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EDITORIAL

The subject of war aims has already achieved some promi-
nence in the press and in parliament. It
was discussion of this question, particularly
in Germany, that first ruffled the unity which had manifested
itself on the outbreak of the last grcat war and which was later

War Aims

to be one of the main causes of controversy in the politics of the
Central Powers.

The war aims of the democracies have been well expressed
in Mr. Chamberlain’s words:

“We are seeking no material advantage for ourselves. We
are not aiming only at victory, but looking beyond
it to laying a foundation of a better international
system which will mean that war is not to be the
inevitable lot of each succeeding generation.”

While it is necessary for the nation’s efforts to be directed
towards some specific goal, it is not necessary, even if possible,
to express the aim in terms of territorial frontiers. It is sup-
posed by some that abstract ideas are incapable of assimilation by
that large percentage of the British people whose mental pro-
«cesses are conditioned by an elementary education and by the
popular press. This overstates a partial truth. An ideal ex-
pressed in abstract terms can have inspiring effects. It was a
«comparable ideal, rather than exasperation, which led the
United States of America into the last war, which gave that



2 Editorial

nation’s war effort its peculiar quality, which encouraged the
allies, and which deeply shook the resolution of the Central
Powers.  Such an ideal was needed to give direction to the
British nation since the events of last March.

This is not to maintain that an ideal in itself is enough and
that it is unnecessary to decide, to the extent possible at any
given time, on the steps required to achieve it. It was largely
because the Americans gave up the struggle to achieve it soon
after the fighting was over that the American ideal of 1917 and
1918 was not achieved. Though exact definition is impossible,
the practical methods by which the aim is to be realised do
require consideration unless victory itself is to be regarded as
the end without reference to what may come after.

We must have ideas about what we are to do as well as
about what we are to undo, on peace aims as well as on war
aims.  There has been discussion on the latter point, one ex-
treme maintaining that we are fighting the present rulers of
Germany only (as was the case in the last war) and that we
have no quarrel with the German people as a whole; others,
that it is practically the whole race which requires a lesson that
will change its heart. The truth, as usual, lies between these
views, though the latter and less optimistic is probably nearer
to it. In a nation in which youth has been systematically regi-
mented and brutalised from the earliest possible age, there are
certain to be successors to the country’s present rulers. A change
of heart in the greater part of the nation will be necessary
and this will require a definite defeat: an easy peace would be
a short one.  On the other hand it is not necessary to assuime
that  German intellect, culture and kindliness are for ever
eclipsed, nor to repeat the treatment given to Germany in the
years immediately following 1918. What we can resolve is to
do our utmost to oppose the rise to power of another upstart.

* * * *
The final settlement cannot be foreseen in detail at present;
but it can b i inci :
Peace Aims e seen 1in principle. It has been:

generally admitted that the future of
European civilisation lies in the acknowledgment of some power
to which individual states will surrender sufficient of their
sovereign rights to end international anarchy.  Are we to con-
tinue to assume that this is impracticable in the immediate
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future?  Can our efforts not be directed to that end from now
on? If this is the determination, it is not necessary to assume
that the 19347 frontiers of Poland, Czechoslovakia and Austria
must of necessity be restored, nor to make any such definite pro-
nouncement. Some sort of union or federation, not necessarily
embracing the whole continent in the first instance, J
essential.  Into this, Germany will have to be fitted.

seems
After
reading the white paper containing reports of conditions in
‘German concentration camps and after considering the country’s
record in international affairs, the political education of the
Germans may seem an impossible task. In external as in inter-
nal affairs they respect brutal force as their law, and Germany
in its present form could not be fitted into any society without
trying to dominate it. ‘

Union under the hegemony of one nation is not the type
of union required, and Great Britain has twice, at least, inter-
vened to prevent it. But it has to be realised that something
more positive is needed. After the Napoleonic wars and again
after the last war, we were unwilling for long to forgo isola-
tion and to become a part of Europe. We supported the
League; but the League was not European and, although the
greatest nation outside Europe stood aloof, it had too wide a
membership and attempted to deal with affairs beyond its practi-
cable scope. It is not quite clear at the moment whether the
supposition is true that air power has deprived Great Britain
of any advantages attached to being an island. It seems, how-
ever, that our frontier is likely to remain about the Rhine. It
is more necessary for Great Britain to concern herself closely in
the affairs of Europe if Europe is to survive than it is for the
United States of America to intervene in international affairs
for the present world civilisation to be maintained. It will
be necessary for us to reconcile our obligations to the British
commonwealth of nations with those to the continent of which
we are a part and to continue to make sacrifices after peace has
been concluded. There must be no hasty disarmament.

There may be hope for Germany in freeing her from the
domination of Prussia. Provided it does not entail the establish-
ment of more mutually suspicious, economically independent,
intolerant entities, there would be much to be said for a return
to the old federation of principalities, where all that used to
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be associated with German culture and intellect flourished and
which were no worse than their contemporaries in international

morality.
* * * *

Sir Neville Henderson’s final report, issued on September
Sir Neville Hender-20th, is easy to read and worth reading. It

son’s Report  oives a brief and clear account of the last
fortnight of his stay in Berlin and traces events from that March
day which showed that thenceforth no small nation in Europe
could regard itself as secure and that Herr Hitler would remain
true neither to his spoken word nor to his theories of racial
purity.

Sir Neville does not deny the achievements of the Nazt
regime. If much of these were obtained through the complete
subordination of the individual to the state, if the union of
greater Germany which could so much better have been achieved
by reasonable means was precipitated by violence, and even if
a medizval barbarism subjected the Jews and the Christian
churches to inhumane persecution, nevertheless the world was
prepared to acquiesce rather than plunge into what seemed the
even greater evil of war. But “revolutions are like avalanches,
which once set in motion cannot stop till they crash to destruc-
tion at the end of their career.” Herr Hitler was driven on
until he finally overstrained that acquiescence.

In the meantime he has brought up the youth of his nation
inr his philosophy. A state has been organised for war to the
neglect of all the arts of peace. That nation has to be reformed
and provided with honest leaders if peace is to be established
in Europe. Those leaders will be hard to find: Nazi education
is not of a sort to have produced them. As Sir Neville Henderson
remarks: “The tragedy of any dictator is that as he goes on,
his entourage steadily and inexorably deteriorates,” all but
yes-men are eliminated.

