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EDITORIAL

The four days of debate in the House of Commons in October
served to bring Mr. Chamberlain’s actions and
the Munich settlement into better perspective,
and a majority of more than two to one was an emphatic endorse-
ment of the policy the Prime Minister had adopted. Mr. Cham-
berlain himself made the policy of his Government as plain as
could be desired. He explained that he had turned away from
the system of power politics by which Europe had been brought
to the brink of war and had attempted to set in its place a policy
of reconciliation in which Britain was prepared to accept the
leadership in removing those grievances which threatened a renewal
of war. But British leadership was confronted by an excessive

Munich and after.

nationalism bred of the indignities and inequalities of the past and
required to be supported by sufficient armed forces to ensure a
hearing for the voice of reason. His policy might be summed up
in two words, reconciliation and strength.

Against such a policy there emerged in Parliament and the
country roughly three schools of critics. First were the advocates
of preventive war, those who held that the object of British dip-
lomacy should be to prevent the emergence of any outstanding
military power on the continent of Europe, and who favoured
intervention by force at such time and under such circumstances
as the chances of victory would seem to justify. Theirs is the
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policy which Britain has pursued almost since the days of Marl-
borough, which brought us into war in 1914 and to the verge of
war last September. Second came the advocates of British prestige.
They denounced the Munich Agreement as a dishonourable sur-
render to threats and held that an act of justice denied to a weak
German Republic—here they were accurate enough in their facts,
for .the Sudeten problem had more: than once been brought. before
and ignored by the League of Nations—should have been refused
to a strong totalitarian state. The argument was advanced that
Britain had always been the champion of the weak against the
strong, but it was overlooked that Britain had also a tradition of
being the champion of justice against injustice. To refuse a
remedy for an admitted wrong to the German people merely on
the ground of British prestige could have done nothing but
strengthen the moral authority of National-Socialism as the one
protector of the wronged. Lastly came those, and admittedly
there were not many of them, who attributed Mr. Chamberlain’s
conciliatory policy towards Germany to a desire for an alliance
with the fascist states in order to stem the rising tide of commun-
ism. In support of this contention it was pointed out that Russia
had not been asked to play a part at Munich, but it was ignored
that Russia could have contributed nothing to the cause of peace.
She was never a party to the Sudeten dispute itself which con-
cerned nationality; not political doctrine; and as mediator she
must have been a hindrance owing to the mutual distrust between
the Soviet and National-Socialist Governments,

More illuminatine

g, however, than any of these arguments was

the fact that no critic had any constructive plan to offer in place
of the course pursued by the Prime Minister. Mr. Chamberlain
had been faced with problems arising out of the Versailles Treaty
and the resulting plans for the encirclement of Germany. When
the question came to a head in September there were three possible
courses open to Great Britain. She could have stood aside, shirked
her moral responsibility for an unjust settlement and so abdicated
all claim to leadership in Europe.  She might have intervened on
behalf of Czechoslovakia and used her armed forces to perpetuate
what had come to be recognised as an error; and in this connection
it is worth remembering that Lord Runciman, who had obtained an
intimate knowledge of the whole Sudeten problem on the spot
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had reported that a redrawing of the frontier was not only un-
-avoidable, but desirable in the interests of self-determination. She
could, and Mr. Chamberlain did, choose to intervene not as a
combatant but as mediator, with the result that the Sudeten ques-
tion was settled without recourse to war. And Mr. Chamberlain
did more than this, for he brought back an agreement signed by
the German Fiihrer and himself which, if it settled no specific
problem, at least recognised that the question of Anglo-German
relations was of the first importance to Europe and proclaimed
that consultation would be the method adopted to deal with any
further questions that might concern the two countries.

While we are convinced that Mr. Chamberlain was right in
what he did, at the time he did it, and that no better policy could
have been devised in the heat and stress of the moment, it must
be confessed that recent happenings in Germany have scarcely
been conducive to a better understanding between the two
countries. The reprisals taken by the German authorities for the
murder of a German diplomatist by a young and irresponsible

- Jew, of Polish extraction, have nct only disgusted the British
peoples, but have also shocked millions of decent Germans. The
German Press has maintained for some time a steady stream of
abuse against British institutions, British policy at home and
abroad, particularly in Palestine, and British statesmen. That
it should 'pursue the ocolonial question or be opposed to Britain
extending a helping hand to the Jews is, at the present time,
perhaps understandable, but for an official newspaper, controlled
by the Minister of Propaganda, to couple the name of a distingu-
ished British statesman with that of the Jewish murderer passes
the bounds of all decency. If we thought for a moment that
actions such as these were supported by the majority of Germans,
we could hold out no hope of better relations between the two
countries. But it is clear that they are not, and the most that can
be said is that excesses of this nature are wont to recoil on their
author.

