EDITORIAL

As we go to press, the vear 1941 is ]ust coming to its end, and
it may ‘be of interest to compare our situation now with what it
was a year ago.

At the end of 1940 the British Commonwealth stood almost
alone against the Germans as a fighting nation. In Albania the
Italians were being severely handled by the Greeks and in North-
ern Africa by the Imperial Forces, and the Italian Navy had re-

ceived some heavy blows from the Royal Navy, in the Mediter-
ranean.

The credit side of Germany’s balance appeared to be high.
She had disposed of twor of her three opponents—Britain, France
and Poland She had overrun Norway, Helland and Belgium.
Denmark, Bulgaria and Rumania had given way to her threats.
Practically the whole of the European continent was under the
heel of the Nazis, and the acquisition of the coast line from  North
Cape to the Bay of Biscay had given Germany air, submarine and
invasion bases which covered the whole of the eastern and south-
ern waters of Britain, very greatly faéilitating her attempts to
prevent the arrival of supplies of all kinds at British ports, and
vastly simplifying an air offensive on Britain.

That the Germans were taking full advantage of the _oppor-
tunities they had gained was shown by the fierce air attacks on
London and on others of the big English towns, resulting in many
casualties and much damage, and by the increased shipping losses
in the Atlantic.

Let us look at the situation now, at the completion of 1941.

Last year ended with two nations, Britain and Greece, fight-
ing against the Axis. Greece, after a most gallant struggle, was
forced to succumb, but to-day we find, lined up against the powers
of Nazism and Fascism, the British, Dutch, Russians, Chinese and
. Americans, with the whole weight of the enormous resources of
m;in—power and production of the latter thrown into the scales.
Germany has gained one active partner, the Japanese, but on the
other hand, her ally, Italy, has received very heavy reverses and is
not now the active helper she was expected to be when she enter-
ed the war.
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The operations now being conducted against the Axis powers
are taking place, broadly speaking, in four areas—the Atlantic,
Russia, the Mediterranean and the Pacific.

In the Atlantic, owing to the measures now being taken to
protect our convoys and to the gallantry and endurance of our
merchant seamen, losses of ships have been very considerably re-
duced. Large numbers of cargoes are being delivered daily at
ports all round the British Isles, and in this zone we can fairly
claim to have got the better of the enemy and to have reduced his
interference to a very large extent.

Our Allies in Russia, forced as they were to fall back for some ‘
months, succeeded in holding the German attempts to capture
Leningrad and Moscow and to drive a way through the Russian
positions in the south, and now have turned round and in their
turn are beating the Germans back in retreat, inflicting on thera
enormous losses in men and material. The Germans call this
straightening their line according to plan, a story hardly -borne out
by the now daily tale of Russian successes. - In this long, battle-
field, in spite of his earlier gains, Hitler can hardly claim success
now. ‘ ‘

Events in the Mediterranean area are going strongly in
favour of the Allies. After months of preparation, the Imperial
land forces, backed by our Naval and Air Forces, have driven the
combined German and Italian army practically out of Cyrenaica,
taking a huge toll of men and machines in the process. Further
south, the last stronghold, Gondar, in the former Italian colonial
empire has been taken, and that empire, founded by the seizure of
an inoffensive kingdom, has now crumbled to nothing.

In the Pacific, at the moment, we cannot claim that things
are going well for the Allies. Japan has succeeded in gaining
great advantages at the outset. By attacking before war was even
declared she has been able to inflict very serious losses on the
Navies of both ourselves and the United States, she has come
dangerously near to Singapore from more than one direction, she
has succeeded in capturing Hongkong, and has been able to land

large forces to threaten the safety of the Phillipines and other
islands of strategical importance. By forcing Thailand to give

« way to her, she has now succeeded in getting into direct contact

with Burma, and has brought that country, and, indeed, parts of

India too, within range of her air attacks. It will take time and

‘ ‘cons1derable effort to fight back to a position where we can say
that these initial gains have been offset.
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What turn events will take in the immediate future and
what fresh blows the Axis powers will endeavour to deliver—and
there is every likelihood of their making early efforts in fresh
directions—we are unable to forecast. There is no doubt, how-
ever, that we may expect more of the “blood, toil, tears and sweat”
promised us by the Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, in the early
days of the war. Still, the general situation is undoubtedly such
as to allow us to face the coming year—to quote Mr. Churchill,
again—“with sober confidence.”

In our last issue we made some remarks on “Combined War-
fare.” Since then, the world has seen two excellent examples of
how the three Services of the sea, air and land can combine to
bring about the desired object of the defeat and destruction of
the enemy’s forces. ‘

After months of the most careful preparation, the Imperial
Forces in Neorth Africa have now driven the German and Italian
army practically out of Cyrenaica, inflicting enormous losses of
every kind on them, and as we go to press, it appears that the
final battle to complete the work is about to take place.

All three Services have taken their full share in this opera-
tion. The Naval forces have kept the seas of the Mediterranean
open for the movement of our own ships, they have prevented a
large proportion of the enemy vessels which were striving to carry
greatly needed supplies of men, machines and material to North
Africa from reaching that country, and they have assisted the land
troops in their actual operations by bombardment from the sea.

In the air, our Air forces have held superiority from the out-
set. By bombing hostile aerodromes they have intetfered very
considerably with the air activities of the enemy. Air attacks on
ports and on columns of supplies and reinforcements in rear of
the actual battle areas have been most successful, and they have
played a very full part in the fighting operations by their close
support of our attacking troops, keeping off hostile attacks and
themselves delivering fierce assaults on the enemy ground forma
tions. ‘

The results of this close co-operation, coupled with the dash
and courage of the land troops and the skill of their commanders,
are to be seen in the rapidity with which the hostile forces, led as
they were by a commander reported to be one of the most cap-
able German lesders of armoured formations and comprising
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among other troops two specially selected German armoured divi-
sions, have been’ driven, back so far in so short a time.

The second example is the very recent raid on Norway. Here
again, all three Services were working in very close co- operauon.
The safe landing and, later, the withdrawal of the land’ troops was
ensured, and several enemy ships were sunk or destroyed by the
 Royal Navy. Protection from air attack was provided by the"
Royal Air Force by air fighting, attacks on the ‘nearest enemy
aerodrome and by providing smoke. scréens. . The Army, when
landed, carried out a. considerable amount of destruction, and
killed and captured an appreciable number of enemy.

The whole operation was completed with very few casualties
to our forces.

" In this connection we have recently heard some discussion
on the desirability of having “‘commandoes” permanently  com-
posed of units of all three Services. This would be the ideal. It
Is an accepted fact that the best results in war are obtained when
units are trained together, getting to know each other well, and
by this mutual acquaintance gaining complete mutual trust in
edach other. It is a'question, however, if, with the many calls that
have to be made on the sea and air forces, it. would be .possible
to take away from the multifarious tasks for which they are daily
required, any units of the Royal Navy or the Royal Air Force and
keep them solely for work of this nature. It would appear that '
whilst this object is one which it would be most advantageous to
gain, it must be kept as something to be aimed at in the future*
when the number of available ships and aeroplanes has 1ncreased’
far beyond what it is now. _

*® * * *

Perha.ps, the most important event in the last three monthq
has been the entry of the United States into the war. ‘

A year ago, President Roosevelt proxmsed that half the pro-
duction of the United States would be sent to Britain.

