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Abstract

This article examines China’s recently launched Four
Global Initiatives (4GIs)—the Global Development
Initiative (GDI), the Global Security Initiative (GSI),
the Global Civilisation Initiative (GCI), and the Global
Governance Initiative (GGI)—introduced between
2021 and 2025. These initiatives signal the gradual
strategic shift from the debt-laden Belt and Road
Initiative towards a more comprehensive and self-
reinforcing framework that subtly advances Beijing’s
global influence by systematically challenging the
Western liberal order through institutional and
normative reshaping rather than direct disruption.
Framed as President Xi Jinping’s vision of a
‘Community with a shared future for mankind’, this
architecture sequentially promotes economic
dependencies through the GDI, security
interoperability through the GSI, narrative alignment
through the GCI, and institutional influence through
the GGI, while simultaneously operationalising
elements of a parallel techno-authoritarian order.
Deployed through multilateral platforms such as the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa grouping, and the
United Nations, the 4GIs promote state-centric data
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control, sovereignty-first security frameworks, and
relativist governance norms, thereby, cultivating
greater reliance among countries of the Global
South. This article analyses the integrated
ecosystem of these initiatives and assesses their
implications, including the potential emergence of
competing global orders and the strategic challenges
they pose for India.

Introduction

China’s Global Initiatives quartet i.e., the Global Development
Initiative (GDI), Global Security Initiative (GSI), Global

Civilisation Initiative (GCI), and Global Governance Initiative (GGI),
launched between 2021 and 2025, represent a deliberate evolution
of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) inaugurated in 2013. China’s
four Global Initiatives (4GIs), collectively represent the BRI’s
transformation from mega infrastructure projects into a
comprehensive framework aimed at re-engineering the international
order. Post COVID, Beijing has shifted emphasis from large, debt-
heavy connectivity projects to a denser web of norms, rules, and
technology-enabled mechanisms, designed to subtly expand its
influence while reducing vulnerability to Western pressure. Framed
as remedies for global deficits in peace, development, security,
governance, and trust, the 4GIs explicitly blame Western liberal
systems for current crises and present Chinese solutions as more
representative, inclusive, and equitable for the Global South.

Christopher Krebs, the first director of the United States (US)
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, has encapsulated
his analysis of the differing strategic goals of Russia and China in
their cyber operations and foreign influence campaigns against
the US as, “When we think about Russia, they are trying to disrupt
the system, and China is trying to manipulate the system”.1 China’s
recently launched 4GIs, launched in quick succession, marks the
comprehensive evolution of Beijing’s global power projection
beyond the BRI infrastructure-focused project toward a self-
reinforcing ecosystem systematically challenging Western liberal
order. This article analyses 4GIs-integrated architecture, where
GDI’s economic dependencies enable GSI security partnerships,
GCI’s civilisational narratives legitimise the Communist Party of
China’s (CPC) governance values, and GGI institutionalises these
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shifts as multilateral norms through system manipulation rather
than disruption. Through 4GIs sequential domain dominance,
Beijing normalises state-centric development models, sovereignty-
first security doctrines, civilisational pluralism privileging the CPC’s
narratives, and governance architectures that reject universal
values. Deployed via Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO),
Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa (BRICS)grouping,
and the United Nations (UN) platforms, the 4GIs cultivate the
Global South reliance while offering Chinese solutions that embed
non-liberal norms, state-controlled data, sovereignty-centric
security, and relativist rights, gradually constructing a scalable
techno-authoritarian alternative to the Western-led institutions. A
mixed-methods approach was employed to systematically identify,
analyse, and validate the strategic interplay between China’s 4GIs
as components of Beijing’s comprehensive global dominance
strategy for establishing the integrated architecture, enabling
system manipulation over disruption.