The accrediting of Lord Perth to King Victor Emmanuel as
The King of Italy and Emperor of Ethiopia carried

lo-Italiax R . ‘s .-
A;_gg:ee,:e:: with it official recognition by Great Britain of

the sovereignty of Italy over the large territory she conquered two
years ago. It marked the end of a phase of tension as uncomfort-
B
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able as it was untraditional for the two powers concerned and the
beginning, we hope, of a better. Signor Mussolini’s declaration
that he desires no change in the territorial status quo in the
Mediterranean receives confirmation; the basis has been laid for a
comprehensive understanding in the Middle East, especially
perhaps in Arabia; and an intention to co-operate has been pro-
claimed in regard to Egypt. There are to be annual exchanges
of naval and military information, the main purpose of the former
being to ensure that no signatory of the 1936 Naval Agreement
shall steal a march on another in building ships. In actual fact
Italy has kept within the terms of that pact during the last two
years, without being bound by it. The Anglo-Italian Agreement
is a sound foundation on which to build and its conclusion has
been accepted with satisfaction throughout the British Empire.
In Italy an even warmer welcome was given. The Italian people
have long been anxious to resume their traditional attitude of
friendship with Great Britain. Commenting on the ratification of
the Agreement, the Italian Press emphasised the fact that the revival
of friendship between Great Britain and Italy was no more than a
return to the normal and that an episode regretted by both sides
had been obliterated. And it was interesting to note that the
Tribuna went so far as to admit that the British attitude towards
Italy during the Abyssinian War was not dictated “so much by
motives of self-interest, as by the sensibility of imperialistic elements
and the fanatical devotion to the League of Nations of the democra-
tic and Bolshevist elements.” “These two elements,” the paper wrote,
“adulterated the whole of moderate British opinion. and forced the
Government into a position of definite hostility towards Italy.”
Whether anyone in Britain would agree with this view is, perhaps,
debatable, but there must be few who wish to continue an un.
natural and unwarranted enmity with an old friend.

With the likelihood of genuine Anglo-Italian accord before
us, we can but hope that Franco-Italian relations which are nothing
short of deplorable at the moment will also soon be placed on a
more stable and permanent basis,

The Royal Commission presided over by the late Lord Peel

The Woodhead Published a report eighteen months ago recom-
Report. mending the partition of Palestine into an Arab
State, a Jewish State and Mandatory Territory. His Majesty’s
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Government expressed general agreement with the proposals and
shortly afterwards received permission from the Permanent Man-
dates Commission of the League of Nations to explore the practical
application of the scheme of partition, with the result that the
Woodhead Commission was appointed to recommend boundaries
for the proposed states and examine the economic problems
involved.

In their report the Woodhead Commission examine three
plans, which they label “A,” “B” and “C.” Plan “A” was that
recommended by the Peel Commission and is rejected on the
grounds that a Jewish State with an equal number of Jews and
Arabs and four-fifths of the land in Arab ownership is plainly
inconsistent with the principle that the fewest possible Arabs and
Arab en'terpriseS should be included in the Jewish State, and vice
versa. Plan “B” is identical with Plan A except that Galilee and a
predominantly Arab area at the southern extremity of the proposed
Jewish State are excluded: The Commission reject this scheme
too on the grounds that Galilee can not be placed under Arab
control without endangering the security of the Jewish State, its
retention under mandatory control would deny the Arabs their
independence, and Haifa—the one deep water harbour in the
country—could not be included in either state without serious
detriment to the other.

The majority of the Commission put forward Plan “C” as the
best they have been able to devise. That plan divides Palestine
into a northern and a southern part, both to be retained under
temporary mandate, and a central part consisting of an Arab State,
a Jewish State and the Jerusalem Enclave. The idea underlying
the temporary mandates is thac they should remain in being until
both races agree to their surrender to one or other of the indepen-
dent states, thus giving a binding assurance to the Arabs that they
will not be placed under the political; domination of the Jews
against their will. The Jerusalem Enclave is intended to be
permanently mandated. But the real difficulties in the way of
any scheme of partition lie in the budgetary prospects of the small
states created. Those prospects under Plan “C” are examined
exhaustively by the Commission, who anticipate a comfortable
surplus for the Jewish State but substantial deficits for the Arab
State and the mandated territory. Moreover there is no chance



] Editorial

of the Arab State being in a better financial position under any
other scheme of partition; the Jewish contributions to tax revenue
alone have enabled Palestine to balance its budgets up to date.
The Commission discard the recommendation of the Peel Com-
mission that the United Kingdom should make a capital payment
to the new Arab State on the ground that financial control would
have to be exercised if such a grant were made, and the Arab king-
dom could not then be called self-supporting or independent.

The Commission conclude that on a strict interpretation of
their terms of reference they have no alternative but to report that
they are unable to recommend boundaries for the proposed areas
which will afford a reasonable prospect of the eventual establish-
ment of self-supporting states. They go outside their terms of
reference however, and wisely so, when they suggest a modified
form of partition which they term economic federalism. Under
this both States would be required to enter a customs union with
the mandated territories under which fiscal policy would be deter-
mined by the Mandatory Power, which would collect the customs
revenue and distribute the net surplus according to an agreed
formula. Even so the Arab State would have to receive a portion
of the revenue which should, on purely financial grounds, go
to the mandated territory. While the arrangement proposed with-
holds fiscal autonomy from both Arab and Jewish States the
Commission recommend it as a satisfactory basis for settlement,
provided His Majesty’s Government is prepared to accept the large
financial liabilities involved.

But the recommendations of the Commission are not unani-
mous and the real sting in the report lies in the reservations made
by two out of its four members. Sir Alison Russell considers that
Plan B is preferable to Plan C, because a Jewish State of the small
area proposed in the latter is not in accordance with British obli-
gations to Jewry. Mr. Reid considers that Plan C is the best that
could be devised under the terms of reference, but deems it
impracticable on account of absence of consent, absence of equity,
absence of security, dismemberment of Palestine and absence of
solvency.

