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EDITORIAL.

In what we are content to call the Dark Ages the Popes under-
took many of the functions the League of Nations
now attempts to perform. They organized interna-
{ional movements againgt what they believed to  Dbe dangers
threatening Christendom, arbitrated between  quarrclsome Princes,
and at times enforeed their awards by direct action cither
spiritual or physical. The Papal judgments in these mundane
matters may not always have been sound, but in some in-
stances at least they anticipated in a surprising way the ecfforts
of present day idealists. One Pope cven went so far as to propose
what would now be termed ‘qualitative disarmament ", e declared
that the recently introduced gun-powder was an ungentlemanly
weapon, more suited to assassing than to soldiers, and likely to in-
crease to an untold degree the horrors of war. All enlightencd
Princes should, therefore, abjure its use and trust to honest stecl.
Perhaps he was right. But there was always the Turk outside the
Christian League, and the Princes themselves soon realized that
artillery concentrated in their hands was the answer to their trouble-
some nobles whose strongholds had up to then been such hard nuts
to crack. So the Turk took no notice, while the Princes returned
polite replics full of admirable and chivalrous sentiments—and
ordered a few more culverins a couple of inches bigger in the bore
than any yet designed.

The Geneva Conference, having discussed various schemes for
the prevention of war and for disarmament, found it impossible
to agree on the practicability of any of them. It reached, however,
in its turn the old Papal conclusion that certain types of modern wea-
pons should be anathematized. Unanimously the nations agreed
that those weapons which are particularly offensive in character or
which are aimed chiefly against the civil population should be banned
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or at least greatly restricted i use. So Lar so good 5 it then only
remained to pick out these weapons.  Kxpert eommittees were formed
to seleet them, and it was only after they had met that it began to be
realized how extremely diflicult it is to divide modern armaments
into those that are delensive and those that are offensive.

Great Britain and the United States point to the submarine as
incontestably offensive and divected mainly against the civil popula-
tion ; lesser Powers at once reply that it is their only defence against
great surface naval superiority. Tanks and  heavy mobile artillery
appear essentially ofiensive to some nations; to others they are
merely a defensive counter-poise to the overwhelming numbers of
their neighbours’ conseript armies. Kven the hombing aeroplane,
which at first sight scems from its  very nature the most oflensive of
all weapons, is claimed as veally defensive. 1L one nation prepares
an acrial offensive against another, the threatened nation  has no
effective defence but to collect a foree of hombers that will enable it
to put the attacker’s ground establishments out of action and thereby
paralyze his bombers. Thus identical types of machines may be off-
ensive on one side and defensive on the other. The obvious answer
that if «ll bombers are abolished none will be needed for defence is
cowrtered by pointing out that big civil aircrait ave all potential
hombers, and they cannot beabolished. Asthe instructors used to say
at the Staff College, ““ It's all very dithcult ™.

An interesting point which has emerged from these discussions
is that the weapons which, generally speaking, are accepted by a
majority of States as offensive arc identical with those denied to
Germany and the defeated nations of the Great War—in fact they were
denied to them because they were offensive. If the allied nations
now deprive themselves of these weapons what will  become of the
victors® relative superiority ? What of the Treaty of Versailles ?
France and the bloc of smaller nations she leads wish to perpetuate
Germany’s military weakness. It isan understandable attitude, but
it is a grave obstacle to any real disarmament and could be removed
only by great self-sacrifice on France’s part or by some guarantee of
security from the other Powers accepted as adequate by France.
Prospects of the difficulty being overcome in the immediate future
by either of these methods are not hopeful.

Realizing this the General Committee of the Confercnce adjourned
to allow the leading statesmen of the Great Powers to meet and try
to reach some agreement. There can be no doubt that if any real
progress at all is to be made, the discussion must be raised above the
leve) of the detailed arguments of experts. All the same one need

not envy the statesmen their task.
* * & * * *
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Into the midst of the conferring statesmen the American
President has thrown his  disarmament scheme,
Prog‘gxsz]sgoovcr which, whatever its merits and whatever its eventual
fate, has put new life into the almost moribund
Geneva Conference. In detail there is nothing new about his
proposals. The reduction of capital shipsand submarines by one-
third, of aircraft carriers and desiroyers by ome quarter ; the
total abolition of tanks, heavy mobile artillery, bombing aero-
planes and aerial bombardment; and the scaling down of
land forces, have all individually in some form or other been
put Dbefore the Conference by other nations. There are,
however, two innovations. Mr. Hoover has combined both
quantative and qualitative disarmament in one hold scheme, and he
has abtempted to divide land forces into two categories, with different
scales of limitation for cach. His fixet category he calls the ** Police
Contingent ', composed of the forces required to maintain internal
order and to police frontiers ; the sccond, the ** Defence Contingent
consists of all forces maintained to meet the fear of foreign aggression,
i.e. all land armaments other than the “Police Contingent’> The
strength of the ** Police Contingent ™ is to be based on that allowed
to the defeated Central Powers, which, according to Mr. Hoover,
averages 2-32 per thousand of their total population. Nations_with
large colonial possessions are to be allowed an i}wrea,sc on t]us to
964 per thousand of their overseas population. The' o El)efence
Contingents > of all nations are to be reduced by one-third in num-
bers.

As was to be expected the American proposals have met with a
mixed reception. Italy, and of course, (}ejb'many, aceept them as they
stand ; Japan is distrustlul, especially of the naval ula.use:s; G.reat
Britain gives & somewhat qualified approval ; France is definitcly
hostile.

The French attitude towards the Hoover scheme is one of intense
suspicion. In French eyes it emanates from a doubtful. source.
France has not forgotten, and will never forget, that a Pres1denfi of
the United States once promised her a guarantee of security against
future German aggression and then failed to produce it. Mr. Hoov.er
is on the verge of a presidential election and Frenchmen cannoi’: dis-
miss the idea that this dramatic attempt to gain what ‘Amer}cans
are fond of calling the ‘¢ moral leadership of the world ”” is designed
more as a vote catching device for use at home ?han as a carefully
thought out solution of European problems. Their doubts are streng-
thened by the enthusiastic acceptances of It'aly and Germany. Many
of the American proposals are unpopular in France, but the great
stumbling block must be the limitation of land forces. Here France
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will feel that her security is vitally affected. Her home ™ Police
Contingent > would be only about 96,000 against Germany’s 141,000,
and even if the 163,000 which would be allowed for the French
Colonial Empire were included, few Frenchmen would accept this as
redressing the balance. The total French land forces, exclusive of
reserves, number at present, about 694,000 ; subtracting from this
259,000 for ““ Police Contigent 7, a ™ Defence Contingent  of 435,000
is left. This is to be reduced by one-third, leaving France and her
Colonies witha totalforce both = Police *’and™* Defensive ™ of approxi-
mately 549,000 only. In other words France is asked to reduce her
army by over 145,000 men, deprive herself of tanks, heavy artillery
and bombing aircraft, while the German land forces may be increased
by some 25,000. It is most improbable that any French Govern-
ment, which aceepted such drastic reductions, without compensating
and adequate guarantees against Germany, would continue in power
foraweek. Already the French representatives at Geneva have stated
that the Tloover proposals can only be considered in connection with
their original suggestion of an International Foree under League con-
trol. As most nations are agreed that this  particular proposal is
impracticable, it looks as if another deadlock will be reached.

The attitude of the British delegates towards Mr. Hoover's
proposals is one of general approval tempered with some criticism.
In place of a reduction in the total tonnage of capital ships they
advocate a decrease in the size of individual ships, and go heyond the
Americaus in urging the total abolition of submarines.  Newspaper
reports give the impression that Great Britain is prepared to accept
the abolition of heavy artillery, large tanks. and bombing aiveraft,
but it is unlikely that with its  ovemseas internal security commit-
ments a British Government would be prepared to give up all forms
of tanks and air bombardment. As for land forees, i Great
Britain is considered alone, the total British Army [alls just short of
the numbers allowed for the ** Police Contingent " if the whole
Empire is considered as onc unit, its total land forces are very
much below the permitted ¢ Police Contingent.” This only
demonstrated the plain fact that no portion of the British Army
is anything but a ** Police Contingent ** and there should, therefore,
be no question of quantative reduction.