Strategic Shift: Belt and Road Initiative Yields to Global
Initiatives Quartet

After phenomenal initial success, the BRI faced geopolitical
backlash due to several drawbacks, which include debt traps,
project delays and cancellations, environmental damage, corruption
scandals, and human rights violations.2 With a sharper, more
flexible, and an all-inclusive plan for global competition, the 4GIs
form a ‘Post-COVID BRI 2.0’ plan to fix the old BRI’s weak spots
and boosts Chinese global influence. Strategically, the 4GIs extend
the earlier BRI into a comprehensive ideological arc—infrastructure
cum development norms, security concepts, civilisational discourse,
and governance redesign. The cumulative effect is the gradual
construction of a parallel, more authoritarian leaning global order
under the banner of multilateralism and Chinese ‘Community with
a shared future for mankind’.3,4

The 4GIs operate in sync to systematically undermine liberal
democratic norms while transferring influence from the Western
frameworks to Beijing’s state-centric model. GDI builds economic
ties, GSI offers security and technology cooperation, GCI shapes
narratives and legitimacy, and GGI converts these into institutional
and rule-making leverage. Taken together, they create a virtuous
cycle where material dependence, security linkages and shared
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discourse feed China’s political influence.5 Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s rhetoric through 4GIs highlights fairness, multilateralism,
and a ‘Community with a shared future for mankind’ and projects
China as the leader for the Global South nations against the
Western hegemony.

GDI speeds up the UN 2030 Agenda with USD 4 bn in
funding; GSI pushes ‘Common Security’ based on non-interference;
GCI builds ‘Civilisational Dialogue’, and GGI calls for reforms in
the UN and World Trade Organization.6 Under the cloak of the
4GIs talks, China spreads techno-authoritarian ideas through
economic power.

GDI pays for digital projects like Beidou satellites and Artificial
Intelligence (AI) rules, which create dependencies. GSI sells
surveillance tools as peacekeeping aid. GCI defends censorship
as cultural sovereignty and GGI seeks to transform existing bodies
like the UN and, simultaneously, propose parallel new institutions
such as International Organisation for Mediation (IOMed), a Hong
Kong based mediation group launched on 20 Oct 2025 with focus
on resolving international disputes through mediation.7

The new groups like IOMed and the Global AI Cooperation
Organisation under the cloak of GGI generally skip the UN veto
limits and direct Global South dealings through China-led setups.8

Organisations such as China’s Maritime Courts have emerged as
a global hub for dispute resolution, while handling 6,823 foreign-
related cases (2022-2024) involving parties from 143 countries.
The prominent recent dispute handled by China’s Maritime Courts
includes Ningbo Maritime Court mediating a Malacca Strait collision
under Chinese law and a Marshall Islands ship case settled for
USD 1.25 mn, which reflects Beijing’s maritime judicial strategy.9

GCI has changed human rights into development rights to justify
China’s actions in Xinjiang and Hong Kong, while, simultaneously,
attacking the Western long-arm jurisdiction.10 Together, GDI and
GSI tie Huawei tech and Beidou satellites into the BRI across 149
countries to spread China’s Great Firewall model via the Digital
Silk Road (DSR) and build deep digital ties.11

Chinese official narratives describe the 4GIs as an organic
whole in which GDI provides the material foundation, GSI
safeguards a peaceful environment, GCI builds value consensus,
and GGI supplies institutional guarantees. This systemic framing
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portrays China as offering a full-spectrum governance package
and not an isolated project.12 Within a short span of time, China’s
4GIs have rapidly constructed a parallel global architecture to
challenge the Western-dominated institutions across critical
domains.13 Launched between 2021 and 2025, these initiatives
have secured over 100 endorsements for the GDI fund (USD 4
bn), engaged security partners like Russia, Iran, and Pakistan
through GSI dialogues, integrated AI governance bodies and IOMed
with SCO and BRICS frameworks, and have signed 43 Global
South memoranda of understanding for Cross-Border Interbank
Payment System or Renminbi Settlement.14,15,16

Within four years, the swift institutional proliferation of China
has demonstrated their unprecedented strategic ambition of
converting economic assistance into normative dominance and
redirecting global flows toward Beijing’s state-centric vision. By
emphasising on under-representation and historical injustice, the
4GIs frame China as the voice and defender of developing states.
Preferential finance and easy transfer of cheap Chinese technology
coupled with diplomatic support translate China’s narrative into
voting coalitions and agenda control within the UN agencies and
other multilaterals.17

