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MATTERS OF MOMENT

FEW CAMPAIGNS IN THIS second World War have
~ stimulated -‘so much discussion or caused so much
perturbgitjoh as the Malayan and Burma campaigns. That
they have ended in the withdrawal of our forces is regrettable,
. but not indefensible. This is neither
The Burma and (he time nor place in which to discuss the
Malayan . .
Campaigns pre-war political aspect of the subject,
but it is right, and our duty, to quickly
learn all that can be learned from those who took part in
the operations. Every crumb of information, every idea,
is of value. Speedy communications, the “fash” story
of newspaper correspondents, and piece-meal descriptive
accounts have all tended to give a distorted picture of cam-
paigns in which our troops fought with great gallantry
against very heavy odds. We have, therefore, endeavoured
to include in this issue of the Journal authoritative
accounts of the operations, and readers will find in
them a great deal of information hitherto unpublished. In
each contribution there is much that will help those respon-
sible for the future training of our troops, as well as valuable
knowledge concerning the Japanese methods of waging war.
ek *k ek
PROPHECIES'IN WAR are dangerous, but now that
victory over Germany becomes more and more cer-
tain, even to hardened pessimists, many people in India and
elsewhere are speculating on the possible outcome of the
. How will the Japﬁngse. conflict. 'Will Japan, having
Japanese consolidated her position in the captur-
Conflict End? o countries, having acquired consider-
able economic advantages, and having secured a strategic
hold on many key positions, crash with her co-gangsters in
Europe, or will she require to be dealt with separately?
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Many people feel that the countries occupied by the Japan-
ese will have to be re-taken by force of arms, if only to re-
establish the prestige of former rulers among Malays,
Burmans and, indeed, all Far Eastern native peoples. For
the last seven months these populations have watched with
growing astonishment the temporary defeat of Britain's
armies; their knowledge of the background of the picture—
of how Britain stood alone for a year against the combined
might of Germany and Italy. of how she had to fight with
her back against the wall, is slight. Lying Japanese pro-
pagandists have intensified their efforts to contaminate the
minds of these peoples, their work being assisted by Fifth
Columnists ranged under the enemy’s banner. Thus, at the
conclusion of hostilities with Germany, there will be masses
of people, ruled for decades by Britain, Holland and
America, who will put their trust in the superiority of the
power of Nippon over that of the Allied Nations. Such
beliefs, firmly established, will not be erased by the restora-
tion of those countries at the Peace Conference. The sight
of Allied armies falling back before an overwhelming force
of Japanese soldiers will not be effaced by discussions over
a table thousands of miles away. Is the reverse of the pic-
ture—the driving home of smashing blows against the
Japanese, the victorious march of Allied soldiers, the evic-
tion of the enemy, to be the answer? If so, much may
remain to be done after the German war machine has been
broken. The struggle may be long or short, but given
equality in numbers, equipment, air and sea power, the
soldiers of -the Allied Nations will show that they are more
than a match for a nation which has by knavery and
treachery temporarily established itself in the Far Fast.
The triumphant Allied armies, routing an enemy who by
that time may well be bereft of his naval superiority, will

again bring confidence, hope and assurance to the peoples
in that part of the World.-

*ik ok *k
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LARING EXAMPLES of the tragic results of
reckless and - careless talk have proved that
much remains' to be learned from lessons of the
past.  Notwithstanding the display of picturesque
' posters (and a special series might well
Tl;‘eeg{?::d%ralfﬁr have been drawn for India and the East)
o there is all-too-frequent proof that words
whispered in ‘confidence have led to disaster for
courageous men. Innumerable examples could be quoted.
Before the attacks on Norway large numbers of the public
in England were aware of details of the forces before they
left; the impending occupation of Iceland was made known
to quite a number of people just after our troops left the
shores of the Mother Country; the efforts of the Free
French to capture Dakar was no news to masses of people in
London, where it was openly discussed while the force was
on its way; and in Hong Kong the arrival of the Canadian
contingent was known fully a month before their ships were
sighted—although Press telegrams were careful to say that
the-arrival was a complete surprise. In the East particularly
responsible people might do most useful work in assisting
to stop the spread of stories which obviously spring from
the minds of Fifth Columnists and defeatists. ~ These few
examples quoted at random reveal a lack of self-discipline,
the fruits of which accrue not to the unworthy persons dis-
seminating the news but to men whose very lives are at stake
and to a cause for which millions are fighting. Human
nature being what it is, the possession of “inside informa-
tion” is apt to give an individual an exaggerated opinion of -
his own. importance; the desire to let others know he is in
close touch with Higher Authority is irresistible; the news is
passed on and improved upon. What is the remedy? Rigid
discipline, iron determination and a resolve never to discuss
what are obvious secret matters is the only palliative. Until
everyone takes those inflexible rules to heart, danger will lic
ahead,. the lives of our kinsfolk will be threatened, and the

result of the biggest war in history imperilled.
* ok ek
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CTIVE RESISTANCE to German rule by the unfor-
tunate inhabitants of occupied countries throughout
Europe is obviously taking definite shape, but the conquer
ors have again made a blunder in their efforts to suppress
insurrection. Brave people are not cowed

Hitler’s Quan- by the firing squad, and Germany, by
dary in Europe her brutal and cold-blooded treatment, is
building up a wall of hatred” which for

generatioris will make the very name of Germany synony-
mous with persecution, ferocity and barbarity. News filter-
ing out from France, Norway and Belgium proves that
Hitler faces an increasingly disquieting situation. He is
coming to realise that other nations are not of the same
calibre as the Hun, that they are not to be reglmented into
mass automatons, and that although he may have over-run
the countries he has still to maintain large armies of occupa-
tion to hold them down. The assassination of Heidrich.,
“whose unparal_leled cruelty was typical of the Prussian, is
indicative of the temper of the Czechs, and a sign of the
depth of their hatred of anything German. No one can deny
that until the United Nations deliver their smashing blow
the valour and gallantry of these so-called vanquished
nations will be of inestimable value. Nevertheless, too
much hope should not be based on the early effectiveness of
this opposition; a wide gulf separates unrest and revolution
—especially when the conqueror holds in his hands the large
majority of the backbone of France’s army, as wéll as its
fighting equipment and munition factories. The days when
hastily-erected barricades could be thrown up and success-
fully stop a determined enemy have gone; tanks, bombers,
dive bombers, tommy guns and bren guns are no mean
counters to the frenzied fervour of an angry mob of subju-
gatgd souls. Though news of attacks on Germans gladden .
the heart, and announcements of Hitler’s butchery of inno-
cent people cause gloom, sanguine expectations that wide-

spread revolution is “round the corner” must be avoided.
ok *k ' *x ‘ ‘
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HOUGH HITLER may well have been startled
 when details of the Anglo-Russian treaty were an-
nounced, millions of people under his heel in Europe have
good reason to herald it as the guarantee that the peace this
time will bring in its train security and
The Anglo-Rus- safety against a nation which, while pro- .
sian Treaty fessing peace, lives and works for war.
Without doubt it is the most momentous
political move which has taken place among European coun-
tries since the outbreak of war. That the two strongest
Powers on the Continent should thus unite in a charter of
security augurs well for the post-war position in Europe.
The military alliance thus concluded pledges Britain ard
Russia not to enter into negotiations or conclude any armis-
tice with Germany or her allies except by mutual consent;
affirms the determination of both countries, after the war,
to take all measures in their power to render impossible a
repetition of aggression and violation of peace by Germany;
declares that neither party to the alliance shall seek any
gain or annexations at the Peace Conference; and agrees
that the proposals are to remain in operation for at least
twenty years. Thus has been laid the foundation of an
edifice which will ensure not merely peace, but security—
security for the crippled nations to build up anew, confident
that at no time can the crafty Hun scheme and plan for a
Third War. The effects of the treaty are not confined to
the post-war period, however, for it has been officially stated
that full understanding was reached between the two parties
with regard to the urgent task of creating a second front -
against Germany in 1942, and this encouraging sign of the
Allied Nations’ strength will undoubtedly be the signal for
even closer co-ordination between the countries fighting the
Axis. To sum up, the new treaty will both contribute to
the successful prosecution of the war, and to the realization
after hostilities have ended of the principles of the historic .
Atlantic  Charter concluded between Mr. Winston