The American proposals must also be considered from the peculiax
standpoint of India—and India in this matter is very definitely in a
completely different position from any other nation. To begin with
there is no relation between the strength of her armed forces and those
of any Great Power. Every Europcan country, including Russia,
and every member of the League of Nations outside Europe could
disarm completely without it affecting in any way the strength of
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India’s defence {forces. India’s requirements are based on what is
necessary only to defend her land frontiers from aggression by her
immediate neighbours and to maintain internal security. According
to Mr. Hoover's allowance the * Police Contingent * for India would
reach the respectable total of 815,000 men. At present her
total forces, including military police, irregulars and Indian States
Forces, amount only to about 275,000 men so that India could
increase her army by 540,600 men before she was considered
to have any ¢ Defence Contingent” at all This astonishing
figure Dbrings out very clearly the smallness of the present Indian
defence forces compared with those of other nations. Even were
our small field army classed as a * Defence Contingent” and
considered without any reference to its ** Police * duties, there could
be litcle argument for its reduction. States on India’s borders are not
members of the League, and he would be an optimist indeed who
expected the Afghan tribesmen to join in the world fervour for dis-
armament to the extent of giving up a third of their rifles. Disarma-
ment in India cannot be based on what is found possible or advisable
in Burope—it must be considered separately on its own merits.
* % % * * *

The personal negotiations between Mr. de Valera and British
Cabinet Ministers, which at first raised hopesthat a
way out of the rather artificial difficulties between
Southern Ireland and the rest of the Empire would be found, have
broken down. They could hardly do otherwise when Mr. de Valera
adopted so intransigent an attitude. He declared that his object was
a Republican Treland to include Ulster ; that between this Republic
and the British Commonwealth there might, in some circumstances
and for some reasons, be some form of association ; and that in this case
the King should be recognized as the head of the association. Mean-
while, cven before this happy state of affairs could be reached, the
British Government must accept the abolition of the Oath of Allegiance
and the withholding of the land annuities. From this position he has
not retreated beyond stating that he is now prepared to accept the
original British proposal [or arbitration on the question of land an-
nuities, but only subject to certain conditions of his own. These are
that the personnel of the arbitration tribunal should not be restricted
solely to citizens of the Empire and that other payments besides the
annuities should be considered. Mr. Thomas, in the House of Commons,
gave the only possible reply when he said that the Cabinet could not
aceept these conditions, and further that the Government would never
consider the coercion of Ulster, nor could it enter into any agreements
with a country which repudiated its solemnly accepted treaty
obligations.
3

Thelrish Free State.
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Southern Ireland is, therefore, faced with the choice of remaining
in the Empire or leaving it. 1 she chooses to leave no force will be
used to keep her in ; but she cannot have it both ways, she must be
either in or out, and il out, she becomes a foreign nation. There are
signs that a great many people in the Free State are beginning to
realize what this may mean to them, and it is by no means certain that
Mr. de Valera will have a real majority of his countrymen behind him
when it comes to following him into the wilderness. The Senate has
considerably amended the * Oath Bill * as passed by the Dail, and it
seems that if he sticks to his guns he will be hard put to it to avoid
another general clection in the near future. He cannot be very con-
fident as to its result. But he and his separationists backed by the
intimidation of the ““ Republican Army,” may carry the day so that
it is by no mecans a mere academic cxercise to cstimate the cficots
on the Empire of a Free State secession.

The main implications of Southern Ireland becoming a foreign
nation would be economic, military and political. As far as the
Republic itsell was concerned, it would become, as the T'imes de-
scribes it, ““a small agricultural cul-de-sac in Western Europe.” The
foundation of its prosperity must remain agriculture, but its produce
would be largely shut out of the best and nearest markets, Great
Britain and Ulster, by the tarifis applied to foreign imports. British
manufactures, which find at present a considerable market in  the
Free State, would similarly suffer, and the Republic might bargain
for mutual preferences, but it would not be well placed either indus-
trially commercially, or geographically to do so. It is safe to say
that both countries would suffer cconomically from the threatened
tariff war, but that the loss to the smaller would be incomparably
the greater and might indeed be something not far short of ruin.

Militarily the Republic of itself would constitute little threat to
the remaining United Kingdom—indeed it would be wise not to pro-
voke its northern neighbour alone. Were the Empire at war with
another [oreign power, however, the position would be altered and
Southern Ireland might become a serious menace. The loss of Lrish
harbours to the British Navy and still more their use as bases for
hostile submarines, raiders or aircraft, to say nothing of the distraction
of disturbances on the Ulster border, would cause considerable em-
barrassment. Inadditionfood supplies to Great Britain from Southern
Ireland would assume great importance in any war with a naval power.
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1t is for these reasons that, whether any part of Ireland is a Republic
or not, the British Empire can never allow it in peace or war to be
occupied or dominated by any great foreign power. When, if ever,
the Trish Republic arrives, Great Britain will have to declare a very
strong ‘‘ Monroe Doctrine ” concerning it.

The political aspects of separation, while they might prove tragic
enough for thousands, are not without humour. Mr. de Valera has
always relied on the overseas Irish at least as much as lie has on the
vative population. All Southern Irishmen resident in the Empire
would, if he had his way, become aliens, and as far as one can see, they
would have little cause to thank him. The innumerable doctors
qualified in the Free State who practice in Great Britain, the Civil
Servants, the officers and officials of all kinds could no doubt preserve
their livelihoods by taking out naturalization papers, but the
large Irish labouring populations such as collect in Glasgow,
Liverpool and other great cities of the Empire would be in an unfortu-
nate position. With so many native unemployed in the United
Kingdom there would be the strongest fecling against letting these
foreigners become naturalized so that they could either take work
from Englishmen and Scotchmen or draw the dole.  Irish immigration
into the United States has been drastically cut down of recent years ;
it is lardly likely that it would be permitted unrestricted into Great
Britain.

The situation in India would be harrowing! The I. M. 8. would
he threatened with almost total extinction ; the Police paralysed ;
the Veterinary Services would wither away ; racing would collapse ;
there would be horrid gaps in the Army; the outlook would be
gloomy indeed were we to lose the Southern Irish who now serve
India. And if they all took out naturalization papers, it would never
be quite the same. They could never pass as English, still less as
Scotch—and they wouldnot want to, why should they ¢ Let us hope
then for everybody’s sake that Mr. de Valera will suddenly get a little
common-sense, or, if that is too much to hope for, that his followers

will.

The Indian Army as a whole is unguestionably & more cficient
Lgngu?ggﬂeis and more formidable fighting force than it has ever been
an, - . .
eiency. in the past, yet in one respect, and a very serious one,

most authorities are agreed that it falls below the pre-war standard.
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That is in the British Officers” knowledge of their men’s vernaculars.
There are those who would have us believe that in the palmy days
before 1914, all British Officers of the Indian Army spoke Urdu and a
vernacular or two fluently, but the present generation of officers has
scen 0o many of its seniors spluttering hopelessly in orderly rooms and
on parade to believe that quite so high a standard prevailed. Never-
theless, most of them will admit, that intheold days not only was the
average officer’s power of expressing himsell in Urdu greater than it
is to-day, but a very much higher proportion could talk to their men in
their own particular vernaculars.  Not content with a working know-
ledge of Urda, officers went on to Jearn at Jeast one of the languages
spoken by their sepoys amongst themselves and in their own
homes—Pushto, Punjabi, Marathi, Nepali and the rest. Before
the war every officer had to pass an obligatory test in the vernacular
or most important vernacular of his unit, and many afterwards volun-
tarily took the Lower and Higher Standards of the language.  During
the war obligntory examinations naturally lapsed, and in the re-
organization that followed only Urdu survived as a compulsory test—
all other languages became optional. s a result, though most wax
and post-war officers have a smattering of their men’s vernaculars,
few have made any serious study of them, and in spite of the high
monetary rewards offered for the Preliminary, and First and Sccond
Class Interpretership Kxaminations in these languages, few candidates
presented themselves for any except Pushto.  There are six battalions
of Mahrattas in the Indian Avmy, yet only one officer has presented
himself for examination in Marathi during the past nine years ; there
are several regiments of Gurkhas not one of whose officers has attempted
to qualify in Nepali; and the record of other classesis often not
much better. Of course there are officers who speak languages well
but have never bothered to pass examinations in them, yet it must
be admitted that these are the exccptions and that, speaking generally,
a lamentable neglect of the vernaculars prevails. Such neglect is
definitely dangerous. It is difficult to know what a man really feels
or thinks unless you speak his own langnage. The sepoy appreciates,
more than is sometimes realized, the crmpliment the Sahib pays him
when he strives to master his perhaps uncouth native tongue. The
attempt is evidence of a real eflort to understand him, a real desire to
learn about his customs and beliefs, and it never goes unanswered.
Knowledge of his language is the closest and strongest link in the
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bonds between officer and sepoy. Without it there is always danger
of misunderstanding ; sometimes even of lack of confidence.

Why is it, then, that so many officers have since the war neglected
Urdu and still more the other vernaculars ? There are many reasons.
Chief amongst them is the greatly increased amount of work the
young officer is expected to do. Inolden days when he had finished
his parades and a modicum of office work, he was free to wander about
the lines, chat to the men, study their languages; now he has three
times as much to teach them on parade, twice as much office work, and
on of top all this his own education—and it is this last which, however
much we dislike to admit it, draws him away from his men and their
languages. There is that T. E. W. T. for next Tuesday to be studied ;
the C. 0.’s weekly discussion on a chapter of F. 8. R. II
that has to be prepared for; the Command or what-not essay that
must be written ; the entrance test for some small arms course that
has to be mugged up ; and, hanging like a pall over all, those never
ending examinations, retention, promotion and Staff College. True
these examinations at any rate were therce hefore the war, but of recent
years they have loomed much larger on the young officer’s horizon.
He simply has to pass the first two, lie can take no risk of {failure,
for failure means he has lost his job. No wonder that he will spend
no time on other studies until these are behind him. Then, rightly
or wrongly, having survived two or three reductions, he expects more,
and believes that only when he can write p. s. ¢ after his name
will he be safe from future sweeps of the axe.  So once more he shoves
hislegs under a desk and starts eramming. He would like nothing
better than to see more of his men, speak morve of their language,
understand them  better, but the principle of security eannot. he dis-
regarded.