Global Development Initiative

GDI, launched by Xi Jinping in Sep 2021 at the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA), accelerates the UN’s 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development through six core principles: prioritising
development, people-centred approaches, universal benefits,
innovation-driven growth, human-nature harmony, and results-
oriented actions. Targeting eight priority areas, i.e., poverty
alleviation, food security, pandemic response, development
financing, climate change, industrialisation, digital economy, and
connectivity, GDI positions China as the Global South’s champion
against the Western historical inequities. The implementation of
GDI includes the high-level dialogue on Global Development, two
sessions of the high-level conference of the Forum on Global
Action for Shared Development, setting up the Global Development
and South-South Cooperation Fund with a total of USD 4 bn,
launch of the China-Food and Agricultural Organization’s (FAO)
Third South-South Cooperation Trust Fund with USD 50 mn, and
setting up of the Global Development Promotion Center. GDI rapidly
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secured endorsements from over 100 countries and international
organisations, with over 80 nations joining the Group of Friends
of GDI.18

In Sep 2025, at the UNGA 80th session, China announced
the China-UN Global South-South Development Facility (2025-
2030) with the UN Office for South-South Cooperation, targeting
digital transformation and green development in the most vulnerable
countries, including least developed countries, land-locked
developing countries, and small island developing states through
Huawei and Beidou infrastructure and AI capacity-building.19 Under
the cloak of developmental rhetoric, GDI architects a parallel
techno-authoritarian order which focuses on smaller, greener,
digitally-oriented projects that embed the Chinese standards.
Huawei 5G networks, Beidou satellite systems, and surveillance
architectures across 149 countries create digital dependencies
that normalise state-centric data control, bypassing the Western
privacy and data protection norms.20

Global Security Initiative

GSI was launched by Xi Jinping at the Boao Forum for Asia on
21 Apr 2022 and is articulated through six core commitments:
indivisible security, sovereignty respect, UN Charter adherence,
legitimate security concerns, dialogue-based dispute resolution,
and comprehensive traditional or non-traditional security. GSI
rejects Cold War alliances and zero-sum games in favour of win-
win partnerships. Unlike Western collective defence models, GSI
prioritises state-centric stability, cyber sovereignty, biosecurity, and
AI governance while positioning China as a mediator for the Global
South security dilemmas. GSI is operationalised via a Feb 2023
concept paper and sponsors platforms like the Global Public
Security Cooperation Forum to showcase Chinese surveillance
technologies.21,22

Over 90 bilateral and multilateral documents now incorporate
GSI language while systematically converting GDI economic
dependencies into enduring security partnerships that discreetly
embed the Chinese standards.23 Pacific Island nations have already
received integrated disaster relief and police training packages
featuring Hikvision surveillance systems and Zhongxing
Telecommunication Equipment Corporation cyber security solutions
framed as non-traditional security cooperation. In Central Asia,
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joint counterterrorism drills conducted through SCO frameworks
are gradually enhancing People’s Liberation Army interoperability
with regional militaries.24 GSI’s recent signature achievement
remains China’s Mar 2023 mediation normalising Saudi–Iran
relations, restoring diplomatic ties after seven years and securing
both nations’ commitments to GSI principles. This breakthrough is
hailed by more than 100 countries and has demonstrated China’s
neutral broker credentials while expanding Chinese Middle East
footprint and embedding GSI concepts into bilateral agreements
across BRICS, SCO, and African Union frameworks.25,26

Global Civilisation Initiative

GCI was presented by Xi Jinping in Mar 2023 during a high-level
dialogue with World Political Parties High-level Meeting, seeking
to foster respect for civilisational diversity; uphold humanity’s
common values such as peace, development, equity, justice,
democracy, and freedom through a state-centric lens; preserve
and innovate civilisations; and strengthen people-to-people
exchanges globally.27 GCI rejects ‘Clash of Civilisations’ rhetoric,
promoting mutual learning over the Western universalism.28,29 In
addition to the cultural diplomacy, GCI strategically architects a
parallel techno-authoritarian order by exporting China’s party-state
model of governance, which fuses Confucian harmony with digital
authoritarianism. This order challenges the US-led liberal
international framework by normalising cyber sovereignty,
algorithmic control, and elite capture through platforms like the
World Internet Conference and Confucius Institutes (rebranded as
Chinese International Education Foundation in mid-2020).30,31 By
prioritising civilisational dialogue over universal human rights, China
positions itself as an alternative pole, fostering interoperability
among authoritarian regimes via DSR infrastructure to include
Huawei 5G networks, AI-surveillance, and data localisation
standards that protect participants from Western sanctions and
norms.32

