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EDITORIAL.

It is a little early to estimate what the practical results of the
The Disarma- Disarmament Conference now sitting at Geneva are
ment Conference. likely to be, but after the opening spate of speeches
it seems that the delegates are showing a tendency to form two main
groups. The division is between those who follow the French in
thinking that the League of Nations should have powerful armed
forces under its own direct control to impose its authority over re-
calcitrant states, and those who aim rather at a reduction of indivi-
dual national armaments and a League of Nations that relies on moral
strength gained by the maxrshalling of world opinion behind it. It
is the difference between settling disputes by a policeman who can if
necessary use a truncheon or by an arbitrator who can only appeal to
the common sense of the disputants and the sense of justice of their
neighbours. Which system is more suited to the present stage in
national development is a question not easy to answer ; on the whole
it is safe to say that the genius of the Anglo-Saxon races will be
against the possibly more logical French conception. We do not like
.over-much regulation by outside authorities in our private lives,
and we are the world’s greatest exponents of illogical compromises
which to everyone’s astonishment work extraordinarily well in practice;
what suits us in our own personal affairs will probably appeal most
to us in international relations.

In spite of this and in spite of the immense difficulties that its
practical application would meet the French scheme is more clearly
conceived than any other put forward. Tt should, and at the

-Conference no doubt will, receive the closest consideration. Briefly,
3
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the French delegation has proposed little in the way of a reduction of
present total armaments but a great dealin the way of transferring
what are now national armaments to the control of the League of
Nations. Civil aviation is to be internationalized, all bombing
machines over a certain size and all long range artillery are to be
handed over to the League which will maintain and control an In-
ternational Force ; nations will only be allowed to keep capital ships,
submarines over a certain tonnage, tanks, and medium sized milirary
aeroplanes on condition that thev agree to place them unreservedly
‘ab the League’s disposal when called upon: and certain states
will maintain naval, military and air forces ear-marked to proceed
at once to the assistance of any country the victim of aggression by
another. In addition all states will agree to refrain from using gas,
bacteria and air or artillery bombardment at more than a specified
distance beyond the front line or coast.

On the whole these proposals are supported by the powers
of the “ Little Entente ” and others interested in the maintenance
of the present balance in Europe, while the defeated nations, inclined
to see in the scheme the perpetuation of the Versailles Treaty are in
opposition. There is indeed considerable danger that the French
proposals may form the rock on which the Conference may split in two
and founder.

While it is improbable that any general agreement will be reached
on the French scheme or on any modification of it, there has been u
surprising degree of unanimity on certain points. This axises from
the universal desire on humane grounds to protect the civilian popu-
lation from direct attack. Thus all nations have declared their wil-
lingness to abandon the use of gas and bacteriu ; many are prepared o
accept some limitation in heavy artillery, tanks and submarines :
and all are unanimous in desiring bounds to be set to air bombing,
Indeed, bombardment from the air seems to have come in for mo;e
condemnation than any other form of warfare, and many nations,
going rouch further than France are, like the Japanese and Italians,
urging its total prohibition and, even as do the Germans, the entire
abolition of military air services. '

. In India we are particularly interested in this question of air
bombing as events on the Frontier in the last few years have led to its
employment on many occasions. Indeed there has -been in Bajaur
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within the last few weeks a verv clear example of  power to deal
with incipient trouble. Whether it is as ethically objectionable to
bomb a Frontier village as it is to bomb a great European city is
debatable, but if, as a result of the Geneva Conference, the bombing of
non-military objectives is prohibited, India in the control of her
turbulent border-land will be deprived of an unquestionably powerful
weapon. In view of this the attitude of the India Delegation to the
Conference is of interest. H. H. the Aga Khan, speaking on its behalf
said, .. .. .. .. we will co-operate to the full in devising means for
protecting the civil population against ruthless methods of warfare.
Thus we support such proposals as that for the total abolition of the
submarine, and of lethal gas and bacteriological warfare and the use of
poison generally. Again we will pay special attention to any sugges-
tions for limiting the destructive power of air bombardment ......""

The Conference has wisely decided, in spite of the French attitude,
to take the Draft Convention for the Limitation of Armaments already
drawn up as the basis on which to work. An effort will be made to
include in this Draft Convention the greatest common denominator
of agreement on limitation that the nations have so far shown. In
many ways the amount of this agreement, based on the universal
inclination to limit in some way the weapons most likely to be used
against the civil population, has been remarkable. Even if the Con~
ference does not produce some comprehensive disarmament scheme
acceptable to all, it is not unlikely that it may lead to very consider-

able reductions in certain arms of every service. both in numbers and
in freedom of use.
& * * £ % W
Tt is more than incongruous that while the Disarmament Con-
ference is sitting at Geneva two members of the League Council
The For Bast. shoulf'l for all practical purposes .be at war. The pro-
vocation the Japanese have received has undoubtedly
been great and has been aggravated by the difficulty of dealing with
a Government, which, like the Chinese, has little real control within
its own borders. Attacks on their nationals and the boycott of their
trade have proved too great a strain for Japanese patience. The
British have had so much similar experience themselvesin India and in
China that we can understand the Japanese attitude possibly better
than most nations ; indeed, at times some of us feel a tinge of envy
for a Government that is so ready to grasp the bull by the horns.
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The fierce anti-British agitation and boycott that took place in China
a few years ago had none of the justitication that might ke urged against
Japan, yet the way we met it was in startling contrast to Japan’s
action to day*. Which method will pay best in the long run remains
tobeseen. Probably, as usual, the ideal lies between the two—some-
thing a little stiffer than the British practice of turning the other cheek,
a little less drastic than the Japanese invasion. There is, however,
one important distinction between Japan and ourselves or any other
Power with interests in China. The Japanese, with practically the
rest of the world closed to their exploitation and colonization, must
maintain their special position in Manchuria if they are to continue
to exist as a great nation. They have poured out blood and treasure
to achieve this position and the great development that has taken
place in Manchuria during the last twenty-five years has been almost
entirely due to their energy and to the comparative peace their pre-
sence has brought to the country. It is no exaggeration to say that
they cannot abandon Manchuria without committing suicide, and
this fact must be remembered if anything approaching a true realiza-
tion of their attitude is to be reached.