A good deal to improve matters has been done in the last year
or two by reintroducing for the compulsory Urdu examinations the
old Higher and Lower Standards and—a most important innovation—
allowing a choice of either Persian or Nagri script. Similar examina-
tions have now replaced the Preliminary and Interpretership ox-
aminations in other Indian Army vernaculars and the War Offico
have agreed to give fifty bonus marks in the Staff College examina-
tion to any officer who has passed one of these within the previous
five years. There has been a strong feeling in some quarters that
qualification in at least one vernacular in addition to Urdu should
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be made compulsory, but it has been decided for the present to give
the new system a chance of producing larger numbers of officers
who will studv and qualify in their units’ vernaculars. Many ex-
perienced Commanding Officers are now encouraging their young
officers as soon as they have passed the Urdu Higher Standard to
continue straight on with the study of the regimental vernacular. Al-
lowing a subaltern two vears with his Indian unit in which to pass in
Urdu, another eighteen months or at the most two years should see
him through the vernacular. He is then solidly grounded on the
foundations for a useful regimental officer—a knowledge of his men’s
languages. Promotion, examinations, Staff College and the rest can,
and should, come later. He will have plenty of time for them,

Lectures,

Arrangements have heen made for the following lectures to be
delivered in the Gaiety Theatre, Simla, commencing at 5-30 p.m.
each day :—

Thursday, 14th July—
““ A Head Hunters’ Frontier”. By Dr. J. H, Hutton, C.I.I.,
I.C.S.

Thursday, 21st July—
“ The Tnternational Teonomie Crisis and  the Gold Standard
By J. B. Taylor, Esq., I.C.8.

Thursday, 28th July—
“ The Committee of Imperial Defence ”. By Lt.-Col. H. L.
Ismay, C.B., D.S.0.

Thursday, 4th Angust—
“ The Round Table Conference ”. By W. H. Lewis, Esq., C.1.E.,
1.C8.

All members resident in Simla will be sent tickets for these
lectures. Members resident in other stations who will be in Simla
onany of the above datesare asked to inform ths Secretary who
will send them tickets,



MacGREGOR MEMORIAL MEDALS, 1932,

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and the Council of the
United Service Institution of India have awarded the MacGregor
Memorial Medals for 1932 to the following :—

(@) Silver Medal for Officers, British or Indian, Captain E. St. J.
Birnie, Sam Browne's Cavalry (12th Frountier Force).

(#) Silver Medal with gratuity of Rs. 100 for Soldiers, British or
I'ndian, No. 4013 Rifleman Shib Singh Negi, (10th Bn. 18th
Royal Garhwal Rifles.)

Short accounts of the work for which these medals have been
awarded follow.

Caplain B. St. J. Birnie.

Captain Birnie accompanied the Smythe Expedition as Transport
Officer on its successful ascent of Mount Kamet in May and June
1931, and on the 23rd June climbed to the summit of Mount Kamet
himself. Afterwards he went with Messrs. Smythe and Shifton to
the Arwa Valley where a three weeks’ exploration of the glaciers west
of the Mana Valley was carried out, including the climbing of an un-
triangulated peak placed by aneroid at 21,000 feet. A pass across
the range was established on 20th of July, and Captain Birnie accom-
panied by a porter made the first crossing into Tehri-Garhwal.
He returned into British Garhwal by a sccond pass later in the day.

A few days later Captain Birnie with six porters made a five days’
reconnaissance in Tehri-Garhwal establishing two more passes, and
returning across the range by a third route south of the only trian-
gulated peak, Satopanth II, in the area. All the routes established
were over 20,000 feet in height, and a map of the area was made.

Captain Birnic ran a considerable risk when already tired from
the previous ascents, in carrying on by himself with porters, exploring
passes, and establishing routes.  His reports gave valuable information
to the Military Survey Department of India.

Rifleman. Shib Singh Negi.

Rifleman Shib Singh Negi un:Jerwent considerable hardship and
at times personal risk of life in obtaining maps and photographs of the
ice barrier on the Shyok, in addition to further maps and photographs
of military importance,
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On the 6th July 1931, he was sent up to the Chong Kumdun to
carry out the mapping of the ice barrier. He camped there for the -
night, and was joined by a British Officer next day.

On 8th July they and three Ladaki coolies attempted to climb the
ice barrier and gain the lake on the far side, with the intention of as-
certaining the difference in level between the lake and the ice barrier
and, if possible, the depth of the lake. The barrier was climbed at a
point immediately below its junction with the small side glacier.
After proceeding about twohundred yards across theice, the partycame
on a sheer drop of about forty feet. The Ladaki coolies could not
proceed beyond this point, their local shoes (Paboss) would not grip
and they had had to be dragged up by sheer force on the rope. This
meant that the British Officer and Shib Singh Negi (both wearing
crampons) would have to proceed alone, and should either have be-
come a casualty in the badly crevassed surface neither would have
got out. The ice barrier could he properly crossed with safety only
by a party of four or more, all wearing crampons and at least two
ropes. Inthe circumstances further attempts to cross the barrier
had to be abandoned.

On 17th July, Rifleman 8hib Ningh Negi mapped the upper por-
tion of the lake.



SIDE-LIGHTS ON SOVIET ORIENTAL POLICY.

By Capraiy G. E. WHEELER, BTH/TTH RAJPUT REGIMENT,

A proper understanding of the position of the U.S.8.R. vis-d-vis
the Middle East requires not only a knowledge of the conditions, so
different from those of twenty years ago, prevailing in the Middle
East to-day, but also a dispassionate view of the nature and work-
ing of the whole Soviet machine.

There are two main theories regarding the policy of Soviet Russia
in the Middle East which may be briefly examined. The first of these
is that the U.S.S.R. faithful to its ideal of World Revolution, aims at
planting Communism in the different countries of the Middle East.
To this end it ““ disseminates propaganda ” and strives to promote
discord among tribal elements with a view to embarrassing the existing
regimé and thus paving the way for Revolution. All the U.S.8.R.’s
commercial operations ave considered to be part of this policy. They
have been described as *“ economically unsound 7 and must therefore
be continued from purely political motives. The second theory, which
is of more recent origin, is that Communism is being used as a cloak
for pursuing the old policy of aggrandizement ascribed to Imperialist
Russia.

It will be the object of the present article to discuss these theories
both in the light of recent events and also of certain publications of
both Soviet and other origing. An attempt will be made to show that
while the ambitious nature and far-veaching effects of Soviet designs
have been greatly exaggerated, that very exaggeration has led to a
neglect of certain basic features of Soviet Oriental policy. By attri-
buting to the U.S.8.R. plans which are not: in its own interest or only
realizable in the dim future, an attitude of mind may be induced which
will ignore the gradual progress of an influence of which the very
nature is imperfectly understood. Such an attitude will be dangerous,
especially from the point of view of the British Empire.

In such a short sketch as the present one it will not be possible to
discuss either the Modern East or the Soviet machine at any great
length. It will be necessary, however, to pass in review one or two of
the outstanding points in these problems. The situation prevailing
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in the Middle East from the end of the Great War until about 1925
has been admirahly described by Mr. Toynbee in his Survey of Inter-
national Affairs. Briefly, this situation was, that with the wane of
Tmperialist influence in Persia, Afghanistan, and Turkey, the U.BS8R.
sought to set itself up as the patron and mentor of these countries.
Many initial successes were scored such as treaties, trade agreements
and concessions, but it gradually hegan to appear that the unexpected
growth of Nationalism resulted in the presence of all foreigners being
resented alike. The revolt of these countries against Imperialist
influence, moreover, did not mean that they wished indefinitely to
oppose the** Tmperialist * nations. They wished rather to be received
into the comity of civilized nations and to participate in their political
and cultural advantages. Such advantages were by no means apparent
under the Soviet regimé and for this reason Soviet advances hegan te
become less and less weleome. The gradual vealization of this situation

resulted in a modification of Soviet Oriental policy which began to
be felt as far back as 1926.

It cannot be too strongly stressed that during the whole of
this post-war period, the instigators of Soviet Oriental policy were
very far from being in accord with each other. Although Soviet
protestations as to the non-official character of the Komintern can-
not be accepted, it must be realized that the Komintern and the Nar-
komindel (People’s Commissariate for Foreign Affairs) are frequently
at loggerheads just as in the British Empire two government depart-
ments, such as the War and Foreign Offices, may be unable to agree on
a matter of policy. This lack of team-work in the Soviet organization
is well brought out by one Agabekov in his hook of memoirs recently
published in Berlin. He shows, moreover, that the inferior ability of
Soviet representatives and the intrigue, suspicion and cupidity
which were rife both in Moscow and abroad, militated most seriously
against the even march of Soviet Eastern policy.

Now it must be understood that, up to 1926, there was serious
justification for the belief that the U.S.8.R.aimed at the rapid planting
of Communism in the Middle East and particularly in Persia where
Soviet agents and clubs existed in most of the larger cities. Several
small disturbances were unquestionably provoked by Soviet agents
and the support of many important commercial and religious person-
alities had been, at least temporarily, secured. In Afghanistan, also,
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the Komintern was seriously at work and was at any rate spending
considerable funds in propagating Communism. In 1926, however,
a change could be observed. Many Soviet representatives were re-
moved and replaced by men of a quieter and less obviously proletar-
ianstamp. Attempts were made to interest Persians in Soviet culture,
methods of locust destruction, ete., and from that time forward real
evidence of intensive propaganda or of attempts to promote discord is
lacking. But in the minds of many of the inhabitants of the Middle
East and of European residents and representatives, a habit of thought
had been acquired, namely, that all disturbance was attributable to
Soviet intrigue and that all or much of Soviet trade was bogus and
“ a cloak for more sinister activities .” It was at this time that a
Persian was heard to observe that the increase in earthquakes was
undoubtedly due to Soviet influence.