- Later, came the Lease and, Lend Act, by Wthh the matenal
assistance given by the United Statés to-the forces of the Bntlsh”
‘Commonwealth was very greatly mcreased ' . '

On the %th of November, 1941, the American Senate passed
a Bill permitting the arming of all United States’ merchantmen
and allowmg them to enter belligerent ports and “zones of com-
bat.” " After a debate lasting some ddys the House of Representa-

tives gave -Congressional Approval to this measure on the 1gth
of*November.
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The results of this decision, which tore away the last
remnants of the legislature by which the American republic, six
years ago, strove to avoid becoming involved in the world crisis
which it clearly saw approaching, would be farreaching. It en-
sured that ships and men would be available to deliver materials
for aiding the war effort at the points where they were most
urgently needed, and would relieve the British Navy of part, at
least, of its great responsibilities in bringing the Battle of the
Atlantic to a successful conclusion.

Now, on December 8th, by the aggreésivé action of the
Japanese the United States has been plunged into war.

The results of this on the American nation are easy to see.
Previously, the Isolationist policy had a large number of sup-
porters who were against President Roosevelt’s efforts to give
material support to the opposition to the Nazi and Fascist aggres-
sors. The national industry itself met with frequent checks from
strikes which had - a serious effect on prodi;ction, and which re-
quired severe measures to bring under contrel.- Now, the whole
nation is united, and we can say with certainty that their produc-
tion, immense as it was before, will yet increase very largely and
will no longer be hindered by such things as strikes, and that the
great assistance given heretofore to Britain.and her Allies will
grow even greater still. Indeed, Presuient Roosevelt himself has
promised this. - The expansion -of her Nawvy and ,Army began
immediately, and although; as in- the case, of Britain, it may be
some little time before it reaches its peak, with- the resources at
her disposal we may confidently expect that time to be short.

.*. * R

»

We have to record a inost mterestmg and impressive cere-
mony, the presentation of the Victoria Cross to Captain P. 8.
Bhagat, Royal Bombay Sappers and Miners, and to the widow
of the late Subedar Richpal Slngh 4th Battalion (Qutram’s) 6th
Rajputana Rifles.

P

. These Victoria Crosses, - ‘the first and second to be gamed by
members of the Indian Army in this war, were both won in the
Abyssinian Campaign. - C

" The ceremony took place in the forecourt of Viceroy’s House,
New Delhi, on November 1oth; in the presence of a large number
of spectators. A: Guard - of -Honour was provided by the 6th
Rajputana Rifles. |



THE WESTERN DESERT
By Major G. T. WHEELER.

The Western Desert is indescribable to anyone who has not
seen it. This is because its nature changes about every mile, and
eg‘,eh change brings something that does not exist elsewhere. If a
Matabele asked: “What is England like?”, it would be neces-
sary to describe grass fields, ploughed fields, crops of all sorts, tar-
mac roads, moorland, factories and so on, and at the end the
Matabele would be dizzy, but without the knowledge he sought.
So with the Western Desert. There is hard “put,” sand-dunes,
rock flats, tufty “ghots,” scrub of many sorts and stony wastes—
and many, many other varieties of barren land. From a military
point of view it is sufficient to regard it as Salisbury Plain with the
trees and grass scraped off gnd the undulations ﬂéttened to half
their present relative height—or, alternatively, to the barren
land between Rawalpindi and Khushalgarh. Tanks can cross
most of it as fast as they like, wheeled vehicles will average
12 m.ph. over most of it. In places they can go 50 m.p.h. with-
out risk, in others 5 m.p.h. with acute discomfort from the stones
or grassy tufts. Two impressions must remain. _First, the desert
on which we fight is nothing like the desert of “Beau Geste” or
the desert round Cairo. Secondly, it is stony, not without vegeta-
tion and deceptively undulating.

The desert on which we have fought most, and still do, is
on either side of the Sollum Escarpment. This is worth describ-
ing. It is about 500 feet high at its highest and is a steep, but
never vertical cliff.  Wadis run into it continuously, so conceal-
ment is easy, and although a man could walk along it half-way
up, it would be a very tortuous and tiring journey, for he would
go up and down, and in and out without ceasing. It is a com-
plete vehicle obstacle except where roads have been made at

Sollum, Halfaya, Halfway house and Sofafi. Infantry can climb
it where they will.

Maps of the desert mark tracks, and possibly before the war
these tracks existed as such. The desert track is not good going,
it is a place where previous traffic has removed the soft top soil
and exposed the loose stones thereunder. The wise driver, there-
fore, drives parallel to, but not on, a track. There are many
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wise drivers and, consequently, many parallel tracks. The whole
desert is in fact intersected with tracks, and those that connect
main centres may well be two miles in width of parallel tracks.
A new Corps Headquarters arrived in the desert and, presumably
from some forgotten manual, produced an order to “signpost all
cross-roads and report completion.” Cross-roads are not places,
they are vast areas; and the idea of completing the signposting of
~a- track-infested area bigger than Yorkshire was novel. They were
a good Corps Headquarters and explained that the order
was signed in a “Khamsin”—the hot wind which makes all men
feel stupid and all motor radiators boil.

In theory, an attack during a duststorm is a. very desirable
military event, but in practice it is risky because if the attack
goes down-wind—and the wind veers fast—there is a chance of
having every vehicle stranded for lack of water to refill the radi-
ator. A Ford V-8 going down-wind will do three miles to the
gallon of water, a figure no supply system can face in a waterless
desert. The Germans have attacked in a duststorm, and so have
we. Both attacks were successful, but since those attacks took
place we have advanced towards each other and met just as a
duststorm began. When the dust died down and the Tac R. went
up it reported an empty space of 24 miles between our troops
and ‘theirs. Both sides had gone back 12 miles, which suggests
that there are two subjects on which we and the Germans agree:
it is not good to fight in a duststorm, and it is good for a German
to die for his Fiihrer. ‘

The climate of the Western Desert has been maligned
through one suspects, the desire for sympathy of its military in-
habitants. Soldiers write home and say: “Dear Mother, We've
just moved again. It is very sandy here and hot, and there are
no trees to give shade;” and so the reputation of the “scorching
desert” grows. It would sound wrong to say “there is a lot of
sand here, no trees, and although the sun shines all day it is never
as hot as Delhi is in October;” yet, such is the case. The
months of April, May, June, September, October and November
are perfect from a temperature point of view. Men wear sweaters
in_ the morning and evening and shirt-sleeves in the middle of the
day. The nights are cold but not uncomfortably so. July and
August are fairly hot in the middle of the day, much the same as
in Delhi in early November, and cool enough at night. From
December to March it is cold by day and really cold at night.

. These facts should be better known, for high military circles still
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insist that the winter is the desert campaigning season. It is not.
The nights arc. unbearably cold: in the open and duststorms are
frequent. The summer is ‘the ‘proper campaigning season, parti-
cularly June to October when duststorms are very rare. In those
menths men can sleep in the open with either one blanket or a
great-coat, and can fight by day without anything that our troops
would call discomfort. The German, on the other hand, is not
$o accustomed to even mild heat; and reckons that he is in a “swel- _
tering heat”—which is good for him. The campaigning season
of the desert may be in the winter by elimination of - other
theatres, but for no other reason. - '

The course of the war in the Western Desert has been told,
so far as it may be‘tqld,_: in the daily press. No historical account
is vet possible, but it may be useful to build a framework of the
war’s course and hang thereon anecdotes which depict the condi-
tions of modern desert: warfare. ' '

The day after Italy declared war our mobile forces in the
frontier area captured Fort Caplizzo and, with it, o0 Italian
soldiers. Graziani: regarded this carly start as a flagrant breach
of military etiquette and sent a large force to recapture it. The
force was allowed in with little opposition, and then given a very
harassed life. Fort Gapuzze .lends  itself to_being shélled, and
shelled it was. On one occasion the gunner O.P. established it-
self due west of the Fort whilst the guns fired from due east.
Increases in range .were given cautiously. The [talians tried a
tank sortie against the guns and came out in line ahead. ‘I'hc
front tank was hit. The rest halted and finally withdrew. T'ank
manceuvre was still 2 closed book. to them.