Soon after the publication of the report His Majesty’s Govern-
ment announced that they accepted the view that the creation of
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separate Arab and Jewish States was impracticable on administra-
tive and financial grounds and would continue their government
of the whole country for the present. They intended, as soon as
possible, to invite representatives of the Palestinian Arabs, the
Jewish Agency and Arabs of neighbouring states to a conference
in London regarding future policy in Palestine and immigration
into the country.

In Palestine the Woodhead Report was received without any
sign of pleasure, though there were no violent reactions. Terror-
ism and sabotage reached a high water mark towards the end of
October and have since shown a marked drop, but there is no
reason to suppose that the revolt is over. The Arabs are sus-
picious about the continued lack of any statement regarding future
immigration of Jews, and some at least are annoyed that the
Mufti should be excluded from the coming conference. Mean-
while there is an ever increasing number of Jews clamouring to
be allowed to enter the country. Altogether the prospects for the
conference are not very auspicious despite the fact that Egypt,
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Trans-Jordan and the Jewish Agency have
accepted the invitation to send representatives.

* * * *

October saw a considerable quickening in the course of events

The War in in China and by the end of the month one of

China. those turning points had been reached which so

often face a combatant who has obtained success everywhere but is

still, apparently, not within measurable distance of final success
anywhere,

In northern China, Japanese forces crossed the Yellow River
and cut the Lunghai Railway to the west of Chengchow. In eastern
Shansi Japanese troops took Wutaishan, a place which had served
as headquarters for the famous 8th Route Army since the early days
of the war and a centre from which guerilla activities had for some
time been directed. But apart from these minor successes Japanese
control in the north appears to be no greater and the guerilla
menace no less than they have been for months.

In central China the Japanese were steadily reinforced
throughout September and early in October had nine divisions
above Wuhu on the Yangtze. Steadily the various columns
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advancing on Hangkow closed in, successive Chinese lines of
defence being turned by landing operations on both banks of the
river, and on 25th October the first troops entered the capital. In
isolated cases the Chinese put up a stout resistance but, taken by
and large, they lacked the ability to take advantage of the facilities
for defence offered by the nature of the country. The siting of
positions was faulty, the artificial strengthening of defences rudi-
mentary and the idea of fighting a planned defensive battle simply
non-existent. Hangkow itself the Chinese authorities had decided
not to defend and a vast exodus of the population, including
General Chiang-Kai-shek and his wife who left for Yuanling, took
place. Bridges. military equipment and buildings, public utility
concerns and much Japanese property were destroyed before the
invaders entered the capital.

Meanwhile in southern China there had been indications for
some weeks that the Japanese were preparing a fresh operation, for
a force of two divisions and a brigade had been assembled in con-
voys off Formosa early in the month. On the 12th the first troops
of this force began landing on the northern shores of Bias Bay,
the one time notorious home of pirates. Three separate landings
were made and only at one point was any resistance encountered.
The subsequent advance inland, the cutting of the Canton
Kowloon railway and the capture of Canton itself followed so
rapidly as to give grounds for a suspicion that on the Chinese side
hopeless inefficiency had been combined with treachery. General
Yuhan-mou, the Commander-in-Chief of the Canton armies, cer-
tainly withdrew with precipitate haste before what was, after all,
only a small force, and then surrendered with some of his officers.
It is not easy to reconcile his actions with the constant avowal of
the Canton authorities to defend the city.

Whether these considerable successes will bring the China
“incident” to an end remains to be seen. The loss of Canton has
cut China’s last major link with the outside world, but it has been
estimated on fairly reliable authority that she has enough ammuni-
tion and equipment to continue resistance for some months, and it
is possible that further small amounts may reach her from the
Soviet or by the Burma Yunnan frontier. In fact, General Itagaki,
the Japanese War Minister, reviewing events after the fall of
Hangkow, stated openly that the Japanese Government had no
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intention of relaxing its efforts to eradicate General Chiang Kai-
shek and all influences embracing communism. If necessary Japa-
nese troops would march into the remotest parts of China. This
may well be necessary, for General Chiang Kai-shek’s prestige still
seems to be as high as ever, even if his material resources are
dwindling.

Above Hangkow river gorges would complicate the problem
of maintenance and rule out much of that close co-operation
between the army and navy which has been a feature of the Yangtze
advance. Elsewhere a westward move would also be handicapped
by lack of communications. For the winter, then, it appears that
a halt may be called and an attempt made to consolidate the enor-
mous area at present under the nominal control of the Japanese
armies.

¥* * * *

The death of Kemal Ataturk removed one of the illustrious
Kemal figures of the post-war world.

Ataturk. Since May 1919 when Mustafa Kemal was
appointed Inspector-General of the forces in Eastern Anatolia,
the history of Turkey has been the history of his life. Within
a few weeks of his appointment Mustafa had become the embodi-
ment of Turkish resistance to the Greeks. Following on the Treaty
of Lausanne he was proclaimed Ghazi and a year later President
of the newly formed Turkish Republic. The following March
the Popular Party of which Kemal was leader passed a law abolish-
ing the Caliphate and banishing all members of the House of
Osman. The Caliphate abolished, the President turned his
attention to the secularizing of the country, and such measures
as the emancipation of women and the compulsory adoption of
surnames, the lack of which had for long caused confusion, fol-
lowed. From internal reform he turned his hand to foreign policy
and negotiated understandings with Russia, Britain, Greece and
his Balkan neighbours. Here, too his policy was crowned with
success, when in 1936 the Turkish Republic regained full sover-
eignty over the Dardanelles and the Bosphorus. Of the leaders
who emerged in post-war Europe none was faced with greater
difficulties and none accomplished more. In Kemal Ataturk
Britain has lost a friend and Turkey a patriot and leader.
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General f&met Inonu, a former prime minister and close
collaborator of Kemal Ataturk, was elected President of the
Republic in November.