A recent success exemplifies Chinese GCI parallel order’s
traction. GCI’s success manifested in the Ministerial Meeting of
Global Civilizations Dialogue, held in Beijing on 10-11 Jul 2025,
where more than 600 delegates from 140 countries endorsed its
principles under Safeguarding Diversity of Human Civilisations,
amplifying exchanges with Eastern Europe.33 In Jun 2024, the 78th
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session of the UNGA unanimously adopted a resolution proposed
by China to designate 10 Jun as the International Day for Dialogue
among Civilisations. This resolution emphasises respecting
civilisational diversity and promoting equal dialogue and mutual
respect among different cultures, reflecting the core principles of
GCI. The unanimous support highlights GCI’s alignment with global
trends and its relevance in an interconnected world. It addresses
critical questions about the coexistence of civilisations and the
future of humanity, offering Chinese perspectives and solutions to
foster mutual learning and advance human progress. In 2024,
GCI has been incorporated into bilateral agreements with over a
dozen countries, including Pakistan, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain,
Tunisia, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Serbia, and Hungary, earning
growing international recognition and support. Even before the
launch of GCI, China continued to deepen cooperation with UN
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and
the UN World Tourism Organisation. The unanimous support
highlights GCI’s alignment with global trends and its relevance in
an interconnected world. As of Dec 2022, China has included its
43 items on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List.34

Global Governance Initiative

GGI is a fourth major global initiative of this decade and the
newest layer in a broader long-term project to reshape the
international order in a way that favour Chinese power, norms,
and interests. GGI was introduced by Jinping during SCO Plus
meeting at Tianjin on 01 Sep 202535, representing a cornerstone
of China’s overarching strategy to reshape the global order. GGI
completes the quartet alongside GDI, GSI, and GCI to construct
a ‘Community with a Shared Future for Mankind’.36 The initiative
systematically addresses the fundamental questions of global
governance, ‘By whom, how, and for whom it is conducted’, while
responding to the concerns of the international community,
presenting itself as the correct choice for tackling global challenges
and the essential path to resolving the governance deficit.37 GGI
advocates five core concepts: First, sovereign equality to ensure
participation in global affairs by all countries; second, international
rule of law for a just and orderly global governance system; third,
multilateralism for greater solidarity and cooperation among all
countries; fourth, a people-centred approach for universally
beneficial and inclusive outcomes of global governance; and fifth,
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real results for a pragmatic and efficient global governance
process.38

China exploits multilateralism to reshape international
organisations into ‘China Fit’ entities, suppressing dissent while
amplifying the CPC’s narratives.39 A former UN employee, Emma
Reilly, exposed how Beijing silences sensitive topics, manipulates
reports, and downplays human rights and democracy within the
UN bodies.40 As the US leadership retreats under President Donald
Trump’s retrenchment, Beijing exploits the vacuum not only by
infiltrating existing international organisations, but also by creating
new ones to shape nascent domains like AI, space, and deep-sea
mining. Framed as South–South solidarity, GGI strategies cultivates
the Global South dependencies, implant pervasive intelligence
networks, and normalises the Chinese norms, while gradually
displacing the Western paradigms and challenging institutional
transparency. China is actively shaping the UN and positioning
itself to challenge the Western-led norms. UN Secretary-General
António Guterres, marking China’s 50th UN Security Council
permanent seat anniversary in Oct 2021, praised Beijing as “An
increasingly important contributor... and a major pillar of
international cooperation”.41 A House Committee report, dated 24
Oct 2024, reveals China co-opting the UN and World Health
Organization, neglecting their commitments while shaping global
standards through Huawei and ZTE support.42

China leverages financial power and strategic personnel
placement to reshape the UN agendas, holding key roles in FAO,
International Telecommunication Union, and UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (holding Under-Secretary-General post
since 2007). This enables blocking unfavourable resolutions,
prioritising sovereignty and development over liberal norms, and
building anti-Western coalitions through development programs.43