A curious similarity can be traced between the circumstances.
of 1914 and of 1939. There is the same autocratic ruler with
a sinister influence in his foreign office: the same contempt
for “scraps of paper:” the same belief, in spite of far more
definite assurances, that Great Britain was not prepared to fight:
and the same pressure from a mobilised military machine with
every passing day reducing the remaining period of campaigning
weather.
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The German campaign in Poland must be acknowledged
The Campaign in to be a creditable military achievement cven
Poland after due allowance has been made for great
superiority in numbers, armament, aircraft, and mechanised
formations: for the suitable nature of the terrain; for the kind-
ness of the weather; for the absence of more than a few weak
and isolated fortifications; and for the over-confidence of the
Poles. Initial resistance was quickly overcome and mechanised
columns then pushed boldly and rapidly past the bodies of
Polish troops which remained fighting with the utmost gallantry,
but which possessed neither the mobility nor the striking power
to dislocate the German lines of communication. The plan
followed the customary German pattern. Two pairs of thrusts
first cut off the corridor and south-western Poland. In the diffi-
cult country of the Carpathians, the German advance north-
wards from Slovakia was slow; but elsewhere, except for a short
pause about the 1oth September when heavy rain fell in many
parts, the advance was creditably rapid. The pairs of thrusts
then became the two wings of an enveloping advance which met
at Wladava on the Bug about one hundred miles east of Warsaw
by the 22nd September, three weeks after the crossing of the
frontier. At the same time a rapid advance eastwards on Lwow
forestalled Polish attempts to withdraw south-east. The train-
ing of the German army is believed to have been specially de-
signed for this type of warfare and to have stressed the need for
maintaining momentum without excessive consideration for
security.  The advances into Austria, the Sudetenland and
Czechoslovakia must have provided useful undress rehearsals.
The German air force contributed greatly to the success of
the operations. It was directed first against the Polish aero-
dromes which were quickly rendered unserviceable. —Complete
air superiority was thus enjoyed from the start and enabled the
air force to interfere seriously with the concentration of the
Polish army and to prevent the formation of reserve divisions.
It is worth noting that the immediate objectives of the air
force were purely military. Only after they had been achieved,
was it considered desirable to spare aircraft to attack the civil
population. Once the purely military objectives had been secur-
ed, however, the full weight of the German air force was turned
ruthlessly against open towns and villages. ~There is no doubt
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that in comparison with the results obtained against military
objectives the attack on the civilian population achieved little.

Soviet troops crossed the whole length of the frontier in
considerable force early on the 17th September. Practically un-
opposed, they were able to advance at an average rate of some
thirty miles a day with their mechanised formations, a surprising
achievement of Russian organisation which could probably not
have been maintained for very much longer. After changes in
the original line of demarcation between the Soviet and German
portions of the conquered state a partition was arranged which
gives Germany all the objectives which were included in her
original ostensible aim: Danzig, the Corridor, the German
minorities in Poznan and the industrial areas and railway junc-
tions of Silesia. The majority of the Polish oil fields fell to
Russia who also cut off Germany from a common frontier with
Rumania.

The Poles have not accepted defeat. Their navy is still at
sea and their army will fight again. The sympathy which the
world feels for a nation that has been the victim of such cruel
treachery and which is now suffering the hardships imposed by
a conquerer is equalled by admiration at the gallantry with
which a hopeless defence was conducted and the determination
which persists to restore the nation once again.

#* * * *

A contributor has suggested a solution to what is one of

the main problems of to-day: what is Russia

Russia . ., . .
going to do? Russia’s foreign policy, he

suggests, is a continuation of that pursued by the Empire under
the Tsars: it is one of expansion and imperialism. Faced with
the possibility of Poland ceasing to exist as a nation and coming
under the domination of another power, it was thus natural for
Russia to ensure that what once belonged to her should become
hers again. It is certain that Russia is unlikely to be handi-
capped by any altruism or indeed by any kind of scruple. It
is in keeping with this that she has taken advantage of the pre-
occupation of the rest of Europe to take what no doubt consti-
tute in her intention the first steps in the absorption of the
Baltic States. It is clearly to Russia’s interest, also, to prolong
the war as far as possible without entering it herself, and we
may expect her to do all she can to bolster up Germany's
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resistance by supplying her with such commodities as she can
succeed in transporting, even if Germany may not be able to make
prompt cash payments.

There are perhaps two other aspects of the Russian prob-
lem for which clues may be sought from Tsarist days.

It is not new for the more popular type of military critic
to make our flesh creep with descriptions of Russia’s might. A
number of writers have recently told us of the numbers and
efficiency of the Red army and the excellence of its mechanised
formations, while the Red air force is constantly extolled as
second to none. Russia’s air force is undoubtedly capable of
doing considerable damage and, in areas where prepared lines
of fortifications do not exist and where flanks can be turned,
her mechanised formations are doubtless formidable. But
modern forces need more efficient command, administration and
maintenance than Russia has so far succeeded in producing.
The Red army has not given evidence of any superlative
qualities in its clashes with the Japanese. In spite of the faith
in Russia's military powers which was often expressed in Tsarist
days, Russia has never encountered a first class military power
with success.

Secondly, it has been shown that a sustained attack on a
suitable point on Russia’s circumference can be sufficent to force
her to sue for peace. Anyone faced with the problem of
hostilities with Russia would now, as in the time before the
revolution, be confronted by a country seemingly impossible to
attack. Russia has industries on which she is dependent; but with
the exception of those in the Ukraine which are themselves well
protected by distance, most of the main industries required
for war have been so sited as to be virtually inaccessible. The
vast extent of territory, numbers, natural resources, climate, in-
dustry and discipline of Russia appear to render her invincible.
And vet she has twice found the strain of attempting to defend
a single and seemingly not vital area too much for her. It is
possible that to-day when Russian industry and agriculture is.
kept working at high pressure the increased demands of a
general mobilisation and the consequent reduction in the
labour force would render the pressure too great.

In this respect the campaign against Finland is likely to,
affect Russia more seriously than her almost unopposed march:

B
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into Poland. Nevertheless, Russia has plenty of spare troops and
aircraft and she appears so formidable that she may achieve
some further gain by mere threats. The Russian press has be-
gun to adopt towards Rumania a tone somewhat similar to that
used before against Poland, Estonia and Finland: but it is
doubtful if mere threats will achieve anything in the direction
of south-eastern Europe which also provides a field of activity
for surplus German forces and in which Italy has declared her-
self to be interested.