In August, 1940, 'the might, majesty and Lybians of the
Italian. Army swarmed down Sollum Pass and advanced on Sidi
-Barrani. - Our fqrces-withdrew -to Matruh, leaving mobile troops
in contact. The Italig_,ﬁs, bi;il:v"dr}}-stoile breastwork forts round
Barrani, south of it at Tum‘n.lar“axnd' Nibeiwa; and far south at
Rabia and Sofafi. These breastwork forts are well ‘built and
worthy of the descendants of Balbus and Hadrian. They prob-
.ably have some military value, other than as land marks in a fea-
tureless desert, but we have not- yet found it. They have never
been used by us, though the Italian airman still saves their build-
ers’ faces by bomhing them at infrequent intervals.

Matruh: was defended on an allround basis, and 20 miles

cast of it the Baggush Box was made on similar but less elabor-
ate lines. Between these two the Nagam-ish*Nullah_ position was
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made. -No-one knows why.- Matruh and Baggush. both contain
good and -plentiful water. Nagamish does not.
The air situation during this period was unfavourable At
the start we had nine Gladiators. They. flew daily to rain death
on the Italian Air Force, and death they rained. But like the
ten little nigéer boys, there came a time when “then there were
two.” The Italians reinforced their Air Force until they were
able to bomb Matruh daily and nightly with very. unpleasant
strength. At last our Hurricanes arrived.

British, Dominion and Indian troops were given a first- class
view of an air battle with Italian planes falling like 11pe plums
all round. Day raids on Matruh Stopped. Night raids continue
regularly to this day. They do some damage occasionally.

The mobile troops that remained in contact with the Italians
were set the task of keeping an open gap in the enemy’s
defences. The selected spot was between Nibeiwa and Rabia.
This task caused the birth of the “Jockcols,” named after Jock
Campbell, the gunner. A Jockol accepts the fact that the field
gun is the true patrolling weapon in the desert. The rifle has
not got either the range or weight to be effective. The A. Tk
gun is a one-purpose gun, and also short of effective range for
that purpose. The field gun can engage tanks, vehicles or men
at a range from which it can withdraw in safety if rushed by a
superior force. The F. O. O. has to be well forward and so
needs some protection; this is provided by armoured cars and for
motor infantry. If the enemy decides to rush the column with
tanks he must be delayed whilst the F. O. O. and his escort w1th
draw, and possibly whilst the field artillery step back. For this
A. Tk guns are interposed in the area between the field guns “and
the F. 0. O.

The whole force is known as a Jockcol and has stood the test
of time. The columns hurried and frightened the Italians
without ceasing, and the gap was kept open. It was used on
December gth, 1940, when Nibeiwa, the Tummars and conse-
quently Baitani were captured. Fascist bubbles were pricked ‘at
‘Bardia, Tobruk and Derna. The remnants of the army surren-
dered to us at Beda Fomm, south of Benghazi. The seasoned
troops who had made this wonderful conquest were taken else-
‘where and replaced by new troops, armed and briefed as an army
of occupatlon rather than as a =pearhead of the Empire.

The prlce of this misconception was paid in, April, 1940,

"when one German nght Motonzed Division attacked and retook
(;yrenaaca
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The main infantry force and a few mobile remnants were
rallied into Tobruk. The Germans attacked Tobruk almost at
once, but the defenders by then understood war. They allowed
the German tanks to overrun the forward infantry, which lay
low whilst the tanks passed inwards. The infantry concentrated
on the lorry-borne German infantry which followed, or rather
tried but failed to follow. The tanks ran into the artillery area .
without support. They paid their toll and left. So began the
siege of Tobruk, the place where British Empire troops first said
a successful “No” to the Germans. The siege has lasted many
months and the initiative has passed to the defenders, whose
patrols are a constant dread to the enemy besiegers.

- We have learnt much about defence in Tobruk, and one of
these lessons is that an infantryman in a small parapetless firing-
slit is safer and more effective than an infantryman in the approv-
ed “section defended post” of complicated layout. In his firing
slit he cannot be seen from the ground and is no target from the
air. All defended positions in the desert now depend on mine-
fields watched by infantrymen lying, kneeling or standing in a
trench about 4 feet deep, 2 feet wide and 4 feet long, it may be
longer if the men would sooner fight in pairs. In each trench
is stored water and food for the day, S. T. No. 68 and Mills
grenades, and rifle and ammunition. There is no need to store
more than a day’s supply for the men can replenish at night.
These are the battle positions. In normal times the men live
further back in something that may well resemble an approved
section post. The resemblance should be sufficiently good 1o
deceive the enemy artillery and airmen that it is the right target.

After Tobruk had failed to fall the German came straight
on and occupied the line that he virtually holds to-day—Sollum,
Halfaya Pass to Sidi Omar. There he stopped for the same
reason that we stopped after Beda Fomm. He had run his limit.
We left weak mobile troops in contact with him and re-occupied
Matruh and Baggush. The mobile troops re-started Jockols
and life returned to what is now regarded as normal. (A fuller
definition of the word “normal” will come later) This was at
the end of April, 1941. During the summer of 1941 there were
four occasions when normal routine was interrupted. They will
be described in such detail as is allowed.

On May 15th an infantry brigade supported by a few tanks
and artillery moved up the escarpment from Sofafi and by direct
assault captured Capuzzo, Sollum and Halfaya Pass. The left
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flank battalion was in Capuzzo and suffered heavy casualties from
a German counter-attack with tanks.  Otherwise the positions
were captured and held with few casualties. If this action is
regarded as the first of three dreams, like those of Duffer’s Drift,
then we may say that the lessons learnt were that Halfaya Pass is
easier to take from above than below, and that infantry must
have A.-Tk guns available at once in considerable numbers if
they are to hold ground after it is captured.

On May 31st the Germans attacked Halfaya Pass with a
strong force of tanks and infantry, well supported by artillery.
The Pass was lost and our infantry sulfered some unnecessary
casualties by delaying their final withdrawal until after daylight.
Their line of withdrawal was on the plain below the pass, and
the Germans took advantage of the observation afforded by the
escarpment to shell and machine-gun them as they went back.

On 15th June the second dream took place. Capuzzo, Sollum
and Halfaya Pass were again the objectives. =~ We deployed two
brigades of infantry supported by ‘I’ tanks, with cruiser tanks to
guard the left flank. The plan was to attack Halfaya Pass with
an infantry brigade supported by artillery and some 20 T’ tanks.
One battalion and two-thirds of the ‘T’ tanks were to attack frqfn
the top, the remainder from below. The other infantry brigdde
with the remainder of the I' tanks was to attack Capuzzo and
Sollum from the south-west.