In Shanghai there can be no doubt that the Japanese exceeded
all reasonable requirements of security for their interests, and as a
result they have sacrificed the sympathy of the world. It is unlikely
that they intended their operations there to assume the proportions
that they eventually did, but once committed national pride and
military prestige compelled them to continue and to reinforce. As
far as foreign observers can judge, the Japanese General Staff under-
estimated the delaying power of machine guns and barbed wire, and
overlooked the fact that a highly trained mobile force sacrifices many
of its advantages if it engages an inferior but numerically stronger
enemy in street fighting or in very close country. Unlike most Euro-
pean armies the Japanese did not spend the years 1914 to 1918 butting
‘against wired-in machine guns, and it is not surprising that the
stubborn defence of the Chinese, so different from that encountered in
the open warfare with Manchurian bandits, should have come as a
shock.

However, superior discipline, training, and armamant, combined
“with the traditional courage of the Japanese soldier, have sufficed to
overcome these difficulties, and the Chinese have been driven back

* See ¢ The Hankow Incident,” page 17’;
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beyond the twenty kilometre zone from Shanghai. There can be
little doubt that if the Japanese wish, this process of driving back
can be continued indefinitely. There is nothing in China that could
stand up for long against a Japanese Expeditionary Force. However,
honour is now satisfied and there is reason to believe that the with-
drawal of Japanese troops already commenced will continue.

Whether it was Japan’s deliberate intention or not, the world’s
interest has been concentrated on Shanghai to the neglect of Manchuria.
Now Japan’s position in Shanghai is very much on a level with that of
other Powers, and she can withdraw her forces without abandoning
anything she really wants, and as a very effective °gesture.” In
Manchuria, on the other hand, her interests are more vital and Japan
must te well contented to see the other Powers occupied with the
Shanghai dispute while the ¢ independent”” new Manchurian state
-consolidates its position.

One aspect of the extension of Japanese occupation in Manchuria
is of great interest. In extending their hold on the arteries of com-
munication Japanese forces have occupied Harbin, and through
Harbin passes the Russian-owned Chinese Eastern Railway which
provides the direct route from Russia to Vladivostok. The Soviet
Government has not sprung to arms, it has not made even a serious
diplomatic protest. Why ?

® » * * s EY
Recent events on the Frontier and in Burma, which have entail-

ed the employment of small columns moving so rapidly as often to

A Dyy Ration have little time for cooking, have again emphasised
for Indian Troops. the necessity for some form of ¢“ dry *’ rations for Indian
troops. The stale chupatti, cooked many hours or even days previously.
which is normally all that can be provided for a haversack ration,
is not only a tax on the most hardy digestion, but, when it becomes
sour, as it often does in hot weather, is a positive danger to health.
In addition the Army in India in now straining afteran increased degree:
of mobility and to achieve this a very drastic pruning of many things
up to now considered almost essential will be necessary. Amongst
these, for columns operating at a reduced scale for short periods,
may well be cooking pots and fuel—always a bulky article. An ade-
quate and economical ‘ dry * ration acceptakle to all classes of Indian
troops has thus, for the double reasons of health and mobility, become-
a teal necessity.
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Why not biscuits ? Many sepoys would undoubtedly welcowe
an issue of biscuits similar to those given to British troops. True,
the Indian soldier is unaccustomed to this type of food, but oificers
will recall how readily sepoys ate ration biscuits when the need arose
during the War, and they would probably do so again with relish in
similar circumstances. The supply of ration biscuits, however, raises
many issues. If biscuits are to be made an authorised rather than an
optional ration, careful arrangements for manufacture are necessary
in order to overcome caste prejudices. KEven with the utmost care in
preparation, hiscuits might be regarded with suspicion by a minority,
and any attempt to force an unpopular ration on Indian troops is so
unwise as to be mad. On this ground alone the issue of factory manu-
factured biscuits contains the germs of danger. Then too the holding
of expensive stocks in peace would become necessay to provide reserves
for War, and this again entails the periodical issue of biscuits in peace
to ensure a “‘ turnover,” a measure that is unlikely to be greeted with
enthusiasm in the lines.

In consequence, recent experiments to discover some suitable
form of ¢ dry ” ration for operations on a hard scale have tended to-
wards the production of an easily portable article of diet, which can
be readily prepared by the troops themselves, and which will remain
in an edible condition for some days. These experiments have been
quite distinet from any attempts to solve the problem of emergency
rations, which is a different question altogether.

There exists, amongst the scales of rations admissible to Indian
Troops, one for train rations on rail journeys when cooking facilities
or halts cannot be arranged. This scale provides for the preparation
of what is known as ‘ Shakapara Paste,” which consists of normal
items of the daily ration such as aita, gur, ghi, and salt, but in slightly
different proportions from the standard scale. It has been found that,
with the addition of a greater proportion of ghi, biscuits, either sweet or
salty, can be made up from this paste and remain edible for as many
as fifteen days. Preliminary experiments with the paste have shown
that it is possible to draw up a scale which gives the adequate number
of calories for a sustaining rationin a reasonably palatable form.
This scale also includes sufficient tea, sugar and milk to enable each
man to have at least one dish of hot, sweet tea in twenty-four hours.
Further and more extensive trials by troops themselves are shortly
to take place in order to determine whether the ration is acceptable
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‘to all classes, and to ascertain its value for the purpose for which it
is intended. For this type of biscuit there is no question of holding
stocks as it is made from the standard ration. The unit cooks prepare
it themselves so that no difficulties on account of caste susceptibilities
can arise. The only drawback is that a few hours waming of
requirements must be given.
The near future may, therefore, see .the provision of the long and
urgently needed ¢ dry ” ration, which will increase the endurance of
‘the Indian soldier and ensure that the stomach on which he marches
is a full one.
£ * * & * *
Exactly a year ago there appeared a paragraph in the Editorial
The };ew Light of this Journal urging replacement of the obsolete
Machine Gun.  TLewis gun by a more modern weapon. At that time
it was pointed out that, while several very promising types of light
machine guns were on the market, finance was the real obstacle, for
to carry out trials, re-equip the Army in India, provide reserves, and
-organise factory production would cost very large sums. Since then
‘the Army Budget has been reduced by some 51 crores and very cogent
reasons could be produced for a general postponement of any re-arma-
ment scheme. It is all the more to the credit of those concerned
that the search for the ideal light machine gun and for the ways and
means of re-equipping with it the Army in India has continued.
Progress has possibly not been as rapid as those condemned to rely on
the Lewis gun could wish, but there are advantages in deliberation
‘in such matters, and progress, while slow, has been continuous.
The first step, the selection of the new weapon, has now reached
the stage that, out of the several light machine guns tested, one has
proved sufficiently satisfactory to justify extensive trials with troops.
‘These trials will commence very shortly in cavalry regiments both at
Home and in India. Since the abolition of the Hotchkiss gun it has
‘been generally recognised that cavalry have been lacking in fire power,
.and it is probable, therefore, that they will have first claim to the new
.automatic, should it fulfil the promise it has already shown. After
them, the Lewis guns of infantry battalions would be replaced and,
finally, the question of substituting the new gun for the Vickers would
have to be settled. It is perhaps a little early to discuss this, but it
is obvious that an air-cooled gun—and it must be air-cooled to ensure
lightness—will almost certainly fall short of the Vickers in its volume
.of prolonged fire. Indications are that the advantages of one weapon
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in the place of two in training and supply, especially in war, would
justify a somewhat lower performance in sustained fire.