Churchill and President Roosevelt. -
: $% sk ok
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ODERN WARFARE demands individual initiative.
minds receptive of ideas, and fired with invincible
determination to overcome obstacles. Wars are not won by
armchair critics with one leg in the library and the othey

o ih the past. Nowadays every officer,
Bﬁ?ﬁflliilxi r high and low, must be satiated with 2
firm resolve to acquire from others ideas
which will assist in Winning the war. For that reason, if for
no other, officers can, by careful and regular perusal of arti-
cles appearing in these pages, glean valuable knowledge of
modern war acquired in many cases from first-hand experi-
ence. Officers who are already members of the Institution
¢an, by recommending the Journal of the Institution to their
colleagues, render them a useful service. Such co-operation
will bear fruit in added efficiency, invigorating the faint-
hearted and inspiring the enthusiast. Our object is not to
build up a huge circulation but rather to disseminate as
much useful information to as many officers' as possible
Members can also help in other ways, for among our readers
are many whose fund of knowledge can be made available to
a wider circle than their immediate friends. Such members
could give valuable help to-others in assisting them to form.
ulate ideas, and, by thought-provoking contributions to our
columns, increase their proficiency. This war will go to the
natien which can mobilise its brain-power to the best advan-
tage, and readers are invited to make this journal a rostrum
from which their ideas and experiences can be conveyed to
those anxious to acquire a wider knowledge of current milit-
ary affairs. o o '
. ‘ Hsk sk sk .
SALVAGE, as the dictionary puts it, is the act of saving.
‘There was a time when it was regarded by the civil-
ian as having a nautical connexion only, but for some time
Past it has concerned the Services and civilian activities. The
. - objects of salvage are the conservation of
‘Tffesa(l)‘l’:g;zt our resources by the avoidance of waste,
the recovery of materials or stores for re-
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use as they stand (or in some modified form) or for reduc-
tion to basic components. Economy of material is as im-
portant as economy in man-power—particularly in its reper-
cussions on the use of shipping and on the national effort
generally. Unnecessary waste in war is therefore a crime.
* * * .

The first principle of economy is to refrain from de-
manding, using, or hoarding material that is not actually re-
quired.  The second is to prolong the
useful life of material by careful treat-
ment and early repair when necessary.
The third is to return all unwanted material, serviceable
and unserviceable, and all “empties”, so that they can be
put into use with the least damage or delay. The fourth is
to retrieve all materials and stores that become derelict.
Observance of these principles is an obligation which rests
on everyone.

Principles of
Economy

* * *

In peace-time stores and equipments are jealously safe-
guarded in a variety of ways. In war, on the other hand,
Salvage By De. D€ country’s purse is opened, and
fence Forces in nothing is stinted. The effect of this
India change is unsettling, and tends to create

a wrong attitude of mind. Sudden relaxation of peace-time
control may result in undisguised prodigality—an antidote
to which is ‘“‘conservation” drill. If everyone did his
duty to-day by making “conservation” a drill, taking
steps to see that his subordinates did the same, waste
would largely disappear, for conservation is synonymous
with absence of misuse. Much is already being done by the
defence services; returned stores depots are working and
expanding; salvage units have been raised and are function-
ing both in and outside India. But much remains to be
done, and the salvage organization will shortly be strength-
ened. Control will gradually be stiffened, and co-ordina-

tion tightened up.
* * *
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Civil, as opposed to Service salvage in India, is a prob-

lem entirely different from that which obtains in the United
Kingdom. In peace-time India was 2

Civil IS:;;’:ge 4 Jarge exporter of salvage, and had not the
plant and machinery to process her own

salvage; moreover, collection and distribution over the vast
distances involved, present a large problem. The Govern-
ment of India (Department of Supply) has, however, done
much to ensure a steady flow of usable salvage to consumers
in India, and the process will be augmented. New plant is
being installed and processes investigated to deal with the
changed situation. Greater ‘enthusiasm and effort are need-

ed, and in that direction the Defence Services must play
their part to the full. ’ -

Members are earnestly requested to motify any
change of address to the Secretary without delay. Such -
cooperation will not only help io ease postal traffic at a
time when mail services are over burdened, but u}il!

also ensure prompt receipt of the Journal each quarter.
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THE START OF THE WAR IN BURMA

By J. G. S.

I T IS ALMOST" exactly a year ago to-day since I arrived in

- India and' sent to the Journal my article on Dunkirk.
The long sea voyage out from Home gave mé the time and
opportunity to write that article, and a long spell of sickness has
given me the time to write this one—time that I could have
done very well without, but the rough must be taken with the
smooth, and one cannot expect to do more ‘than 29 years’ sol-
diering without ever seeing the inside of a hospital.

Much’ has appeared recently in the Press about the second

phase of the Burma war, i.e. from the fall of Rangoon until our
forces were finally withdrawn into India, but not so much has
been written about the opening phase of the campaign. This
is only natural, as the fighting in Malaya, the Phillipines and
the Dutch East Indies was occupying everyone’s attention when
the Burma campaign started. Nevertheless the first phase of the
campaign held far mote difficult problems for the Army Com-
mand than did the second. The small number of troops avail
able had to be spread over vast distances, with the object of hold
ing landing -grounds and keeping invading ]apanese forces as' far
away from Rangoon as possxble for as long as possible.
+ 'This -meant ‘that' the important principle of trying to con-
centrate superior numbers at the decisive point was continually
Warrmg with the necessity of trying to protect Rangoon. With
the - same -object, Z.e!, the ‘protection of Rangoon, the troops in
Lower Burma were tied to’ certain defensive lines until certain
definite dates. - This lead, perforce, to great difficulty in break-
ing contact when the time for withdrawal came, and to close-
quarter engagements in country disadvantageous to us such ag
Sittang, which could easily have been avoided had the 'vital fac-
tor' of 'Rangoon not existed. Also, of course, the troops in
Upper Burma -and the - Chinese did not come ino the ﬁrst phase
at all, and all the fighting fell on the 17th Division.

- Once the second phase started, however, ‘and Rangoon was
given up, both divisions could be concentrated under a’Corps
Staff, on the Rangoon—Prome—Mandalay line, and the handling
of the troops became infinitely easier. As General Alexander
explained in his recent Press Conference in New Delhi, it was
then difficulties of supply and re-inforcement more than anything
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else which caused the withdrawal of our troops to India. More-
over, of course, the only two serious engagements and most of
the casualties occurred in the first phase of the operations.

