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MATTERS OF MOMENT

HE FOURTH NEW YEAR in a warstricken world is

a good time to take stock of our position, avoiding
complacency on the one hand and rashness on the other.
Immeasurable improvements have marked our progress
since France collapsed and the Germans

g&;hﬁ] marched on, irresistibly and triumphant-
Victory ly. ‘l'hose were the dark days when Bri-

tain was the sole champion of freedom,

Fhe f{aYS when mighty nations now at our side were wonder-
&8 h.()“: long we should be able to hold out. It was indeed
Britain’s greatest hour. The glimmer that began to burn
then has burst into a Hame of hope for millions of peoples
L.mder the iron heel of Germany, and as the four most power:
ful nations on earth stride on to certain victory, the whole
Of‘ our Commonwealth must strengthen its resolve that in
winning the war we shall also win the peace, for on that our
whole tuture depends. Whatever measures are taken, the

foundation must be “Never Again”.
* * * *
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International trust is the cement which will bind to-
gether the new world order. That trust cannot exist while

one nation which has disturbed the peace

The of the world five times is allowed to
German e e D . :
Record preach to its children the beliefs of a

master race. Anyone who has read of

the German record in Eastern Africa will know that her

cruelties, massacres and persecutions to other nations in this

war are no new development. They were practised on pri-

mitive tribes with an inhuman relentlessness which had no

parallel in history. So it has been in this war, and Germany

has become the most hated race in the world. But now,

instead of tacing unarmed tribes, the Germans face organ-
ised, determined and virile communities.
* * * *

Some people even now declare that the so-called harsh-

ness of the Treaty of Versailles was responsible for the
second World War. Is it true? Let

“Dictated” everyone who has doubts of Germany's
Peace o thoald 'he 5. LN .
Terms mtentions should she be victoriou

member that the Treaty of Versailles
was muld compared with the terms she would enforce.
This is not mere supposition, for when Russia sued for
peace in 1918 Germany showed herself in her true colours.
The terms Hitler’'s predecessors imposed involved the loss
to Russia of 34 per cent. of her population, 89 per cent. of
her coal mines, 85 per cent. of her land under sugar beet,
7% per cent. of her iron ore, 54 per cent. of her industrial
undertakings, 33 per cent. of her railways, and, in addition,
demanded an i1'1'(lel‘111'1ity of £400,000,000. Those “dictat-
ed” peace terms, the severest in history, may be taken as a
criterion of what Germany would demand should she win.
But she will not win. Liberation will come to the occu-
pied countries—and retribution to Hitler and his gang of
criminals. When those guilty men have stood before tri-
bunals in the countries they have ravaged, when they have
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suffered as they made others to suffer, their epitaph, written
so that future generations of Germans can read and digest,
may well be: “So perish all who do the like again”’.

o

* * * *

NATIONAL GRATITUDE to its leaders, its fighting
forces, and to all who have discharged a duty to

their country during a war has in the

National past revealed itself in a wide variety of

- Gratitude ways. Down the ages Empires that have
long since disappeared left memorial

stones to mark historic events in their history, and for
centuries the triumphant spirit of a victorious nation was
made manifest in the erection of monuments in stone or
iron. The art of the sculptor and the skill of the craftsman
combined to make in artistic form lasting tributes to the
fallen, and often design, beauty and representation has add-

ed to the attraction of cities, towns and villages the world
over.

* * * *

Modern'opinion on this form of memorial is by no
means unanimous, and the view is increasingly held that it
is high time we sought some other sym-
More Practical o) of success in battle. A start was
Memorials : : :
Needed made in some directions at the end of
the last war in endowing educational
establishments for sons of soldiers, but it was by no means
general. Yet to what better use could surplus regimental
funds be put than in serving to guide the minds of sons of
soldiers who have died in the service of their country? En-
lightened opinion at the end of this war will assuredly press
for a memorial of more practical value. In India’s citizen
army are men from the backward areas, where educational
opportunities are few. What more fitting reward could
they have than that opportunities be given to their children
for higher education, for scholarships in agricultural
B
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colleges, for courses in military schools and in colleges
whence a boy with brain and drive could enter the profes-
sions with the highest qualifications?