Further trials must, if they are to be of real value, take time.
Even when the new weapon is passed as fit for issue, re-equipment
will for financial reasons be a gradual business, but there is at last
justification for the belief that the days of the Lewis gun are
numbered.

* £ £ % * *®
GOLD MEDAL PRIZE ESSAY COMPETITION, 1932,

The Council has chosen the following subjects for the Gold Medal

Prize Essay Competition for 1932 :—
¢ Disarmament, and its effect on the Foreign
Policy of British Empire.”

The following are the conditions of the competition :—

(1) The competition is open to all gazetted officers of the
Civil Administration, the Royal Navy, Army, Royal
Air Force and Auxiliary Forces.

(2) Essay must be type-written and submitted in triplicate.

(8) When reference is made to any work, the title of such work
is to be quoted.

(4) Essays are to be strictly anonymous. Each must have «
motto, and, enclosed with the essay, there should be
sent a sealed envelope with the motto written on the-
outside and the name of the competitor inside.

(5) Essays will not be accepted unless received by the Secretary
on or before the 30th June 1932.

(6) Essays will be submitted for adjudication to three judges,
chosen by the Council. The Judges may recommend a
money award, not exceeding Rs. 150, either in addition
to or in substitution for the medal. The decision of
the three judges will be submitted to the Council, who-
will decide whether the medal is to be awarded and
whether the essay is to be published.

(7) The name of the successful candidate will be announced
at a Council Meeting to be held in September or October
1932.

(8) All essays submitted are to become the property of the
United Service Institution of India absolutely, and
authors will not be at liberty to make any use whatsoever
of their essays without the sanction of the Council.

(9) Essays should not exceed 15 pages of the size and style
of the Journal, exclusive of any appendices, tables or-
maps.



THE BURMESE REBELLION 1931.

““ Steal gold from the Pagodas, fine, bright gold. Refine it in the fire
and repeat the magic words in the house, on the lonely path, before the
lucky star, at the pagodas ; repeat them a thousand times save one.
Consecrate the water ; draw the circle of the flying galon. Put it under
the left arm. No harm will befall thee, safe and invulnerable.”—Burmese
Charm.

Burma is outside the orbit™ of the majority of wunits in
India, and the news that armed rebellion had broken out in
December 1930 came a8 a surprise to most people,—almost as big a
surprise as it was to the Civil Administration of the Province. For
some years past the country had appeared quiet enough, and there
had grown up a feeling of false security. The large towns were ade-
quately policed and crime was detected and punished with a firm
hand, but only a few officials knew and appreciated what was going
on in the remote jungles and country districts far from roads and
communications. Climate, physical features, bad communications
were all against that maintenance of personal touch which has been
so beneficial in Districts in India.

The Rebellion of 1931 differed greatly from the last armed rebellion
in India, the Moplah Rebellion of 1921, in that it lacked any communal
feature. Burmans are Buddhists, completely free from caste, and
there is no dissension amongst them caused by religious beliefs.
Herein lay the danger of the Rebellion-—once thoroughly roused the
people of Lower Burma could fight unhampered by inter-religious
disturbances and conflicts. Fortunately (from the point of view of
those responsible for restoring law and order) Burmans are pleasure-
loving and generally averse from work. Their belief in witcheraft
and spells is just as strong to-day as it was in the time of King Thibaw
and during the Rebellion no dacoities of any kind could be considered
unless the occasionhad been proved suspicious. Saya San, the original,
and probably the greatest rebel leader, was a quack doctor by pro-
fession, who carried with him a pair of bellows in order that he might
pursue his studies in alchemy when not engaged in other less peaceful
pursuits.
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Like many other Eastern lands Burma is priest-ridden, and the
country-side swarms with Pongyis, with their begging bowls and
safiron coloured robes. Every male Burman has to sorve a period
of his life as a Poigyi. and this peculiar form’of conseription leads to
a large itinerant population which has to be fed by the already stricken
cultivator. The Pongyis wield immense power among the super-
stitious and simple-minded villagers, and, from a military point of
view, are nnequalled as propagandists and disseminators of invel-
ligence,

The Origin of the Rebellion.

Opinion is divided a3 to whether the Rebellion was the result of
economic depression or whether politics were the prima causa. Both
certainly contributed, but the trouble was deep-rooted and no one
factor can be held primarily responsible.

As is usual in outhreaks of this nature, there was an evil genius
behind the scenes in the person of Rash Behari] Bhose, Bengali, a
revolutionary, who had fled from Tndia to Japan many years ago. A\
slightly lesser light was U. Oktama, a Burmese extremist and revoly-
‘tonary monk, who, after undergoing three years rigorous imprison-
ment, went to Japan in 1928 and there came in contach with Rash
Behari Bhose. Oktama was an earnsst student of revolutionary
methods, and, on return to India in December 1929, spent six months
in French Chandernagore, the Headquarters of the Bengal Revolu-
‘tionary Party.

The Congress Party in India did not neglect Burma, and it
gradually obtained control of the majority of those Burmese Councils

which were of a political nature, including the Grand Council of
Burmese Associations (G. ¢\ B. A