The events destribed in this article have already been men-
tioned in various articles in the Burma and Indian Press. The
names of the Army Commanders, the numbers of the two divi-
sions and nearly all the units have been mentioned in the Press
already. The names of the Divisional Commanders and under,
andi the actual Brigade numbers have not however been men-
tioned in the Press, and they will therefore be omitted from this
article—much as I should like to place on record the valiant
and distinguished work carried out by many of those serving
under my command.

Our lack of preparation for this particular campaign has
been acknowledged both by the Prime Minister, Mr. Winston
Churchill, and by the Commander-in-Chief in India. It was
simply due to our having so many irons in the fire that we had
not the men or the resources to be strong everywhere. Never-
theless, if we are going to benefit by the mistakes which: were
made, as we surely must, it is essential that we should be frank
and clear as to how and why they occurred. 'We shall then be
able to concentrate our thoughts, energies and resources for our
counter-offensive. _

Ian Hay in the Foreword to his “The Battle of Flanders”
wrote: “The British Army, by traditional usage, always seems to
be compelled to start 2 war from small beginnings, and either play
for time or take desperate risks until it has built itself up into
an effective striking force. The entire history of that Army is
chequered with tales of early reverses or expensive resistances,
redeemed in the end, as resources and experience accumulated,
by the final crown of victory”. This is as true in a smaller way
of the campaign in Burma as it was of the Battle of Flanders.

Four months after arriving out from Home, e, in October
1941, I was given command of a new Indian Division which was
being formed down country. The division was unique as far as
Indian Divisions went at the time, as the Infantry battalions
were all pre-war regular battalions straight from the frontier.
I was in hospital when the order reached me, and it was nearly
three weeks before the doctors would pass me fit. However, ‘T
arrived on October 20 and found that I was in plenty of time,
as only the Brigade Staffs and a nucleus of the Divisional Staff
had arrived. I had three extremely capable Brigadiers and the
foundations of a really good Divisional ‘Staff.
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Within the next few weeks all the battalions arrived, and
they much exceeded my expectations.  Although  they
had, of course been “milked” several times, they had a
nucleus of trained N.C.O.s and men, and were based on very
solid foundations. Moreover, they had all been recently engag.
ed in frontier operations, and were therefore already alive and
alert, used to movement and patrolling. In fact, they. were an
ideal division to‘.bring quickly up to the standard required with
one important exception—they had practically no M.T. drivers
and -the whole of our transport was to be M.T.  AllL battalions
were .commanded by pre-war experienced officers and the other
N.C.O.s, although mostly very young and new, looked most pro-
mising. - .

We started at orice on a comprehensive and progressive sys-
tem of training in ideal country. The supporting arms: and ser-
vices were starting to arrive, and everything seemed set fair. The
spirit in'the division was just that blend of trust, training and
thoroughness which one always tries for but seldom achieves.

Suddenly, however, I had a sad and unexpected blow. The
G.O.C. of the 17th Division (I need not conceal its numbers as
it has’ been mentioned so often in the jsapers) went sick, and 1
was ordered to take command of that division, which was then
doing its final training before going overseas. The telegram said
"irﬁﬁlédia't'ely" and I went off next day, very sad indeed at leav-
ing my own division, of which I was extremely fond and proud.

The 17th Division was in the throes of its final training.
Fully mechanized, it had concentrated on its mechanized prob-
lems, and was accustomed to moving long distances (at rather
excessive speeds!). In fact, what with the terrible roads and long
moves, it was obvious that the vehicles would be in a bad way
if we did not call a halt and concentrate on maintenance for the
Jast week or so. Moreover, the whole of the thick battledress’
had to be drawn and fitted, and the first Brigade was due to
leave 10 days after I arrived.

- I.was able to get a very good comparison between the men
of this division and my own. These were all new battalions,
some of which had had very handicapping teething troubles.
Their higher training was far in advance of their individual and
platoon training. Could anyone have foreseen that the whole
division would be hurled straight into jungle fighting against
the best trained jungle fighters in the world, it would have paid
hand over fist to have sent the M.T. to workshops and devoted



201 THE START OF THE WAR IN BURMA

the whole of the last month to minor training and the training
of junior leaders.

In the few days available I spent as much time as I could
with the Brigade that was due to leave first, and saw them start
oft in their M. T.—complete with their warm battledress. I was
never to sce them again and only heard later that they had been
despatched to Malaya, where they were at once in action and had
their Brigadier killed, while they themselves suflered very heavy
casualties.

On Christmas Day I was summoned to G.H.Q. with my
chief Stafl Officers and told that my Divisional H.Q. and one
Infantry Brigade were to proceed to Burma, while the remain-
. ing Brigade was to go to Malaya. This Brigade also I never saw
again. General Hutton, who had been selected to command the
troops in Burma, had alrcady left. That evening I went down
with a violent go of flu’ and the senior members of my Stafl were
sent off by air without me. I was, however, hot on their heels as
soon as the doctors would let me, and arrived in Rangoon on
January g.

The Japs had by that time invaded Burma and taken Victoria
Point, our southernmost aerodrome. They had also carried out
a somewhat severe air raid on Rangoon, from which the morale
of the civil population never really recovered. In all subsequent
daylight raids, as soon as the siren went, cars could be seen
streaking for the open country at top-speed, and Rangoon itself
became a city of the dead. As my scaplane touched the water
the siren went; whereupon every activity ceased and we sat there
an hour and a half, very much a sitting bird, until the all-clear
went.

I found the Army Commander confronted with some really
fearsome problems involving the defence of an enormous area
with very few troops, and the development of air and ground
defence of Rangoon—a dreadful bottleneck of a port. For some
reason, «the former appreciation had been that the Japs would
invade Upper Burma from the direction of Chieng Mai and the
1st. Burma Division was disposed weli to the morth accordingly.
It now appeared, however, almost certain that the Japs would
be more likely to take the most direct route from Bangkok on
to Rangoon, the loss of which would obviously be a crushing
blow to us. ,

" It was with the object of trying to block this main approach
and to guard our aerodromes that my division was disposed in
Lower Burma. The more of Lower Burma territory that was
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given up, the closer came the threat to Rangoon. In fact, it was
really the threat to Rangoon that dominated the strategical
situation throughout this first phase of the operation. My orders
were short and clear. I was responsible for the defence of
Tenasserim from MEercul in the south to Papun in the north.
Speaking from memory the arca was about 8oo miles long and
one glance at the map of Lower Burma showing the long thin
strip of Tenasserim with the sea to the west and THAILAND to the
east, will show how very vulnerable it was to enemy columns
striking from the east. As soon as any of these, however small,
entered Tenasserim, they were automatically astride our commu-
nications.

The troops at my disposal to hold this enormous area were
as follows. At MErcul, which was a landing ground, there was
a battalion and half of Burma Rifles with some local Frontier
Force. At Tavoy, another landing ground goo miles to the
north, there was a battalion of Burma Rifles. Again 250 miles
to the north was MourmeIN. This contained the Brigade H.Q.
of the Burma Brigade and the third Battalion of the Brigade,
a Battalion of the 12th. Frontier Force Rifles from India. The
only permanent garrison for the whole of the enormous Mour.-
MEIN area with its important aerodromc was the 8th Burma
Rifles, -consisting of stalwart Sikhs and P.M.’s enlisted from the
Indian element in Burma. _

My Divisional H. Q. was to be located in MouULMEIN, with
the H. Q. of the Tenasserim Government. A hundred miles
away to the east of Moulmein, guarding what was likely to be
the Japs’ main route of advance through the thickly wooded
Dawna hills, was my second Brigade, consisting of one Burma
Rifle Battalion, a battalion of the gth Jats, a Battalion of the
7th Gurkhas and an Indian mountain battery. It will thus be
scen that there were enormous gaps between units and that the
line of communication was lengthy and unprotected.