In order to study the period from 1926 onwards, recourse may
profitably be had to Agabekov’s book of memoirs mentioned above.
This book, which consists of the revelations of an agent of the Oriental
Section of the Ogpu in the Middle East, has attracted attention princi-
pally on account of the descriptions which it contains of intelligence
“coups”’ carried out by the author in Persia and elsewhere. These
descriptions are sensational and have, moreover, an undeniable air
of truth ; but the real importance of the book lies in the insight which
it gives into Soviet Oriental Policy. Perhaps the most striking
impression which can be gained from these** Memoirs ” is the fact that
the U. 8. 8. R. was, at all events from 1926 to 1928, genuinely afraid of
British ““ machinations.” The British were sabotaging the Perso-
Soviet Trade Agreement ; the British were behind the activities of the
Armenian Dashunak Society and of the White Russians; the British
had enginecred a mutiny in the Persian Army and a rising in Pusht-
i-Kuh ; they had “ built a road from Iraq to Lake Urmia and (mirabile
dictu) had organized a flotilla on the lake itself ”; they had handed
over the Sheikh of Mohammerah to the Shah in return for His Majesty’s
agreement to employ British advisers in the Army and purchase muni-
tions in England.

It will be clear to anyone who has followed recent history in Persia
that many of these extraordinary reports were probably originated, for
obvious reasons, by the Persians; others were mere figments of the
imagination. It is, however, impossible for anyone acquainted with
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Soviet mentality and its attitude towards ¢ intervention,” mnot to
realize that, in almost every case, these preposterous stories were gen-
uninely believed by the majority of Russians. To illustrate this point
it will be convenient to recount briefly an incident of which the
present writer had first-hand knowledge and to which Agabekov obli-
gingly supplies the sequel. In 1926, a mutiny headed by a Persian
officer named Salar-i-Jang broke out near Bujnurd in Khorassan. This
mutiny which was comparatively easily suppressed, at first appeared
to assume alarming proportions. General Jan Muhammad Khan,
who was commanding the Persian Eastern Division at Meshed, attri-
buted the whole affair to Soviet intrigues. This, indeed. was the
general impression formed except by the American Financial Adviser,
who knew of the arrears into which the troops’ pay had fallen and the
acquisitive proclivities of certain Persian Officers, and by one or two
others.  Agabekov, who was in Moscow at the time, relates how
the Soviet Consul-General in Meshed reported that the mutiny had
been provoked by the British giving the names of * the British agents
who were in touch with the leaders of the movement ! Later, but
too late, it was discovered that the mutiny had * a revolutionary
character ~ and might have heen profitably supported. It was at this
juncture that Apresov, the Soviet Consul-General in Meshed, was
relieved by a man of greater ability and quieter and more conciliatory
character and Agabekov himself went to work in Persia. There are
gronnds for assuming that a change in Soviet. policy begins at, this
point.

Tt is of great interest to examine the instruetions which Agabekov
received. All his tribal work was for the purpose of preparing the
ground ¢ in the event of a collision with England.”™  The Kurds were
to be “ prepared 7 on account of the strategic position which they
would oceupy ““in the future conflict between England and Russia.™
The Bakhtiaris were to be prepared, ** in the event of an attack by the
Imperialist powers on the U.S.8.R.,” to harass the British rear and
destroy the Anglo-Persian oilfields. Agabekov’s other duties were
of a more ordinary nature ; he was to improve the espionage organi-
zation and examine trade possibilities in certain specified directions.
He was also to study the question of planting an espionage organi-
zation in India.

Agabekov was of course an agent of the Ogpu and not of the
Komintern who might reasonably have been expected to deal with
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questions of revolution and provocation. He shows, however, that
the Communist Party of Iran was, in Meshed simply a pro-U.S.8.R.
group, while in Tehran its ranks were filled with Persian police agents.

Some mention must be made of Agabekov’s account of the flutter
caused in Moscow by the Afghan rising in 1928 for it surely affords a
most interesting study in national psychology. It is certain, however,
that the U.S.8.R. firmly belicved that Great Britain had enginecred
the rising and this conclusion was reached by the most tortuous reason-
ing imaginable.  Inspite of the exeellent information at their disposal,
thev found that the British had decided to overthrow Amanullah
as, “ rvelying as he did on the Southern tribes of Alghanistan, le
would inevitably have to assume an aggressive policy against India.”
This same reasoning moved the U, 8. 8. R. to resort to armed inter-
veution in favour of Amanullah with disastrous vesults for its poliey in
Afghanistan.

A word must be sald regarding Soviet Commercial activities.
Recent experience of Soviet dumping in Europe has probably by now
brought the question of Soviet trade in the Middle Fast into proper
perspective, but, up to the end of 1930, it was stoutly asserted by
many that Soviet trade in Persia, and particularly in the Persian Gulf,
existed for the sole purpose of political propaganda. It may well be
that this fatal but persistent misapprehension has played some part
in the serious losses which the British and Indian piece-goods trade
has sustained in the Persian Gulf of recent years. It was always
believed that the Soviet trade venture in this vegion would ¢ fizzle
out ' owing to the alleged impossibility of profitably selling goods
at such low prices. The fact is however, that under a system of state
controlled production such as exists in the U.S.S.R., it is difficult to
lay down the law about profitable selling-prices, and it now scems likely
that Soviet enterprise in the Persian Gulf has not only secured a new
market for its produce but has in the meantime actually paid its
own way.

With regard to the second theory mentioned above, that Soviet
Oricental policy could be identified with the old policy, it can be asserted
with considerable confidence that, in the present condition of the
U.8.8.R.,to follow such a policy would be ruinous not to say impossible,
According to the best authorities, the U.S.8.R. has no wish whatever
to involve itself in war for the present, for war would inevitably
prejudice its vast cconomic plans. Now an active imperialist policy
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presupposes a readiness to go to war. Moreover, as an attempt will
shortly be made to show, war, as an active Instrument of advance-
ment in the Kast, has been discarded by the USSR, in favour
of something mueh more dangerous and subtle.

It will be convenient at this stage to summarize the conclusions
to illustrate which an attempt has so far heen made :—

(@) The possible original designs of the U.S.S.R. in the Middle
Bast were checked by the growth of Nationalism.

(b) Sporadic attempts to promote discord or overthrow exist-
ing regimds were, to a great extent, abandoned in 1926,

(¢) Soviet policy in the Middle East has heen, since 1926, largely
delensive being actuated by an exaggerated fear of England.
Lispionage, however, has heen developed and elaborated
and the work of ™ asceshehenie ™ (throwing light upon) of
social and economic conditions, sedulously pursued.

(d) Trade conducted on lines peculiar to the Soviet system has
been pressed forward and has had some success,

(¢) Inability and lack of desire to go to war militate against the
possibility of the U. 8. 8. R. pursuing a policy of Imperialist
aggrandizement.

Assuming the foregoing conclusions to be correct, it would, how-
ever, be the very greatest error to suppose that the U.S.S.R. has
abandoned its idea of soveitizing and ““ emancipating = the East or
that the profound and drastic alterations which are being made in
the vast stretch of country between the Caspian and the Himalayas,
will not, in time, produce an eficct on the rest of the Middle Bast. In
addition, it should be realized that the U.8.8. R. actuated as it is by
a spirit of burning fanaticism, is firmly convinced that the Middle
Tast needs and seeks emancipation frow British rule and influence.
Tailure to grasp these facts connotes a fundamental inability to under-
stand the potentiality of Russian influence in the Middle East.

At this juncture it may be asked why Russia, which has so often
failed signally to appreciate the situation in Persia and Afghanistan
and under whose rule millions of Moslems are reported to be groaning,
should Dbe likely to succeed in winning the sympathy and allegiance of
Middle Eastern peoples. To answer this question it will be necessary
to enquire into the present situation in Turkestan in order to get a
general impression of the U. 8. 8. R.’s method of treating its own
subjects.
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In the absence of strictly impartial accounts of present day
Turkestan, recourse must be had to publications of Soviet or quasi-
Soviet origin, In her “ Orient Sovietique ,” Lydia Bach writes of the
seven and-a-half million Soviet citizens in Soviet Central Asia that
“what is done to them and what they do has a repercussion beyond
the fronticrs amongst their neighbours of the same race in Persia,
in Afghanistan, in China and in India. The Soviet Government’s
Oriental policy is based on the policy of nationalitics. According
to the doctrine proclaimed by Lenin, the Bast, thanks to the
support of the victorious proletariat and by means of the Soviet
system, will attain directly to communism without passing through
the capitalist phase. It is necessary to rouse its mentality, create a
new culture which will, according to Stalin’s formula, be ¢ national
in form and proletarian in essence.” The social reconstruction in
U.8.8.R. extends also to the eastern Soviet republics. There is a Five
Years Plan for Central Asia. It envisages the economic survey and
the industrialization of the country, the building of [actories, of rail-
ways, of electric power stations, and the intensification of agricultural
production, notably that of cotton which will tend to become the sole
product of certain regions.”