The problems of that area were not eased by the outbreak
of war. ~Towards the end of August mobilisation appears to
have been fairly general. The Italo-Greek agreement at the end
of September quieted Greece’s apprehensions about the Albanian
frontier and later troops were withdrawn from both sides of the
border between Huhgary and Rumania. The approach of
winter must have helped to lessen suspicion and it is to be hoped
that it will be realised that the danger is a common one. Much
depends on the continuance of the correct attitude hitherto
displayed by the Bulgarians.

Italy would not remain indifferent to interference in south-
eastern Europe. She may count on the war having relieved her
to a certain extent of German rivalry there, and she would not
welcome an extension of Russian influence. What action she
would be prepared to take to resist it is uncertain. Russia
may decide that she can count on this being done; but she is
unlikely to take any hurried action which might lead to war in
the Black Sea.

* * * *

The treaty of mutual assistance between Turkey, France
and Britain was signed at Ankara on the

“The %:;‘:;1"0‘”“ 19th October. The treaty provides for all
the aid and assistance in the power of

France and the United Kingdom to be given to Turkey if a
European Power attacks her, or if an act of aggression should
lead to war in the Mediterranean area in which Turkey is in-
volved.  Similarly, Turkey will “collaborate effectively . . , and
will lend them all the aid and assistance in its power” in the
event of France or the United Kingdom being involved in hos-
tilities in the Mediterranean area as the result of aggression by
2 European Power or in fulfilment of their guarantees made to
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‘Greece and Rumania earlier in 19gg. If France or Great Britain
are attacked elsewhere by a European Power, the treaty provides
for consultation and the observance by Turkey of at least bene-
volent neutrality. Consultation is also provided for in the
event of aggression by a European Power which menaces the
security of one of the contracting parties or is directed against any
state ‘which one of the contracting parties has with the approval
of that state undertaken to assist. The Treaty is concluded for
fifteen years and is renewed by tacit consent for a further five
unless notice of termination is given six months before the end
of those periods. A protocol provides that the obligations under-
taken by Turkey cannot compel that country to take action in-
volving armed conflict with the U.S.S.R.

The treaty has been generally welcomed in Turkey and in
the near east and has had a reassuring effect in Egypt and Iraq.
It was equally welcomed by the democracies as a further in-
stance of Turkey’s adherence to the old-fashioned code of be-
haviour among nations. The fact that its signature followed the
breakdown of the Soviet-Turkish talks has tended to obscure
appreciation of the existence of the protocol mentioned above.
Turkey’s understanding with Russia is an old one, and not to
be easily upset particularly at a time when the western de-
mocracies are pretty fully engaged elsewhere. This is perfectly
natural and need in no way detract from our satisfaction that a
leading nation in the Moslem world and one wielding consider-
able influence in the near east should have thus linked herself
with the democracies.

* * * *

The war has been true to form in opening in a manner
very different from that predicted. London
A i e ur-and the other principal cities and industrial
areas were not bombed before or im-
mediately after the declaration of war. The movement of the
British expeditionary force took place without interference as
did the concentration of the armies on the western front. Up to
the present the western front appears at least as stable as it did
in 1915 and the infantry and artillery are the main arms on the
ground. The war at sea is taking a generally similar course and
bombs have not so far rendered capital ships useless.
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Military critics would be able to claim that the authorities.
have once again prepared for the wrong type of warfare by train-
ing for the extensive movement of mechanised forces rather than
for siege warfare whose routine and tactics have now to be learnt
and for which specialised equipment will, as in the last war,
have to be designed and produced. The British army is not, of
course, in a position to specialise in peace time. In peace time,
it is the military critic who insists that the army is out of date
and busies itself with preparing for the last war, instead of for
the war to come—which by a process of wishful thinking is repre-
sented as one of movement in which opportunities for general-
ship will at last be provided. Until realisation began to come
a few vears ago, it was represented that the tank provided an
answer to barbed wire and machine-guns, and that the reliance
of modern armies on industry and the increased number of men
now needed hehind the line to maintain one man in it, would
prevent armies reaching the sizes of 1914—18, thereby making
outflanking or penetration a possibility. Somewhat similarly, the
last great war was to open with mass movements of cavalry and
the effects of field fortifications, barbed wire and small arms fire-
were conveniently ignored although they had been evident
wherever in the Russo-Japanese or Balkan wars approaches were
restricted and frontal attacks necessary.

The fact is that most wars open very much where the last
one left off and armies which can afford to specialise might well
base their training accordingly. During peace time the energy
of inventors and scientists and the money required to encourage
them and for experiments are directed to the demands of peace
rather than to those of war. Revolutionary changes in warfare
are unlikely to take place except during war itself. If weapons.
are developed in peace it is rarely that the full advantages to be
derived from them in use can be deduced by theory. Given
similar theatres and similar circumstances, therefore, very simi-
lar conditions are likely to appear.

The remarkable progress made by the Germans in Poland
was equivalent to that achieved by General Allenby in Palestine
in the similar circumstances of numerical superiority, complete
command of the air, suitable weather and terrain and better
equipment. It can be explained as much by the above factors,
the wide fronts and the absence of continuous fortifications as.
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by the powers of aircraft or of armoured fighting vehicles which
«do not appear to have been successful against prepared defences.
The major part played by aircraft might have been much less if
ithere had been effective defence.

The Spanish, Abyssinian or Sino-Japanese campaigns can-
not be drawn upon for arguments either for or against armoured
fighting vehicles or aircraft because the attackers did not possess
them in the quantity or quality of the great Powers of Europe
and because the defenders have been even less well equipped
with antedotes. But it does appear that against a properly
organised and equipped defence the tank is not likely to revo-
lutionise warfare. No one can pretend that the development
of aircraft has not provided new problems; but for the present
the effect of the air weapon seems to be less than was at one
time supposed. The surprise of this war may well be some
«entirely different weapon.

* * * *

The opening stages of the war Zigve been unusual, however,
in the absence of the customary salutary
reverse and in the fact that precautions have
been taken before they wcre too late or even, apparently,
absolutely essential. The evacuation scheme in Great Britain
imposed a great deal of unavoidable inconvenience to large
numbers of people not all of whom have borne it philoso-
phically in the absence of air raids.