Soe Thein was the original head of the . C. B. 4., but Saya San
gradually usurped his position. Saya San appealed mainly to the
-eredulity, ignorance and superstition of the peasantry, and it was he
who proclaimed himself - King of the Galons,” and founded the
“Galon Army.” Burmans are extremely fond of tattooing, and we
find each man in his army tattooed either with the word * Galon,”
or with a representation of the bird itself. The galon or garuda of
Hindu Mythology is the legendary roc which destroys the naga or
dragon. As the naga is the emblem of the foreigner, success would
‘be assured by virtue of the symbol of victory tattooed on every rebel.
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At first Congress did not concern itself with the future of Burma,
but when the question of separation was mooted it suddenly began
to take a very lively interest. One can quite understand itsattitude—
there were large vested Indian interests in Burma, it was a source of
employment for thousands of Indian coolies, and many Indians were
in Government service. All these benefits might well be jeopardized
should separation become an accomplished fact, and non-separation
became of paramount importance. Congress immediately started
organizing industrial trouble, culminating in the Rangoon riots of
May 1930, and began to enlist the sympathies of the non-separation
school. Attempts were also made to stir up feeling against Indians,
Chinese and Europeans. The country was almost ripe for rebellion
when, in July 1930, Oktama returned to Burma at the invitation of
the Congress Party and the G. C'. B. A. He had kept in close touch
with Saya San even since his return from Japan, and his arrival
in Burma as chief controller of anti-Government activities was marked
by renewed and stronger effort. Oktama’s plan was to initiate
simultaneous rfsings all over the country so that troops and military
police could not be concentrated in any one area. Fortunately the
plan miscarried, as a premature rising occurred in the notorious Thar-
rawaddy District on 22nd December 1930 on the occasion of the Gover-
nor’s visit, and before Oktama was ready. He thereupon decided to
leave Burma, but continued to act in a kind of advisory capacity from
India. As might be expected Oktama enjoyed the sympathy of the
British Communist Party. and he was on very friendly terms with one
Bernard Houghton, who, when the separation question was being
finally discussed at the first Round Table Conference, wired to him the
now famous message—* Macdonald shuffling, urge mass demonstration.”

Reference has already been made to the Pongyis, and a large
number undoubtedly were deeply involved in the Rebellion. Many
-of them, known as ““coupon preachers,” belonged to the Grand Council
-of Sangha Sametgis (G. C. 8. 8.), thereligious branch of the G.C.B.A.
Al classes of agriculturists suffered from the rapid fall in the price of
paddy in 1930, and they lent a ready ear to the preaching of seditious
pongyis who took advantage of the political ferment of the previous
two years. Closely allied to the factor of agricultural depression was
‘the rising tide of Burmese nationalisin, which developed into a dis-
like of so-called foreign domination. The Rangoon riots were con-
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sidered as a victory for the Burmans, and one can understand why a
charlatan like Saya San had such amazing success as a Pretender to the
throne. This national feeling, fostered by economic causes, has led to-
a hatred of Indians. At one time the average Burman was content to
live side by side with the Indian immigrant, but conditions have chang-
ed. TheIndianwith alower standard of living, has become domiciled.
and the ubiquitous Indian money-lender has obtained a firm footing.
Economic pressure has therefore forced the lazy Burman to undertake
more cooly work and to enter into competition with the Indian
labourer, and he is very often in the toils of the money-lender, who holds.
his land in mortgage. The Englishman was held responsible for
the disastrous fall in the price of paddy, and he was to be driven out of
Burma together with the Indian. These economic factors and the
hated Capitation Tax, provided a number of texts for the pongyis and
it isnot to be wondered at that the superstitious Burman, proud of
his race, gave a hearty response.

The Area of Ogerations.
(See Map 1.)

As the Rebellion scarcely affected the Northern Hill Districts,.
it will be sufficient for our purpose generally to consider what is usually
called Southern Burma, and one cannot do better than to quote from
the Military Report, which says—* Speaking generally the whole of
Southern Burma may beregarded as one vast military obstacle especially
when travelling from east to west or vice versa. It is a country of
mountain ranges running north and south, separated by broad plains
through which the river valleys run. The plains are usually swampy,
and, for a large portion of the year, except for the main roads, are
impassable for wheeled transport on account of large irrigated rice
areas and extensive tracts of thick jungle.”

Southern Burma falls naturally into two zones—the *“ dry  and
the “wet,” and a rough line of demarcation can be considered as
coincident with the southernlimits of Prome District. June—October -
is the rainy season, andit is usually extremely unhealthy for troops,.
but in 1931 the incidence of sick was noticeably low.

About ten years ago there was considerable outery about the-
backward state of communications, as up tothat time the only through
communication wasby river or rail. Apart from expense, the Burmese -
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‘Government did not consider a network of reliable roads necessary
a8 In the dry weather, from December to March, the empty paddy
fields are baked hard by the sun and free movement is quite easy,
but during therains they become impassable for wheels of any descrip-
tion. A Road Board was subsequently formed and a large improve-
ment programme initiated which provided for trunk roads and local
projects. There are now two trunk roads, one following the line of
the railway from Rangoon to Mandalay, and the other from Rangoon
through Prome to Allanmyo, which may eventually be extended to
Mandalay. Only part of the latter is tarred, and owing to a decision
by Audit Authorities the untarred portion will probably wear out very
quickly. They have ruled that tarring is a “ new work,” not a  re-
pair” or “ maintenance,” and unfortunately there is no more money
available under that Head.

*“Local project ” roads generally speaking, radiate from each
District Headquarters, but having been built as cheaply as possible
along the old cart roads with their weak wooden bridges, they are not
reliable for continuous motor transport traffic. The old military
roads, such as the Thayetmyo—Mindon road had been allowed to
deteriorate, but it was found possible to open them up and maintain
them during the rains. A final class of road isthe country cart-track
‘with ruts up to three feet deep. In the * dry ” zone these are often
passable by motor transport throughout the year, but in the * wet”
zone they are entirely impracticable. '

The Course of the Rebellion.

Operations fall conveniently into two phases—the first, from
December 1930 to June 1931, and the second, from June 1931 onwards

when reinforcements from India were used.
December 1930—June 1931.
‘When the Rebellion broke out the available armed forces were —
Ciwvil—Two Battalions of Military Police.
Military —Two Battalions of British Infantry (Rangoon and
Mandalay).
Two Battalions Burma Rifles (Maymyo and Man-
dalay).
One Battalion of Indian Infantry (Mingaladon).

