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MATTERS OF MOMENT

THIS YEAR BIDS FAIR to go down in history, like 1759,
|

as “the year of victories,’ for seldom in the annals of

warfare can such an unbroken series of successes be found.

Surging forward from El Alamein twelve months ago, the

/
Eighth Army is still victoriously advancing;

A Year of Amefican, British, Indian, Australian, New

Victories Zealand and South African Forces have
swept the Axis from Africa, and a great mile-

stone far beyond the halfway house in this war has been
reached and passed. Though the road may yet be hazardous,
there is now no danger of defeat. In a year bombs dropped on
Germany have increased threefold as compared with the pre-
ceding twelve months; new American and British aircraft
coming into operation exceed those of Germany by four to
one; our Russian allies continue to roll back the Nazi forces

' with amazing success and astonishing ascendancy over the
enemy; a magnificent diminution in sinkings js officially re-

ported; new shipping from American, Canadian, and British
Shipyards has fulfilled all that was ever hoped for—and all
losses suffered since the beginning of the war have nearly
been replaced: news from the Far Eastern theatre is
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encouraging; Italy has capitulated, and, as a consequence,
we have the Fascist fleet in our hands, an event which has

decisively altered the naval balance of the world.

* * *

These victories vouchsafed to us are omens for the
German people. Twice in the lifetime of many of us have

Omens for they plunged the world
into bloody war.

the German
This time the Allied Nations are

determined

Peonl
to root out for all time Nazi tyranny and

Opte Prussian militarism. How and where they
will do it is obviously a matter for our leaders. Not so very

long ago Hitler said: “If I had an opponent of stature, of.

military stature, then I could calculate pretty closely where

he would attack. But when one faces military idiots, one

cannot know where they will attack.” It will not be long

before he regrets—if he has not done so by now—his insult

to Eisenhower, Alexander, Clark, Montgomery, Tedder,

Cunningham and others who are leading our forces, for we

and our Allies have become one mighty engine for the prose-
cution of the war, representing the greatest military power
ever assembled. We have every reason to be heartened, and

. though the storm rages, there is a shimmer of sunshine over

the waves. The struggle nears the climax, and surely and

with gathering momentum Hitler’s legions are being defeat-

ed. And, as the day of reckoning draws nearer, let us thank

God for three great leaders in Churchill, Roosevelt and

Stalin, each of whom has revealed a strength of purpose and

a masterly leadership rarely found among men:

*% ** ee

HREE GREAT military leaders of our generation are

now in India: Field-Marshal Viscount Wavell, whose

military genius paved the-~way for our African successes, and

who is the first professional soldier to be appointed Viceroy
. and Governor-General in India since the

Three Great
Milit government was transferred to the Crown
Aitary in 1858; General Sir Claude Auchinleck,

Leaders whose vision and strategy saved Egypt and

the whole of the Middle East last year by his stand at EI

Alamein, is our Commander-in-Chief; and Lord Louis

Mountbatten, who has been given charge of the East Asia

Command, and who was until recently Chief ef the Combined

Opera’ions Staff in Great Britain. Each has a world-wide



MATTERS OF MOMENT 358

reputation as a military leader, and the fact that three men
of such high repute are together in India’s capital is evidence
that India will, not long hence, assume a prominence in the
World War and in operations against Japanese which it has
for some time past lacked. By his decision to establish his

headquarters in New Delhi in the first instance Lord Louis
will not only be able to maintain close liaison with the seat of

Government, but will be able to plan and frame his campaign
with the best military brains at hand. His arrival marks the

opening phase of a new chapter in the war, which will surely
end with the release of Burma and Malaya from Japanese
occupation.

,

He *% *e

l T IS BECOMING more widely realised that world peace
demands that peoples of all nations should know more

of each other’s mode of living, customs and ideals. Speeding-
up of communications, development of wireless, and the

. . ever-increasing effect of the printed word

Allied Nations have combined to make the world smaller,
Discussion

—_ necessitating a stronger linking up between

Groups nations. To foster this tendency to learn
more of our neighbours—and especially of our Allies~.an
enterprising group of people in New Delhi and in Calcutta
not long ago inaugurated an Allied Nations Discussion
Group, the members comprising a dozen different national-
ities. Since then similar Groups have been formed in Simla,
Bombay and Ranchi, all affiliated to each other. Their object
is not limited to discussions, for visits to places of interest are
arranged, musical evenings organised, “socials” held, while
membership is open to all races and creeds.

* * *
Now that we have so many of our American allies in

India, it is gratifying to find that this manifestation of friend-
liness has spread to the Forces, for American

Fostering and British soldiers have joined together in
Friendships camps and other centres. Friendships have

developed, misunderstanding removed, and
knowledge of each other’s countries widened. It is
therefore, with pleasure that many will have learned of the
project to establish an Allied Officers’ Club in Delhi—the first,
we hope, of many, for such closer companionship of men
who are serving for the first time in a country far removed .

from their homes and in a totally different environment can
do nothing but good. The measure of its success will depend
on American officers and officers of the British and Indian
services, but it can safely be asserted that within its walls will

:
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be formed friendships which will last long after this war has
ended.

S OME OFFICERS are inclined to be “touchy” when the
subject of languages arises, but on this occasion we

refer not to the learning of Urdu by British officers, but. to
the more difficult problem of the study of English by Indians.