The attack of Halfaya Pass was a failure because the ‘T’ tanks
were trapped both above and below the escarpment. On the
plain they ran on to an unlocated minefield and were knocked
out by German 88mm. dual purpose guns. On top of the
escarpment they met a low dry masonry stone wall, as each tank
reared up on this wall was shot through the belly by an ATk
gun sited just the far side of the wall. The T tanks brought
away two things: the lesson that manceuvre is necessary even with
their thick armour, and one ‘I’ tank. The rest bad paid for the
lesson. The remainder of the force prospered on June 15th and
16th. They captured Capuzzo on the 15th, and Sollum Barracks
(which are on top of the escarpment) during the night of 15-16th -

June. On the 16th June the German tank counter-attacks on
Capuzzo began. There was one at 5-30 am. and two more before
g-30 a.m. They averaged about jo tarks each. As the day went
on they became less frequent but more powerful. They were
beaten off by ‘I’ tanks, A.Tk guns and field artillery, but without
heavy loss. The range at which A.Tk fire should be opened had
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1ot been” decided, so thé Geiman tank comimanders were giverni
timely and longrange warning by the ‘I’ tanks who opened fire
at 2,000 yards. 'This fire tended to turn them, so the field guns
opened too for fear of not getting a shoot at all. It was only on
the extremé left flank where one battery of A.Tk guns was alone
that'any damage was inflicted. = This battery held its fire until’
the German tanks were within 8oo yards. By the end of the day
16 German tanks lay dead before this battery. The other
batteries of A.Tk artillery only lent ammunition to the ‘I’ tanks
as they expended their own. :

" The day of the 16th closed with ominous reports of German
tanks moving in strength in the Sidi Omar area. This was a
direct threat to our left flank and rear. The threat developed
early on the 17th June, and withdrawal became inevitable. The
force withdrew by Halfaya House with little loss except the
heavy material loss of tanks left on the battlefield. Recovery
of damaged tanks had not been effected. One incident marred
thls day, it was the dlve—bombmg of a field regiment as it came
mto action. Three guns and some go men of one troop were
knocked out. It is’ 'fashlonable to say that the effect of dive,
bombmg is moral rather than’ matenal This may be true in
soft countries where the bombs burst below ground level and
where slit trenches can be dug. In the desert slab-rock areas it
is not true. Men cannot dig, so must lie down on the level
ground. The bombs’ burst right on the surface, a 250-lb. bomb
is unlucky if it makes even a j-inch deep crater, and sphnters
fly “arotnd with unfortunate results. Twenty-five per cent.

casualties from a divebombing raid in the desert are not
abnm;mal

So ended the second dream; and the local Backsight-Fore-
thoughts leamt much Let us summarize:

- ‘No amount of armour is a full substitute for manceuvre;
T tanks must look before they leap and, if necessary, wait for the
support of other arms.

2. ‘Consolidation must be unmmedmte against tank counter-
attack, and the A.Tk fire policy must be decided, known, and’
~ enforced. - To shoot at a tank at over 800 yards is a waste of gov-
- ernment time and ammunition, .and, incidentally, 'a’ high road
to the grave, since some German tanks carry a 75-mm. gun which

is hrghly effective at- mnges up to 2,000 yards once it has located
a target. IR i
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8. Everything is easy in a withdrawal except recovery of
‘damaged tanks. So avoid getting tanks involved in a withdrawal,
and if there are tanks strain every recovery nerve from the
earliest” possible to the latest possible moment,

The troops which had fought returned to rest areas, and
Jock columns took over their former role. The third dream is

yet to come, but there is confidence that all the essential lessons
have been learnt in the first two.

It used to be customary in the desert to use 'tlie words

“Nilrep” or “Sitnor” in the Sitreps (Situation reports) which are

sent rearwards four times daily. The words meant “nothmg to

report” and “situation normal,” respectively. The latter word
has since been abolished on the ground that there is no such thmg
as a normal situation in war. In the desert there is. The enemy
holds a strong position below Halfaya Pass, where liberties cannot
be taken by patrols except when Italians have relieved the usual
. German garrison there. Even then defensive fire is well disposed
and the advantages are too heavily with the defender for patrols
to penetrate into the position. ,
Activity in the coastal plain is therefore largely confined to
artillery sniping. A gunner officer goes forward before dawn and
establishes himself in one of the O.Ps. that are in sight of Halfaya
Pass. He waits and watches. One or two 25 prs. have moved
forward into a position from which they can engage the Pass. The
range is known and registration has been completed, maybe weeks
. previously. As soon as the F.0.O. sces traffic on the Pass that
constitutes a target, he starts the day’s sniping.” As a rule the
enemy reply with artillery fire at either the O.P. or the gun posi-
tion, or both. As the day goes on the mirage starts and the sun
moves out of the East, so visibility becomes bad. The day’s snip-
ing is then over. On some days nothing further happens, on
others the enemy send over fighters who dart in from the sea and
shoot up any vehicle they find on the move, and then go off west-
wards. Provided they hit nothing the day will be described as
“Sitnor.” ‘
‘ On top of the escarpment the enemy holds a series of defend-
.ed localities from just south of Halfaya Pass, through Sidi
. Suleiman to Sidi Omar, thence south to Sheferzen. The latter is
held by day only. His patrols of tanks and armoured cars move a
few miles south of this line. Not many miles, for the Jock columns
‘are jealdus of their shooting nghts in the wide No Man s Land
and are rough.with-poachers;

B
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Before dawn each day the columns move out. First go arm-
oured cars. It is their task to secure the O.P. which has been
selected for the day. They move cautiously forward for it is
always possible that the enemy has got there first, thoug.h the'y
never do. When it is reported clear the F.O.O. takes up his posi-
tion and the armoured cars move forward to make contact with
the enemy. Then their reports start coming back:

“Three enemy met* moving southeast at p21360; four enemy
met stationary at Kinibish.”

Then later: “The three enemy met previously reported at
521360 are now identified as. one tank and two armoured cars.”
The light is getting better.

“Four enemy met in the watch-tower area, believed to be
armoured cars, have been smartened up and withdrew into dead
ground to the West.” The enemy has offered a target to a F.0.0.
who has taken the offer.

Then towards g am.: “The four enemy met at Kinibish are
‘moving north out of sight. Otherwise N.M.S.” (No movement
seen.) The mirage is up and the morning patrols are over. It
is useless to patrol in the mirage when bushes, men, tanks and
trucks all look like hazy shadows of about equal size.

At mid-day the previous night-patrol reports start coming in.
Small parties have moved deep into enemy territory on foot; study-
ing his minefields and his defences. His minefields are surround-
ed by a single or double strand of barbed wire, so are easy to locate.
In any case the Tellermine can be trodden on by a man without
exploding. One patrol from the coast has visited the wadis in
front of the enemy position around Halfaya Pass. They were un-
occupied; but the enemy were heard talking German in the next
wadi forward. That is interesting, for sometimes the Italians
hold that area. Another patrol has visited Sheferzen. There
were no enemy but some new trenches have been dug. A Booby
trap was set in one of these and the patrol returned without hind-
rance. A third patrol encircled Kinibish, located a new minefield,
were shot at, and returned without loss but carrying one Teller-
mine, in case it was a new type. The Sappers will examine it
- alone with carefree joy. There were no other patrols that night.

At 1 p-m. a distant drone is heard. It increases into the un-
mistakable noise of a Me. 110. He is known to some as “Lonely
Bill,” because he always comes alone, without escort. He is the

- “Met”-—-Enemy M. T. Perhaps an abbreviation for Motor Enemy
Transport, Originally used by the R.AF, Now universal, ‘
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German Tac R machine, and comes over daily to see that everyone
is in the right place. He is never rude, and no longer causes any
real animosity. There may be some of our fighters going up or
already up, so his position, height and course are reported to
Fighter Command, but that is routine.

In the afternoon the columns prepare for the evening work,
which is the same as that of the morning. The night patrols pre-
pare for their tasks. The sappers continue to lay mines (they
only laid 20,000 last week, so the work is getting behind), and the
signals continue to lay cable, they have 180 miles down in the
divisional area and are running short, though their commitments
are still only half met. The infantry division held some four miles
of front in the last war, and had about 40 miles of cable. It now
holds 50 miles or more of loose knit front, and the Signals say that
they need more cable, and the case seems good.