#* * ¥ *
Referring two months ago to air defence requirements, Sir
The Royal Air Kingsley-Wood told the House of Commons that
Force. the Air Estimate for 193g-40 would amount to
about {200, 000,000, compared with f120,000,000 for the current
year, and that the first line strength would be increased by thirty
per cent. over the programme already authorised.

The fighter aircraft now on order, or to be ordered in the near
future, numbered between five and six thousand. The aircraft
industry was working to full capacity on orders for a considerable
period ahead. Output was already fifty per cent. greater than
it was last May and by May of this year the increase would be
one hundred and fifty per cent. Orders had been placed in the
United States for four hundred training and reconnaissance
machines and negotiations with Canadian manufacturers were in
progress. Balloon defences would be in operation this summer
in a number of provincial centres and requirements in London
were already practically complete.

The Government aimed at producing a sound and well
balanced Air Force on a high standard of preparedness and wich
adequate reserves. Satisfactory as recruiting had been, there was
still need for a progressive increase in personnel to meet the new
requirements.

* #* * *

The problem of evacuating the civil population from indus-
The Evacuation 114l ar€as in the event of air attack is extremely
of London. intricate and it was hardly to be expected that a
small committee of members of the House of Commons would, or
indeed could, investigate that mass of detail which is properly the
sphere of Government departments. Nevertheless the report of the
Anderson Committee did cause some disappointment, since it was

confined almost entirely to principles.

The Report infers that the advisability of evacuation from
London and other centres is still an open question and points out
that no adequate inquiry has yet been made into the administrative
problems and financial demands which would be created by large
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scale movements of the population. In any case it decides quite
definitely against mass evacuation, on the grounds that no move-
ment of the civil population will be a substitute for adequate
efforts in active and passive air defence. The Committee consider-
ed that accommodation around London would suffice to take three
millions of refugees without overcrowding and recommended that
the acceptance of refugees be made compulsory. But that is as
far as they went in demanding sacrifices of individual liberty.
While they envisaged the possibilities, even the likelihood, of large
scale evacuation, they did not consider that evacuation should
be compulsory except in those areas in which the removal of the
civil population would be of direct military advantage. The most
pertinent remark made in the Report was that Greater London
must be treated as a single unit for the purpose of Air Raids
Precautions. The backwardness of the preparations last September
could, apparently, be traced to a large extent to the division of
tasks between nearly thirty boroughs, with the result that the
police force, which in provincial centresi is the basis of organization
for Air Raids Precautions purposes, played a small part in the
civilian defence of London.

This is certainly a matter which should be put right, for as
long as there is doubt about government policy local authorities
cannot be blamed. They must know who is to be evacuated,
who is to remain and who is to pay for transport. The security
of the population of London is of vital interest throughout the
Empire.



THE ITALO-ABYSSINIAN CAMPAIGN, 1935-36

[A lecture given before His Excellency Sir Henry Craik, Bart.,
K.C8.1., Governor of the Punjab, and the members of the United
Service Institution of India, on r4th July, by Lieut.-Colonel A.C.
Arnold, 0.B.E., M.c., The Royal Fusiliers.

The lecturer was introduced by Sir Aubrey Metcalfe, K.C.LE.,
CS.L, M.v.0. Secretary, External Affairs Department.]

Your ExcELLENCY, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

Before beginning this lecture I should like to emphasize chat
I give it purely and simply from the point of view of a soldier
endeavouring to present a straightforward and unbiased account
of the war, and at the end to draw certain deductions and lessons.
I shall therefore refrain from giving any opinion as to the moral
or political rights and wrongs of the Italo-Ethiopian quarrel.

Before dealing with the war itself it is desirable to under-
stand its causes and to do this one must delve into back history
since the causes of the war were as much historical and psycho-
logical as economic.

Italy is a young nation which arrived late in the scramble for
colonies in Africa. When she did arrive she entered the already
somewhat restricted field with zest and after a certain measure
of success her efforts ended disastrously on the field of Adua in
February 18g6. The defeat of Adua left a deep scar. Not only
did it cause the end of Itwalian colonial ambitions for a decade
and a half, but it left behind a sense of bitter shame that a
European country had suffered a crushing defeat at the hands
of a semi-civilized African race and had not had the will-power,
perseverance or moral courage to return to the charge and bring
the war to a successful conclusion.

By 1911, however, Italian imperialism had so far recovered
its morale that it was decided to risk further colonial adventures,
the result being the Libyan campaign of 1911. And questions
of colonial expansion subsequently figured prominently in the
bargain known as the Treaty of London, by which Italy entered
the war on the side of the Allies in 1915. At the Peace Treaties
following the conclusion of the Great War, Italian colonial aspira-
tions were left unsatisfied, and from the Italian point of view
the French and British were guilty of going back on their bargain.
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This left a feeling of intense dissatisfaction and bitterness and
from it grew a determination on the part of the ltalians to achieve
colonial expansion by their own action, should opportunity offer.