In India, precautions which have appeared irksome to some
are the series of measures taken to ensure an adequate supply
-of officers for India’s defence services even before those services
have begun any considerable expansion or to suffer casualties.
Among these measures was the prompt return to India of the
majority of the Indian Army Reserve of Officers and of those on
the Special Unemployed List, so that staffs and units in India
and formations which had been sent overseas are now well up
to strength. At the same time, restrictions were placed on the
.departure from the country of those who might be required as
officers in due course. These, prevented from returning to
England to join the fighting forces there and at the same time
mnable to find an opportunity in this country, deserve sym-
pathy. They have behaved with exemplary patience.

Restrictions have now been eased and a small number of
«commissions granted. The first fifty officers are under training

War Precautions
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at the Officers’ Training School at Belgaum. The problem of
providing officers for the armed forces of India which became so
acute during the last war is thus fortunately simplified.

At the moment of the outbreak of war we were faced with
the possibility of hostilities closing the Mediterranean route and:
of India being called upon to provide forces for service overseas
to supplement those which had already been' sent. Those forces.
might also have found themselves engaged in active operations.
and suflering casualties which would have had to have been
replaced.  Prompt action had, therefore, to be taken to avoid
the difficulties of 1914 when some ten per cent. of the officer
strength of the Indian Army were detained in England for em-
plovment under the War Officc and when the Indian Army
Reserve of Officers totalled not more than forty. To make good
deficiencies and to meet expansion which increased the officer
strength of the Indian Army fourfold in four years, officers were
drawn from England and the Dominions and also from the
Indian Civil Service, the Public Works Department, the Indian
Police and those in business or professions in India. There are
now fewer Europeans in India than in 1914, both in govern-
ment service and outside it, and many of these are likely to
be more useful in their present capacity than in the armed
forces. India seems likely to become an important source of
supply and it is necessary that eagerness to serve should not be
allowed to dislocate manufacture or administration, however
irksome restriction may be to the individual. The officer situa-
tion is not at present serious: but it may become so, and most
of those who are eager to serve will no doubt get their oppor-
tunity in due course. In the meantime the register of the
European community with the assistance of the European Asso-
ciation’s National Service Advisory Committees should assure
that essential men are not withdrawn from key posts and that

square pegs find their way into suitable holes.
* * * *

Since the disbandment of the 1st and 1:ith Light Tank
The Roval Tank (]Yompanies of the Royal Tank Regiment in
Regiment November, there are no longer any units of

that distinguished corps left in India. A

number of officers, non-commissioned officers and men remain,
however, to assist in the training of other units now mechanising.
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Units of the Royal Tank Corps, as it then was, first came
to India in 1922. There were three Light Tank Companies
and five Armoured Car Companies. Withdrawal was decided.
on in conjunction with the mechanisation of cavalry regiments:
the 8th and 1oth Companies were disbanded in 193%, the 2nd
and gth in 1988, the 6th last March and the remaining three
this autumn.

The record of these units in India is one of which their
regiment may be proud. They have taken part in all the major
operations on the frontier since their arrival in the country.
Their value has not been obscured by the extravagant claims
which were at first made by some as to the way in which
armoured fighting vehicles would revolutionise frontier warfare.
On the other hand, they have proved the error of those who
doubted their ability to move over frontier country. The
crossing of the Nahakki Pass in 1935 and the advance to the
Sham Plain in 1937 are two examples of ability to cover difficult
ground which have been repeated almost daily. The peculiar
circumstances of the frontier have resulted in armoured fighting
vehicles being employed in small detachments far from work-
shops or other maintenance facilities: they have been contin-
uously employed wherever the situation was, or was likely to be,
most critical: and a breakdown has generally been liable to
have serious results. Most of us will have marvelled at the
way in which their ancient armoured cars used to escort con-
voys day after day often over the most elementary tracks and at
their performance across nullah-seamed country when accom-
panying columns.

The last units to leave have earned a rest which it seems
unlikely that they will get: nor from what one knows of them
would they ask for one. They have been relieved on the fron-
tier by the 13th Duke of Connaught’s Own Lancers and the
Scinde Horse, the first regiments of Indian cavalry to be
mechanised. These two regiments have completed conversion
from horsed to armoured units in well under the scheduled
period, a result which could only have been achieved by hard
work and keenness. They can be relied upon to maintain the
high standard which has been set for them and to continue to
prove to be pessimistic those who maintained that the supposed-
ly simple Indian farmer would find the intricacies of the inter-

nal combustion engine more than he could cope with.
* * * *
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OBITUARY
SR JouN MurrAaY EwWART, C.LE., 1P,
Director, Intelligence Bureau, Government of India

The death of Sir John Ewart deprived India of a distin-
guished police officer and the holder of a post of great import-
] ance at the beginning of a war. It was also a loss to the Insti-
tution. Sir John Ewart served on the Council and was Chair-
man of the Executive Committee for the last two years. He took
a keen interest in the affairs of the Institution which prospered
under his guidance. In the North-West Frontier Province where
he spent most of his service, in the Punjab and in the Sudan he
must have appreciated the value of united services. He had
expert knowledge of the people of northern India. Members of
1 the Institution will sympathise with Lady Ewart in her sad
bereavement.




CLOSE SUPPORT BY AIRCRAFT ON THE
NORTH WEST FRONTIER

By A.L.L.O.

Although much has been written in the Service Journals
at Home on low flying attack and the close support of troops
from the air, little has appeared in print on this subject in
India.

In the many articles which have been published in this
Journal, both on the recent operations in Waziristan and on
future mountain warfare tactics, little or no reference has been
made to the value of aircraft.

The Manual on Frontier Warfare, India, contains much.
interesting and important information on the use of aircraft
for “close support,” but, as is often the case with service
‘manuals, this information is found in various parts of the book
.and many officers have neither the time nor the inclination to
search for it.

In view of the proved value of close support, further details
-of this form of air co-operation as carried out in Waziristan
since 1936 should be of interest. The object of this article,
itherefore, is to supplement the principles laid down in the
Frontier Warfare Manual.

History of Close Support—In India the term “close sup-
port” by aircraft has come to mean any offensive action taken
in support of a regular or irregular force or post engaged with
hostile tribesmen. The use of the air for this pirpose was, for
-a while, the cause of some controversy and has been described
by its opponents as “a misuse of aircraft” and “turning valuable
reconnaissance acroplanes into mobile machine-guns.”