The Japs, having already taken Victoria Point and being
firmly established wherever they wished from Bangkok to Chieng
Mai, were in a good disposition to raid Tenasserim by land, sea
and air from positions directly at right angles to our main line
of communication. ' In fact our landing grounds at Mergui and
Tavoy were so close to the Japanese that they could only be
used as emergency refuelling stations. The solution to the
problem was, of course, a simple one—more troops. It was
cbvious that another two divisions between Moulmein and
Toungoo would have made the Japanese infiltration impossibly
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difficult and, with the Chinese forces gradually moving down
from the North, would have held off indelinitely the threat 1o
Rangoon.

As we know, however, with all availuble re-inforcements
being hurried out to Singapore, those extra divisions were not
available for Burma, and we just had to make do with what we
had. We were, of course, to get re-inforcements later, and very
valuable ones too, but on nothing like the scale required. Our
preliminary dispgsitions were in fact the outcome of weakness
based on bluff—and as the Japanese information of all our
movements and dispositions was always excellent, our bluff was
very quickly called.

As regards our Air Force, we were extremely lucky to have
some most gallant and efficient American Volunteer Group air-
men in Rangoon. They were civilians and freelances, and
were paid very handsomely for cvery cnemy aircraft they shot
down. Just as the old method in the British Army of purchasing
commissions and seniority produced some very fine commanders,
so this somewhat unorthodox volunteer procedure produced
some very fine results. In all subsequent Japanese air raids on
Rangoon, after the first one in December, their losses were tre-
mendously heavy. The A. V. G. Group were of course gradually
re-inforced by R. A. F. bombers and fighters as they became
available from elsewhere. '

The problem facing the Army Commander was indeed a
knotty one. He had no military intelligence service and, from
the time the Japanese invasion of Lower Burma started, no in-
formatibn came in from civil sources. As General Alexander
told the Press in New Delhi the other day, about 10 per cent. of
the population were pro-Japanese, 10 per cent. were pro-British,
and the remaining 8o per cent rather upathetic. The latter
would, I am sure, have been actively pro-British had we been
in a position to take the offensive. As it was, the organized
Japanese minority had an influence out of all proportion to their
numbers, with the result that the enemy got good information,
food and guides and animal transport, and was always able to
get hold of rafts and river boats when he required them.

After a busy afternoon at A. H. Q. I was on the point of
visiting the Governor when the air raid alarm went again, and
the whole life of the city came to a full stop. Eventually, how-
ever, I was able to get to Government House. Incidentally it
was one of the most hideous buildings I have ever seen—a newer
red brick edition of Portsmouth barracks. The Governor gave
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me a most cheerful welcome—he had once been a subaltern in
my regiment. I did not see him again until he and his Govern-
ment had been forced to leave Rangoon for Upper Burma.

Since arising in Calcutta at ogoo hours I had put in a lot
of work and was not sorry to get to bed. There were, however,
two more air raid alarms during the night but the Army Com-
mander and I were up betimes, as we planned to pay a visit to
lower Tenasserim by air. The flight was a somewhat tricky one
in view of the proximity of the Japanese Air Force, and the
A. O. C. sent a fighter escort with us. There was a slight delay
in getting off owing to disorganization caused by the night’s air
raids, but we landed at Mergui without incident after about two
hours’ flight. I was very pleased to find there, commanding the
Burma Rifle battalion, a very old Indian Army friend—Army
and Davis Cup tennis player—with whom I had played tennis
in years gone by. He had an excellent show going with his
F. F. R. well out, watching all the approaches.

We flew to Tavoy for lunch. Tavoy is a most attractive
little place in the centre of the tin mining country. The
battalion there, having the responsibility of guarding the aero-
drome and the land and sea approaches, was very thin on the
ground. Moreover, it was completely untrained, and I was not
surprised, when the Japanese attack developed, that the defences
were quickly overwhelmed. We arrived at Moulmein at 1600
hours, where the Army Commander left me to return to his
H. Q. in Rangoon. We were both extremely pleased later on
that we had done this trip on about the last date it could have
been carried out.

Although I had never been to Burma before, every place
had some sentimental association for me, as my people had heen
there during the whole of their I. C. S. service, and my father
had died there. I was continually being welcomed by old friends
of my father's—the first being the Commissioner of Tenasserim,
who had been my father’s D. C. in Moulmein. We established
the very closest liaison from the start, and our ways did not part
until I had lost almost the whole of Tenasserim for him, and
his job automatically came to an end. His family, with whom
I stayed for 10 days, until they had to be evacuated, were kind-
ness itself, besides being an example of cheerfulness and deter-
mination to make the best of things at a time of considerable
anxiety.

The first person to greet me on the aerodrome was old
Subadar Budh Singh, of the 15th Sikhs, whom I had taken leave
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of 26 years before with a nasty bullet hole in his chest which
~looked like being the end of him. He had somehow managed
to join up with a Kokine battalion which was being used for
aerodrome guards, and here he was, grey-bearded and rather
blind, but alert and tough as ever. He insisted on taking me
oft at once to his quarter guard which he had been coaching up
for days for a good old “present arms” (he had never heard of
the introduction of the new drill) after the real 15th Sikh pattern.
We had all too few Sikhs in the Division—and what a grand
show they put up later on when the Japs attacked the aerodrome!

I found that only the air echelon of my Divisional H. Q.
had as yet arrived, but that they had been working like Trojans
at the many problems, chiefly administrative, that were awaiting
urgent solution. I had two busy days looking round Moulmein,
meeting a great many people and looking at troops and defences.
What a fascinating place Moulmein must have been in peace
time, with its high pagoda ridge, its rivers and jungle—its
“Burmah girl a settin”! with her cheroot and her picturesque
garments! The Commissioner’s house stood right on top of the
ridge and got every bit of breeze that blew.

Looked at from a defence point of view, however, it could
hardly have been worse. The smallest perimeter, which would
include the aerodrome and the river front quays, to which ran
our main line of communication from Rangoon by steam ferry
from Martaban, was 25 miles round. On three sides were rivers,
crossable everywhere by boat and raft, and on the third side
there was thick jungle, through which ran innumerable tracks.
Moreover, the quays and railhead at Martaban, 6,000 yards
across the water on the far side of the Gulf of Martaban, had
also to be held—and what bombing targets the whole place
presented! The Commissioner’s housc alone, with its flag flying,
gave an irresistible target to any airman. I firmly insisted on
the removal of the flagstaff, and the house survived for over a
fortnight before it took a direct hit from a shell.

On January 13, with my G. I, A/Q and C. R. E, I set
off to visit the other brigade up the Dawnas. We had about
100 miles to go, through most picturesque jungle, including two
river crossings by ferry. The latter was a tedious business even
for one car, so it may be imagined what a long business it was
for troops. I felt certain that, if such crossings had to be
attempted in face of air opposition, utter chaos would probably
result, as there was only one ferry, operated by Burmese boat-
men. This did actually happen 2 little later; the ferry, with a
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lorry on it sank in midstream, and the remainder of the M. T.
had to be destroyed. My C. R. E. of course, was very quick off
the mark with the introduction of every sort of improvement
‘to this very prehistoric method of river crossing, but there was
not time for them ever to materialize.