In 1928 Signor Mussolini came into power and at once began
the systematic regeneration of the Italian people. As you know,
he worked wonders internally and the Italian quickly lost the
inferiority complex under which he had laboured for some decades
and regained his self-assurance. Externally, however, all the other
big powers were loth to regard the Italians with the respect due to
a Great Power. This rankled, and as Italy continued to grow
in strength so did the desire grow to show the world that Italy
was, in fact, now a first-class power. In 1981, the financial crisis
brought home to the Italians with a shock how utterly dependent
they were on other nations for almost all their raw materials and,
as a corollary, their eyes turned again to the need for good colonies
as being the natural solution to their difficulties.

By 1932, therefore, Italy’s foreign policy had become definite-
ly aggressive, compound of a desire to show the world that she
had to be reckoned with as a first-class power and of eagerness
to expand colonially with a view to gaining a measure of self-
sufficiency in raw materials. It was in 1932 that Signor Mussolini’s
thoughts first seem to have begun to turn seriously towards Ethio-
pia. Here was a country reported to be fabulously rich in raw
materials of all kinds, a country with which Italy had a long account
to settle, and a country which by its slack administration constantly
gave its neighbours, of whom the Italians were one, serious cause
for complaint. It was, moreover, a country which separated geog-
raphically two existing Italian colonies and the intransigent atti-
tude of its rulers made collaboration between these colonies diffi-
cult.

In 1982 and 1933 much preliminary planning was done and
by 1933 Signor Mussolini seems to have made up his mind defi-
nitely that Italy’s colonial needs must be satisfied at Ethiopian
expense, and at a date not later than 1936. It was at first hoped
that an opportunity to intervene in Ethiopian affairs would occur
either as the result of some revolt amongst the Rases or through
some aggressive frontier action on the part of the Ethiopians which
would place the Italians in the position of victims and permit a
legitimate counter-offensive. During 1934, therefore, definite
plans for such a defensive counter-offensive were elaborated by
the Chiefs of Staff of the Fighting Services, and certain administra-
tive preparations in the shape of increased rail and road pro-
grammes were set in hand. The exact reason why Signor Mussolini
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selected 1936 as the latest date for a reckoning with Ethiopia has
never been explained, but I suggest that three reasons were contri-
butory. Firstly, the revival of Germany and her colonial ambi-
tions warned Signor Mussolini that he might scon not be the
only competitor in the field. Secondly, the rapid development,
material, moral and physical, of the Italian nation, was due to
reach its zenith about 1936, and this was obviously the moment
for action, before enthusiasm waned. Thirdly, increasing econo-
mic difficulties on the home front may have indicated that an
external' diversion would soon be desirable.

By the end of 1934, from purely military indications in
the two Italian colonies, the War Office in London became con-
vinced that the Italians were planning operations against Ethiopia.
Other departments of state, however, found it difficult to believe
that the Italians meant to push matters to a crisis since Ethiopia
and Great Britain, France and Italy were bound together by a
number of treaties, pacts and arbitration agreements. It was only
in late April 1935 that Italy really put her cards on the table,
by which time she was so deeply committed that she could not
draw back, even she wished to do so.

To return to the actual narrative, on zth December 1934 a
serious affray took place at Wal Wal between Italian irregulars
and the Ethiopian escort to the British-Ethiopian Boundary
Commission. This gave the Italians an excellent opportunity.
No one will probably ever know who really fired the first shot
at Wal Wal, but it is certain that the local Italian commander
was fully ready for a fight whereas the Ethiopians were not.
Italian tanks and aeroplanes were in action within a few minutes
of the battle opening, although theoretically there were none
within close call, while the Ethiopians still had canvas covers on
* their machine-guns. Again, it is not clear to what extent the
~affair was the responsibility of Captain Cimmaruta, the Italian
commander on the spot, or of higher authority, but there is some
reason to believe the former. Personally, I believe that Captain
Cimmaruta was actually responsible for the fight, but that he was
working on a generally aggressive directive from above. When
the news reached Rome, Signor Mussolini was faced with the
alternative of having to disown Captain Cimmaruta’s action or
else supporting him. He unhesitatingly selected the latter course
and made demands for reparations which were sufficiently severe to
ensure a long period of negotiation. During this period he
matured his plans. His instructions to General de Bono, who
was sent out as Governor-General on January 4th, 1935, are
interesting and read as follows:
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“You leave with an olive branch in your pocket. We will
see how the Wal Wal affair develops. If it suits us
to accept conditions arrived at by arbitration it will
be your task to announce your appointment to che
Fmperor, telling him that you have been sent out to
square up misunderstandings and to collaborate in
restoring good relations between our two states. At the
same time you must continue your preparations. If no
solution of the incident is reached, or one which is
not satisfactory to us, we will pursue events exclusively
according to our own point of view.”