It is true that to use fast long-range bombers for close sup-
port in Waziristan,. or even to employ Army Co-operation air-
.craft which might be engaged in important reconnaissance,
would be a misuse. But close support on the North West
Frontier is the duty of Army Co-operation Squadrons, in a
country where tactical reconnaissance in the accepted sense is
generally of little value. This being so, what better form could
Army Co-operation take than that which increases enemy casual-
ties and lessens the difficulties of our own troops?
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Low flying attack against troops is by no means a recent
innovation. Aeroplanes were used for ‘“ground strafing” in
France in 1918, but suffered severe losses from an enemy equip-
ped with, and trained in the use of anti-aircraft weapons. In
Waziristan, in 1919, at the battle for the Ahnai Tangi, two air-
craft inflicted heavy casualties on the Mahsuds. In Iraq, also,
air attack against tribesmen was most effective. More recently
in the Spanish civil war, the close support of infantry and low
flying attack against partly trained troops was on occasions
decisive. The conclusion drawn, that this type of attack will
be successful against an enemy ill prepared to meet it, points to
its use on the North West Frontier.

Though the tribesmen are not equipped with anti-aircraft
weapons, they are adept at taking cover, and are, except from
low altitudes, extremely difficult to see from the air.

In 1936, certain farseeing officers realised that the best way
te overcome this difficulty would be for troops on the ground
to point out the enemy to the pilot above. A simple ground
strip intercommunication code was accordingly evolved and
practised on manceuvres the same autumn. This code, now
known as the “X V T Close Support Code,” was used for the
first time in the warfare which broke out in Waziristan in 1936
and has been continued there with increasing success ever since.

The Close Support Intercommunication Code.—By means
of the close support code, troops can signal to the pilot of an
aircraft their own positions and the presence or not of hostile
tribesmen in the vicinity. This is done by displaying two
ground strips in the shape of either an “X,” a “V” or a “T.” But
it should be noted that the code here described is merely the
one in use at the present time on the North West Frontier of
India. The symbols and their meanings are not hard and fast,
but can be changed by mutual arrangement between the army
and the air force at any time if circumstances make it desirable.

“X” shows the position of the picquet or troops nearest the

enemy and means “All is well!”

“V” signifies that enemy are in the direction in which the

apex of the V is pointing.

“T” is an S.0.S. signal. A call for help when a picquet is

likely to be overwhelmed or a sign that the enemy
are following up a withdrawal so closely that it is

impossible to get away. It should, therefore, only
be used on rare occasions. It is put out with the

top of the “T” pointing towards the enemy.
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The great-advantages of this code over previous methods,
such as the Director Arrow and Popham Panel, are its speed and
simplicity. When using the code the following are the main
points to be borne in mind:

The ground strips must only be displayed by troops nearest
to the enemy, or to the direction of the enemy, if no contact has.
been made. '

Troops when they halt, or a picquet when it reaches its posi-
tion must put out strips immediately. These must be placed
where they can be seen at all angles from above: and on the
reverse slope of the hill or in some place under cover from hostile
fire, so that they can be changed as necessary.

A “V” is displayed if the advance is opposed and troops are
held up or if a picquet comes under fire and the place and
directions from which the fire is coming is known. On enemy
opposition being overcome or when hostile fire ceases, the “V”
is immediately changed back to an “X.” The pilot can then leave
that particular area and see how other picquets are faring. If,
on the other hand, opposition increases and troops are in ex-
treme danger, the “V” should be changed to a “T.” As soon as
the danger is over the “T” is changed back to a “V” or an “X,”
depending on whether or not the enemy have left the area.

In the withdrawal it is most important that ground strips
remain out until the last troops leave. As soon as the “X” has
gone, the pilot knows that all troops have withdrawn and any
men seen on the position are hostile.

Ground strips are required at the scale of two per picquet
or platoon. They should be made of a strong white material
and be kept reasonably clean. The usual size is 9 feet by 18
inches. They can be carried either rolled up under the haver-
sack flap or over the shoulder on a webbing sling. When put
out they should be weighted down with stones and examined
periodically.

Although the close support code is simple in the extreme
human nature being what it is, mistakes will happen. The
following occurred, both during operations and in training,
when troops, who were not familiar with the code, first com-
menced to use it: .

Ground strips have been left behind in camp.

They have been put out on the forward slopes of picquet
positions and under the shadows of rocks and bushes.. The
wind has blown them over so that an X has looked like a “V”
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and the pilot wasted his time searching for a non-existent
enemy, whilst the picquet slept peacefully.

On one occasion two picquets forgot to pick up their
ground strips when they withdrew. The next day a mystified
pilot dropped a message asking if it was correct that “Vs” were
pointing at “Xs.” On getting a reply by Popham Panel that
-enemy were near the “Xs” he took action. 'What had actually
happened was that tribesmen had occupied the features where
the “Xs” had been left and were, probably, hoping to safeguard
themselves thereby from air attack. This incident brings out
well what should be done in the very likely possibility of tribes-
men making their own ground strips in order to deceive the
air. Once the pilot knows that they are enemy strips, his task
of carrying out an attack is simplified.

One of the commonest mistakes is that of pointing a “V”
at our own troops. This is due either to troops not knowing
how to put out a “V” correctly, to troops not nearest the enemy
using strips, or to a party carrying out a flanking movement
getting in the line of a “V.” See diagrams.

Another fault is the unnecessary use of the “T.” One unit
during its first day’s fighting never used a “V;” it was always
either an “X” or a “T.”

Units which at first made some or all of the above mistakes
soon settled down, however, to using their strips correctly.

Action by the Pilot of a Close Support Aircraft—Before
-carrying out a close support “sortie,” a pilot is given instruction
by the Air Intelligence Liaison Officer, who informs him:

(@) The time his “sortie” begins and ends.

(b) Where the column is going, and where he may ex-
pect to find column headquarters, picquet posi-
tions and advanced and rear guards.

() Information about the enemy and any special areas
to watch.

(d) Details with regard to “call signs” and intercommuni-
cation.

'He also reminds him of the action he can take on a “V”
or a “T.” A pilot may not, on any pretext whatsoever, take
action against a village, even though troops are being heavily
fired at from towers and houses, unless the village is in a pro-
scribed area and the inhabitants have been duly warned.