One Battalion Indian Pioneers 1
One Field Company Sappers and Miners $Mandalay.
One Mountain Battery
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The Military Police Act of 1888 created a Military Police Force
in Lower Burma, and incorporated it with the Upper Burma Force, but
their roles differed. Whereas the latter was constituted to support
and relieve theregular forces, the former was required toassist the civil
police in dealing with lawlessness on an unusual scale. In 1924 the
Lower Burma Force wasreduced to two Battalions nominally stationed
at Rangoon and Mandalay. Their strengths were respectively 2,200and
1,522, but, owing to dispersion among numerous stations, the actual
reserves cn the outbreak of the Rebellion were 176 at Rangoon and
94 at Mandalay. This dispersion was a serious handicap to the Civil
Authorities, who experienced great difficulty in concentrating sufficient
armed forces in any particular area, and they had to ask for military
support on several occasions. Events showed that the 1924 reductions
had been too drastic, and by June 1931 five new Battalions of Military
Police had been raised, while five others were in process of being re-
cruited. ‘

Apart from the scarcity of armed reserves and bad communica-
tions, the Civil Authorities had other serious difficulties to contend with.
The rebels were organized in bands which hid in the jungles, or when
hard pressed, slipped away into the hills. It was not a question of
dealing with organized resistance on a large scale, but rather with
countless small gangs whose intelligence system was perfect, while
the police had great difficulty in obtaining any reliable information,
even loyal villagers being afraid of reporting the movement of
dacoits. “Intelligence” had an important bearing on operations,
and although steps were ultimately taken to organize a workable
system, it was tremendously hampered by the nature of the cc untry,
the fear of the inhabitants and, af first, by a total lack of Intelligence
Security. Gossip in clubs was repeated by servants, and on one
occasion a rebel was discovered working in a Deputy Commissioner’s
office. Telegraphists, railway and postal employees were all implicated
in passing information to rebel leaders.

Soon after the Rebellion broke out the civil police proved un-
able to stand the strain, and military police had to relieve them in
purely static police duties. When the 2/15th Punjab Regiment and the
two Battalions of Burma Rifles were called out they oo were expected
to supplement the police and were dispersed in small detachments at
places selected by the Civil Authorities. Even the first units from
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India were used purely for defence, and the local military command-
ers found their hands completely tied, with resulting discord between.
the two authorities when there should have been complete co-operation.
It must be remembered that throughout the operations the military
were in aid of the Civil Power, and it is not reasonable to expect civil
officers to understand and apply military tactics, but it was not the
first time that the Army in India has had to perform this unpleasant
duty and a modus vivendi might have been more rapidly found.

Even in old Burmese times Tharrawaddy had an evil rep utation
a8 a criminal and restless district, and in recent years it had become
the favourite resort of political agitators. Two months before the
Rebellion broke out men were enlisted, tattooed, and sent back to
their homes to wait until called up, without any official being aware
of the fact. The outbreak was thus a complete surprise. The first
night twoheadmen and a Deputy Ranger of Forests were killed,
geveral villages were raided and guns stolen. Later a Forest Engi-
neer, Mr. Fields-Clarke, was killed and the Rebellion showed signs-
of getting out of hand. No more Military Police were available,
military assistance was asked for, and arrived in the district by the
98th December. By this time the rebels were estimated at between
1,200 and 1,500, and they were believed to have looted 30 guns, a
few rifles, and considerable quantities of ammunition. Saya San was
proved to be the leader. but he eluded all attempts to capture him—
his intelligence was too good. Operations drifted on with occasional
unproductive drives and the rising spread into the neighbouring
district of Tnsein. The position was reviewed in the middle of
February ; the Civil Authorities, however, came to the conclusion
that the problem was still one for the police rather than for the
military. Subsequent events proved this decision to he wrong. Be
that as it may, Tharrawaddy was divided into squares. each of which
had a police garrison, and Imperial troops were left at certain towns
to maintain confidence among the people and to act as striking
forces wherever required. Early in February the G. C.B. A. and its
affiliated societies were declared unlawful, liberal rewards were offered
for the capture of Bohs (Leaders), and the situation appeared to be
well in hand.

It will be remembered that Oktama had made plans for risings
all over the country. and the outbreak in Tharrawaddy was soon
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followed by others in Yamethin, Pyapon, Henzada and Bassein. In
every case the rebels split up into bands of dacoits and although
the civil and military police were reinforced they were too weak to
round them up.

In April trouble began to spread further north and it suddenly
blazed out in Thayetmyo District. Military and civil reinforcements
were rashed to the area and it isclaimed that they inflicted considerable
casualties on the rebels. The Civil Authorities hoped that *the
crushing defeat ” would cause the Rebellion to collapse, but shortly
afterwards they had to admit that the district was still in a very
disturbed condition. As a matter of fact the situation had seriously
deteriorated, and in May, all districts with the exception of Pyapon,
were in a state of unrest. Rebel gangs were still at large ana an orgy
.of dacoities had begun. Communal feeling against Indians was in-
creasing and it was feared that the rains would drive the bands fur-
ther north into the ““ dry ” zone and Upper Burma.

Such was the state of affairs when the Local Government decided
to appeal to the Government of India for help. At first they asked
for one Infantry Battalion, and then for another, but they evidently
miscaloulated the magnitude of the task before them, as eventually
six battalions were sent.

The confession of a surrendered rebel throws a light on the
methods used by these dacoit gangs. Apparently the recruits were
little aware of what the future had in store for them, but each Bohk
wielded such power over his gang that they soon learnt the rudiments
of discipline. They lived on the country, and the terror-stricken
villagers would do anything to escape the wrath of their unwelcome
guests. Arms and ammunition were in the greatest demand, and
many an unfortunate headman lost his life because he was the
‘possessor of a match-lock. After raiding a village, a gang rarely had
any difficulty in slipping away into the depths of the jungle and
‘hiding there, until the police party had withdrawn. Murders were
frequent, and in some cases entirely unprovoked, as is revealed by
the following extract from a captured rebel’s sbory :—* There we saw
an aged Karen woman passing in front of our party. San Kyu shot
the woman, as he was ordered to do so by Bok San Htu who
.considered it a bad omen to allow 2 woman to pass in front of our
Tat (band).”



The Burmese Rebellion 1931, 154

Looted oilfield stores in the disturbed areas provided the rebels
with 2" piping which they skilfully made into gun barrels, and crude
cannon were made from oil pipes and metal telegraph poles. These
however were only effective up to about 100 yards. Home-made
ammunition and bombs were produced, but they were extremely
unreliable as the rebels sometimes discovered to their own discomfort.
In the latter months of 1931 munitions of war ran short, and some of
the expedients adopted are rather interesting. Ammunition was pre-
cious, so ordinary crackers were made up and used for scaring
villagers. Match heads became a popular powder when the supply of
cartridges failed, and a vebel prisoner stated that 1,200 boxes of
matches were used to load one gun which was fired during the
Sitsiyan raid. The Manager of a Swedish match firm also testitied
to the extraordinary number of matches which were being sold in
rebel areas.

June 1931 Onwards.