On arrival at Brigade H. Q. we went straight up to visit
forward Battalions, and to see the excellent demolitions which
had been prepared in case the enemy advanced this far in force.
These demolitions had been so sited that whole sections of the
road would fall down a precipitous slope; they did, in fact, de-
lay the enemy’s advance for at least 10 days.

We climbed a hill to a so-called view-point that merely
enabled us to see the tops of a lot more jungle in front of us.
In this form of warfare one realized at once what a tremendous
advantage lay with the attacker, particularly if he were in
superior numbers. He had merely to go on infiltrating forward
on a wide front, concentrating eventually on a pre-arranged
objective. The tendency is for the defence, in an endeavour to
block every route of advance, to make too many detachments,
which only detract from strength at the decisive point. The
ideal would have been to have feelers out in all directions, con-
sisting of platoons with wireless sets. Unfortunately we were
so short of wireless that sometimes we could only give one set to
a battalion.

I found the Burma Rifle battalion of this Brigade riddled
with malaria—so much so that the Brigade really only consisted
of two Battalions. The intelligence officer of the Brigade had
been resident in this area for many years, and had many friends
on both sides of the border. He informed me that, within about
a week, a Japanese division would start advancing towards
Moulmein on this line. It appeared at first as though he had
exaggerated the numbers, as the initial advance was quite a
weak one, but the information he gave me was absolutely accu-
rate, and was for some time the only intelligence we and H. Q.
had to go on. Having had a long talk with this officer, who was
most unfortunately killed in the first clash, I decided that I
would at once incorporate civil officers with local experience in
my Divisional Staff.

On January 15, the remainder of my Divisional H. Q.
arrived, and we had our first visit from Japanese aircraft. We
had a warning system in Moulmein, but not a good enough one
to keep aircraft stationed there. From our own point of view
I was thankful when the system broke down and we only took
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cover when the aircraft were overhead. Whilst we had the
sirens, all civil labour closed down for several hours during the
day.

About 1100 hours the O. C. Tavoy rang up to say that a
column of 300 Japs was approaching Tavov from the East, and
that he had sent two companies out to engage them. The Japs
weren’t supposed to do this sort of thing at all: having taken
Victoria Point they should have invaded Tenasserim from the

south, thus allowing each of our posts to withdraw, after the

maximum Tresistance, on to the next one. It was obvious, how-

ever, that with our scattered dispositions and enormously
lengthy lines of communication, the east-to-west advance contin-
ually had us in a quandary, and threatened to cut off portions
of our forces to the south of the axis of their advance.  They
continued therefore, to make all their main advances fipm cast
to west right up to the fall of Rangoon and after. Having seen
how weak Tavoy was, I ordered O. C. Mergui to re-inforce him
with half a battalion. Meanwhile the defensive weakness of
Moulmein was worrying me a lot—it was extremely important
that it should be held and strongly defended, but we had no men
and ‘material.

The Q problem which faced my staff at this time was a
particularly difficult one. We were responsible for a line of
communication which stretched from Mergui right back to the
Sittang bridge. Supplies came by rail and road from Rangoon
to Martaban—then came an awful bottleneck of 6,000 vards of
water, over which everything had to come by steamer, and then
on again to the two forward Brigades by river, rail and road.
Train and river services were run by civil personnel. who just
would not stand the bombing, and we were gradually forced
to take them all over, and the Banks, post offices and telegraph
offices into the bargain,

On January 16 I had my first meeting of the defence com-
mittee. This consisted of myself and my senior staff officers, and
the Cormissioner and his senior officials. They put all their
knowledge and experience of the country at our disposal, and
opposite numbers, military and civil, got down to tackling their
problems together. I have often worked with I. C. S. and politi-
cal officers in India, but have never met any crowd of civilians
who were so efficient and so helpful as those drawn from the
Burma Civil, Canal Service, Railways and the business com-
munity who worked with us for the first two months of the war
in Burma, The D. C., Moulmein, and the D. S. P., Moulmein,
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were two of the most efficient and the most stout-hearted col-
leagues one could ever wish for in times of stress. The D. C.’s
wife ran the civil first-aid posts, and the minute the alarm
sounded she was off down into the bazaar, setting the highest
example to Europeans and Burmans alike. The strain was
eventually too much for the D. S. P, who was evacuated to
India, a very sick man. He was a great loss.

As more districts of Burma were invaded, many of the
junior civilians became out of a job. I think the Army could
have made far more use of them and of the evacuated business
community. They had the priceless advantage of knowing both
the people and the language. In the same way I think that the
Political Service in India could now spare many of their under
40 officers to join the Indian Army. These could well be re-
placed by older officers or even by retired officers, of whom there
must be many with the necessary experience.

A force of 14 Jap bombers escorted by p fighters bombed Moul-
mein on January 17. They did very little damage, but the Burmese
population started a steady evacuation into the surrounding
country and labour, which we needed badly, became very hard
to get. Meanwhile the news from Tavoy was not good. The
O.C. had little confidence in his troops, and they appeared to be
putting up very little resistance to the Japanese, who were report-
ed to be strongly re-inforced.

Two days later Tavoy fell. This meant that Mergui was
completely cut off, unless we could evacuate the garrison by sea
to Rangoon. This again depended on secrecy and careful plan-
ning. A start was made at once, and my naval L.O. was sent
down by sea to help. Brigade H.Q. from Moulmein, with their
third battalion, went down towards Tavoy to assist any parts of
the garrison the civil population who had managed to get
away by road. They did yeoman work there, and passed through
refugees of all sorts, including the O.C. Garrison who, after a
hectic four days and 250-mile trek by road, was on the point of a
nervous breakdown.

Next day the expected Jap advance through the Dawnas
started, and we certainly had plenty to think about. The
Japs supported this advance by intensive dive-bombing attacks.
One company of the %th Gurkhas was bombed for four hours;
the noise and the moral effect in the thick jungle were very great,
but the actual casualties extraordinarily small.

Faced with an infiltration advance of this nature through
dense jungle, particularly with such scanty communications. it is
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extremely difficult for the local commander to get any reliable
estimate of the strength of the opposition. Extremely varying
reports reached Brigade H.Q. The Brigadier would certainly
have been in the wrong had he let the enemy get round behind
him on to the demolitions. He thercfore decided to make cer-
tain of blowing his demolitions and, having done so, withdrew
his force on to Kawkareik. Here. as already mentioned, the ferry
broke down and the small pool of M.T. which was the only trans-
port available had to be destroyed, together with all equipment
and food which could not be carried on the men.

The Brigade then had a verv trying 6o-mile march into
Moulmein: this was forced on them by dwindling supplies
rather than by enemy action. The net result was heavy losses
of transport and equipment, with few casualties inflicted on
either side. The road, however, was most effectively blown, and
the demolitions slowed up the rate of the Japanese advance for
several weeks to come. The action rubbed in again the evils of
too many detachments and too much dispersion, which had been
forced on us by lack of troops and complete lack of information.

On January 21 Jap aircraft were very active over Moulmein.
With the exception of 4 Bofors on the aerodrome and two last—
war A.A. pieces at Martaban, we had nothing with which to
oppose them. Two of our fighters did land in the afternoon just
as a formidable force of Jap aircraft came over. The pilots re-
fused to see their aircraft destroyed on the ground, and very gal-
lantly tried to get up and make a fight of it; the odds, however,
were too great and they were both shot down. The bombing
started a really bad firc in the bazaar, which took the Sappers
several hours to get under. It did, however, complete the eva-
cuation of the Burmese population, which might have been diffi-
cult te enforce.