Global Initiatives Quartet: Self-Reinforcing Architecture for
Global Surge Amid Volatility

Post Xi Jinping’s ascension to the top leadership position, China
is no longer content with being a ‘Rule-taker’, China now seeks to
become a ‘Rule-shaper’.44 China’s 4GIs marks a strategic pivot
from the BRI’s infrastructure focus to a holistic framework, re-
engineering global norms post-COVID. The 4GIs translate Jinping’s
vision into reality.45 The ‘Community of shared future for mankind’
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concept is deliberately crafted to reshape international discourse,
reûecting China’s eûort to reframe global governance around
inclusivity and mutual respect.46 The 4GIs, launched sequentially
within five years, form a comprehensive framework that projects
Beijing’s strategic influence across development, security, culture,
and governance amid global volatility. Collectively, these initiatives
aim to reshape global governance structures while amplifying
China’s political, economic, and security footprint worldwide. The
4GIs operate as a coordinated ecosystem: GDI creates material
dependencies via financing and infrastructure; GSI establishes
security interoperability through policing and surveillance exports;
GCI drives civilisational consensus via mutual learning; and GGI
achieves existing institutional capture and creating parallel
structures like IOMeD organisations and AI governance forums.47,48

Analysis of recent events and their success within short period
confirms this interplay, validating Beijing’s shift toward a techno-
authoritarian order that privileges relativist rights over universal
values, gradually eroding the Western institutions.

With the 4GI’s, Jinping has established the ideological arc
which shows how he seeks to be the architect of a future global
order underneath the rhetoric of fairness. The Chinese leader
aims to leverage China’s economic power to embed techno-
authoritarian principles that actively undermines the Western-led
institutions and democratic ideals. With launch of the 4GIs in
quick succession, the world is witnessing not just an expansion of
Chinese influence, but a premeditated construction of a parallel
global system designed to entrench Beijing’s vision of an alternative,
state-centric order.49

Beijing’s 4GIs alongside other global strategies present a
more cohesive vision for the world than the US currently offers.
While the White House’s Jul 2025 AI Action Plan is a crucial step
towards asserting their technological leadership, it alone does not
compete with China’s all-encompassing ideological framework,
demonstrating the CPC’s ambitions to cement the supremacy of
China’s values in the global economy, security apparatus, and
digital governance.50

In future, China’s quartet will weaponise its global influence
trajectory by securing global endorsements from underdeveloped
or developing nations and mobilising billions via the UN resolutions
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and SCO integrations to institutionalise their vision that embeds
Beijing’s state-centric norms. Exploiting the US economic
retrenchment, gross domestic product slowdowns, and Trump-era
US–Europe rifts over tariffs and de-risking, China will normalise
non-liberal governance through aggressive tech exports and BRICS
expansions to capture majority of the Global South digital
infrastructure. The US distractions from Ukraine and Iran conflicts
since early 2026 will divert Western resources, enabling Beijing to
tilt neutral states toward a state-centric East via GDI’s economic
dependencies, GSI’s security pacts, GCI’s relativist narratives,
and GGI’s multilateral codification, while countering the liberal West
despite decoupling risks and Indo-Pacific alliances.

China’s weaponisation of the quartet will greatly undermine
India’s strategic position in the Indo-Pacific and accelerate its
encirclement through GDI-driven economic dependencies that glue
India’s neighbours Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, and Sri Lanka
into the BRI corridor, thereby, slashing New Delhi’s regional
leverage. GSI frameworks embedded in the SCO summits will
prioritise common security over territorial disputes, thereby, diluting
India’s sovereignty claims amid persistent Ladakh standoffs and
China’s military realignments with Pakistan, fostering hybrid
vulnerabilities from debt traps to data sovereignty loss. GCI’s
civilisational rhetoric will undermine India’s pluralistic democracy
by normalising the CPC’s relativism on rights and governance,
while GGI will elevates Beijing’s position as BRICS or UN financier
and norm-setter, contesting India’s rules-based advocacy and
further amplifying USD 100 bn trade deficits. These actions may
result in the marginalisation of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC),
heightened border problems, and India’s isolation in South Asia.