This then is the Soviet plan in Central Asia. The criticism will
at once be made that the plan is only workable with the willing co-
operation of the population whose culture is of too long a standing not
torevolt against enforced innovations. Itisjust this error that prophets
of the U. 8. 8. R.’s downfall have fallen into so many times during
the past twelve years. Calvin Hoover in his admirable study of Soviet
commerce has shown that force is the keynote of Soviet policy. He
believes that without {orce a socialist regimé could not be inculcated.
The Russian people have been forced into their present position ; they
are being forced to collectivize and industrialize the country, forced to
change their mentality and forced to despise the past and glory in the
present and future.

No serious student of affairs in “* European” Russia who has
based his studies on impartial authorities, can fail to be aware that, in
spite of numerous obstacles and countless mistalkes, impressive successes
have becn scored on the industrial, and, latterly, evenontheagricultural
“fronts.” Collectivization, in spite of its unpopularity, has been
applied and, according to the * Times,” there is little doubt that it
will increase the agricultural output of the U, 8. 8. R. beyond all
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knowledge. The fact must be faced that if there is a strong likeli-
hood of the success of Soviet economic planing in the West, the same
likelihood exists in the East.

Apart from the book above quoted, another and more detailed
account of Soviet work in Turkestan exists in ** Kochevniki ™ (The
Nomads) by N. Tikhonov. This is a well-written account of a journey
carvied out by a Soviet publicist in Turkestan who aims at acquainting
the rest of the U. 8. 8. R. with the political und social condition of their
Oriental comrades. Allowing for the fact that the hook is certainly
biassed and that many awkward facts ave probably glossed over, it
cannot be denied that it contains an extraordinarily graphic descerip-
tion of the people with whom the author came into contact. The
accounts of collectivization at work among the Jamshedis, Baluchis
and Turkomans may be highly coloured, but their extreme interest
cannot be ignored, more especially as they are accompanied with
telling criticism of existing Soviet methods. The remarks of the
cducated Turkoman who made comparisons, highly unfavourable to
the former, between the Soviet workers in Turkmenistan and British
officials in India, will come as a surprise to those who believe that
self-criticism in the T. 8. 8. R. is non-existent.

The whole question of the stabilization of nomads through the
medium of collectivization should and must be studied by anyone
interested in the future of Central Asia, and if any measure ol success
results from the experiment, it must be expected that repercussions
will be felt in Persia and Afghanistan. It must be regretted that
*“ Kochevniki ¥ is not a more serious and connected study, but the
suggestiveness of these fragmentary sketches and impressions is
nevertheless effective.

A digression must now be made to the subject of the scientific
study of conditions in the countries of the Middle East which forms
an important part of the Oriental policy of the U. 8. 8. R. It is here
that the U. 8. 8. R. shows itself in a particularly enterprising and
therefore dangerous light. 'While the rest of the world seems to regard
the Middle East either as a repository for attractive antiques or asa
plastic mould for the reception of Western civilization, the U. S. 8. R.
is trying to understand it as it really is. In this connection, a few
words must be said of the Leningrad Oriental Institute which has
already produced many works of an original character. These works
contain much that will be distasteful to Western European orientalists
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for they are confined almost exclusively to the Modern Bast and
have little to do with ancient literature and language. The Institute
has pointed out that its publications are not intended to have an
international appeal, and this is insured by the fact all the grammars
and dictionaries are in Russian. The general object of the Institute
is to teach the most modern forms, not only of the many Tartar
dialects spoken within the U. S. 8. R., hut also of Arabic, Persian,
Turkish and the principal languages of Tndia. The chrestomathies
published by the Institute make a special point of selecting material
likely to give information on or stimulate interest in the social and
political conditions prevailing in the countries in question. The
chrestomathy of modern Arabic is an extremely important work,
not only from the language point of view, but for its bringing into
prominence the literary work of Arabs, both men and women, in the
field of politics and social reform. The very existence of such work
must be unknown to many. The Persian and Urdu chrestomathies
too, are surprisingly up-to-date and practical in their scope. The
effect of such work may easily be that the Middle East is presented not
as a vague world, shrouded in religious prejudice though coloured
with romance and poetry, nor yet as an arena for foreign political,
commercial and military prowess, hut as a real world where real
people are striving to tackle modern problems and expressing
themselves in modern languages.

If the Soviet economic menace is a real one and of the nature
indicated above, what is the remedy for it, or rather what is the prophy-
lactic against it ¢ To expatiate on this theme is beyond the scope or
ability of the present writer. 1t will be sufficient to say this: that
most Englishmen are convineed that whatever success Communism
may register in the U. 8. 8. R., it is not the proper unit of progress in
the world as they know it. Military science holds that success in war
consists in obtaining and maintaining the initiative. It also urges
the importance of studying the weapons and methods of the enemy
and adjusting one’s own weapons and methods accordingly. Soviet
influence in the East is of a nature more complicated and subtle than
armed force and requiring even more skill and foresight to combat
it. That influence is operated and aided by fanatical zeal, ruthless
reconstruction, and painstaking and penetrating research. To fail to
realize this sitnation and take intelligent steps to meet it, is to court
danger.

4
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SIGNAL SECURITY.

By Masor R. T. O. Cary, M.B.E., Rovar Corps OF SIGNALS,

The Signal Service of an army equipped with reasonably modern
apparatus for the transmission of orders, reports, ete., is under two
very definite obligations to the commander:—

(@) To provide for the aceurate and speedy handling of its
signal traffic,

() To guarantee that, as far as is humanly possible, the
subject matter of its signal traftie shall, where neces-
sary, be denied to the enemy, i.e., a reasonable degree
of signal security must be provided.

In considering the second of these obligations it will be simplest
to discuss in turn each of the four main systems of military com-
munication, Visual Signalling, Line Telegraphy. Line Telephony,
and Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony.

Tisual Signalling presents comparatively little difficulty to
security methods. In mobile warfare messages sent hy visual
will be normally of only such local importance, the signaller will
be so much on the move, and the difficulties of interception so great
(except in the case of flags) that the correct handling of the appara-
tus at his disposal will grant to the operator the security he desires.
Tn fact, a high standard of training and discipline amongst signallers
generally in the use of visual methods will solve fully ninety per cent.
of the problem.

In position warfare visual signalling is not, generally speaking,
a suitable method to employ. During the Great War as soon as the
opposing forces settled down to trench warfare, visual methods of
signalling, with the exception of the davlight lamp, were almost
completely dropped. The success of the lamp was due in no small
meagure to its adaptability to concealment. It could be operated
from a distance, and with careful sighting, as for instance aligning
the lamp on the distant station through a length of drain pipe, it was
almost impossible for signals to be intercepted by an enemy station.

Line Telegraphy.—For line communication between two points
A and B, two main methods, may he employed.

(7) Barth return circuits,
(77) Metallic return circuits,
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With the carth return one half of the circuit is an insulated
wire or cable, and the other the earth itself; the complete circuit
being from the instrument at** A > through the wire or cable to the
instrument at “ B, and back through the earth to “ A ,” thus
completing the electrical path.

With the metallic return the carth is not employed as a con-
ductor, the return path being provided by a second wire. The latter
system therefore, though admittedly more cfficient, necessitates the
use of twice the quantity of wire for any given distance—a serious
congsideration especiallv in mohile warfare.

When a current of electricity is said to flow through a cireuil,
the following effect, amongst others, is always present. Lines of
force are thrown out from the centre of the wire, even though it is
insulated, and spread awayv from it in the form of concentric circles,
gradually diminishing in foree the further they get away from the
wire. If one were to throw a stone into a perfectly calm pond it
would illustrate very clearly the effect produced by passing a current
of electricity through a wire, the ever widening rings in the water
corresponding to the lines of force emanating from the centre or core
of the wire.

If we then produce a second circuit and place it within range
of the lines of force emanating from the first cireuit, the result will
be what is known as an *‘ induced current ™ in this second circuit,
due to the lines of force of the first cutting it. Thus it is possible to
pick up and record the signals sent out by one circuit in another, even
though they may not be actually touching.

Most people, at some time or another, have experienced the
annoying situation when the third, and generally unwanted, voice
appears in an ordinary civilian telephone conversation. It is quite

¢ induction,” and that

likely that they have been the vietims of °
certain telephone circuits have become mixed up without actually
touching. In metallic cireuits this effect is hardly noticeable unless
cables run close to one another for considerable distances, and for all
practicable purposes we may take a well laid and well maintained
metallic circuit as safe.

With earth returns risk of the enemy’s over-hearing is largely
increased. The earth, though quite a good conductor for the passage
of a current of electricity, does not confine it to a narrow and well
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defined path as does an insulated cable. For example, in a telegraph
eircuit from “ A " to “ B using an earth return, to complete the
circuit the current has to pass either one way or the other through the
carth. The majority will of course pass in a divect line from “A ”
to “ B " oreice versa, but the remainder will radiate out through the
carth in the form of ** earth currents ’ in the same way, but to a far
greater extent, than would the lines of force from a cable.