The evening reports of the columns’ patrolling come in dur.
ing the evening, as they did in the morning, except that the last
one is always very final. “Three ‘met’ at Bir Nuh were not seen
to move north but are now out of sight in the dark. N.M.S. else-
where.” The columns and the armoured car patrols move back
into their night laager positions and the day is ended: “Sitnor.”

The 13th September brought news that the enemy was likely
to be active very soon. That night the armoured car patrols
reported the rumbling of tanks in the area south of Halfaya. The
rumblings continued from 2 am. to 5-30 a.m. when the storm
broke in the form of a rush of tanks and “met” southwards from
Bir Nuh. They came in two columns; on the east a column of
about 8o tanks moving south, parallel to and about 5 miles west
of the escarpment; on the west a column of some 40 tanks and 250
“met” moving parallel to and 5 miles west of the other column.
The tanks moved ten or twelve abreast with little more than 2y
yards between columns. They came fast; “so fast,” in the words
of an officer with a close-up view, “that I had difficulty in going
ten miles an hour faster than them. But my truck is unrespon.’
sive after 40 m.p.h.”” No one was paid to stay and stop them, and
no one did. They halted after some fifteen miles and looked
around. Then they decided to replenish. They always do that
around mid-day. Unfortunately they chose a place within sight
of our troops and collected into a very small area. The news went
to the Air Force and in due course twelve Marylands arrived. It
was not the dull “woomp—woomp—woomp” of the German bomb
but a sharp, fierce, efficient-sounding “woomp.” Just one. The news
of where it had all landed was important for accidents are easy in
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the desert where landmarks are not—the Germans dive-bombed
their own troops at the top of Halfaya on the 16th June. The
joyful news came back: “plumb on the target; there are bits of
German still falling.” After that the withdrawal became more
cheerful, It was the first time that our men had actually witness-
ed the German tasting air power; and the cffect was electrical. A
German who was there, and subsequently captured, said that com-
plete panic resulted and all their tanks and lorries that could,
scattered wildly in the desert. The track marks confirm his re-
marks. The scene of this event remained a show place for long.
One Mk. III tank had a direct hit over the driver’s head and was
just scrap-iron inside. Two ammunition lorries, four petrol lorries
and one staff car were also left as complete wrecks. His recovery
is good, so it is safe to put a handsome total on the number of
other vehicles which must have been damaged and removed.

At 4 p.m. he made another dash, straight into the position
that our rearguard held. His tanks drove through 25 pr. ﬁre} thus
proving themselves to be experienced, but turned from Ish'ort
range 2 pr. fire, proving themselves to be wise. None too soon
the rearguard withdrew to the next position. It would be wrong

" to say that the Germans’ tanks followed, for in fact it was a neck
and-neck race and at times they may have led. They stopped
after about ten miles and our forces took up the next position
without any loss at all. The next day the Germans withdrew.
Why they came is hard to understand, and all that is certain 1s
that they paid dearly for no information and an insignificant divi-
dend. We lost a truck with three clerks in it. They found stuft
bursting around them, so got out and lay down clear of the truck.
They had been bombed before and knew the drill. The bombs
were, in fact, shells from an advancing Mk. 1V tank’s 75 mm. gun,

50 they were “captured through technical ignorance.” Two men
wér_e killed too, both by the same A.Tk shell. That was about
all we paid for his indiscretion. It cannot be called a proper
dream, but, rubbing one’s eyes, it is pleasant to have confirmation
that a withdrawal is easy provided one has got elbow room and no

tanks. The day after the Germans withdrew was “Sitnor,” and
“Lonely Bill” came over twice to be sure that everyone was in the
right place. Everyone was.

A week later “Sitnor” had died. New arrivals came, the water
ration fell from one gallon to three quarters of a gallon a day and
the B.B.C. talked of “the campaigning season in the desert.” The
troops put on their great-coats to be ready for it,
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The desert has changed the tasks and the values of many arms
of the service. The gunner has come into his own whether he
be field, A. Tk or A.A. Guns and more guns are always wanted
to support and defend both infantry and tanks. Infantry have
fallen in importance. In defence they are the guardians of mine-
fields, which in turn ‘are the guardians of all. In attack they take
over what the ‘I’ tanks have secured.

- A visiting Brigadier, new to the desert, was shown one of the
forward defended areas. He went all round it and his first ques-
tion was: “Where is the wire?”

The Infantry Liaison Officer who was showing him round
said: “There is no wire, only a continuous minefield.”

“But supposing infantry attacked?” he asked.

The Liaison Officer gazed forward with joy into the desert.
“Ob, supposing they did,” he said. The thought was a beautiful
dream. They can’t, of course, and never will. All this, of course,
applies only in the Desert.

Sappers lay mines and work compressors to make vehicle and
gun pits. The number of compressors and mines which are
available is limited, so they get time off to eat and sleep; other-
wise they would not. The desert has set new standards of mine
figures and anyone who thinks of mines in units of less tham
100,000 is probably unable to ride a bicycle. A defended area
depends on mines for its safety, and signal cable for its efficiency.
If soldiers are ever denied a full and continuous supply of those
two simple war stores, then some man in the Empire supply
organisation will have blood on his hands, and may that fact be
known.

Signals lay cable, but ouly those that deal with cable. The
wireless-operators live a harried life. In the intervals between
operations they have to observe wireless silence, so get little train-
ing. ‘During operations they have to be perfect, more than per-
fect, at wireless operation. They have to work over distances
which may well be double those for which their sets were design-
ed.. They have many more sets on one net than the book fore-
tells. Fourteen on one net is handled successfully by the veterans

in the forward area. There is no longer any “Hullo, Hullo,
Hullo—BOLO, speaking, BOLO, speaking—I have a message for
for you” and so on, with everything said twice.

It is: “BOLO, speaking, can hear noise of tank movement
one mile west of Kinibish; over.” ‘
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“Hullo, BOLO, say again word after ‘west of’; over.”
“BOLO, speaking, K -I1-N-1-B-1I-S5-H; over”
“Hullo, BOLO, OKj off.”

Bolo may have been wrong not to have said “Kinibish” twice.
but he took the chance of the operator knowing the place. It is
assumed that all sets are well enough adjusted to allow speech to
be heard without repetition, and uéually rightly so.

Let us end with those who come first —the Air Force; the
whole unity of Imperial Squadrons that work in the Western
Desert. Co-operation between the Army and the Air Force is
close-knit now and almost beyond criticism. We will take Tac R
first:  As a rule two Tac R sorties go up each “Sitnor” day. A
sortie used to consist of one Tac R Hurricane which flies straight
ahead, followed by a fighter Hurricane escort which weaved
hither and thither in his rear. Neither has an enviable job, for
the Tac R plane looks only at the ground, so risks both A.A. fire
and unexpected attack from the air. The escort has to engage
any attacking fightexs, whatever the odds, in order to give the
Tac R machine a chance of getting out and home with his news.
‘The news is not wirelessed home, for a Tac R pilot has plenty to
do in the air without also sending messages; also his set will not
cover the vast distances involved. He is usually more than thirty
miles from the nearest ground set. Latterly, Tac R sorties have
had increased escorts, perhaps six fighters for one Tac R pilot.
The Tac R pilot is valuable, and his value increases every day
that he spends over the enemy forward troops. A new Tac R
pilot will often cause a mild flutter by reporting every derelict
vehicle in the area as a “met.” The derelicts total about 150, so
the enemy strength shows a startling increase. A new pilot, a
new A.LL.O., and a2 new G. Staff might almost lead to a new
military occasion.” During active operations the Tac R squad-
rons will put, say, two Tac R sorties on to the Advanced Land-
ing Ground at first light. According to the nights news the
A.LL.O. is briefed by the G. Staff and he in turn briefs the pilot
‘of the first sortie. The sortie takes off and is replaced from' the
rear by another. When the first sortie returns his report is col-
lected by the A.LL.O. and telephoned to the G. Staff. From this
report and developments on the ground the next sortie is briefed,
and so on throughout the day. It is not fair to ask Tac R pilots
to fly again and again over the same area for very soon enemy
fighters will be in that area, and the Tac R pilot will be lost. If
cither side has two Tac R sorties over the actual battle area in the
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course of a day it would be about normal. Each will stay over
for a few minutes only. Thus an enemy Tac R machine over
our own troops is sufficient of an event for all to note, and: those
that are unduly congested do more than note it. They disperse.
The remaining sorties throughout the day are sent over the
enemy rear areas to locate his reserves. The area will be very
wide, so great economy of sorties is necessary.