On arriving over his area, the pilot relieves the previous
sortie and informs column headquarters that he has done so.
He then circles over the column at a height of two to three
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thousand feet, watching the country about two miles on each
side of the route. As the picquets put out their “Xs” he notes
their position on his map, and if all is well he reports at half-
hour intervals to column headquarters. Hostile movement is
reported as soon as possible. On seeing an “X” change to 2
“V,” the pilot flies in the direction in which the “V” is point-
ing and searches any likely areas where tribesmen might be
concealed.  On discovering them he attacks with bombs and
machine-gun fire. This is known as the V.B.L. (Vickers, Bomb,
Lewis) attack and is carried out as follows:

The pilot dives from a height of about two down to one
thousand feet, using his front gun and pulling off one, two or
three bombs. The number depends on the nature of the target.
As the aircraft pulls out of the dive, the air gunner fires his
Lewis gun, to cover the get-away, or at any enemy who may
have been flushed by the attack.

These attacks are continued as long as the “V” remains out
and any enemy can be seen. The difference in the attack when
a “T” is displayed is that the pilot comes down much lower,
thus endangering himself and his aircraft. As the loss of an
aircraft and its crew through enemy action will tend to en-
courage the tribesmen and possibly have other undesirable
repercussions, the reason for only using the “T” when .absolute-
ly necessary can be well understood.

V.B.L. attacks are made, as far as possible, parallel to and
not directly over a picquet position. At times, of course, mis-
takes are made, especially by young and inexperienced pilots.
The greatest fault is that of overeagerness to take action. In-
stead of searching carefully for the enemy and making quite
certain that no mistakes have been made on the ground, pilots
have been known to attack immediately they see a “V” or a
“T* and bombs have been dropped on our own troops.

The “T” of the Popham Panel, also, has been mistaken
for the S.0.S. sign. Irregulars, who could not be distinguished
from the enemy owing to lack of ground signs, have suffered
likewise. For this reason close support should not be used
when khassadars are working in front of troops or by Irregular
forces unacquainted with the close support code. Errors in map-
reading, failures to see tribesmen even though a “V” may be
correctly directed at them, and carelessness in close support pro-
cedure all occur when pilots first commence flying in moun-
tainous country having just come out to India after completing:
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their army co-operation course under modern warfare conditions
on Salisbury Plain.

Orders to the R.A.F.—The general plan and details of air
€o-operation are arranged at a preliminary conference at which
the Squadron Commander, his ALL.O. and the R.A.F. liaison
officer who is accompanying the column as well as the military
commander and his staff are present.

When planning the air side of the operation the following
various ways of employing close support are considered:

Aircraft can be used to break up or hinder the advance of
hostile lashkars. They can assist in the protection of picquets
covering the line of march, during their establishment, tenure
©of occupation and withdrawal. They can participate in battle
as a supplementary support weapon and can press the pursuit
of a retreating enemy.

Close support action is the corollary of tactical recon-
naissance for, without careful search, it is unlikely that a pilot
«can carry out any of the above tasks. But it will rarely be possible
for one aircraft to carry out the dual role of close support and
tactical reconnaissance in any but a very small area, because,
-once having become involved in close support attacks, the tacti-
«cal reconnaissance tasks ordered by the commander tend to be
neglected. So, although close support aircraft will report any
-enemy seen, it is better to allot a separate “sortie” for any
special reconnaissance tasks which a commander may require
if they involve flying at any distance from the column.

Close support can be either continuous from time of start
to time of reaching camp, or for a part of that time or else
aircraft can be kept on the landing ground ready to fly out at
very short notice.

Nowadays, the tribesmen realise the dangers of air attack,
and, if aircraft are in evidence, move in small parties exposing
themselves as little as possible. The employment of continuous
close support, therefore, often prevents a concentration of any
size and may lessen the chance of tribesmen making a determin-
ed stand. On the other hand, if no aeroplanes are visible,
the tribesmen may move more boldly in the open and aircraft
«called up after opposition has been encountered or to deal with
a party attacking a picquet often obtain surprise effect and good
targets.

This latter method has the advantage of being economical
in flying hours; but to achieve results the landing ground must
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e close to the scene of operations and communications between
the column and the R.A.F. must be good.

Owing to the difficulties of intercommunication, once a
.«column has’ left its base camp, daily operational orders sent to
the R.AF. will of necessity be short. The points which should
tbe included are:

The time and nature of the close support required, either
“continuous” or “in readiness.”

The objectives and the route the column is taking with
a rough picquetting plan. Any information known
about the enemy and any special areas to watch.

This message should reach the Air Force as early as possible
in order that the flying programme can be arranged and orders
issued to Flights. Owing to poor communications, orders for
the first sortie to take off at o5-00 hrs. have been received as late
as four o'clock the same morning. One can imagine the state
.of mind of a battalion commander if he was to get orders to
be Advanced Guard one hour before a dawn start; and yet the
R.AF. have just as many arrangements to make before flying
-commences.

Intercommunication and Liaison—As in most combined
.operation of war, the success of close support tactics depends
largely upon reliable means of intercommunication and good
liaison between the two Services. ~Without these, co-operation
will suffer and misunderstandings and even bad feeling may
arise. It is essential that a commander who issues orders to the
Air Force is in communication both with the landing ground
and the pilot in the air.

Communication between the column and the landing
ground is the responsibility of the army. It is usually W/T and
should be direct. Communication from air to ground is either
by W/T or message dropping and 1is entirely an Air Force
matter. Ground to air communication can be W/T or R/T,
Popham Panel, ground strip codes and message picking up.

R/T and W/T are the responsibilty of the R.AF. and,
+when used, two Air Force operators with a pack wireless set
are attached to the headquarters of the column, who arrange
for their rations and accommodation. The other methods are
‘worked by army personnel.

Experience has proved that for close support duties, the
«quickest and most reliable methods of intercommunication are
message dropping and the Popham Panel and ground strip codes.
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Wireless has not been successful owing to atmospherics in the
mountains and time wasted in winding aerials in and out before
and after taking action. For tactical reconnaissance and when
aircraft are escorting M.T. convoys W/T is, however, essential.