Now the fact of the earth being common to any two opposing
forces simplifies the task of the listener-in.  All he has to do is to
employ sufficiently sensitive apparatus to pick up these carth currents
and the trick is done. It is obvious that the closer the listener is to
the opposing circuit the more effective will be his listening apparatus.
Equally the more sensitive and up to date the apparatus employed
the greater will be the distance from the cable line at which this form
of listening-in can be employed. With the almost daily im-
provements in valves alone, the risk to signal security from earth
currents has correspondingly inereased. until at present the employ-
ment of ordinary telegraph methods with earth returns in forward
areas is dangerous.

A safeguard would be an instrument that, while capable of
fransmitting and receiving Morse signals, would make it impossible
for those signals to be intercepted without direct access to the line,
Such an instrument has heen designed.  Brietly, it employs such a
minute quantity of electrical curvent in the line cirenit that the earth
currents, though still present, are so reduced and controlled in theiv
effect that, unless the line is actually cut and a similar instrument
joined in the circuit, over-hearing is impossible.  Even in the most
forward arcas the likelihood of an cnemy agent, armed with a suitable
mstrument, being able to establish himself in such a position as to
allow him uninterrupte | use of the cable lines of the opposing force,
Is very remote.

Lire T'elephony presents a different problem. Tt can definitely
he overheard on either earth or metallic cireuits, though asin the case
of telegraphy, to a far greater extent with earth returns than with
metallic. At the present time there does not appear to be a telephone
instrument which cannot be overheard. It has not yet been found
possible to reduce and control the electrical currents used in
telephony as can be done for telegraphy, and telephony with earth
veturn circuits is, therefore, a real dunger to signal security.
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The danger can however be anticipated and minimised to a very
great extent by care on the part of those using the telephone. The
substitution of false names for units can be employed, and will go a
long way towards making conversation unintelligible to the ecnemy,
though it should be impressed on all concerned that in no circumstances
can users of the telephone be too careful. During the Great War on
several occasions a chance remark by a telephone operator gave the
enemy listener-in the information he required. Such instances
usually occurred when a combination of telegraphy and telephony
were employed. A message might be transmitted by Morse signals
with the safe form of instrument already described, but when the mess-
age was sent, the same cable line could be used for speech, which was
nol safe. An operator would frequently use the telephone to acknow-
ledge the message sent by Morse, and in the normal course of events
this gave little or nothing away. If however he was careless he would
sometimes slip in a chatty remark, such as, © I got that message O. K.
Cheerio, we're over the top to-night,”” thus notifying the encmy that
an attack or a raid was contemplated. Of course such incidents
were comparatively rare, but they illustrate the care which is necessary
in using the telephone.

Wireless Telegraphy and Teleplony are in a totally diffevent cate-
gory from the systems already described and it is in the employment
of these means of communication that the greatest danger to signal
security lies. Wireless has reached such a pitch of perfection today
that it is undoubtedly the exception rather than the rule for
communication by this means to break down, and this reliability
increases rather than decreases the danger to security. It may be
taken that any signals sent by wircless either by telegrapl or speech
are broadcast. The more reliable the set, the casier it is to intercept
its signals.

Take first the telegraphy side of wireless. Kivery user ol the ordinary
civil telephone system is allotted a number, which, used in conjunc-
{jon with the name of his town or district, identifies him as the
possessor of a telephone and enables him to communicate with others
similarly provided with identification numbers. To enable one wire-
less set to communicate with another, it is necessary to use a similar
system. Every army wircless station must therefore be allotted a
call which may be either a group of figures or letters, or both. By
sending out a call to the station desired, followed by its own call, one
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atation is able to get in touch with another, but, this communication
is Dbeing broadcast and both friend and foe will know that A B C is
calling D E F. It may be argued that such information by itself is
not of much valuc to the enemy’s intelligence service, and up to a
certain point that is true. It is only when it is considered in relation
to other factors that its real value to the enemy is apparent. By
the use of direction finding apparatus the position of a wireless station
may be more or less accurately determined. A B Ccalls D E T, and
immediately the enemy’s intelligence service intercepts these signals
and locates the two stations. At the moment we will assume that the
calls A B C, D ETF mean little or nothing to the enemy intelligence.
As traffic between these two stations proceeds however, the situation
clears. The actual volume of tralfic, even if the subject-matter is not
understood, will enable the intelligence branch, in conjunction with
the known position of the stations, to determine which is the higher
and which is the lower formation to which the sets are presumably
attached. Anincrease in the volume of traftic may indieate the move-
ment of troops, or again, an attack. In a comparatively short
time it will be possible to put together a fairly accurate * order of
battle > which will, of course, be checked by other meuns at the dis-
posal of the intelligence service. Further, no wireless station specially
serves one particular unit ; it is rather in the position of a local post
office, from which deliverics of messages to individuals and units must
bemade. This involves the use of ¢ Addresses to ™ and ~ Addresses
from ™ asa portion of any signal message to be sent.  These addresses
an be, and of course are, disguised by the use of code names in sub-
stitution for the real ones. These may be satisfactory for a limited
period only, but it will not take the enemy intelligence long to realise
that ** Matt ” and * Jefl " arc in reality Ist Brigade and Ist Division.
1t will thereflore be necessary to change these false names at frequent
inbervals.  This in itself involves a tremendous amount of organization
and a very perfeet system of distribution.  All such names must be
in possession of units at cxactly the right moment and all units
have to take them into use at the same time. Should distribution in
any way fail chaos will ensue and may take days to put right. In
the meantime communication by wireless may become hopelessly
disorganized and therefore unreliable.

Secrecy can be preserved by the use of a suitable cipher, but
this method has its disadvantages. Enciphering a message of any
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length takes time and needs highly skilled personnel, while deciphering
at the other end again adds to the length of time it takes o deliver a
message. It will therefore frequently be found that it is not worth
while to send a particular message by wircless, as the time taken in
enciphering, transmitting, and deciphering, will delay it so long that
it will not be of much practical value to the recipients. Unquestion-
ably the necessity for cipher does restrict the use of wireless on many
occasions. Even though by the usc of cipher the meaning of the mess-
age is denied to the enemy, there are many other factors which may
enable him to obtain valuable information. The use of an originator’s
number is a case in point. When the Brigade Major of a Brigade
uses the letters B.M. and a number to identify a message, it may
mean that he isin fact giving to the cnemy the information that it is a
message from a brigade to another unit. From his point of view
the frequent change of his originator’s number is likely to lead to
confusion when a reference to a previous message has to be made,
and provides yet another of the straws likely to break the canel’s
back, yet if he continues to use the same reference letters he is undoub-
tedly giving away information to the enemy.

It is not of course for the Signal Service to decide the relative
importance of signal messages. This is entirely the responsibility of
the originators, who. in the majority of cases, will be the stafls of the
formations engaged in the operations. A very thorough under-
standing of the capabilities and limitations of wireless on the part
of the staff is thereforc necessary before ™ Signal Security ', certainly
as regards wireless, can be made really effective.

Should an originator consider that his message will be of little
or no value to the enemy, then he can instruct the Signal Service to
send it in clear by any system they like. On the other hand he may
frank his message so that il it is sent by wircless it must be in code.
This understanding on the part of the staff is an absolute necessity
to the cflicient working of such a system. A mistake ju the franking
of & message may mean all the difievence between suceess and failure
in an operation. Replies and references to previous messages sent
should also be treated with great care. A doubtful point of identity
revealed by the interception of a message may be completely cleared
up by a reference to the reply to that message.
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With wireless telephony the difficulties are of course magnified
considerably.  One force will possess experts in the language of the
other, and even though the users of the wireless telephone exercise the
greatest care to avoid using the veal names of units, formations, ete.,
the very tone of their conversations may give away valuable informa-
tion. A study of telephone conversations will soon enable a listener-in
to determine who is giving orders and who is receiving them. The
natural anxiety of a user of the phone under particularly trying con-
ditions may also help the listener-in to a better understanding of the
situation.

The question of volume of trallic Las already heen mentioned
as a source of valuable information to the enemy. The regulation
and control of such traftic will, of course, he an important contribution
to wircless security.  Well thought out and cavefully manufactured
false messages, sent by the less frequently used wireless stations, and
at times mixed up with trafic on all sets in the area, may prove to be
a source of great embarrassment to the enemy intelligence. 1f a vode
that is not too difficult to decipher is employed, an even greater
confusion may be created in the minds of the opposition. This
again requires very careful organization, as, if badly handled, it is
likely to defeat its own ends.

This article has dealt only with the main difliculties ol signal
security.  Visual signalling, line telegraphy and telephony can all he
dealt with by the exereise of reasonable care.  Wircless is undoubtedly
the main problem and, in ovder to ensure a system of  Nignal Security
capable of guarding against the dangers inherent in wireless com-
munication, the following measures must be taken (—

(«) Wireless calls must bear no relation to the units served hy any

particular W/T station and they must be changed at frequent and
irregular intervals.

(6) Addresses ** To ™ and™ From ™ must be suitably disguised
by false or code names and changed frequently.

(¢) The same procedure must be enforced with names of units,
ete. appearing in the text of the message.

(d) Originator’s numbers must bear no relution to the originator
Limsell.
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(¢) Employment of cipher will in the majority of cases be
necessary.

(f) The volume and direction of signal traffic must be controlled.