General de Bono on arrival at Eritrea at once ordered the
mobilization of the Colonial Army and set in train intensive
administrative preparations for the reception of an expeditionary
force and for improving existing communications. Signor
Mussolini meanwhile had succeeded in obtaining from M. Laval
what he apparently understood to be the promise of a free hand
to do what he liked in Abyssinia in exchange for certain agree-
nients in Europe. ‘

Early in February 1935 Signor Mussolini was led to believe
that the Emperor was considering offensive action against Somalia
and decided to dispatch two metropolitan divisions to East Africa
to counter this threat. By the end of February, however, he
realised that the Emperor was unlikely to take the initiative so
he wrote to General de Bono the following directive:

“In case the Negus does not intend to attack, we ourselves
must take the initiative. That cannot be done unless
you have at your disposal, in addition to native troops,
at least 100,000 white troops, a number which must
rapidly rise to 200,000.”

He followed this up on March 8th with:

“It is my profound conviction that—we having to take the
initiative in the operations at the end of October or
end of September—you must have a total force of
300,000 men . . . without this force to keep up the
pressure of offensive penetration, the operations will
not have the energetic rhythm we desire . . . Also, in
view of possible international complications it is well
to hasten. For want of a few thousand men we lost
Adua! I will never commit that error. I will err on
the side of too many rather than too few . . . it is
essential not to postpone the date of October that we
have settled on for the commencement of operations,”
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Thus we see that by the middle of March 1935 the project had
changed from a defensive counter-offensive to a deliberately plan-
ned offensive which was to take place as soon as the rains ceased.
From this moment Signor Mussolini had no intention of accepting
a settlement, and every diplomatic move made was with the sole
idea of gaining time for preparations and of keeping the
Ethiopians quiet until the Italians were ready to strike. If further
proof of this were needed, it is only necessary to quote two more
of Signor Mussolini’s letters. In one dated May 18th he wrote:
“There is talk of a compromise. . . I have let it be understood
that we will under no circumstances turn back.” And again, on
26th June, when informing General de Bono of Mr. Eden’s visit
and proposals, he wrote: “You can imagine my reply the
English attitude is helping rather than harming us.”

By the end of September 1935 it was considered that in view
of the European situation it was essential that a start should be
made even if preparations were not entirely complete and on
September 29gth the advance was ordered for October grd without
a declaration of war,

Meanwhile the Ethiopians who had no intention whatever of
risking a single-handed quarrel with Italy had been carrying on
negotiations and offering various concessions through the League
of Nations and it was not until July 26th that, realising the danger,
the Emperor ordered general mobilization.

So much for the history of the period immediately preceding
the outbreak of war and its causes. Now let us turn to the
operations themselves.

The Italian plan was for General Graziani in Somalia to
contain the largest possible number of Ethiopian troops while
General de Bono in the north advanced rapidly and occupied that
portion of Tigre which the Italians had held prior to 18g6.
From a purely military point of view, a quick advance in the
south had certain advantages and might have forced a decisive
battle sooner than the northern advance, but from the point of
view of national morale the recapture of Adua was all-important.

The Ethiopian plan was dictated by the fact that they were
caught before their concentration was complete, and consisted
in a withdrawal from outlying provinces in the hope that an
opportunity would arise later to develop a counter-offensive against
the Italian lines of communication as they became attenuated, or
that League action would gradually take effect.

The war itself falls into four distinct phases. The first phase
is from the beginning of the campaign until the middle of
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November 1935 during which period the Italians held the initia-
tive. The initial advance on the northern front effected the
occupation of Tigre up to the line Adigrat—Adua—Axum, while
a second advance a month later reached Macalle and the line of
the Tacazze river. General de Bono from an administrative point
of view was not ready for this second bound but was ordered to
undertake it by Signor Mussolini in the following directive:
“There will not be complications in Europe before the English
elections fixed for the middle of November. By that date all
Tigre up to Macalle and beyond must be ours.”

Actually both advances were made with very little opposition
from the enemy though in the face of considerable natural
difficulties, and the fact that the second bound was made pre-
maturely led to serious difficulties later on.

On the southern front General Graziani made small advances
in several places, the most important of which ended in
the capture of Gorahai; but after the check at Ananle on
November 11th he relapsed into inaction for two months,
Though this was to a certain degree in accordance with his defen-
sive role it was principally due to the fact that at Ananle the
Italians lost three light tanks which had a bad effect on the morale
of the Somali native troops who had hitherto regarded tanks as
invulnerable. = The disaflection was so great that some units
actually had to be transferred to Libya,

The second phase lasted from the middle of November to the
middle of January. During this phase, for a variety of causes,
the initiative passed to the Ethiopians and the Italians found
themselves everywhere on the defensive. On the northern front
General de Bono’s rapid advance to Macalle and the Tacazze had
far outstripped the speed with which his communications could
be built up and he found himself having to supply large masses
of men over a most difficult terrain entirely unprovided with roads
and with insufficient transport. Added to this the Tacazze River
which had hitherto only been passable at certain known crossings
fell and ceased to be a military obstacle. At the same time the
Ethiopians had completed their much delayed mobilization and
concentration and their forces were beginning to infiltrate into the
Tembien and Shire. The first Ethiopian success occurred on 15th
December when Dedjazmatch Ayelu suddenly forded the river near
Mai Timchet and surprised the Italian garrison at the Dembeguina
pass, driving it back on to Selaclaca with considerable loss includ-
ing almost an entire company of tanks. Ayelu followed up his suc-
cess and on December 24th occupied Selaclaca which was evacuated
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by the Italians. He then planned a drive into Eritrea. Had this
ceme off, we know now that the Italian 2nd Corps had orders to
withdraw its right flank into Eritrea, evacuating Axum if neces-
sary. However, the drive never came off. Mustard gas was
dropped on Ayelu's troops by the Italians on December 24th with
the idea of preventing their further advance, and it certainly
had a delaying effect; but this excellent scheme was finally vetoed
by Ras Imru who had been sent by the Emperor to rake supreme
command of the forces in Shire. It is rather a tragedy that Ayelu
who was the most brilliant commander the Ethiopians produced
in the whole war was never trusted by the Emperor and Imru, a
man of inferior military calibre, was placed over his head in order
to watch him. Thereafter, the customary jealousy between
Ethiopian commanders prevented any useful co-operation between
these two.