I decided that evening that all European and Indian women
and children must leave. The aerodrome was already virtually
cut of action and the only other route, by ferry steamer to Marta-
ban, was becoming more precarious daily. The European women
were all working in important jobs, either in the office or in the
hospitals, and we were as loath to let them go as they were to
give up their jobs. Divisional H.Q., now in the forefront of the
battle, was ordered further back, and a general redistribution of
forces had to be made to fill the very long gap which still exist-
ed between us and Rangoon.

On January 23 the B.G.S. from A.H.Q. arrived, and we spent
most of the day looking round the Moulmein defences. It was
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obvious to us. both that, with no defences to speak of actually
constructed, and with the length of perimeter that must be held,
the proposition was a difficult one. ~One Brigade was the most
that could be spared for it, and the eventual withdrawal of that
Brigade might be a difficult if not impossible operation. How-
ever, the Army Commander was still hoping for re-inforcements
of at least a division, and the loss of Moulmein would greatly in-
crease the air threat to Rangoon and also the danger of troops
being landed there by sea.

That day we had a great air success over Rangoon, the bag
being 19 Jap aircraft for certain and another seven probables.
The Air Force naturally pressed hard for the retention of Moul-
mein, and it was decided that it must be held as long as possible

by one Brigade consisting of the 12th F.F.R., the 8th Burma
Rifles. (Sikhs and P.M.s), two batteries of Burma Rifles,
a mountain battery and the aerodrome defences, consisting of
the Bofors guns and the Kokine Battalion aerodrome guard.

In addition to the above troops we had the Brigade with-
drawn from Kawkareik, which was being reformed and re-equip-
ped at Martaban, and one of the original Brigades of the 14th
Division just arrived from India, at Bilin. This latter Brigade
consisted of a battalion of the #th Gurkhas, a battalion of the
17th Dogras, and a battalion of the 1oth Baluch. The Brigade
was very far short of being fully trained, and, of course, had no
experience of jungle warfare. It had, however, a full comple-
ment of carriers, which came in very useful later on for road
protection.

Divisional H.Q. moved back on January 24, to Kyaikto,
where I shared the P.W.D. bungalow with the Commissioner;
H.Q. was established in the local jail. From now on there were
indications that Japanese forces were closing in on Moulmein
from the east and from the south. The Army Commander and
I spent the day there on the 28th and on the morning of the
goth the Japanese attack started. By the evening about two
Japanese regiments were in contact and the garrison was virtually
cut off. The telephone, however, was never cut; I was in con-
stant communication with the Commander. That night I in-
formed the Army Commander of the situation, and he left it to
me as to what action I should take.

Up to nightfall we were doing very well. The Japanese
were obviously using good troops as the employment of their
artillery, the co-operation with their air arm and the skill and
determination with which the infantry pressed forward were all
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. first-class. In places, however, they suffered severe casualties, and
the acrodrome defences, which had been entirely re-sited and re-
constructed, proved a very hard nut to crack. Had we had the
troops and material to construct proper perimeter defences, and
another Brigade to put into it, I am convinced that Moulmein
could have held out a considerable time. As it was, however,
the situation deteriorated rapidly, the defences were penetrated
in several places and the aerodrome cut off. The ferries weré
still intact, and on the Moulmein side of the water, but it was
obvious that the strain on the crews was proving almost too great.
Once the crews or the ferries went, all chance of evacuating the
garrison would go too.

After a final talk with the Brigadier I ordered him to with-
draw il he could at 1700 hours, and we arranged for Rangoon
to put up as strong an umbrella as they could to cover the opera-
tion. There was a lot of confused fighting in the streets of
Moulmein as the garrison fought its way down to the quays.
They were only just in time, as the nerves of the ferry crews were
at breaking point; it was obvious that they would only do one
trip—indeed one could hardly have expected non-military per-
sonnel to do more. The journey across under shell and machine-
gun fire was a nightmare. Several craft were sunk and a
number of men drowned. There were many deeds of gallantry
performed, the 12th F.F.R., the Mountain Battery, 8th Burm:
Rifles and the R.E. particularly distinguishing themselves.

That the bulk of the Force was withdrawn safely in broad
daylight under every sort of difficulty reflects the greatest credit
on the commanders and troops concerned. There were a good
many casualties, and we lost four Bofors, four mountain guns and
a good deal of equipment, but very little transport, as we had
evacuated most of it beforehand. The Brigade, however, had in-
flicted heavy casualties on the enemy and had given Rangoon an
extra week’s respite, every day of which was precious.

On the Martaban side every Staff officer was working night
and day, sorting out units and feeding and re-equipping the men.

Qur new dispositions, though considerably stronger than they
had been, were still ordered mainly with the idea of giving up
as little of Burma as possible, and so allowing Rangoon elbow-
room and giving time for the southward move of the Chinese
armies. This resulted in some cases in battalions being as much
as 4o miles apart, which of course, from a purely tactical point
of view, was not good, '
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We were now disposed as follows: the southernmost Brigade
with its H. Q. at Thaton, had one battalion there, and one down
at- Martaban, which the Japs were obviously already nibbling at.
They had been bombing and shelling it from Moulmein ever
sincé the latter place was evacuated. A third battalion was at
Paan on the Salween—an obvious line of approach from the
east, and a fourth battalion at Duyinzeik, an important river-
crossing connecting Thaton with Paan. The Brigade was as
concentrated as possible to cover the places they had to hold, but

battalions were yet so much separated that a Brigade battle was
impossible.

»

The next Brigade was at Bilin, with one battalion 8o miles
to the north at Papun, the northern limit of my responsibility.
At Kyaikto was the Burma Brigade which had been in Moul-
mein. This Brigade had to find detachments as far back as the
Sittang bridge, for which I was responsible. This was a large and
vital railway bridge over the Sittang river on which our com-
munications with Rangoon depended. Sappers were working
night and day to enable it to take road as well as railway traf-
fic. The road from Kyaikto back to Sittang was just being

made; it was in a terrible state, feet deep in thick dust and run-
ning through dense jungle.

During the next week, whilst the enemy were making a
close reconnaissance of our positions, I got a very welcome addi-
tion to my strength in the Gurkha Brigade from the 19th Divi-
sion. I had asked for this Brigade as soon as I got orders to
come to Burma, as I knew what a tower of strength they would
be in the close jungle fighting we were likely to experience.
Unfortunately they arrived very short of pack transport, of which
we were so greatly in need. They were located between Kyaikto
and Bilin in Divisional reserve.  As I had now got four Infantry

Brigades and was soon to get a Tank Brigade, I was given a
B. G. S. in addition to my G. 1. ‘

On January 10 the Japs took Martaban by a combined sea
landing and land attack. The battalion of the 7th Gurkhas de-
fending the place was heavily outnumbered, and had been sub-
jected to a week’s intermittent air bombing and shelling. On
the 12th the Baluchis at Paan were heavily attacked by about
four times their number of Japs and overwhelmed. They were
a young battalion with very few old soldiers and a number ot
very young officers, but they fought like veterans. They were
heavily dive-bombed and subjected to intense mortar fire, The
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Japs pressed in from all sides and the fighting became hand-to-
hand. The C. O. was killed, but the companies fought on under
their own officers as long as any organized resistance was possibla.