The 1/17th Dogra Regiment left India for Burma on 10th May,
but as the Local Government still appeared to be undecided as to
the amount of support required, the Government of India arranged
for the despatch of a further Brigade. and Headquarters 12th
(Secunderabad) Infantry Brigade and the 3/16th Punjab Regiment
sailed on 27th May, followed early in June by the Manchester
Regiment, 3/10th Baluch Regiment, Signals and ancillavy units,

The 1/17th Dogra Regiment and the 3/16th Punjab Regiment
duly arrived in Burma and the Civil Authorities began to employ them,
but there does not appear to have been any concerted plan, and the
liaison between civil and military left much to be desired. Information
was still very difficult to obtain, and when it did arrive it was usually
too late to be of much value.

June was a particularly bad month and conditions generally
were thoroughly unsatisfactory. Tn Thayetmyo dacoity was rife and
unchecked, and there were signs of the Rebellion spreading further
north. A no-tax campaign had been started in Upper Chindwin and
the crime veturns, always a clear indication of the state of affairs, had
reached an alarming figure. On12th June 40 prisoners escaped from
Nyaunglebin sub-jail in Pegu District and succeeded in making away
with 20 police muskets, 6 shot guns, and 800 rounds of ammunition.

4
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There were numerous signs that the Rebellion was getting completely
out of hand, and the peasantry must have thought that the British
Raj was hbecoming impotent. A Deputy Commissioner expressed
the view that the attitude of most of the population in his District was
one of semi-malevolent neutrality.

One bright spot in an otherwise very gloomy month was the fine
performance put up by a weak platoon, 23 strong. of the 2/15th Punjab
Regiment at Wetto (near Paukkaung in Prome District). Besides
being in keeping with the traditions of the Indian Army, it proved to
the rebels, and incidentally to the wavering villagers, that the British
Raj was still far from being a spent force. For some days this platoon.
commanded by a British Officer, had been working hard in following
up Boh Pe and his gang. It proved to he a heart-breaking task,
guides were unreliable, information was indifferent and repeatedly
the platoon arrived at a village just in time to hear that Boh Pe had
slipped away. But the chase went on. and one morning. after a night
maxrch, the Platoon arrived at Paukkaung only to hear that Boh Pe
was at Wetto. A fresh guide was found who volunteered to lead
the way. Boh Pe had accurate news of his pursuers. and this time
- he decided to stand his ground. It was an opportunity for increasing
his prestige, and with a force of nearly four hundred rebels, all
invulnerable, he expected to be successful. As the platoon advanced,
Boh Pe’s gang rushed it and the situation became critical. Rifle fire
was ineffective against such numbers, but the Lewis Gun Section was
too much for the rebels, and although they showed great courage,
they were routed, losing over a hundred killed and wounded.

All units of the 12th Infantry Brigade had arrived during June,
and it was then possible to divide Lower Burma into two Brigade areas.
Thus for the first time since the Rebellion began, an  attempt was made
to organize the theatre of operations ou what might be termed » sound
military basis. 1If the Local Government entertained hopes of & rapid
improvement in the situation after the arrival of reinforcements they
were disappointed ; July showed very little change in the situation.
It was perhaps too early tojudge, but Sava Sanwas touring and ensuring
that there was no flagging among the rebels. Their morale was high and
fears were entertained that a spectacular success would lead to a rapid
spread of the Rebellion and encourage the bands of dacoits to concen-
trate. About this fime it was noticed that the rebels were relying,
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more on charms and handkerchiefs than on tattooing. One prisoner
naively said that whereas charms can be thrown away, tattooing is
permanent and sees a man into gaol.

July proved to be just as unsatisfactory as June had been, des-
pite the fact that the 2/5th Mahratta Light Infantry and the 3/6th
Rajputana Rifles arrived early in the month. But forces were begin-
ning to work which led to an overhauling of our methods, with the
result that the Rebellion was eventually crushed in a shorter time
than cven the most optimistic observer could have foretold. The
Local Government werenot at all happy with the state of affairs, and
the military authorities were forced to protest against a system which
in their view violated all principles, both of war and of the correct
employment of ** Troops in aid of the Civil Power.”” They held that
** dual control ' meant neither one thing nor another ; owing to undue
dispersion they felt that unnecessary risks were being taken, and they
objected to the employment of military forces to relieve civil police
of their ordinary duties, leaving only a portion of the troops to carry
out real operations. Accordingly the Governor held a Conference of
responsible civil and military officers at Rangoon on 27th July. A
satisfactory settlement was reached. 1t was decided that the Civil
Administration should remain supreme, but that troops and military
police should be under military command. This principle was incor-
porated in a formula defining the responsibilities of the Deputy Com-
wissioner and the local military commander in each District. (See
Map 2). These officers were urged to maintain the closest liaison, and
in other words, to try and see the other man’s point of view. Having
come to an agreement with the Local Government, the Military
Authorities were in a position to set their own house in order, which
they immediately did. Additional Staff Officers were sent out, signal
systems were co-ordinated, a special Military Intelligence Branch was
formed, and a road policy initiated.

A griphaving been taken of the situation, everything began to
work far more smoothly, and individuals felt that at last
their efforts were being fitted in to a comprehensive plan
which had every chance of success. The Burmese Emergency
Powers Ordinance with very wide powers was promulgated on
the Ist of August, and the Military Command on their part
initiated a plan of operations. Brigade Commanders reviewed
the situation, and produced schemes for dealing with the Rebellion
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in their own areas. This belated but whole-hearted co-operation on
the part of Civil and Military authorities was indeed refreshing after
the disappointments and mistakes of the previous seven months. and
the future promised well. At one time there was doubt as to whether
operations could be successfully carried out in the mud of the Southern
Districts where the rains had broken. but events proved that oftensive
operations were quite feasible. As so very often happens in " small
wars  units found that some part of their equipment had to be dis-
carded as unsuitable for local conditions. Tn this case Vickers guns
were proved to be useless. and two extra rifle platoons were forme d
from the men in the Company. One Battalion even improvised
mounted infantry which plaved a very useful part from ifs Machine
Gun Company.

During this period when the fortunes of the Local Government
showed signs of improvement the rebels sutfered a severe hlow in the
capture of Saya San. For some time past he had been trving to stir up
trouble in the Shan States. but with onlv partial success. The Burma
Military Police quickly suppressed a small rising and eventually caught
the absconding leader. U. Nyanna. who to everyone’'s jov was found
to be no other than Saya San. His place was taken by one Myat Aung
a skilful and resourceful leader.