Conclusion

China’s global initiatives quartet marks the paradigm shift from
debt-heavy BRI as a mere infrastructure precursor to a self-
reinforcing ecosystem, wherein, GDI generates dependencies, GSI
forges security ties, GCI aligns narratives, and GGI codifies norms.
Together, these initiatives subtly advance Beijing’s dominance plan
by systematically challenging the Western liberal order through
system manipulation rather than outright disruption. Under Jinping,
this comprehensive architecture operationalises his vision,
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delivering Chinese public goods via the SCO, BRICS, and UN
platforms to normalise state-centric data control, sovereignty-first
security, and relativist governance, fostering the Global South
reliance while eroding universal values. Globally, 4GIs entrenches
dual orders with Beijing’s techno-authoritarian model, capturing
digital spheres amid Western fragmentation. For India, the
successes of 4GIs will escalates encirclement: GDI’s debt traps
will erode ‘Neighbourhood First’ influence; GSI’s SCO pacts will
dilute border sovereignty amid Ladakh tensions; GCI’s narratives
will undermine democratic pluralism; and GGI’s BRICS or UN
norms will contest rules-based advocacy, risking sub continental
leverage loss, BIMSTEC isolation, and hybrid threats.

Endnotes
1 Olivia Gazis, “Top cybersecurity official: U.S. should employ “range of
tools” against active adversaries”, CBS News, 26 Jun 2019, accessed 16
Dec 2025, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/chris-krebs-top-dhs-
cybersecurity-official-says-us-should-employ-range-of-tools-against-
adversaries/

2 DCS Mayal, “Deciphering Emerging Chinese Human Intelligence
(HUMINT) Footprints under the Cloak of Global Development Initiative
(GDI)”, Centre for Joint Warfare Studies, Feb 2025, accessed 15 Dec
2025, https://cenjows.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Col_Dr_DCS_
Mayal_Retd_Web_Article_Feb_2025_CENJOWS.pdf

3 Katie Cheung, “Xi’s Four ‘Global Initiatives’: China’s Blueprint for a
Parallel World Order”, Special Competitive Studies Project, 16 Sep 2025,
accessed 15 Dec 2025, https://scsp222.substack.com/p/xis-four-global-
initiatives-chinas

4 Nenad Stekiæ, “China’s Global Security Initiative: A New Promise for
Global Stability”, Shanghai International Observation, 16 Jun 2024,
accessed 15 Dec 2025, https://www.shio.gov.cn/TrueCMS/shxwbgs/
voices/content/20240616184538316.htm

5 Cheung, “Xi’s Four ‘Global Initiatives”

6 Qing Liu, “The Profound Significance of the Global Governance Initiative”,
China Diplomacy, 11 Nov 2025, accessed 15 Dec 2025, https://
en.chinadiplomacy.org.cn/2025-11/11/content_118170670.shtml

7 Cheung, “Xi’s Four’Global Initiatives”

8 Ibid.



41China’s Global Initiatives Quartet: Weaponising Development,
Security, Civilisation, and Governance

9 Cao Yin, “More Intl Maritime Cases Land in China”, China Daily Global
Edit ion, 19 Dec 2025, accessed 15 Dec 2025, https://
global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202512/19/WS6944a8bca310d6866eb2f714.
html

10 “Xi Jinping’s Global Civilization Initiative: An Individual Tool for Global
Power,” China Observers in Central and Eastern Europe, accessed 15
Mar 2026, https://chinaobservers.eu/xi-jinpings-global-civilization-initiative-
an-individual-tool-for-global-power/

11 “China on the Global Stage: Understanding the GDI, GSI and the
GCI”, The Young Diplomats, 03 Nov 2024, accessed 15 Mar 2026, https:/
/www.theyoungdiplomats.com/post /china-on- the-global-s tage-
understanding-the-gdi-gsi-and-the-gci

12 “Decoding the Book of Xi Jinping: The Governance Philosophy”, Global
Times, 04 Jan 2026, accessed 06 Jan 2026, https://www.globaltimes.cn/
page/202601/1352360.shtml