Fighting also took place in the Tembien between the 18th and
2and December, when Ras Kassa advanced on Abbi Addi, and
the Italians, though tactically successful in repelling his assauls,
subsequently withdrew to the Warieu Pass.

Between January 2oth and 25th, serious fighting again occurred
in the Abbi Addi area as a result of an attempt by the Italian
native corps to clear the area and to dispose of the threat which
Ras Kassa’s presence there constituted to the Italian lines of com-
munication. A great deal of heavy but confused fighting resulted,
in the course of which a column of Italian Blackshirts was very
severely handled. When the fighting eventually died down both
sides occupied roughly the positions that they had held before it
began. Both sides subsequently claimed a victory; the Italians on
the grounds that Ras Kassa’s projected offensive against their
lines of communication was nipped in the bud, and the Ethiopians
on the grounds that the Italians had failed to dislodge them from
the Tembien.

Actually, in the course of both the Dembeguina and the
Abbi Addi fighting, considerable bodies of Italians were cut off
and surrounded by the Ethiopians, and in both cases only escaped
annihilation because the latter either dispersed to loot, or for
some other reason failed to push home their advantage. Had the
Italians experienced even a minor disaster at this period the
whole course of the war might well have been different, As it was,
the Italian High Command obtained a very gdod insight into
the fighting capabilities of the Ethiopians and realised that, though
personally brave, they were quite incapable of carrying out
concerted movements, .
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By the end of January, therefore, the position of the Italians
on the northern front was by no means happy. The Ethiopians
were well established in the Tembien which prevented the Italians
from using the Axum—DMacalle road and constituted a permanent
threat to the main Italian line of communication Adigrat—
Macalle.

During this period, Signor Mussolini, considering that the
military situation called for the best military commander that
Italy could produce, had replaced General de Bono in November
by Marshal Badoglio. On arrival the latter at once set about a
thorough reorganization of the whole of the administrative arrange-
ments—a task which taxed his energies and resources to the utmost.

Meanwhile, on the Southern front, the Ethiopian main forces
had concentrated in the Jijiga area under Ras Nacibou while
a second substantial force under Ras Dasta moved down from
Sidamo towards Graziani’s left flank about Dolo. In order to
relieve the pressure on the northern and home fronts and to dispose
of his threat to his own left flank Graziani, who had remained
inactive since Ananle, attacked Dasta on January 13th with mech-
anized forces, defeated him heavily at Nighelle, and drove the
remnants of his army back to Wadera. This easy victory was partly
due to the fact that the morale of Dasta’s army had been sapped
by gross maladministration and partly to the fact that his forces
tried to stand up to tanks in ideal tank country with disastrous
results. Graziani’s success not only had an excellent moral effect
in Rome and on the northern army but also caused considerable
alarm in the Ethiopian capital since it opened up a possible line
of advance on Addis Ababa, via Allata and the Lakes. This
resulted in the diversion of a number of Ethiopian troops intended
for the northern front into Sidamo.

During this period the Ethiopian northern armies had com-
pleted their concentration and at the beginning of February Ras
Moulougheta’s army was astride the “Imperial road,” Ras Kassa
and Ras Seyum were in the Tembien and Ras Imru and
Dedjazmatch Ayelu were still in Shire.

The third phase opened early in February when Marshal
Badoglio had so far put his administrative house in order that he
felt in a position to regain the initiative. The Italian Government
was being subjected to heavy pressure from the League, the effect
of sanctions was beginning to tell, the Italians held comparatively
little enemy country with which to bargain, and the rains were

- alréady within sight when the season for offensive campaigning
c
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must cease. He had therefore several powerful incentives to ‘vigor-
ous action, and the Ethiopian concentration gave him his oppor-

tunity. :

Iziarshal Badoglio decided to strike first at Ras Moulougheta’s
army which was occupying a strong position on and forward of
the Amba Aradam massif. He therefore concentrated, in and
forward of Macalle, two corps, the First and Third, a total of seven
divisions and a mass of eighty-one pieces of medium artillery.
This I think you will agree was a fine administrative achievement
as these large forces had to be concentrated and maintained on
the single road Adigrat—Macalle while, in addition, reserves of
supplies and ammunition had to be built up.

On the 11th February Marshal Badoglio launched his attack
under cover of a heavy artillery bombardment, and by the evening
of the 12th the Italians had captured the Ethiopian position
which protected the approaches to the Amba Aradam massif itself.
They then paused for two days while the heavy artillery moved
forward and attacked again on the 15ch, the Amba being finally
captured in the evening by the Alpini who stormed the crest
from the rear.