In August the military plans began to take effect and a syste-
matic and relentless pressure was maintained on rebel gangs. ‘This
alteration in the handling of the situation was not lost on the villagers,
and by the end of the month they were beginning to believe that
Government could and would protect them. Not content with armed
effort, Government widened its sphere of activity and started a propa-
ganda department, which kept the press informed of what was going
on and published pamphlets and pictures. Certain religious leaders
were persuaded to tour with a view to pointing out to the peasantry the
error of their ways, and villages outside the disaffected areas were given
demonstrations of Lewis gun and rifle fire as proof of what they might
expect if they should decide to join the rebels. All this effort met with
its reward as slowly but surely the situation improved. Harly in
September reports were received that the villagers were beginning
to offer resistance to rebel gangs, and a still more hopeful sign was the
fact that the civil police were regaining more control,
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The rebels offered a stout-hearted defence to this increased Gov-
ernment activity, and there were indications that the more important
leaders in various Districts were beginning to act on a roughly con-
certed plan. They tried hard to revive interest by means of proclama-
tions and slogans, and funds were collected for an extension of the
Rebellion, Prome District alone contributing over Rs. 21,000, But
their plans were frustrated by the energies of mobile columns which
harried the rebels in every District. This went on despite occasional
setbacks, throughout September and October, until eventually on the
6th of November the General Officer Commanding was able to report
that for the first time the Government forces had attained the initia-
tive. Valuable assistance was given to the military by irregulars,
They were organized into * packs " and each one was put on the
track of a rebel leader with instructions to hunt him and his gang to a
standstill.

Tt is not possible to give an account of the excellent work done
by all these columns of troops and Burma Military Police, who, in spite
of the bad climate and numerous disappointments, never once lost
heart or failed to respond to the demands made upon them. but the
action of the 2/5th Mahratta Light Infantry at Thayetkon may be
taken as a typical example of a well executed raid.

On the afternoon of 24th October the Commander of the Prome
Area received a code wire from the Police at Paungde that a party of
rebels had heen loeated in the ¢ Kyaung ”’ (monastery) at Thyetkon.
This was an opportunity not to be missed, and he decided to round
them up, but from bitter experience the Commander knew that unless
he acted with the greatest secrecy and caution his chances of success
would be slight. The first essential was to conceal his destination,
even from the troops themselves. and to this end he thought out a
very ingenious plan. Fortunately the Station Master at Prome was
able to co-operate and arrangements were made to entrain two Platoous
(including two Lewis Sections) after dark at a little-used siding about
half & mile from the station. After a quick and silent entrainment the
doors were locked. the shutters drawn, and there was no outward sign
that the carriages. which were eventually attached to the Down Mail
Train were full of troops. To complete the deception the two British
Qfficers, wearing mufti, travelled in an ordinary st Class compart-
ment. TheMail duly arrived at Paungde and the special carriages were.
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slipped and put in a siding where they remained. still shuttered down.
Here the plan was disclosed and carefully explained to each Platoon

separately so that every man should know exactly the part he had
to play.

The gist of the orders was that the Column would make a detour,
and, approaching the village from the north-east. would surround
the monastery. The first phase included the movements of the Lewis
Gun Sections who were allotted to the north and east sides. and the
completion of the cordon by the rifle sections to the south and west.
The second phase envisaged the capture of the rebels and the search of
the Kyaung at dawn. Firing was prohibited once the building had

been surrounded owing to the danger of sections hitting each other in
the poor light.

After orders had been thoroughly digested the troops embussed
at the Railway Station. and the Column. accompanied by a Police
official and twenty armed Police, left Paungde at 22-30 hours e route
for Pauktaw v»ia Hmattaing. Pauktaw was reached after an hour’s
run, and the critical stage of the raid began —the approach march
on foot. The route which lay through the Zibinhla Forest area was
very difficult going—extremely dense jungle occasionally relieved by
flooded paddy fields, but by ¢:3-40 hours the Columm arrived in a patch
of jungle half a mile north of Thavetkon where a halt was called. The
scheme and orders were repeated and the Police given their vole. Then
after a re-shuffling whereby the Lewis guus were placed in the lead,
‘the advance was continued. By this time the moon was nearly full,
and the men could see their way across the paddy fields. No far no
alarm had been raised and there was every reason to believe that all
would go well. Thayetkon isa narrow village about a thousand yards
long running east and west, and the guide had intended to lead the
way right round to the east end. but he miscalculated his position
and took the Column through the village. There was no path and
bamboo fences and hedges had to be negotiated, but, despite this
unforeseen delay, the Column. well closed up, reached the north-west
gate of the Kyaung at 04-03 hours. The Kyaung, which is a two-storied
building raised some two feet off the ground stands in an enclosure
thickly planted with banana trees (except on the south side where

there is & garden containing two pagodas) and the whole is securely
fenced.
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The various sections immediately doubled off towards their
positions, but by now the alarm had been given, a gong sounded and
the rebels opened fire. They began to invoke the help of their charms
and shouted “ Tiger! Tiger! Miss! Miss ! Let the bullets turn to
water | But within a few minutes the building was surrounded and
the sections replied with Lewis gun and rifle fire. One sepoy was
hit in the foot, but the rebels’ amulets proved unreliable and ‘soon
loud groans were heard from the lower stovey. Sounds of rifle fire from
the direction of the Police ‘* stop ™" north of the village suddenly died
down and the first phase was over.

At 04-12 hours the rebels made an attempt to escape, and under
cover of bombs five broke out, but the troops opened fire again and they
were allkilled. Conditionsin the enclosure were not ideal as the banana
trecs threw deep shadows and it was not easy to see what was happen-
ing, but in a few minutes orders were given to cease fire. At dawn
the Police party began to search the Kyaung and as they ascended the
stairs gunshots were heard. Apparently a party of rebels with three
hohs were hiding on the roof, and when they refused to surrender they
were immediately shot.

The casualties were then collected and, as far as possible, identi-
fied. There were fifteen killed and sixteen wounded and not a rebel
had escaped. Four bolks were accounted for including three killed,
and the price on their heads, amounting to Rs. 900, was a pleasant
recompense for all the discomfort and hard work. The Mahrattas’
casualties were one British officer and three sepoys wounded, and
the Column returned to Prome after a very satisfactory and encouraging
night’s work. )

The General Officer Commanding decided at the end of October
on a determined effort to complete the defeat of the rebels, who as a
result of the previous two months’ operations, had again split up into
bands and were difficult to round up. His plan, divided into two phases,
was simple and aimed at driving them into the jungle area and isolating
them there whilst ¢ packs” of irregulars went in and hunted them.
Experience had shown that the rebels were in the habit of raiding at
intervals of about three days in order to replenish their foed supplies,
and it was hoped that constant patrolling of villages near the jungle
together with the blocking of paths would bring great pressure to bear
on them. These operations were estimated to last two months, which
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proved to be approximately correct, and during December there were
signs of a distinet return to law and order in all districts except Prome
and Henzada. Henzada is a bad district, with a particularly lawless
population which has been driven to crime by economic conditions
extending over the last fifty vears, and its garrison always had great
difficulty in keeping level with the rebellion.