There is one school of thought which maintains that the measures
necessary for a really efficient system of signal security are too com-
plicated, cause too much delay, and throw too much of a strain on
staff and signal service tomake them worth while. Their contention
is that the gain in speed and simplicity will more than outweigh any
advantage the enemy may obtain from lack of secrecy. Whether this
opinion is correct or not is a matter for argument, but it is one which
every officer should consider. The true solution lies, probably like
that of most war problems, in the nice balancing of security against
simplicity and speed.
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HINTS ON MAKING A BANDOBAST FOR A SHOOT IN THE
CENTRAL PROVINCES.

By A Forest OFFICER.

Whenever 1 come across In remote spots young men, who generally
have never had an opportunity of learning about the India outside
cantonments, I fully realize how much more difticult things are for
them in cvery way than for an official with local influence and plenty
of subordinates to help him. However, my experience is that most
men enjoy the novelty of the situation, and T am sure those who have
tried would agree with me that no one, who is keen to get out in the
jungle and can put up with roughing it, should be deterred by the difli-
culties of the bandobast.  1f two men go together T believe the problems
that avise will be more a source of amusement than anything clse.
1 recolleet my feelings of puzzled embuarrassment on meeting two
subalierns of a British regiment in the jungle, who solicited my help
“and a f eharmer 7. 1 realized just in time
that it was " wmachans = and a " chamar’ that they were after, and

2

as regards ¢ madchens

though my mind jumped to all the problems they must be facing with
so meagre an equipment of Hindustani, T realized later that I never
met two follows who enjoyed themselves more, 1 shall assume that
the reader is equally new to the country and wants information «b
thitio.

The shooting in Government Forest, the only forest arcas where
any control over shooting is exercised, is administered by the local
forest oflicer on behalf of the Deputy Commissioner who is the head of
the District. It is always wise if you visit the headquarters of the
district before proceeding to your shoot to call not only on the Forest
Officer, but also on the Deputy Commissioner and the District Snper-
intendent of Police ; their advice is sure to be helpful and you may
get quite unexpected assistance, as nowhere are you likely to meet
a finer tradition of helping the stranger at your gate.

The local forest officer is called the Divisional Forest Oflicer and
it is to him you address your application for a Shooting Block. His
Division is divided into about half a dozen Ranges of 100 to 200 square
miles cach, in charge of Range Officers who rank with Indian Officers
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in the Indian Army. These Ranges contain two or three shooting
Blocks ; some good but most of them indifferent. The first considera-
tion is to find out the names of oneor two good Blocks and the name
of the Division, and the only way to do that is to keep your cars open
and jot them down against the day you may require them. You can,
of course, leave it to the Divisional Forest Officer, but there is always
o demand for his best blocks, and if the choice is left to him he will
naturally incline to give the most popular ones a rest.

The rules allow you to apply for a Shooting Permit for a Block
up to threc months in advance of the day you mean to enter it, and
you will be wise to do so. Possibly you may be able to get two Blocks
the cost of cach being Rs. 25 per month, but if your leave is only a
month I advise you to concentrate on one arca and get to know it.
March and April are the best months.

Don’t expect game to abound in India as it does in the pictures of
** Africa Speaks * ; wherever you go in the Central Provinces you will
have to look for it, and you will find your powers of patience tested far
more than you expect.  Against my will I once gave an inferior Block
at & moment’s notice to two subalterns who had got their leave and
nowhere to go.  Ten days later I got a note,** You were quite right
this Block isn't much good. Asa matter of fact the only living animal
we have seen is a pig, so we have decided to spend therest of ourleave
in Mussooric.” Two dayslater,* I am awfully sorry 1 wrote you that
note when we were feeling rather fed up. We have had a wonderful
time sincethen. Yesterday I got a solitary bull bison in the morning,
and in the evening I saw tracks of tiger and sat up over a live kill.
1 got three tigresses in five minutes and my friend got the fourth
further down the wullah.” Again, I lay emphasis on paticuce. Tigers
trek round in wide circles and there is always hope.

The permit issued to you will show you the number of sambhar,
cheetal, barasingha and bison you may shoot, the address of the Range
Officer and  details about closed scasons. The numbers allotted are
governed by the annual limit for the Block and by the length of your
permit. You will never be given more than one bison and generally
two of cach of the others. Tigers, panthers, bear, nilgai and pig are
unlimited, but that is because they are classed as *‘vermin *” and not
hecause they are so numerous, except in the case of pig. Always
shoot pig, there is no question of their being ridden, they are a plague
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to the crops and your best means. not only of festing vour shooting
and vour rifle, lut what is also mportant. of making friends with vour
hosts, the local junglies. .\ dead pig the livst night i camp is a fipe
mtroduction and it has helped beginners more than they know.  All
concerned appreciate evidence that this strange Sahib, who cannot talk
to them, can anyhow hit the mark and that hix bandook can kill,
Decause no one knows what circnmstances may not arise hefore the
uninvited guest takes his departure from the neighbourhood, and not
everyone looks forward to being mixed up unarmed in other people’s
tiger heats. TGl all the bears you can and don’t teeat them with
contempt. The villager hax no more dangerous enemy.

When you are told the Block vou want ix available, send the fee
by Money Order and made out a conelse list of questions, leaving space
for briel answers, c.g.. Railway Station. Post Oriice. Distance to Block,
b(:.\'t centre. is there a Forest Rest House. may 1ask the Range Ofticer
to get me kills and send earts to the Station. can [ take a car or hire
amotorlorry 7 Axk the Divisional Forest Ofticer to fill in the answers,

And bere a word of warning. The Forest Oflicer’s duty is confined
{0 issuing a permit. providing a Forest Guard to wateh vour move-
wents and keep him informed. and  to running vou in and finding you
il you break cither Forest laws or Game laws.  Dismiss the illusion
that Forest Ofhwers are maintained by Government to run shoots for
themselves and other people. Whatever the Forest Oflicer, or his
Range Officer, or his Forest Guard do to help you is done of their own
free will.

Help yon will certainly want one way or another from all these
individuals, and vou are pretty certain to get it so long as you set
about it the right way, e.g., always offer a Range Ofticer a chair,

It s difhieult to think of all the things you want to know, especially
as 1 must be Dried. Note the following :—

(1) Maps.  Ask the numbers of the one inch sheets which cover
the Block and order on a Money Order form from—The
Map Record and Issue Oflice, 13, Wood Street, Caleutta,
paper Re. 1-8-0, linen-backed Rs. 2-4-0 per sheet.

({1) Weupons.

(@) U you can afford it a D. B. IL V., 100 or 150, and a small
bore mugazine rifle for stalking—Righy, Mannlicher or
Springfield—is the best equipment you can have. The
former is only really necessary for bison.
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For tiger or panther you ave just as well off with the old 300 D. B.
black powder rifle, using low pressure cordite cartridges, which are
smokeless. This should cost about Rs. 130 compared with Rs. 750
for a H. V. rifle. Bullets for bison should be nickel-capped and
pointed; for the soft skinned cats they should he hollow-nosed or cop-
per-tubed so that thev break up at once. There is always a danger
with H. V. rifles that the ballet will pasy straight through a tiger.
You may not be able to tell if vou have hit at all and it may be
difficult to find any blood trail to help you. Remember with all
eame it is often the second shot which counts. so what you want is to
knock the animal down with the first and be able to finish it of
with the second shot, preferably without f{rightening the animal or
giving away your position by having to click a magazine. You are
more likely to do this with the old -500 D. B. rifle than with any
H. V.rifle. If you douse a 1L V. rifle be sure to have solt-nosed
or hollow bullets.

Whatever rifles vou take, practice with them on the range first.
Confidence in your weapon is hall the battle and always earry youar
rifle voursell, otherwise vou will mis¢ vour chance,

(h) 12 bore shot-gun with
() 50, s and 50, 6% lor peafowl], jungle-fowland green pigeon,
(i7) 20 lethal bullets,  Try them on the range. 1 saw one gun
aive a bull at 100 vards,
(i77) 25 8. 8. Qs

Inerease your confidence hy having more ammunition with you

than vou are likely to want.

T suggest following up a wounded panther with 8. 8. (s, in hoth
parrels, and a wounded tiger with a lethal hullet in right barrel and
S. 8. G in left barrel, espeeially if on foot and vou can't locate the
animal. Tf possible always have huffaloes or dogs ahead to distract
the animal’s attention from human beings. Buffaloes are no use in
the heat of the day. Dogs can be invaluable and can generally he
trusted to look alter themselves.

(7if) Iepense——Rs. 500 a head per month should cover you,
apart from travelling expenses.  Take (ifty rupees worth
of wimas and plenty of silver rapees. Notes and four
anna hits are not popular in the jungle. Pay beaters
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and villagers with your own hand—don't leave it to your
orderly or soldier servant, he will regard aboriginals as
monkeys quite unworthy of full pay. Ask the Range
Ofticer the daily rate for labour and carts and pay it out
vourself at once. Nothing serves to establish good
relations more, and it aceords with the tradition of the best
men in the country. The friends vou can make among
these simple folk will be one of vour pleasantest memories,

Kills (buffaloes) cost ahout Rs. 10 and you should ask the Range
Officer to help you arrange. Two men are required for tying up and
visiting each kill. The vope should he one a tiger can break.