It is not often that a commander has to send orders to a
close support aircraft, and messages of this nature are kept to
a minimum and as short as possible as they take the pilot away
from his main task of search and attack. If a commander wishes.
to send important information, a smoke candle is lighted to
draw the attention' of the pilot, who, on seeing it, Jeaves his.
task and flies over to read the message. The Popham Panel Code
is most comprehensive and if studied carefully beforehand, al-
most every message that it might be necessary to send can be:
signalled without having to resort to many single-letter groups.

In addition to the “XVT” Code there are certain other
ground strip signs used only by headquarters controlling sorties.
These are the Formation call sign and the following code
letters for frequently used messages:

K.T.=“The withdrawal is about to, or has commenced.”

On reading this the pilot concentrates on the rear
guard and the forward slopes of picquet positions
about to be withdrawn.

C.I ="You may go home, as no more aircraft are required.””
This is often forgotten when a column reaches camp
earlier than was expected.
=Sometirhes called the” “Closed H” or “the gate.””
This means “You may take action against anyone:
within two miles of the forward troops or picquet.
positions.” This sign is only allowed to be used in
areas where the political authorities have previously
warned the tribesmen that any area within two miles.
of troops who are engaged by hostiles will be con-
sidered an area of hostilities. Further, to enable any
friendlies to evacuate the area, the sign may not be-
displayed by troops until after they have been in con-
tact with the enemy for more than half an hour.

F.="Your message found” or “Yes” in answer to' a question

dropped by the pilot.

N.=“Your message not found” or “No.”

Liaison is maintained by army. officers attached to Army
Co-operation Squadrons,” known as “A.LL.Os.” and by R.AF.
liaison officers who accompany column headquarters. The duties.
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.of the former in connection with the instruction of pilots have
already been mentioned. In addition, they act as operational
Staff officers to the Air Force commander, deal with demands
for air photographs and send out daily air intelligence summa-
ries. The R.AF. liaison officer is not included in any establish-
ment, but one is invariably sent out with every column. He
advises ‘the commander and his staff on the issue of orders to
the air and assists in the working of communications on the
lines laid down in the preceding paragraphs. At the same
time he gains valuable knowledge of mountain warfare tactics
and keeps an eye on the work of his brother pilots, noting any
points for improvements.

Conclusion—A briet description of the air side of the
Kharre operations is given as a fitting conclusion to this article.

In the words of the official report: “This operation was
one of the most successful examples of co-operation between
land and air forces on the North West Frontier.”

It was carried out in July, 1938, by the Razmak Column,
the grd Indian Infantry Brigade, several platoons of Tochi
Scouts and No. 2o (A.C.) Squadron, Roval Air Force. The
object was the destruction of the headquarters of the Faqir of
Ipi in the Kharre cave area, North Waziristan. This threat to
their leader caused a large number of his supporters to make
a determined stand, with the result that they suffered heavy
casualties from ground and air attack. Prior to the move of
the columns from their permanent camps the following were
ordered: air photographs of the tracks which the columns
might use; air reconnaissances for water; and continuous close
support for both columns during their move to the concentra-
tion area. No particular air plan was made at so early a date.

On 12th July, all the troops taking part had concentrated
at Degan. The Squadron Commander and his staff proceeded
there with a supply convoy and the air plan for the move to
Kharre was formulated. It was arranged that both columns
would be given continuous close support during their advance
to the objective and withdrawal and that separate aircraft would
deal with any tribesmen approaching the column after the “Closed
H” had been displayed. In addition. a reserve would be kept
on the landing ground at ten minutes’ notice ready to relieve
those who had exhausted their ammunition or for any emer-
gency. The same afternoon the two Brigade Commanders were
flown over their objectives from Miranshah, returning to camp

¢
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in armoured cars. On 14th July all went according to plan.
Numerous “Vs” accurately displayed gave excellent targets to
the air. In the withdrawal a “T” was put out when some fifty
tribesmen tried to rush a small party and after the resulting
V.B.L. attack several bodies were seen lying out until dark. In
the evening, as soon as it was obvious that the force would have
to bivouac for the night in their battle positions, the number
of close support aircraft was increased to four. These watched
the nullahs and approaches to the picquet positions until dark
and prevented concentrations gathering to attack at nightfall.

The following day the tribesmen did not follow up the
withdrawal closely, though aircraft were able to locate parties
of long-range snipers by means of well directed “Vs.”

The valuable assistance rendered, and the excellence of
the results obtained by air attack were mainly due to careful
planning, good co-operation and the fact that both troops and
pilots had worked together and had gained considerable experi-
ence of the close support code throughout the summer. The
units who took part have by now left Waziristan and the
majority of the pilots have returned to England. Those who
replace them can only maintain the same high standard by train-
ing on the lines which achieved success.
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THE VOYAGE OF THE “BRITANNIC”
By THE SHIP’'S ADJUTANT

At the beginning of July, 1939, three of us were having a
long cold drink as we admired the best view of Bombay harbour.
One of us remarked, “Weli, chaps, we're off and we ought to
get home, but I wonder how much of our furlough we will spend
there.”  Little did we think that in less than three months’
time we should be delighted to get the first view of Bombay
from the bow of a ship, and the ship a hired transport.

The weather in the early part of the Summer of 1939 at
home was dreadful, but after the bank holiday a period of per-
fect English weather set in. Unfortunately, as the weather im-
proved, the political situation deteriorated and everywhere the
one and only topic of conversation was “Will there be war?”
The majority, especially those old enough to have experienced
the last war, were optimistic and right up to the day that
Germany invaded Poland the man in the street hoped and
thought that war would be avoided somehow.

The Government of India were evidently not optimistic
and the last week-end of August must have been a very busy
one for the Staff at the India Office. On August the 28th, all
Indian Civil Service officers, Indian Police officers, Army officers
and warrant officers and many civilians on leave from India
woke up to find instructions ordering them to report in four
days’ time at various concentrating stations to return to India.
In addition to those on leave, many on the reserve and on leave
pending retirement, and even a few already retired were order-
ed to return; the major proportion of these were the officers of
the Special Unemployed List of the Indian Army. Many were
the “hard luck” yarns that were told as to the effect of the receipt
of these orders with the necessity for selling businesses, packing
up houses, selling motor cars, arranging for one’s family et cetera,
“but that is another story.”

