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MATTERS OF MOMENT

€6 USPEX’S” ARTICLE 1n our last issue has, as we
expected, provoked many of our readers. One

member suggests that it is the type of article one could ex-
pect to find in the Daily H. ... or the Daily M....; others
say that it has made them angry and dis-

Was gusted; and others point out that the re-
© “Auspex” 8 S
Right? sults of pre-war training have been no

mean factor in our victories in North
Africa and that criticism of our pre-war system is, therefore,
unmerited. The vast majority of members will agree on
one point, we feel, and that is that it is a good thing occasion-
ally to undergo a mental spring cleaning, to try to separate
the wood from the trees and endeavour to see how the Army
can be better trained in the light of experience gained in
active operations. What better platform could there be for
the expression of these views than such a Servjce Journal as
the Journal of this Institution? Its members are responsible.
thinking officers and when they contribute articles they are
prompted to do so not for any personal advantage they may
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obtain (indeed, most are averse to their name being printed),
but by a desire to help the common cause. That cause will
not be assisted by a “yes-man” policy, but by a bold, vigorous
and trenchant expression of views which will guide others to
new ideas and new ideals.

H ['TLER, like the Kaiser in 1914, made some appalling
miscalculations before embarking on this war, but the
biggest may be said to have been his belief that Great Britain
would have to fight without her Dominions. It showed a
singular and surprising lack of understand-
Hitler’s ing. For centuries Britain and its peoples
Blunder have felt free to grumble, to criticise,
to express their convictions publicly.
The Germans were utterly misled. They failed to realise
that the Statute of Westminster was more than a “scrap of
paper.” Even to-day plain speaking from the Dominions is
seized upon by the Axis as an indication of a weakening of
the family tie. Yet never before in history has a world
Empire shown itself to be so united in spirit, vitality and de-
termination. It is, indeed, worth-while to record the fine
co-operation of the members of this great family of free
peoples—the British Commonwealth of Nations.

* * *

Canada, its army grown from 4.500 to 335,000, and its

Air Force from 5,000 to 150,000, has become a highly indus-
: trialised country. Last year she produc-

C:’:{“(‘l‘la ed a million tons of shipping; her aircraft
South Africa industry has expanded phenomenally—so
much so that in 1942 she produced twice

as many aircraft as in the whole of the last war. Tanks, guns
and explosives are all flowing from a country which the
Fuehrer andshis satellites thought was chiefly agricultural.
Canada is also the home of the Empire Air Training Plan,
and thousands upon thousands of airmen have been trained
there, far from any of the modern “intruder” raids by

o
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Germans. South Africa, whose aid has been a veritable
tower of strength in ridding the African Continent of the
Axis, has been led by that genius among stateSmen, Field-
Marshal Smuts. Hitler’s hopes that Hertzog would influence
the Union at least to the extent of being neutral were utterly
falsified. Instead, he sees a country which has been the
Clapham Junction of our shipping, a country which swept
its armoured forces up to Kenya against Mussolini’s Colonial
Empire. South Africa’s industrial output, the versatility
with which its factories turned to munitions and explosive
products, have been factors which reflect great honour on a
people whose open-handed hospitality to masses of troops
from the Homeland will be remembered in British homes
long after this war has ended.

Australia, now in the front line, has an Air Force over
100.000 strong, and an Army powerful enough to give Japan
., a worrying time. In the last war her

Ag:gglia munition production was limited to small

New Zealand arms ammunition. Now she is turning

; out almost every kind of weapon, employ-

ing in the process half a million workers. Invention has play-
ed its part, too, for the Owen gun, invented by an Australian
pﬁvate soldier, has been in full production for the past two
years. Of her sons, who in the last war and in this have
fought in every field of battle, little need be said, excepting
that the Empire owes their country a debt which can only be
repaid by sweeping the enemy back from her shores and
defeating Germany’s Ally in the Far East. New Zealand,
land of lamb and butter, has changed to a country turning
out Bren guns, military uniforms (she has manufactured a
million-and-a-half), mine sweepers and patrol vessels, millions
of rounds of S.A.A. each month, hand grenades, mortars and
bombs. To turn from the Dominions to other parts of the
Empire, we cast our minds to India’s mighty Citizen Army of
“nearly two million volunteers—the world’s largest volunteer
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band of soldiers, coming from a country which is said to hate

the British. Thus from all sides we see the very reverse of

what Hitler expected to find. What amazing misjudgment
by a leader held by his dupes to be a superman! Bl

e #H o

OR YEARS PAST propaganda from Japan has flooded

countries the world over. Small newspaper offices,

libraries and national organisations have received expensive-

ly-produced pamphlets by the thousand, setting out the
attractions of the Land of the Rising Sun.

Japanese i = G i ”
Propaganda I:I.thel. thelT printed-paper salesmen
Fails. failed in their purpose, or the propaganda

lacked general appeal, but the fact is that
few countries were so little known to the man in the street
at the beginning of this war as Japan. Our other enemies
and their mode of life we know, but proof of our ignorance
of Japan will be evident to every reader of the article on that
subject which we include in this issue. Not a little of its
contents will be “news” to many. The statement that ferro-
concrete buildings are flanked by wooden houses with slid-
ing bamboo and paper doors; that the “electric-eye” opens
the doors of Tokyo’s departmental stores, that ohe theatre
there seats 4,000 people, are all enlightening facts about a
country which the average man thinks is years behind the

Western nations.
* * *

In this connection, we venture to direct attention to a
Current Affairs pamphlet entitled “Why Fight Japan™, re-
cently published by the Directorate in

Fv‘gﬁrt G.H.Q. which issues this Indian equiv-
Japan? alent of the ABCA pamphlets at home.

Those responsible are to be commended
for the publication of what will be considered by many to be
an unusually frank and outspoken document, setting out in
plain language the reasons why we have to destroy our Far-
Fastern enemy if we are to secure world peace. At heart,
the British soldier of to-day is just as courageous,
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just as full of the fighting spirit as were the “Old
Contemptibles.” The latter, however, fought with the
knowledge that their enemy was at their doors. Japan is
not, and it is essential that everyone who fights them should
be reinforced with the plain facts of why he is doing so. This
pamphlet tells him. Indian troops have also been told the
facts of our war with Japan in a special CGurrent Affairs
pamphlet. Undoubtedly, the more knowledge we have of
Japan, the more our soldiers learn of why we are at war with
that country, the greater will be the spirited and impassioned
determination to drive their armies back to their own coun-
try, and ensure that they stay there.
ok ¥ % * 3%
I T IS A TRUISM that in war ideas which can wield
great influence spring from the minds of high and
low rank alike. Many instances could be quoted of improve-
ments which, having gone through the mill of research and
scrutiny, have proved an enormous factor
Oppor:::ities in the ultimate success of a nation. India
Inventors is no whit behind in providing machinery
to give scope to the inventive minds of its
soldiers, for a link between civil scientific training and the
war effort is provided by the G.H.Q. Supply Development
Committee, which, under the Chairmanship of the Master-
General of Ordnance, considers ideas and suggestions for the
improvement of all types of equipment, and 1s responsible
for the development of such ideas up to the production stage.
This Committee keeps in close touch with research workers
and organisations, and includes among its members Sir S. S.
Bhatnagar, Director of Scientific Research. - The interests
of the inventor are well safeguarded, thus ensuring that
those who submit inventions receive their due reward if
proved successful. | All ranks of the Service who have ideas
are invited to submit them to the Committee at G.H.Q.
They can be confident that their suggestions will receive the

attention they merit.
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