* * * *
The end of the last war came with dr

amatic suddenness.
In this war the finish m

ay come equally unexpectedly, and
s When‘that moment arrives, and on it
Now heels follows the Armistice, little thought

will be given to war memorials; leaders

officers, and others who have been in closest touch with the
sepoy will naturally be eager to return Home. What, then,
is the sensible and statesmanlike solution? * It is to plan,
scheme and organize now.

This is no place to go into de-

tail, but now, when funds are accumulating in regiments, 18

the time to work out a comprehensive plan which would
embrace the granting of scholarships to sons of soldiers, giv- .
ing to them the opportunity, firstly of secondary school =
education covering the widest possible field of practical
knowledge, and secondly such training in the case of those =
who have an aptitude for the Army as would fit them tO
hold the King’s Commission. King George’s Royal Indian
Military Schools are an excellent example of what can be
done in this direction. Thus will be built up a living
memorial worthy of the fallen and of practical value to
India, as well as a fine body of officers imbued not merely
with the fighting spirit, but with that wealth of military
tradition which is their heritage.
POSTERITY WILL LOOK upon this war as the most
cruel and savage in history. It is—but it has also
been characterised by a sympathy and kindliness rarely re-
vealed by a whole nation. What, for instance, could equal
the warm-hearted help given to bombed
A out families in the Homeland, the care
Chﬁtc'{’;?:ﬁc and comfort bestowed on evacuated
children, the organized hospitality of the
Dominions to soldiers on their way overseas, or the fin€
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response made by the British public to appeals for help from
Greece, Poland and Turkey? India, too, has good reason
to be proud of the part she has played in these good works,
for she has provided a haven of refuge to tens of thousands
fleeing from the Japs, and for thousands more who, by devi-
ous means, have made the trek from far-away Poland. The
plight of these peoples who have lost everything is inde-
scribably pitiful, but under a benevolent flag they are slowly
recovering. ‘L'he spirit of many of these Polish women and
children is broken, but if more people were to go through
a Karachi hospital, as we have, and witness not only the
despair of these women but the care with which they are
looked after, they would be proud indeed; from the horrors
of war they are being nursed back to health in fine, airy
wards, by nurses who, knowing no word of their language,
bestow on them a sympathy higher than the spoken word.
This national impulse to help others is a characteristic '
which will for ever be symbolic of our race.

* * * *

HE PSYCHOLOGICAL factor in modern war is as
vitally important as that of the material and physical.
Defeat of an enemy in totalitarian war comes when Army
and public realize the futility of continuing the struggle.
In this war the Axis countries, and espe-

The cially Germany, are endeavouring to
Modern S E
Crusader secure world domination by force; the

United Nations are fortified by the
knowledge that they are members of a crusade against
aggression—and commonsense teaches that that crusade is
more inspiring than the pious mouthings of our enemies
about Herrenvolk and the like. Constant reminding that
we are leaders of a crusade can do much good, and it is
heartening to realize that the Army authorities in England
and in India are so active in encouraging this spirit.
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Education in war aims and world affairs generally 18
building up the psychological bastion in men’s mind_s’
against which enemy propaganda, ths'

Psychological pering campaigns and defeatist ideas w1¥1
Bastion batter in vain. In India the woflf B
being vigorously pursued by the Dire¢

torate of Welfare and Amenities, which, by various methods:
iIs giving a lead to stimulating thought in the minds O‘f
soldiers, British and Indian. A fortnightly publication 15
being issued containing subjects for discussion ranging from
our war aims to soil erosion—in short, building up a mental
background on topics on which everyone should be well
informed. Thus our Citizen Army is being equi})l)ed
mentally with knowledge which will not merely make then

better soldiers but better members of organized society after
the war.

* * * *

THIS IS THE AGE of mechanization, and in the pre
war years India was fast laying the foundation of her
position in the mechanical world. The war may well prove
not a hindrance but a help to that progress. As an indus
trial country—and it is on industr_ializﬂ'

Effect of ¢ tion that India will prosper in the post:
Indi:};aliﬁft':ue war years—India must have highly
qualified technicians who will help to

develop the vast natural resources of the country. Hither-
to, it has been suggested that the Universities have not
focussed sufficient attention to this important subject, but
the Indian Army has now taken a step which emphasizeS
further the need for the development of technical training
among the growing generation. Sanction has been accorded
for the formation in India of a Corps of Indian Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, which will take over the work
of the engineering section of the I.A.O.C. It wili open up
a road for youths mechanically-minded to learn and develop
their technical training, and will be an incentive to the