13 Cheung, “Xi’s Four Global Initiatives”

14 “China’s Global Development Initiative Emphasizes Inclusive Growth”,
United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation, 28 Sep 2023,
accessed 16 Dec 2025, https://unsouthsouth.org/2023/09/28/chinas-global-
development-initiative-emphasizes-inclusive-growth/

15 Stekiæ, “China’s Global Security Initiative”

16 “White Paper on the Internationalization of the RMB”, State Council
Information Office of the People’s Republic of China, 08 Nov 2025,
accessed 16 Dec 2025, http://english.scio.gov.cn/m/whitepapers/2025-
11/08/content_118168812.html

17 Cheung, “Xi’s Four Global Initiatives”

18 “China’s Three Global Initiatives: China’s Solutions to Addressing Global
Challenges”, speech at China’s Global Initiatives and China-PNG
Cooperation Symposium, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s
Republic of China, 18 Mar 2025, accessed 16 Dec 2025, https://
www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/zwbd/202503/t20250318_11577782.html

“China Announces New ‘China–UN Global South–South Development
Facility”, United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation, 29 Sep
2025, accessed 17 Dec 2025, https://unsouthsouth.org/2025/09/29/china-
announces-the-new-china-un-global-south-south-development-facility-in-
partnership-with

19 Cheung, “Xi’s Four Global Initiatives”



42 U.S.I. JOURNAL

20 Sanjana Shah, “China’s Global Security Initiative”, Organisation for
Research on China and Asia (ORCA), 11 Nov 2024, accessed 17 Dec
2025, https://orcasia.org/article/929/chinas-global-security-initiative

21 “Jointly Implementing the Global Security Initiative for Lasting Peace
and Universal Security”, speech delivered at the 10th Beijing Xiangshan
Forum, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, 30
Oct 2024, accessed 17 Dec 2025, https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/xw/wjbxw/
202405/t20240530_11343749.html

22 Ibid.

23 Carla P Freeman, Bates Gill, and Alison McFarland, China’s Global
Security Initiative Takes Shape in Southeast and Central Asia, Special
Report no. 534 (Washington, DC: United States Institute of Peace,
November 2024), 3, accessed 17 Dec 2025, https://www.usip.org/sites/
default/files/2024-12/sr534_chinas-global-security-initiative-takes-shape-
southeast-central-asia.pdf

24" “Joint Trilateral Statement by the People’s Republic of China, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the Islamic Republic of Iran”, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, 10 Mar 2023, accessed
17 Dec 2025, https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/gjhdq_665435/2675_665437/
2818_663626/2819_663628/202303/t20230311_11039241.html

25 Ahmed Aboudouh, “China’s Mediation between Saudi and Iran Is No
Cause for Panic in Washington”, MENASource (Blog), Atlantic Council,
21 Mar 2023, accessed 01 Dec 2025, https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/
blogs/menasource/chinas-mediation-between-saudi-and-iran-is-no-cause-
for-panic-in-washington/

26 “Xi Jinping’s Speech at the CPC in Dialogue with World Political Parties
High-Level Meeting”, International Department of the CPC Central
Committee, 16 Mar 2023, accessed 18 Dec 2025, https://
www.idcpc.org.cn/ztwy/hytl/gdheng/results/202303/t20230316_151401.
html

27 DCS Mayal, Unveiling China’s Global Human Intelligence Strategy
through the Evolving Global Civilization Initiative, USI Occasional Paper
No. 4 – 2025 (New Delhi: United Service Institution of India, 2025),
accessed 18 Dec 2025, https://usiofindia.org/pdf/DCS_Mayal_ocassional_
Paper.pdf

28 Xi Jinping, “Xi Urges Political Parties to Steer Course for Modernization,
Proposes Global Civilization Initiative”, International Department of the
CPC Central Committee, 15 Mar 2023, accessed 18 Dec 2025, https://
www.idcpc.org.cn/ztwy/hytl/gdheng/results/202303/t20230316_151401.
html



43China’s Global Initiatives Quartet: Weaponising Development,
Security, Civilisation, and Governance