We collected at three concentrating stations; in some cases
no choice was given, in others officers were allowed to report at
the station most convenient for them. The arrangements for
reception, accommodation and despatch at these stations varied
considerably. At one station they were excellent and there was
no unnecessary waiting; the credit for this goes to an officer of
the Indian Army, who with some volunteer assistants improvised
an office from which all instructions were issued quickly and



26 The Voyage of the “Britannic”

smoothly. At the other stations the arrangements were not up
to this standard. At the station where the greater number re-
ported accommodation was very limited and in spite of doubling
up and a number of fellows sleeping on floors and sofas, late
arrivals in cars had to go as far as fifteen miles outside the city
to obtain a bed for the night. However, no one was
terribly depressed and the odd wife helped to cheer the party
up. One overheard conversation such as, “Hello, I didn’t know
that you were home.” “Shurrup! I got to Town on Saturday
and my kit hasn’t arrived yet.” “What bad luck! I—, oh
<ome and have a drink.”

To the port of embarkation we were sent off in two special
trains, one starting at 10-30 p.m. and the other at %7-30 am. The
whole country-side was blackened out and as soon as the first
train left the station (after everyone had got in once only to be
told to get out again to have the role called!) all lights were
put out. No one knew our destination but after an all-night
journey we arrived at a large estuary in which were anchored
a number of large ships of various hues and colours; their bright
peace time colours were all being painted grey by their crews.

We embarked on a tender, where they served excellent
bacon and eggs, and were taken alongside our home for the
next three-and-a-half weeks, the motor vessel “Britannic,” a
liner of 28,000 tons belonging to the Cunard and White Star
Line. No rolls of passengers had been received and accommoda-
tion was, therefore, allotted by the ship’s purser as we arrived.
The ship had understood that they were to have four hundred
officer passengers and a thousand troops, whereas in actual fact
we eventually turned out to be over a thousand first-class pas-
sengers and four hundred troops. Tenders continued to arrive
alongside at odd intervals for two days until the ship was more
-or less full according to the Board of Trade certificate. The

total numbers finally embarked were:
Naval officers

40
Military officers o1
Naval ratings . 819
Army warrant officers and

non-commissioned officers 108
Draft of R.AM.C. 44
Draft of Royal Corps of Signals 90
Civilian passengers 254

Total ... 1,556
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General “Q” arrived on board the first evening and discover-
ed that no O.C. Troops had been appointed, so being the senior
officer on board he assumed that appointment. He then had to
appoint a ship’s staff. The author of this article was woken at
11-15 p.m. the first evening and given the glad tidings that he
was to be ship’s adjutant and was to get on with the job first
thing the next morning; Major “S” was to be ship’s quarter-
master.

The next few days were hectic. The ship’s crew had been
reduced from 433 to 296, whereas the number of passengers was
more than double that carried on the last trip across the Atlantic
before the ship was taken over by the Admiralty. There was a
mass of baggage on the promenade deck and many tons of stores.
and drinks to be loaded from lighters; the ship had been order-
ed to leave her home port before she was fully loaded for the
voyage and the stores still unloaded had therefore been sent by
special goods train over 400 miles to meet the ship at our port
of embarkation.  However, things were soon put to rights.
Volunteers were called for from passengers and the baggage was
sorted out; passengers removed their own cabin baggage and the
remainder was put into the hold. The stores were stowed by
parties of naval ratings and the two Army drafts.

Then there was the question of an office. We discovered
a number of personnel of the Indian Army Corps of Clerks on
board so the formation of an orderly room staff was easy. But
when we wanted to start work it was another story, as there
were no regulations, stationery, nominal rolls, pens, et cetera.
The oxily documents we received were a District Court Martial
warrant (fortunately never required) and the rolls made out in
various waiting rooms at concentrating stations. We were for-
tunate to be able to borrow amended copies of King’s Regula-
tions and the Manual of Military Law from a conscientious
candidate working for the Staff College. Later a representative
of the Command Paymaster arrived and presented us with an im-
prest of £1,350, which the Q. C. Troops promptly asked to be
increased by £1,000, as many officers had had no time to make
any financial arrangements and required advances. The last
arrival was a sergeant who reported as ship’s orderly room ser-
geant and brought two typewriters with him; as, however, he
had no experience of office work on board a transport and was.
not one of the world’s best sailors he did not prove a tremend-
ous asset. Finally as the ship’s office could not possibly supply
all our needs of stationery, the O. C. Troops paid out f1o
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from the imprest and an officer was sent ashore to purchase
that amount’s worth of stationery, paper, et cetera, in the local
shops.

When the last man arrived on board, we proceeded to work
out how many were in the ship. The “waiting room” lists did
not agree with the purser’s lists, but this was not entirely due to
the lists being inaccurate. The early arrivals on board were
asked by the purser if they wished to share a cabin with any one
(“Are you travelling alone, sir?”) and several passengers gave the
names of friends whom they had met en route but who had not
come off in the same tender; unfortunately, in several cases the
friends were sent to another ship. After numerous checks
there was a discrepancy of twenty-six, so it was decided that
every passenger should fill in a card with full particulars regard-
ing his rank, service, occupation; it says much for the co-opera-
tion shewn by all on board that only two passengers failed to
hand in their cards at the first request. From these cards we
obtained firm figures and the preparation of nominal rolls was
easy. These rolls in conjunction with the ship’s printer became
the ship’s passenger list. These passenger lists were in great de-
mand but, unfortunately, owing to a shortage of paper, only
eight hundred could be printed; two thousand could have been
sold with ease.

As soon as the Quartermaster and Adjutant became known
we were continually accosted with remarks such as “I say, old
boy, I know that you are frightfully busy but about my cabin. ..
I'm Major Snooks and I'm in a four-berth cabin on ‘C’ deck
and I know of 2 number of fellows junior to me who are on
‘A’ and ‘B’ decks.” Similar requests were also being made by
the civilian passengers. It was no one’s fault but with the pros-
pect of a voyage of at least three weeks in front of us something
had to be done. The allotment of accommodation to military
officers by ranks presented no difficulty; it was decided, therefore,
to form a committee of civilians to grade all civilian passengers
according to military ranks. Cabins were then re-allotted on
the general basis of Lieutenant-Colonels and above and their
equivalents to “A” deck, Majors and their equivalents to “B”
deck, Captains and their equivalents to *“C” deck and Subalterns
and their equivalents to “D” deck. This readjustment provided
some of the brains of the Army with one of the best problems
ever set either in or out of the Staff College and necessitated
over four hundred moves. The moves were carried out the third
day at sea and passengers had to hump their own baggage. On