It now became so obvious that the wide dispersion adopted
was likely to lead to defeat in detail that the Army Commander’s
sanction was obtained to the concentration of the Division be-
hind the Bilin river, The Japs tried hard to circumvent this by
forced marches through the jungle. ~We, however, were based
on a road and railway, and in spite of their getting a consider-
able start, we were back with all our stores and transport com-
plete, in time—but only just. As the K. O. Y. L. L. got into
their position thev met a Japanese battalion and the whole
Brigade was soon in action.

From the 15th to the 20th two Brigades fought what was
estimated to be a whole Japanese Division on the line of the
Bilin river. The fighting was close and hard, but in view of the
danger to Rangoon, we had orders to hold this line until A. H. Q.
gave permission to withdraw. The 4th, sth and 7th Gurkhas
and the K. O. Y. L. I. distinguished themselves particularly, and
wherever ground was lost, regained it by counter-attack. Our
Air Force supported us most effectively during this battle.

By the 19th it was obvious that large numbers of Japs were
passing round our northern flank. Only one fresh battalion, the
12th F. F. R. remained in hand at Kyaikto, and they were put
in on the left flank of the forward brigades to try and stem this
infiltration. Their action was partially successful, but there was
cvery indication that the enemy had been strongly re-inforced.
We learnt later that a complete new division had been passed
round our northern flank with orders to “cut off and destroy
the i17th Division at Sittang.”

Orders were received on the 20th to withdraw. The forward
brigades broke contact cxtremely skilfully as soon as it got dark,
and the enemy followed up warily, having gained a wholesome
respect for the hitting-back powers of our troops. So ended the
Bilin battle, the most severe engagement of the Burma campaign,
and one in which our troops acquitted themselves well. It was
the first time the situation admitted of our giving battle in force,
supported by some artillery and on ground of our own choosing.
Although increasingly outnumbered, we had not given way a
vard until ordered, and so again given Rangoon and the higher
command another valuable week’s respite. The troops, how-
ever, were desperately tired—I have only seen troops as weary
during the last stages of the Dunkirk operation. Whether they
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would ever be able to make Sittang before fresh Jap troops cut
in behind us was a very moot point. Morale was extremely high
and that helped enormously in keeping troops on the move.

A few days before the Bilin battle started, the Army Com-
mander had had a very narrow escape from death in an aero-
plane accident. He and his A. D. C. had gone on a liaison visit
in two Lysander aircraft. Both aircraft were compelled to make
a forced landing. The A. D. C. was told to make a parachute
jump—what a horrid moment!—and did so successfully. The
pilot of this aircraft made a crash landing, but escaped with his
life. The Army Commander stuck to his aircraft; the machine
caught fire on landing, but he managed to pull the unconscious
airman out alive; unfortunately he died later in the day. The
Army Commander, though terribly bruised and shaken and with
water on both knees, came to visit me a few days later, and con-
cealed his injuries so well that neither I nor my Staff knew that
the accident had occurred—altogether a very gallant performance.

After the withdrawal from Moulmein I brought a business
man with years’ of experience of Burma on to my Staff and made
him my chief Intelligence Officer. From that day our informa-
tion started to improve, and we were able to give A. H. Q. a few
probable forecasts and appreciations.  Early in the Bilin battle
he gave information of the danger of our being cut off at Sittang;
after Sittang he gave an extremely accurate forecast of the prob-
able Japanese action in cutting the Rangoon—Toungoo and
Rangoon—Prome roads and of the route the Japs would prob-
ably take in getting to Mandalay. It made me realize what a
handicap we suffered from, as compared with the Japanese, in
uot having prepared beforehand for this campaign.

On January zo the Japs landed troops by sea about 12 miles
south of Kyaikto. We had only a few military police and local
frontier force to observe and delay them. On the 21st the with-
drawal from Bilin continued, covered by the grd Gurkhas, who
had been laid back beforehand into a covering position. Divi-
sional H. Q. was now rather in the forefront of the battle, but
we could not move back until the rearguard arrived. All through
the night of the 21/22nd the weary troops came in to Kyaikto
and after only a few hours’ rest were pushed on again. Kyaikto
was held by the few battalions which had been re-organizing and
were not fit to take part in the Bilin battle. During the night
the B. M. P. lost touch with the coastal landing troops, and the
situation in that direction became obscure and somewhat
uncomfortable.
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At o6oo hours next morning, after a busy night, the B.G.S.
and I were pouring out our morning tea when with loud jackal
howls Japanese troops, probably the sea-landing people, who
had crept through the jungle, attacked Divisional H. Q. and the
railway station. It was still quite dark, and bullets from every
direction smacked up against the walls of the jail. The Employ-
ment Platoon were at their alarm posts and inside them the
officers of the Divisional H. Q. Staff, with drawn revolvers, took
their posts.

The Japs were using their favourite, and very effective, de-
vice of coloured bullets to inform one another of their where-
abouts and of the targets they were engaging. One would have
appreciated the firework display more as an outside observer.
We got through to Brigade H. Q. on the phone, and a company
of the 12th F. F. R. was sent up to re-inforce. It started to get
light—the attack had not achieved the surprise expected and the
Japs drew off.

The withdrawal by Brigade groups on to Sittang continued
during the 2¢nd. The bridgehead defences there had been con-
siderably strengthened and now consisted of the 1sth F. F. R.,
the remainder of the 1oth Baluch, a large detachment of Burma
Rifles, a company of the newlyarrived D. W. R. with some
mountain guns and A. A. guns. Divisional H. Q. was at the
Mokpalin quarries with the Gurkha Brigade. Enemy air action
throughout the day was very severe. Our fighters did their best
to give us some protection and shot down several enemy bombers.

The Sittang bridge was just ready to take wheeled traffic,
and from the late afternoon, all through the night, a steady
stream of transport and non-combatant units were passed over.
The Japs dared not bomb it until every eflort to capture it had
failed. It really looked as though we were going to get over in
time. That cvening a Staff officer from A. H. Q. arrived with
information that the Tank Brigade had arrived, was disembark-
ing with all speed in Rangoon, and would join me as early as
possible.

At ogoo hours, with the roads getting clearer of transport,
the march was resumed. Everything was absolutely quiet.
A. H. Q. had informed us that it was likely that the Japs niight
try and land troops by parachute on the open ground west of
Sittang, and take the bridge from that side. It was imperative,
therefore, that the Gurkha Brigade should get across as early as
possible. On approaching the bridge we found that a lorry had
overturned in the middle and for three hours the bridge was
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blocked. What vital hours these turned out to be! I went for-
ward to consult the C. R. E. and have a look at the bridge
defences.

Eventually the bridge was opened, and Divisional H. Q.
Gurkha Brigade H. Q. and the 4th Gurkhas passed over.  Sud-
denly, from the thick jungle to the north, a heavy Japanese
attack was put in on the bridgehead defences—the defences gave
—and the Japs looked to have got the whole bridge. A counter-
attack was quickly organized and most determinedly carried out.
The bridgehead was regained and the Japs withdrew, taking my
A. D. M. S. and several other officers with them. They were,
however, soon strongly re-inforced and they interposed a solid
ring between the bridgehead and the remainder of the division.
We had failed by six hours to get across intact.

We were now opposed by two divisions—a completely fresh
cne which had been working round our northern flank for days,
and the somewhat mauled one with which we had been in action
at Bilin. On the East bank of the river the grd and jth Gurkhas
were at once in action in a determined attempt to join up with
the bridgehead defences. Behind them the other two brigades
were soon engaged. The fighting developed early into a really
close jungle battle over which no one above a Battalion Com-
mander had any control. It was a soldiers’ battle and a junior
leaders’ battle. Our troops gave as good as they got, but they
were unable to break through to the bridge.