29 Ibid.

30 Dominika Urhová, “The Demise of Confucius Institutes: Retreating or
Rebranding?”, China Observers in Central and Eastern Europe, 04 Sep
2024, accessed 19 Dec 2025, https://chinaobservers.eu/the-demise-of-
confucius-institutes-retreating-or-rebranding/

31 Mayal, “Unveiling China’s Global Human Intelligence Strategy”

32 Cai Qi, “Senior CPC Official Highlights Global Civilizations Dialogue,
Cooperation at Beijing Conference”, State Council Information Office of
the People’s Republic of China, 11 Jul 2025, accessed 19 Dec 2025,
http://english.scio.gov.cn/topnews/2025-07/11/content_117973616.html

33 Mayal, “Unveiling China’s Global Human Intelligence Strategy”

34 Xu Wei, “Xi Unveils Global Governance Initiative at SCO”, Shanghai
Cooperation Organization China 2025, 02 Sep 2025, accessed 19 Dec
2025, https://www.scochina2025.org.cn/en/n3/2025/0902/c518818-
20361093.html

35 “Concept Paper on the Global Governance Initiative”, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, 01 Sep 2025, accessed 15 Mar
2026, https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/xw/wjbxw/202509/t20250901_
11699912.html

36 Xi Xiao, “The Global Governance Initiative: China’s Contribution to
Addressing the Global Governance Deficit”, ChinAffairs+, 23 Sep 2025,
accessed 19 Dec 2025, https://www.chinaffairsplus.com/p/the-global-
governance-initiative

37 Wang Yi, “Implementing the Global Governance Initiative for a
Community with a Shared Future for Humanity”, remarks at the 23rd
Lanting Forum, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of
China, 27 Oct 2025, accessed 25 Dec 2025, https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/
eng/wjb/wjbz/jh/202510/t20251027_11741537.html

38 Mayal, “Unveiling China’s Global Human Intelligence Strategy”

39 “China Accused of Influencing Votes at UN to Serve Its Interests,
Whistleblower Claims”, The Economic Times, 17 Apr 2024, accessed 25
Dec 2025, https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-
news/china-accused-of-influencing-votes-at-un-to-serve-its-interests-
whistleblower-claims/articleshow/109361897.cms

40 Courtney J Fung and Shet Lam, “Mixed Report Card: China’s Influence
at the United Nations”, Lowy Institute, 18 Dec 2022, accessed 26 Dec
2025, https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/mixed-report-card-china-
s-influence-united-nations



44 U.S.I. JOURNAL

41 House Committee on Oversight and Accountability, Majority Staff, “CCP
Political Warfare: Federal Agencies Urgently Need a Government-Wide
Strategy”, Staff Report, 24 Oct 2024, accessed 27 Dec 2025, https://
oversight.house.gov/report/staff-report-exposing-the-ccps-destructive-
political-warfare-and-influence-operation/

42 Cheng-Chia Tsai and Andrew H Yang, “How China Is Remaking the
UN in Its Own Image”, The Diplomat, 19 Apr 2020, accessed 27 Dec
2025, https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/how-china-is-remaking-the-un-in-its-
own-image/

43 Jiangyu Wang, “China’s Impact on International Trade Law”, in Chinese
Developmentalism in the Global Legal and Economic Order, ed. Matthew
Erie, Jacques deLisle, and Jaclyn Neo, (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press), 2026, accessed 28 Dec 2025, https://ssrn.com/abstract=5404089

44 Xu Bu, “Four Global Initiatives Highly Aligned with UN Agenda, Serving
Global Development”, Global Times, 20 Jan 2026, accessed 25 Jan
2026, https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202601/1352350.shtml

45 Charlotte Gao, “‘A Community of Shared Future’: One Short Phrase for
UN, One Big Victory for China?”, The Diplomat, 05 Nov 2017, accessed
01 Jan 2026, https://thediplomat.com/2017/11/a-community-of-shared-
future-one-short-phrase-for-un-one-big-victory-for-china/

46 “Concept Paper on the Global Governance Initiative”, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, 01 Sep 2025, accessed 02 Jan
2026, https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/xw/wjbxw/202509/t20250901_
11699912.html

47 Bu, “Four Global Initiatives”

48 Cheung, “Xi’s Four Global Initiatives”

49 Ibid.