Tac R pilots become known by name to the army through
the A.LL.O. after quite short periods; and there is probably many
a modest pilot to day who would be startled to hear that he is
known to some 5,000 soldiers as Bill So and So, the Australian ex-
pert on the Capuzzo area.” The most famous was Andy Mc.” When-
ever the Germans seemed to be up to something and no news was
available, Andy Mc’s turn for Tac R was eagerly awaited, and he
always solved the problem. He it was who flew at 50 feet along
a newly made tank. obstacle between Capuzzo and Halfaya and
brought back full details of its nature. He was followed home
by a German fighter in the middle of June and shot up as he
landed. He gave in his Tac R report, and then died, having
never left a job for the army uncompleted. The army mourned
his loss widely and deeply, yet it is unlikely that Andy Mc ever
knew that a single soldier knew his name. Perhaps one day the
Tac R aces will have a fan mail. They deserve it.

Fighter pilots become known to the army in a different way.
There are periodic fighter sweeps and specific sweeps to cover
definite operations by patrols. The latter are asked for by the
Army, and are very seldom refused, the former are arranged en-
tirely by the Air Force, and frequently cover Photo R sorties. In
these sweeps casualties inevitably occur, and a certain number of
our fighter pilots land in the forward area either in their machine
or by parachute. One or two of these fighter pilots have already
been greeted on landing with the words “Hullo, you again!”

Bombers are more detached. They live a long way away,
and normally work a long way the other way. However, they too
have taken part recently in an occasion which may have a future.
It was decided to carry out a harassing shoot at night on one of
the enemy’s defended localities. The Air Force were asked whe-
ther they would like to join in and they agreed with enthusiasm.
The bomber pilots came forward and a plan was made. Aurtil-
lery would shoot for 15 minutes, whilst the bombers would pick
up the area in which the shells were falling. The gunners asked
very searching questions of the pilots to ensure that they knew the
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difference between a gun-flash and a shell-burst. It seemed to be
important to-them. The bombers were to drop-flares whilst the
guns were still firing and then take up the tale with bombs. Fin-
ally, the guns would give a parting period of rapid fire and the
incident would close. On the chosen night all went to plan, and
even better, for the bombers found that with their flares they
could see without difficulty both the shell-bursts and the . details
of the target. ~ Had the guns been missing the target, which
they were not, the bombers could have put them right. It was
a re- -birth to Arty R that has been quickly exploued

‘The Germans now have many an unhappy night lymg in the

light of a parachute flare waiting whilst the trunﬁre is bmught
their way.

* ’ ¥ *

"In leaving the desert men will have varied anticipations.
The first ‘bath for three months, the sight of something really
green, the sight of a house, or a tree or a woman or a cold whisky
and real soda. But there will be many who come back ]ust hsten-‘
ing for some peaceful sound. In the desert there ‘are no voices
except those of soldiers, no patter of childish feet, no dogs to bark,
cocks to crow, or birds to sing. Leave comes after three months,

and after that time a Bedoum womarn sc1eechmg at her wuno'
~can be music in one’s ears.
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POLITICS AND PUBLICITY IN GREECE
By G. MackworTH YOUNG,

Direclor of the Brilish School of Archzology in Alhens

The following impressions of Greece as it was just before and
during the war may interest readers of the Journal, particularly
those who are unacquainted with the country, and to.whom the
magnificent resistance of its people- may have come as a surprise.
The. writer lived in Greece continuously, except for short vaca-,
tion, from the autumn of 1932 until the German invasion in
April, 1941. During the war, he was employed by the Ministry
of Information as Director of Publicity under the British Minister,
in Athens.

The psychology of the modern Greek shows many points of
resemblance with that of his great ancestors. Foremost among
these is his passion for independence. Independence of the
country, of the individual, of the intellect—these are not merely
worshipped as ideals, but are assumed as the normal and neces-
sary. conditions of existence. “You have shown the world,” said
Metaxas in his message to the citizens of Salonica after the first
murderous air bombardment of the city, “that life has no inter-
est for you unless you can live it as free men.” It may seem
strange that a people imbued with such sentiments should at that
moment have been governed by a dictatorate on the Fascist model;
and stranger still that the words just quoted should have been.
uttered by the dictator himself. But the paradox, as we shall
see, was morce apparent than real.

Another characteristic which the modern Greek hds inherit-
ed from ancient times is his absorption in politics. Politics are
the atmosphei*e that he breathes, and political discussion his
favourite pastime. Though generally a devoted and self-pro-
claimed adherent of one cause, he is fully prepared to argue at a
moment’s notice in favour of any other, and will repeat with
satisfaction a saying, said to have originated in Italy, that wher-
ever there are two Greeks, there are five political parties. Dur-

ing the war, it was as well to keep this latter propensity in mind
~ whenever individual Greeks were reported to hold pro-German
views. Politics pervade every walk of life, dividing communities
and even families into hostile camps. The inherent good nature
and commonsense of the Greeks normally keep the factious spirit.
within bounds, and their quick sense of humour enables them to
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enjoy the Gilbertian situations that often occur. But there are
times when the current of partisanship sweeps them off their feet.
It is then that acts of tyranny are committed which perpetuate
feuds and encourage the vicious circle of grievances and reprisals.
A revolution, whether successful or suppressed, involves not only
the imprisonment or exile, or even the execution, of leaders, but
usually also the dismissal of public servants suspected of sym-
pathizing with the defeated party, and their replacement by rela-
tives or adherents of those in power. It is not difficult to imagine
the state of insecurity and bitterness thus created. Greece is a
poor country. Her plutocracy, with few exceptions, accumulate
- their wealth in foreign countries, and hold it in foreign currencies.
The remainder have a hard struggle for existence and the com-
petition for posts in the public services is therefore at the best of
times acute.

These evils which, one must remember, were equally charac-
teristic of the ancient Greek states in the height of their vigour,
are humorously admitted by the Greeks of to-day. Some years
ago the writer, on accepting an invitation to join the Athens
Chotr, received a complimentary letter announcing his election,
and expressing the hope that he would long continue to take part
in the activities of “this cultural and non-political organization.”
It was indeed a growing weariness of party strife that led to the
establishment of the dictatorate in 1936, though it did not put an
end, unfortunately, to party jealousies and suspicions.

Cradled as the Greeks are in politics at home,
an unusual capacity for understanding the internatio
and the politics of other countries,
confined to the townspeople.
lishmen taking part in discussi
very clear appreciation of th
gether with some biting com

and on individual statesmen
[riendly

they possess
nal situation
This facility is by no means
In the years before the war, Eng-
ons in village cafés, might hear a
€ aims of Germany and Italy, to-
ments on the policy of appeasement,
associated with it During the war,
critics of our broadcasts in Greek (these included a
former Prime Minister) would often beg us to remind the B.B.C.
that the standard of political intelligence among artisans and
agricultural labourers in Greece was the highest in Europe and
that it was useless to “talk down” to them, or to teach them. where
their own interests lay.

