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MATTERS OF MOMENT

HE BRITISH have a reputation of lack of self-
advertisement.  As a rule, thev content themselves

with doing their job, and letting the world draw its own
conclusion. In these days of concentrated propaganda, is
this enough? Should Britain, which, with

P “!’l‘Flfe Czechoslovakia, is the only country at war
Britain’s : ; g ! : :
Share with the entire Axis forces, be less hesi-

tant in telling the world of her part in the

war. and of what she has done?> Memories are prover bially -
short, but many people feel it is time we embarked upon a
“reminding” campaign, not to spur on our gallant home-
folk, or to encourage Britain’s sons serving “in the blue”
thousands of miles from home, but to show others that we
are bearing our proper share of the burden. Propagandists—
and not always enemy—seize every ()pportimity of playing
down our part, though a few minutes’ reflection is enough to
show that our little nation is now stripped and exerting
every ounce of its strength for victory. At Home everyone
is recruited for the war effort, and even old-age pensioners
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are lending a hand; the voluntary Home Guard is a grand
example of democracy in action, as also is the organized
fire watching in towns, villages and hamlets, for each of
these activities is being done in leisure time. It is those
people who have lifted our production of guns, bombs,
ammunition and the hundred and one other things we
fight with to such a high level.

What we have done in the fighting sphere has been
accomplished with the help of our Commonwealth brothers
and Allies, but our share has been such
Some Epic that we are entitled to advertise Iit.
Achievements  \What, for instance, has our Navy done?
We have lost practically a fleet in this
war—and have rebuilt and manned it; our Navy has con-
veyed the largest convoy in history to North Africa, without
ihe loss of a single soldier; it has protected three million
soldiers on the high seas for the loss of less than 1,500; has
dealt a mortal blow to the Ttalian Navy; and has given safe
passage to munitions and equipment to the four corners of
the earth in face of three-dimensional opposition. And
our Merchant Navy? It has maintained life-lines between
the Mother Country and our outposts of Empire, transport-
ed troops, munitions, refugees, toodstuffs and badly-needed
supplies in defiance of ruthless attack. To them no tribute
can be too high. What of our Army? An epic victory in
Abyssinia against great odds; that first spectacular advance
to beyond Benghazi, outnumbered by ten to one; the
frustration of the German strategy to cut through Egypt and
march onwards; the present splendid achievement of the
Eighth Army in sweeping aside a mighty German-Italian
force; a determined eviction of the enemy from the whole
of Africa; the epic defence of Malta; and the unsurpassed
gallantry of our forces in Malaya and Burma.

¥ * *
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Finally, the Royal Air Force, whose massive and per-
sistent raids have taught Germans, Italians, .and Japs that
they are fighting no decadent race. Our

The Royal losses have at times been severe, but
Air Force despite that our hammer blows come
down with greater punch on Nazi

Germany, whose war machine must be beginning to run out
of gear. History will show the R.A.F.s victory in the
Battle of Britain to be the turning point of the whole
war. Thus on land our tradition of generalship and
fighting ability has been maintained and enhanced; at sca
our stranglehold on two of our enemies at any rate is being
held; in the air, our twenty-five-year old Air Force is blast-
ing Germany to a productive standstill. For a nation which
after Dunkirk lost everything but its courage—Ilet us call it
plain guts—and faith, for a nation which history will show
carried high the flag of freedom for mankind when watch-
ing nations averred that all was lost, we have accomplished

miracles. ‘The lion has now begun to wag its tail, and soon
will come that fatal spring which has crushed barbarity in the
past, and will do it yet again.
sk ok e

CONTRIBUTOR in this issue very wisely stresses the
help that retired Indian Army officers can give in
post-war England, where their experience and leisure time
can be of great value. There is, we suggest, equal need in
Britain’s Dominions and Colonies for the

Ex-officers g 5 :
in the young officer who, having for the first
Post-war time seen something of the outside world,
World i : : :
and having spent a few years in open-air
work, will be the more valuable in those countries built up
by our forefathers and peopled by our own kith and kin.
Whatever the politically minded may say, the successors of
those hardy pioneers are British in spirit, character and
temperament. Young officers now in India and the East
will find themselves out of place in un indoor, sedentary life
in England, whereas in the Outer Empire they will find an

n
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outlet for their vigour and drive. Years of résponsibilizy

and tough training have made of them the type of which
Colonials are made.

2% % *

‘Lhat is our side of the picture. The Dominion Gov-
ernments may, bearing in mind their pre-war unemploy-
; ment problems, view with concern any
DY)VI:'}ilng:::s suggcstion of a big scale emigration
Help? policy, but selected settlers of higher
than average education, and with experi-
ence of responsibility behind them, may well be welcomed.
Having seen the dangers of sparse populations, and being
desirous of building up their primary and secondary indus-
tries, the countries within the British Commonwealth might
consider favourably suggestions of an immigration scheme
embracing this class of settler. Of that, however, we have
no knowledge, but given the opportunity of training in
agriculture, careful selection of candidates, and keenness and .
enthusiasm on the part of the student, there is no doubt
that the Mother Country’s loss would be the gain to the
Overseas Empire of a virile and forceful body of men, who
would later materially benefit the economic future of their
adopted country.

sk $ok Kok

x 7 HILE OUR forces are toughening up for the fight
with the Japs, it is not inopportune to focus attention

on an article in a recent issue of that well-produced and valu-
able American Service periodical, The Infantry Journal,
in which a contributor who helped de-

Honest fend Bataan reveals some valuable side-
Hate lights on the enemy we shall face n
Burma and Malaya. “Most soldiers”,

he says, “have little honest hate for the German or Jap until
some of their comrades have been killed”. In the last war,
as much as in this, there was little need to help us hate the
Nazis: hatred was and is there, in full measure. But against
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the Jap that intense personal hatred js at present practically
confined to those who have suffered at his hands. It must be

extended. Let this suggestion not be confused with an

advocacy of rashness which leads to forgetfulness of train-
ing detail. o

* 'Y ¥

It must be the counterpart of the fanatical hatred the

Jap has for all his enemies, with this difference—that while
the Jap fights as a fanatic, believing thai

The Alternative ° be .killed will give him peace in the
Hereafter, we must fight fortitied by a

pride in our race, pride in our toughness,
pride in the cause for which we are in the war. Behind

that is the potent fact that unless we overcome in turn the
Nazi, the Italian, and the Jap, the whole of the Allied
Nations and their inhabitants will suffer personal and
¢conomic slavery. That is why thirty-five nations in this
world are unit;ed in their determination to destroy the Axis
Crude as it may sound in this civilized age, we have to
hecome expert Kkillers—not for the sake of killing another

human being, but to ensure that our children’s children
may live in peace.

£33 koK skak

OST-WAR PROSPECTS for India may be obscure,
but all well-wishers of the Indian Army will do well

to ponder over the article in this issue dealing with the
training of officers, for in it the author—an officer well

ualified to write on ject—in-

ot q : : the su'b]ect in

in the dulges in some plain speaking.  His

Post-war strictures on the pre-war training of
y P training

officers, his suggestion that few officers
took the trouble to teach themselves much more than

proper swing at a polo, tennis or golf ball, will be vigorous-
ly contested by some, but common prudence demands that
ks frank facing of the fact that the Army will have to be a
tull-time profession after the war should be given the