On the west bank we had only Divisional H. Q. and Gurkha
Brigade H. Q. and the 4th Gurkhas, and we should have been
hard put to it if the expected parachute landings had taken
place. After a preliminary wireless message telling all brigades
the situation, communications broke down and it was only
possible to tell from the noises of battle approximately what was
happening. At 1500 hours the bridgehead defences were very
heavily and accurately shelled, and the bridgehead again lost.
The 4th Gurkhas, the only remaining battalion, was put in to
re-take it, and the situation was once again restored. The night
was quiet and a few men crossed over to our side of the river on
rafts. '

At o400 hours the Gurkha Brigade Commander in charge
of the Bridge defences reported by telephone that Japanese
pressure had increased, and he could not guarantee to hold the
bridge for more than another hour. Military history teems with
difficult decisions over bridge demolitions, but I cannot recall a
more difficult one than this—to blow a bridge knowing that
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three quarters of one’s own troops are on the wrong side. How-
ever, there was no doubt whatsoever as to the right course. 1t
the Japs had got the bridge, not only could they pass a whole
division straight on to Rangoon, but, with both banks of the
Sittang in their possession, the chances of getting more of 1%th
Division over would be very small. I told the Brigadier to blow.

The bridge was most gallantly blown by the Sappers under
close fire. The effect on the Japanese was immediate: having
failed in their object they drew off and parties of our men, in
broad daylight, started to swim and float themselves over. The
Sittang is a nasty river to swim and men who did so had to divest
themselves of most of their clothes and certainly their boots.
On arrival at the far bank they then had some distance to walk
on stony ground. The feet of officers and British ranks unused
to walking barcfoot; were in an appalling state.

The Divisional Staff now had a problem of evacuation, re-
clothing, re-equipping and feeding, before which all former
problems faded into insignificance. Fortunately the TJaps
definitely had had enough, and allowed us to run trains and
lorries to within a mile or two of the river to bring back the
wounded and lame. Their casualties had undoubtedly, been
heavy—an escaped officer estimated that there were 2,000 Japs
dead, in the vicinity of the bridge alone. Our losses had also
been heavy—three valuable C. O.’s killed and many other officers
and men, besides heavy losses in guns and equipment. In an
action where so many gallant deeds were done, it is somewhat
invidiows to single out particular units. The grd and pzth
Gurkhas, however, distinguished themselves particularly, as did
the two British battalions, the K. O. Y. L. 1. and the D. W. R.
The latter battalion had only just arrived and had to be put
straight into action.

The Sittang battle is a fitting climax to the first phase of
" the operations. We learnt many lessons from them which will
be, or have been, incorporated in the various training memo-
randa. No one will deny that in Burma we were unprepared
for this type of fighting, and that our troops were completely
untrained for it. No true picture can be obtained of the early
~fighting in Burma unless it is clearly borne in mind that long

lines of communications and dispersions were forced on us by
other factors than tactical necessity.

It has been said that the troops were road-bound and M. T.-
minded. We should have liked more animal transport, of
course, for tactical movement and actual fighting, but without
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our railway, good M. T. road and modicum of M. T. we could
not possibly have maintained troops so widely dispersed or got
them back so quickly to other dispositions. In the latter phases
of the operations, tactical necessity could be put first and disper-
sion was only necessary to gain cover from the air. It would be
idle to compare this type of operation with the battle of
Flanders. The tempo is much slower and the commander has
a long time—too long—to think. I am convinced, however, that
jungle fighting demands a higher standard of individual training,
specialist training and junior leading than any other type of
warfare that exists. '
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BURMA: A NEW TECHNIQUE OF WARFARE
By Lr.-Con. G. T. WHEELER

IT IS TOO EARLY to write a full account of the cam-

paign in Burma. The enemy would learn much from
such an account for many of our manceuvres must still
be inexplicable to him, as his often were to us. It is also reason-
able to hope that the full, unexpurgated story of the campaign
will never be written for it would be sorry reading in many -
places. The credit which is due to the British and Indian troops
that fought the enemy can hardly be overstated, and the more
fully their deeds are related the better. The tale of the Indian
1efugees, the crumbling of the “home” front of Burma, and the
striving for comfort and safety in rear areas are matters that will
never be fairly told, so they should remain untold.

To some extent the Japanese have introduced a new tech-
nique of warfare. Napoleon over-ran Europe largely because he
taught his troops to live on the country, and so achieved a
degree of strategical mobility that left his enemies gasping. The
Japanese have done the same, but added a standard of tactical
infileration that can be called amazing. This combination of
strategical mobility and tactical infiltration produces a most an-
noyingly ubiquitous enemy. The Japanese is most dangerous
when there is no news of him and no contact with him. At such
times he nearly always proved to be either where he was least
wanted or where it was believed impossible to go: these were
frequently the same place.

The Japanese Army has done much preparation to achieve
this degree of mobility. The men have been thoroughly train-
ed physically and tactically, and their junior officers have been
imbued with a strong offensive spirit which carries them forward
without apparent regard to events on their right or lefc. There
is, however, nothing in this aspect of their training which we
cannot equal and better. The mental background of the Jap-
anese soldiering is, however, something that we shall not equal
during the course of this war. The Japanese are a military
nation, which we are not, and they have assiduously cultivated a
military and ascetic spirit by every available means of propa-
ganda. Japanese cinemas show films of a single Jap beating
many foes with a sword, they extol contempt of comfort and
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teach in every way the superiority of their race to other people
and to luxury.

In the same period we have preached against war and dev-
eloped a standard of luxury life which has no place in war. We
cannot reverse these facts in a few years, so we must accept them,
and look for compensating assets. The first asset is not hard to
find. We have a high standard of living and allied to it is a very
high industrial capacity. Our potential, if not actual, output of
weapons of war could make the Japanese armies look like tribal
lashkars; yet in Burma the standard of armament was about
cqual; we were more heavily armed, the Japanese more appro-
priately for the country. That must be put right, and it will
only be done if both emergency and imagination are used.

Much of our equipment is quite unsuitable for use against
the Japanese. Our g-inch mortar is too heavy, particularly the
base plate; any metallurgist would halve the weight without
difficulty.  Ammunition boots have no place in the jungle. We
have no quickly-laid booby traps for use in the ideal setting
which jungle provides; no coloured smoke for signalling, no
raft-making gadgets, no life belts, no “jungle” tanks, no hand-
carts. There is a lot of lee-way to be made up, if we are to
barter our superior industrialization for our need for comfort
and imported food.

A second asset which we should be able to exploit is our
superior wealth. The subject is a delicate one, for wealth in war
is largely spent below the level at which decent people breathe
freely. Japan has some Allies now who are accustomed to react
to money. They should be treated on the grand scale and brought
in from the highest in their ranks. As a nation we have rather
forgotten the possibilitie§ of buying high commanders. The
practice is still popular in the East and we should have a seat in
the market. : :

The last asset which comes readily to mind is the Air Force.
The Japanese rushed us in Malaya and Burma. He drove us
from our airfields one by one by taking risks with his bomber
force 'which we have learnt not to face. When we, like plum-
bers, come back with our tools, we must accept risks to rush him
off his forward landing grounds and establish the fact beyond all
doubt that any Japanese aeroplane which perches within reach
of our main bomber force is virtually written off. That is what
he did to us in Burma, working at the end of a L. of C. which
was longer than he had foreseen; for presumably he did not fore-
see his rapid move northwards from Rangoon,