“ January is a critical month in Burma. as Capitation Tax is due to
be paid, and the end of the paddy harvest usually leads to an increase
in crime. The Local Government was rather apprehensive, bhut
operations in November and December had been so effective that
the population was heartily sick of the activity of the troops. Deser-
tions from the rebel army increased and leaders themsclves hegan to
surrender with their gangs and arms. Conditions varied in districts,
but, on the whole, there was every reason for satisfaction. Capitation
Tax was being paid with reasonable promptitude and eivil administra-
tion was showing signs of coming to life again. The vebellion was
not quite crushed, however, as on January 6th a rising occurred in the
Zigon sub-division of Tharrawaddy which had several disquieting
features. The rebel plans had been maturing for two months without
the slightest suspicion on the part of the authorities and immediately
it broke out there was a cry for military support. Fortunately re-
inforcements were immediately available and a vepetition of 22nd
December, 1930, was avoided.

With the defeat of the Zigon rising the Rebellion was virtually
at an end and arrangements were hegun to enable the Civil anthorities
to resume their duties. Units were gradually concentrated in their
Brigade areas, and their departure from many villages was the sign for
entertainments and expressions of good-will. The Local Government
agreed to the policy that after the surplus troops had heen withdrawn,
the garrison of Burma (temporarily strengthened by two Infantry
Battalions) should be kept in reserve to be used only if the civil forces
lost control. All civil authorities paid marked tributes of apprecia-
tion to the military units, and in February orders were issued for their
final withdrawal.

The Fuuture.

The departure of the Secunderabad Brigade does not by any means
indicate that the trials and difficulties of the Burma Government are
over. The civil administration has still a considerable amount of
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clearing up to do and the military police will have a thankless task
before them until the civil police can work without support. But the
rebels have had a salutary lesson and its effects should keep the
country quiet long enough to afiord an opportunity for all officials,
civil and military alike, to revise their policy and methods on the
basis of past experience, If full advantageisnot taken of this breathing
space Burma will undoubtedly continue to live up to its reputation
as ““ the land of rebellions.”

The country is still cursed with 4hpwes (secret societies) and one
very competent observer in summing up the situation, says—* Rebel
organizations may be built up behind a veil of secrecy which is impene-
trable to any Government Agency.” This is an admission of a very
serious state of affairs, hut one solution would be to open up the
country by means of good roads so that the light of civilisation (to-
gether with Burma Military Police in lorries, if and when required)
can penetrate the jungles and destroy the foul growths of disaffection
«nd superstition.
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SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF MACHINE
GUNS ON THE NORTH WEST FRONTIER.
By Capraix G, H. PrLuixe, 6TH GUrkHA RirLes.

There have heen many adverse criticisms of the Machine Gun
Company as compared to the fourth Ritle Company when emploved
in the hills of North-West Frontier. They are mainly divected against
the comparative lack of mobilitv. the flat trajectory and the vulnera-
bility of the mules. Whether the criticisms are well founded or not.
the majority of us have to take the situation as we find it and make the
verv best of existing conditions.

Heve are some of the problems that confront us—

(7) To what extent can the Machine Gun Company assist the
men on the hills ¢

(b) To what extent can the Machine Gun Company replace the
men on the hill by fire /

(@) How is the Machine Gun Company, with the  present
organization. to be employed in the hills of the North-
west Frontier ?

Some officers have the great advantage of working on the ground.
with the possibility of a sharp reminder from an alert Pathan if experi-
mental tactics overstep the bounds of practical politics : others have
hill country on which to work but suffer more lenient treatment from
the hands of their instructors and umpires. Wherever situated
however. there is a tendency to consider ground with a = four riffe
company " eve.  An officer who has been trained with, and bas fought
with, rifle companies on the Frontier knows the tactical value of u
feature at a glance. He considers it in terms of aceurately timed and
fast moving bodies of men who use the ground perfectly. occupy the
feature, deny it to the enemy. make sure that no enemy has got close
up to the piquet during the occupation and who finally get away
cleanly and quickly when required to withdraw.

Throughout this article the terms ™ Holding Ground,” = Denying
Ground ~ and ** Covering Fire ~ occur frequently and in order to
ensure uniform interpretation they arve defined as follows :~-

(1) Holding Ground—when the Machine Guns deal with
ground which would normally he occupied by Rifle
Companies,
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(2) Deniing Ground—when the Machine Guns are used to
prevent the enemy initiating a movement dangerous to
the piqueting troops.

(3) Covering Fire—implies either a task of protecting troops
which are on the move, or a task of assisting troops which
are actually engaged with the enemy.

Before discussing the various tvpes of operations which may
be carried out on the Frontier, a suggestion that the combined use
of Machine Guns and Lewis (Guns might solve the fire problem,
should he considered.

The Machine Gun is greatly superior to the Lewis Gun both in
accuracy and sustained fire ; this superiority is due to range taking,
the fixed mounting and strong mechanism. On the other hand the
Lewis Gun is more mobile and can switch more rapidly from target
to target.

The fire effect of hoth Machine Guns and Lewis Guns is greatly
redtuced in the hills by the hroken nature of the ground. In any area
engaged, there ave hound to be many bullet proof hiding places for
the enemy, and frequently there will be sufficient dead ground for the
enemy to move without great exposure.

Suppose a section of Machine Guns, with a section of Lewis Guns
attached. engaged an area comprising the slopes of a hill feature on
which there were known to he some enemy : the Machine Guns could
search the hill side svstematically and the Lewis Guns with enhanced
accuracy, owing to the range finder. could engage fleeting targets
within the area. The fire could not be expected to dislodge a deter-
mined enemy. but it would certainly go far towards neutralising him.
Further, should the tribesman be caught at a disadvantage by such
a five unit, he would surely think long before taking the risk of such
heavy punishment a second time. Several such units, co-operating
with artillery, open up far greater possibilities.

Whether a Lewis Gun Section is attached to a Machine Gun
Qeetion or not, all Lewis Gun Section Commanders should be trained
to co-operate with Machine Guns. A Lewis Gun Section firing in
the same area as a Machine Gun Section, and from the same locality,
should automatically put itself under the Machine Gun Section
Commander for fire direction and control. If the Lewis Gun’s task
does not permit its moving to within voice control of the Machine