The  political sagacity of the Greeks had
quences of the utmost value and
place, it overcame internal diffcrences
the government, and cnabled Greece .

conse-
importance. In the first
and the unpopularity of
0 enter the war with 3
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solidarity that any nation might have envied. In his tactful but
firm dealings with Germany, his contemptuous defiance of Italy,
and his noble efforts for Britain, Metaxas counted, and counted
rightly, as much on the intelligence of his countrymen as on their
other virtues. The only point of difference among Greeks, after-
the war with Italy had begun, was whether Metaxas was leading
the people, as his supporters claimed, or whether, as the Venizelists
maintained, the people were leading him. Secondly, it was politi- k
cal intelligence, combined with their love for England, that
rendered the Greeks impervious to German propaganda. They
had already gathered all that they needed to know of the Nazi
character and aims, and had formed their own conclusions, before
the war began. They enjoyed moreover a flair for propaganda
which would have detected methods far less obvious than those
of the Germans. German propaganda in Greece was formidable
in its bulk and persistence, but not for its content. It made work
- for the government, but never affected the public.

To these two outstanding features of the Greek character,
their passion for independence and their political sense, we must
add a third, which has just been mentioned, their love of England
and the English. “Friendship” is too colourless a term for this
feeling, which dominates the foreign outlook of the nation,
and abides independently of the vicissitudes of either country.
The Venizelists have no monopoly of it, nor is it peculiar to any
section of society. It is strongly ingrained in the people as a
whole, and even more strikingly apparent among those who can-
not speak English than among those who can. “We are fond
of the English,” the villagers say, and give no further explana-
tion. Any Greek will admit that the proportion of Anglophiles
in the country stands at not less than go per cent. Some place it |
higher. It seems strange that a bond so close should exist between
peoples differing so widely from each other in race, language,
religion and temperament. Much is attributable, no doubt, to
history, to the lives of the great British Philhellenes and to acts
of friendship such as the cession of the Ionian Islands and the
liberation of Crete. Byron, Canning and Gladstone have promi-
nent statues in the capital, and there are many streets named after
British worthies. Yet other nations can, and do, boast their
Philhellenes. More is due to the long-sighted political intelli-
gence of Greeks, who see in the survival of British power the best
prospects for their own destiny. But neither historical associa-
tions nor self-interest, nor both together, offer a ‘complete
explanation. We must seck it rather in an underlying similarity
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of character, transcending the obvious and superficial differences.

The sentiment is easier to illustrate than to describe. It finds
unconscious expression in the first person plural.  “Our mistake,”
observed a mason at work on the British School early in 19gg,
“was not exterminating the Germans after the last war.”  “Shal]
we eat (ie., defeat) them (the Germans)?” asked a brilliant young
musician in October 1939. “What I say to my chaps is “This is a
big war: we must expect some hard knocks’’—this from 2 leading
member of the staff of a great Athens daily after the sinking " of
the Royal Qak. A taxi-driver depositing the writer at his Liouse
one night in July, 1940, clutched his arm and said anxiously;
“Tell me, are we going to win?” One had only to read the
jubilation in the faces and demeanour of the ordinary crowds in
the streets after, for iristance, the sinking of the Graf Spee, and
their dejection after a German success,
their feelings with ours,
this love of Britain transl
their lives to it.

to realise the unity of
Our troops, during the withdrawal, saw
ated into action, and many of them owe

We may now briefly survey the state of affairs in Greece
before the outbreak of war. The internal situation which had
fluctuated for many years, became, after the failure of the Veni-
zelist rising in March 1935, utterly chaotic. The Royalist party,
seeing  their opportunity, organized the restoration of the
‘monarchy and the return of the exiled King in October of that
year. It was a wise move and one which the great majority of
the nation welcomed at heart, though it was achieved with the
help of a faked election in which the number of recorded votes
for the King's return was said to have outnumbered the total
electorate by several thousands, Unfortunately, the Royalists
who had engineered the coup d’etat lacked the vision and states.
manship to use it for the advantage of their country. Their sole
object was to concentrate power in their own hands. In the
absence of any attempt to sink differences, the chaos continued.
Evéntually, after an indecisive general election in the summer of
1936, the King appointed General Metaxas President of the
Council of Ministers with dictatorial powers, and the parliament-
ary system, which had Ibng ceased to ‘function, came officially to
an end. o ‘

The government of Metaxas had thus been in power for
three years at the outbreak of the war in September 1989. It
continued until the end of January 1941, when Metaxas died
three months after Greece entered the war against Italy. This
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is not the place in which to attempt a detailed criticism of its
‘acts and policies; but some description of it is necessary in order
to understand the situation in Greece at the outbreak of the war
and during its earlier phases. On the material side, the
dictatorate undoubtedly pulled the country togethér, although
some Venizelists would strenuously deny this. There were, in-
evitably, elements of absolutism, coercion and repression in its
methods. The Press was virtually muzzled and remained so
during the first year of the war. All editorial comment was
absolutely forbidden. This measure, which was introduced
originally in order to stifle criticism of the government, was later
extended, to cover all aspects of foreign affairs and the progress
of the war itself. Journalists and politicians who incurred the dis-
pleasure of the authorities were liable to be imprisoned or banish-
ed to an island. The secret police was organized on lines some-
what resembling the German and Fascist models. Its activities,
although mild in comparison with its prototypes, were strongly
resented. The same dislike extended to the Neolaia, a youth
‘organization of the Fascist type, in which the Premier himself
took the greatest pride and interest. Though much abused and
derided, the Neolaia had its good points. But its main features,
especially its compulsory character, were objectionable to the
majority of Greeks, who saw in it at the best a waste of money
and at the worst an organized attempt to influence their children.
The administration could, however, point to considerable
achievements, including a big programme of social legislation
and a notable advance in public works and amenities. A measure
of stability was restored to the currency. The Army was re-
equipped. The behaviour of the police as a whole showed a
marked improvement on the immediately preceding years.  As
conditions became more settled, complaints became rarer. Stories
of the ill-treatment of political prisoners—never very well
authenticated—were heard no longer. It was even suggested
that certain statesmen who had escaped intérnment were chafmg
at the implied affront to their political consequence.

Although one might still suppose from conversation in some
Venizelists salons that the country was groaning under a tyranny
‘comparable to that of the Nazis, the average citizen, even if a
Venizelist, would often admit that there were advantages in
stable government, and that the suspension of party warfare was
on the whole a blessing.

The government, however, could never be popular. = Not
only was the system dlrectly at variance with Greek ideas of
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liberty, but the Venizelists, who formed the bulk of the Opposi-
tion, found their leaders debarred from public office as well as
from expressing their opinions openly. Several of these were
imprisoned or interned, and there was the standing grievance of
the Venizelist officers, numbering over a thousand, who had been
removed in consequence of the revolt of 1985 and remained un-
employed and in disgrace. These included the flower of the
Army.

General Metaxas, great man though he was, did not attempt
to solve these problems. His omission, if deliberate, can easily
be understood. Party feeling at the time of his accession ran
extraordinarily high. The rank and file of his administration,
many of whom owed their positions to the elimination of politi-
cal opponents, were unlikely to favour measures of conciliation
or reinstatement. The Venizelists, as far as is known, made no
overtures to the government and appeared, not without reason,
te be implacable. Metaxas himself seems to have regarded his
functions as those of a dictator in the original sense of that much
deteriorated word. His first task, as he saw it, was to restore
order and stability in the political and economic life of his coun-
trymen. When war came, he rightly regarded himself as their
only possible leader. It is doubtful whether he looked further
ahead. His enemies accused him of purely personal ambitions.
His friends declared that he would retire joyfully to his native .
island of Cephallonia as soon as his work was done. The latter
picture was probably nearer the truth: but, whatever his inten-
tions may have been, the facts are that he was an old man ap-
proaching %o when he took office, and that his health was un-
certain. He died without having laid plans either for a return
to parliamentary government or for ensuring the continuance of
his own regime.