Allyoucanhope for inthe way of suppliesarea few eggs, chickens
and milk. Take stores, vegetables, fruit, ete. If there is a Forest
Rest House it will be furnished, but has no lamps, erockery or plate.
See vourself that drinking water is boiled and guard against being
hitten by mosquitoes as much as possible.

(i) Rewards.—Tiger and panther Rs. 15. Wild dog and bear
Rs. 5. Send a receipt to the Divisional Forest Officer,
quoting details and he will arrange payment by Money
Order from the Treasury to the addrvess given. It is
customary to give the amount to the man who is with
vou at the time.

() dMiseellunenus.—Don't forget :—Mosquito nets, quinine,
aspirin, chlorodyne, permanganate, bandages, ete., plaster,
iodine peneil, mosquitol for sitting in mechan, soda
sparklet, alum for skins, skinning knives, water bottle,
cough lozenges if you are liable to cough in a wmuchan,
torch and refills, whistle, kukri, crepe-soled boots (not
shoes), spine pad, pigsticker topi, fishing rod, field glasses,
camera and books.

Books of local interest recommended are :—

(a) Shikar Notes [or Novices, by the Hon. James Best, LF.S.

(h) The Animals of Central India, by A. A. Dunbar-Brander,
0.B.K., LF.8.

(¢) The MHighlands of Central India, by Forsythe,
(d) Seonce, by Sterndale,
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PICKLES, A. D. C.
By ¢ Mouse.”

It is with the greatest diffidence that I approach the question of
aides-de-camp at all.  Although he follows the second oldest profession
in the world, the A. D. C. has suffered the derision, the abuse and the
envy of all the centuries and centurions. Wits have used him for
their gibes. Humorists have caricatured him for their hase ends.
Novelists, dramatists and diarists have dragged him in by his shortest
hairs to establish their aplomb with the au fond of the haut monde.
He, poor devil, is the whipping-boy of society. Nobody treats him seri-
ously ; nobody loves him : nobody sympathises with him, and nohody
has stood up for him—until T undertook to write this article. (In
Australia he is called a *° Gent's help ”; but the Australians are
low.)

The genus A. D. C.is neither so distinguished nor distinet that it
deserves the exaggerated isolation which falls to its ordinary lot. By
some historical mischance the idea has grown that an aide-de-camp is
a hot-house hloom ; it looks heautiful, it smells agreeably, it is nice to
touch, it has heen nurtured amid the most delicate and relined sur-
roundings and—if exposed to the blasts of the outside world-—it wilts.
Nothing could be farther from the truth. Most As. D. C. thrive on
blasts. The job calls forth a soldier’s greatest attributes; force of
character, courage of a high degree, verve in dealing with subordinates
and ladies, quickness of judgment in an emergency, leadership, organi-
zation, administration, decentralisation, tact in dealing with superiors
and in getting your own way (think of the number of Generals who
failed to persuade or cajole politicians during the Great War all for
lack of training as junior officers), and a cheerful appearance in the
midst of the most depressing circumstances. There has never been a
perfect A. D. C.  Such an one would combine the appearance of a re-
juvenated Field-Marshal with the sex appealof a film star, the origi-
nality of a Fortnum or Mason, the character of a Sir Galahad, the
plausibility of a Colonel House, the charm of a Henry Wilson, the
ability and tenacity of a Ford. and the versatility of a polo pony in a
pagal gymkhana. A few As. D. C. have reached almost these heights,
but two of the best just failed the attainment of perfection on their
appointment as Commanders-in-Chiel in India,
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Personally Tam rather sorry flor aides-de-camp. When they appear
officially they are in the limelight of pitiless publicity. Tf one of them
loses his stirrup, his head or his temper. it is 2 matter for six months
discussion and a lifetime of memorv. This may appear to be an
over-weighted staternent, but T know a manin India who is still trying
to live down an upside-down spur and he has told me in confidenee
that he owes his present obscurity to this ghastly aberration of his
bearer.  There i3 the unfortunate story also of the young gallant who
kissed the wrong woman at the right moment and has spent his time
ever since kicking his heels and himsell in the hackwater of a garrison
town. As. D. (. have many opportunities certainly. hut temptation
and  disillusion are their step-sisters.

Having written this long-lelt want wmong «ides-de-camp it is,
therefore, with peculiar sadness that 1 conduct the reader to an histori-
cal aspeet of A, D. C.-dom wherein the hero shows up in 2 sorry light
but the same reader will concede. I hope, the truth of the old saying
that this exception proves my rule. By holding up  Pickles ™ to the
horror of the multitude T do not wish to testifv that all As. D. C. are
of immaculate conception, but rather do T wish to show that even the
most ineficient of the hreed may conceal virtues which place him
definitely upon a higher plane than the Iate Captain Scott Jervis,
106th Light Tnfantry.

Captain Jervis, A. D. (4 to His Excelleney Sir William Mansfield
and Comptroller of the Commander-in-Chief’s Household, was court
martialled in Simla in 1866, and the proceedings form one of the most
remarkable events which convulsed Simla socicty since the Mutiny,
Jervis was apparently a popular young character with a quick temper,
an easy-going nature. and an astonishing disregard for the ordinary
rules of discipline and evervday courtesy. He was the defendant,
The plaintitt was His Bxcellency the Commander-in-Chicef, Sir William
Mansfield, late Chief of the Staff in the Bombay Army where he had
“ served with much efficiency during the mutinies and thus carried
great weight in all military affairs.”™ If one hazarded a judgment
of his character from reading between the lines of the court martial
proceedings the result would be the figure of an irascible, foolish, badly
advised old gentleman who allowed his better feelings to be over-
come by his natural anger at (inding that for several years he had
nursed a viper in his bosom.
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This famous court-martial assembled on 25th June 1866 and
finished its work about nine weeks later—on 30th August. The Presi-
dent was a Brigadier-General and the Members were seven Colonels,
four Lieutenant-Colonels and three Majors. The prisoner was
arraigned on five charges which I will condense from their legal
phrascology into more homely language :— '

Lst Charge : Scandalous behaviour, unhecoming the character
of an officer and gentleman while cmployed as Aide-de-Camp, in that,
he--

() At Mahasoo daring the months of September, October and
November 1865, misappropriated property valued at
Rs. 920-10-8 *“[or the entertaiument of his own guests.”
The list of property included :

100 bottles of sherry,

61 bottles of champagne.

88 bottles of claret.

114 bottles of beer.
1 bottle of Worcester sance.
1 tin of ham.
1 tin of pate de [oie gras.
3 tins of truffles.
4 tins of asparagus,
1 1b. of tea.
1 bottle of mixed pickles.

(b) At Calcutta in February 1866 debited the sum of Rs. 700/-
in His Excellency’s accounts, the same sum being the cost
of his own private table expenses.

(6) At Calcutta or Simla dishonestly misappropriated to his
own use stable gear of the value of Rs. 275/-.

(@) Charged to His Excellency’s debit the sum of Rs. 47-14-0

which sum was expended privately by Captain Jervis for his
own use.

2nd Charge : Refusing to produce his account books before a
Military Court of Enquiry on 14th May 1866.

- 3rd Charge: Neglecting to obey the order of His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief to attend a Committee of Audit on the 22nd
May 1866.

b
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4th Charge: Disobeying the lawful command of his superior
officer (the Deputy Adjutant-General) to deliver him his sword when
placed under arrest on 9th June 1866.

5th (harge: Conduct unbecoming the character of an officer
in having at Simla on the 22nd June made use of highly insubordinate
expressions in a letter to the Adjutant-General in regard to his appear-
ance before a General Court-Martial :—“In reply, 1 have the honour
most solemnly and emphatically to protest against this proceeding
as unwarranted by law, principle or justice, and to state with every
respect to His Excellency that nothing short of physical force will
induce me to be present at the Court, and that if dragged there as a
prisoner by violent means, T shall take no part in the proceedings.”

Before this odious arraignment the prisoner adopted a defiant
attitude. With the able assistance ofa civilian counsel. M. W. Taylor,
he made three pleas in bar of trial. Before these were accepted by the
Court it had to close twice in order that it might discuss quietly the
shockingly forcible language used by the accused. If one ohserves
the chronological order of the five charges preferred against Pickles,
one sees that he imagined from the beginning that he was being made
the public and official delinquent for a personal and private spite,
and that the injustice of such a proceeding turned his mind so violently
“ redwards * that he threw all caution, all discipline and all ordinary
feelings of gratitude or respect, to the winds in order either to save his
skin or vindicate his character.

In his pleas in bar h: reiterated vehemently («) that the Com-
mander-in-Chief being in fact the plaintifi could not legally convene
the court to try him; (b) that the orders he was charged with dis-
obeying were illegal and (¢) that the Commander-in-Chief had over-
ridden the Judge Advocate in not allowing him, the accused, to call
certain witnesses for the defence. To this the Judge Advocate made
good legal answers which led to further judicial quibbling and counter-
pleag—all too involved to follow—which resulted in the Court
closing again. Eventually all the pleas were disallowed and the
prisoner was asked to plead “ Guilty or Not Guilty.”

The prisoner replied : “ Under protest—not guilty.”

The Prosecution.—The case for the prosecution lasted for twenty-
one days and was a long, tedious business brightened by passages
at arms between the prisoner, the court and the various witnesses.
Pickles was assisted by his civilian counsel whose arguments and