An illustration of the intricacies of the

Basic English language is to be seen in an unusual

English contribution elsewhere in this issue, and if
is with the desire to lessen these difficulties

that Basic English was evolved a few years ago. It has gain-
ed many supporters and now a Committee of ‘Ministers in
the British Government has been set up to study and report
on the subject. It is first time such a step has been taken in
England, and their report will be.read with interest. English
is, of course, the most widely spoken tongue in the world, but
if some such modification as is contained in Basic English is

_ possible, millions more British subjects would be able to con-
duct themselves through its medium. France, Italy, Spain,
Russia, China and Turkey have all studied this subject in
regard to their own tongue; Russia has simplified its written
form, Turkey has abandoned the old Arabic script, and China
is changing its centuries-old picture-writing to the more
modern phonetic style. There is, of* course, no suggestion
of any such change in the English language, but the adoption
of Basic English may well assist in widening knowledge of
our country among those to whom the present huge vocabu-
lary presents difficulties.

** +e ne

THE TOTAL demoralisation of the Nazi regime through
aerial bombardment is being ruthlessly carried out

with the object, as has been officially stated in London, of
reducing the weapon-producing power of Germany below a

point at which they can sustain military
Object operations on a scale to keep out the Allied

Bombi invading forces. The announcement added:
mbing When we achieve this, the Allies will close

for the kill. Many people are vehemently asserting that
bombing alone will not win the war. That fact is recognised,
Indeed, experience has demonstrated it; the Russo-Finnish
war, Spain, the Battle of Britain, China, Malta, Hamm rail-
way junction and Coventry are all evidence that bombing
cannot be decisive. It can, however, to use that delightfully
euphonious phrase, “soften” the enemy’s defences; it will,
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Sooner or later, break down the power to resist, opening the
way for our armed forces who, if bombing has been suffi-
ciently concentrated, will find themselves faced with an
enemy bereft of the will to resist. That way lies victory,
and it is clearly the policy of those directing operations,

¥* HE +e

W ITH THE RETIREMENT after forty-three years’ service
of Major-General Sir Dashwood Strettell, the Indian

Army has lost one of its most active and successful leaders,
and this Institution one of its staunchest supporters, for Sir

Dashwood has beenamember for 27 years,
. a member of the Council for 2 years, andSir Dashwood for the last twelve months President of the
Strettell Executive Committee. Sir Dashwood’s

military career is referred to elsewhere, but it is fitting here
to add that he has always been one of the most approachable,
able and far-sighted officers the Army has had. His depar-
ture not only marks the end of a lifetime’s service to India,
but it also marks the end of four successive generations of
his family in direct line who have served in this country.
Energetic by nature, Sir Dashwood has always hated procrasti-
nation, and has always found means of overcoming obstacles.
He has a strong sense of humour, possesses that most useful
gift of being able to “size-up” those serving under him, and
has been fortunate enough in his career to be one of the few
to serve in all branches of the Service, which has given him
a breadth of view and understanding seldom encountered.
His public-spirited action in returning to the Service after
retirement, and reverting to the rank of Colonel, was typical.A keen amateur actor and producerin his younger days, Sir
Dashwood has maintained hig interest in the histrionic art
by his Presidency for the last eighteen months of the Simla
Amateur Dramatic Club. In this tribute to Sir Dashwood, we
must not omit reference to Lady Strettell, who for so many
years has worked so hard and ungrudgingly for the welfare
of Indian soldiers’ wives throughout North India, and who
for the past year has been a Commander in the W.A.C. (I.).Their hospitality and generosity to all, high and low,will be long remembered by those who have had the privilegeof serving under Sir Dashwood for many years in the Pesha-
war district. The good wishes ®f hosts of Indian Army
officers and other friends in India wil] go with them on their
departure, coupled with the hope that they may spend many
happy years of retirement. . ,

ae #%

Major-General
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A GLANCE through some past issues of this Journal has
revealed that it has never hesitated to speak out, and

we therefore venture to touch on a subject not ordinarily re-
ferred to in these pages. It is this: Are British women in

India working 100 per cent. for the War
9

Wont Effort? From’ many quarters we learn of

Indi
women who ‘are engaged heart and soul in

ia tasks which demand much self-sacrifice, and
for which they deserve nothing but the highest praise.
Nurses coming straight from Britain to out-of-the-way
hospitals; members of the Women’s Voluntary Service who

willingly darn socks for the British soldier; and those who
serve in Canteens all show that a large number of the fair
sex now in India can be given full marks for their work.
They toil under conditions and in surroundings which merit
real admiration. On the other hand, it cannot be denied that
many are failing in their duty to lend a hand; maybe they
forget that tens of thousands of women at Home are willing-
ly shouldering burdens which in ordinary times would be

thought beyond them; maybe they say: “We haven’t been
asked” or “What can we do?” Conditions are admittedly
different in India from those at Home, but there is still work
for everybody. This is the time when rank counts for nothing;
everyone knows that wives of the highest officers in the
land were the first to offer their services. The only adequate
excuse for not coming forward is genuine bad health or the
care of young children. Complacency in this matter is as
deadly an enemy as the German or the Jap, and any woman
who feels she is not helping to the utmost of her ability should
register at once with one of the existing women’s
organisations.

embers are earnestly requested to notify any
of address to the Secretary without delay. Such
ation will not only help to ease postal traffic at a
hen mail services are overburdened, but will
sure prompt receipt of the Journal each quarter.
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