The internal political situation had no practical effect upon
Greek feeling towards Britain; but it did lead to some confusion
and occasionally to unfounded suspicions. Those Venizelists
whose main objective was a change of Government at first endeav-
oured to persuade their English friends that the existing adminis-
tration was not only illiberal, which was to some extent true, but
also anti-British, which was very far from the truth. The leopard,
they said, could not change his spots: the Metaxas of 1939 was
still the Metaxas of 1916.  This, if correct, as .it probably was,
merely proved what many have asserted, that the Metaxas of 1916
was not anti-British. When it became clear to all that.Metaxas
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himself both desired and counted on the ultimate victory of the
Allies, stress was laid rather upon suspected pro-German elements
in the subordinate ranks of his administration and upon the
alleged progress of German bribery and Fifth Column activities.
The volume and persistence of German pamphlet propaganda
was attributed to the connivance of the police, who were. in point
of fact, doing their best to check it. Individual officials were re-
ported to be in German pay. This may have been true in a few
instances, but the allegation arose more often out of party or
personal rivalries. Some high provincial officials, particularly in
certain islands, deliberately adopted an anti-British pose, pre-
sumably in order to harass their political opponents. There
seems no other explanation of their conduct, for popular senti-
ment was too overwhelmingly pro-British to be affected by it.
Internal political differences were similarly responsible for most
of the friction between officials of the Ministries of Press and
Internal Security on the one side, and individual journalists on the
other. Since the latter were invariably Anglophile, the real issue
was sometimes confused. In the case of both Ministries there
seemed ground occasionally for supposing that the authorities
were not altogether friendly towards us. But, as events proved,
this inference was very wide of the mark.

Of popular sympathy with the Germans, there was none.
Among the classes in which, if anywhere, one might expect to
find it, the tobacco growers and merchants of Macedonia, the
learned classes, the archzologists, theologians, doctors and law-
yers, who had been educated at German Universities, the musi-
cians whose connections were largely German—the general atti-
tude was precisely the same as elsewhere. A few Greeks who had
married in Germany enjoyed unenviable repute as pro-Germans,
but had no other importance:

Among such was Professor Logothetopoulos, an obstetrician,
whom the Germans have since appointed Minister of Education.
After the French collapse, a society of “Friends of Hitler” was
conceived. by Logothetopoulos and a few others, no doubt at the
instigation of the Germans. But it died in the womb as soon as
British prospects improved. Many Greek men of letters who
have been educated in Germany dislike the Germans intensely.
Even old-fashioned Royalists, who had some admiration for Il’;l-
perial Germany, retained no such feeling towards Germans of
the Third Reich. Out of thirteen morning and evening papers
_in Athens, one only could be called pro-German. It had next to
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no circulation, and was believed to subsist on German pay. Anti-
German incidents were [requent after the Anschluss. English-
men, mistaken for Germans, were liable to be insulted and even
hustled, until they declared their nationality, when genial apolo-
gies were always forthcoming. A German lady who had lived for
15 years in Greece complained that, whereas she had always been
treated with courtesy in the past, she was now-a-days greeted with
criés of “German scoundrel” by children in the streets. = A Greek
who ‘was sending a parcel to Vienna asked the post office clerk
how it should be addressed. A German standing by at once made
a ‘scene, shouting, in provocative tones, “Put Germany: there- is
no Austria now.” A free fight ensued, in which the culprit and
other Geérmans who came to the rescue were severely mauled.
The police arrested a nuinber of persons on'’either side,-but-soon
released them and took no further action. " The "correctness -of
the story cannot be vouched for, but this version was all over
Athens within two days of the occurrence. "A German lady went
into a provision store and gave her order while the shopman was
serving someone clse. He asked her to wait. Soon after, she.re-
péaied ‘her order, insisting -that she was a German, and.must
therefore be attended to at once. “But that is just why I iold
you to wait,” replied the shopman adroitly, “the lady-I am serv-
ing is French.” In 1938, the Frankfort Opera came to Athens
on a propaaanda tour. Outwardly the visit went off well, though
the performances were not remarkable. But when a second vxsn:
was proposed for the next year, the Greek authorities declined on
~the ground that they could not undertake to prevent hostile de-
monstrations. A multitude of other examples could be quoted,
were it not undesirable to publish particulars at the present time:

Anti-German feeling was so strong that the word Germano-
phile became virtually a term of abuse. Alternatively, Greeks
would say that there were no Gerfnano-philes in Greece, but only
“Germanoplektoi,” persons obsessed by fear of Germany. This

- was more or less true.

The Germans openly acknowledged the Greeks' love: of
Britain, and tacitly accepted their contempt for Italy and. their
dislike (to put it no higher than that) of Germany itself. German
propaganda made no effort to counter these sentiments, recogniz-
ing that the attempt would be futile. Greek: independence of
character and - Greek political ideals made it equally: useless to
endeavour to convert the Greeks to Nazi doctrines, while their

| subtlety and political acumen rendered them a very unpromising
subject for cloaked propaganda or Fifth Column activities. The
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Germans therefore resorted exclusively to the war of nerves. They
sought to unsettle the public mind by the efficiency and volume
of their output of printed matter, and gradually to induce a mood
of panic and despair by the sheer brutality of its contents. There
was no appeal to reason and virtually no concealment of ‘malign
intentions. Even before the war, from 1938 onwards, tourists on
“Kraft durch Freude” cruises had spoken openly of the occupa-
tion of Salonica: and there was a sensational incident in the
autumn of that year, when a member of the German Archaeolo-
gical Institute, losing his temper during a quarrel with a Greek,
publicly threatened his opponent and the bystanders with repri-
sals by the Gestapo. As soon as the war began, the country was
flooded with books and pamphlets, mostly dealing with atrocities
alleged to have been perpetrated, no matter when, by Britain or
her Allies. The Boer War, the Denshawei incident of 1go7 and
even the Indian Mutiny were drawn upon, grotesquely distorted
and garnished with the crudest of faked photographs. Thousands
of copies of the infamous book of alleged Polish atrocities, with
ghastly pictures of mutilated corpses, were dumped upon the
bookstalls or left in private houses, together with masses of other
material of the same kind, German “White Books,” translations
of Hitler’s speeches, magazines and drawings occasionally humor-
ous, but more often deliberately repulsive. The Greek Govern.
ment at first exempted the official publications of foreign govern-
ments fromthe general prohibition on propaganda, but when it
became evident that nothing was too scurrilous for the impri-
matur of the Nazi govermment, this privilege was withdrawn as
far as Germany was concerned. In spite of the delicacy of the
situation, for at that time Greece neither was nor wished to be
involved in war with Germany, the police were authorized to con-
fiscate German pamphlets and books wholesale and to arrest per-
sons who were found distributing them. As many as twenty-two
thousand copies of one publication are known to have been seiz-
ed, and nine thousand of another. ‘

German war filins exhibited the same terrorist features. They
had to be shown privately at the German Legation or on premises
owned by it, since the Government prohibited the exhibition of
any war items in public cinemas, so long as Greece was not her-
self at war. A number of Greek officers went to see Feuertaube,
the film of the Polish campaign, as a matter of professional in-
terest. Sieg im Westen, the film of the campaign in France, was
also on view at the German Legation shortly before Germany de-
clared war on Greece. But this time no Greeks attended.