On the 13th an Echiopian force led by Bitwoded Maconnen
had carried out a counter-attack round the Italian left flank and
had actually succeeded in entering Macalle, but on Maconnen
becoming a casualty his force had dispersed. Had the Ethiopians
been able to maintain themselves in Macalle for even quite a short
time the position of the Italians would have been precarious.

Meanwhile on the Italian right flank Ras Kassa and Seyum
within sound and almost within sight of the battle made no move,
though they could have intervened wich large forces by the second
day, and in fact had instructions from the Emperor to do so.

On the 16th the remnants of Ras Moulougheta’s army retired
in disorder towards Dessye and were subjected to continuous and
concerted air attack including a proportion of mustard gas. The
last straw was when the Raia and Azebu Gallas, who had been in
touch with the Italians for some months, rose and attacked the
fugitives. From this moment the retreat became a complete rout
and all hope of rallving the fugitives was lost. Ras Moulougheta
himself was killed by the Gallas.

Having defeated Ras Moulougheta, Marshal Badoglio next
turned his attention to Ras Kassa and Seyum. He diverted the
grd Corps from the pursuit of Ras Moulougheta westwards along
the south bank of the River Gheva, afterwards turning them north
and throwing them across the river, This was a fine administra-
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tive performance as it entailed feeding the whole corps for three
days partly by air and partly by rations carried on man-pack.
At the same time the Eritrean Corps was set in motion from the
north-east so that the two Rases would be caught between the
two corps. Actually after one day of somewhat confused fighting
the Ethiopians managed to escape by night past the right flank
of the grd Corps, and it is possible that the Italians meant them
to do so. Their retreating columns were discovered by the Italian
air forces the next morning and were subjected to heavy air attack
with both bombs and gas which very soon turned their retreat into
a rout. Both forces subsequently broke up into small bodies and
dispersed towards their home districts.

Marshal Badoglio’s third blow was directed at Ras Imru and
Dejazmatch Ayelu in Shire. His plan of attack here was to
advance the 2nd Corps westwards in the direction of Selaclaca—
Coitza while the newly formed 4th Corps made a wide detour and
came down through the waterless country in northern Shire onto
the Ethiopian left flank. The attack opened on the 26th February
but the 2nd Corps met strong opposition and made little progress
during the first three days. On the fourth day, however, the advance
of the 4th Corps, which had been entirely supplied and watered
by air since it left Eritrea, made itself felt and the Ethiopian armies
retreated towards the crossing of the Tecazze at Mai Timchet.
Again, the Italian air force intervened and subjected the fugitives
to air and gas attack especially at the crossing. After crossing the
river Ayelu’s men who were close to their home district imme-
diately dispersed, whilst Imru’s men broke up into small bodies
and continued their headlong flight southwards, harried by cer-
tain sections of the local population.

Thus in the short space of three weeks Marshal Badoglio had
destroyed the three major ‘Ethiopian armies on the northern front,
had regained the initiative and had opened up the way to Addis
Ababa.

He now paused to appreciate the situation. His intelligence
service, which was very good, informed him accurately of the
complete state of disruption of the three defeated northern armies.
He also knew that there was a serious rebellion in Gojjam for the
suppression of which considerable forces had been diverted. and
that the only remaining enemy force between him and Addis
Ababa was the reserve army, including the Imperial Guard, which
was under the personal command of the Emperor in the Quoram-
Dessye area. The Marshal therefore decided that if he could defeat
this army there was a chance of being able to reach Addis Ababa
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and base himself on the railway before active operations were
stopped by the rains, an event which would normally occur in
about ten weeks' time. He realised that if he could not reach
Addis Ababa and use the railway, the line which he must hold
during the rainy season would be limited by the location of his
weatherproof roadheads and could not on reasonable estimates be
far south of the Tacazze. He therefore took the bold decision
of attempting the occupation of Addis Ababa before the rains
rendered further movement impossible, and with this end in view
ordered a general advance on all fronts. We now know how bold
a decision this was, seeing that with unlimited labour and under
peace conditions the road only reached Addis Ababa in June 193%.
The 1st and Eritrean Corps were directed down the Imperial
Road with the task of gaining contact with the Ethiopian reserve
army and bringing it to battle. The grd Corps was directed on
Socota where it could to a certain degree protect the flank of the
1st Corps, while three new lines of advance were initiated—one
from Assab to Sardo in the heart of the Danakil country; one
through the Semien vid Debat towards Gondar, and one parallel
to the Sudan border with Gondar as its objective. The advance
on Sardo was carried out by quite a small body of native troops
over a waterless volcanic desert, all supply, evacuation of casual-
' ties, e, being carried out by aircraft which landed near the
column daily. Sardo was occupied on March 11th. The advance
through the Semien was carried out by the 2nd Corps and grd
Eritrean Brigade, its object being to protect the flank of the Gondar
column and prevent Ras Imru’s and Dejazmatch Ayelu’s forces
from re-uniting. The advance on Gondar was made by an im-
provised mechanized column of five hundred vehicles under
Starace, the Secretary-General of the Fascist Party and a lieutenant.
general in the Militia. It was a remarkable performance. The
column advanced through trackless country often covered with
grass ten feet high and relied on aircraft for information and
local protection. Had the Ethiopians set alight the grass which
was tinder dry it is more than possible that the whole column
would have been annihilated. However, they did not and Gondar
was occupied on 1st April.

At the same time, Marshal Badoglio ordered his Quarter-
master-General to collect a large column of motor transport and
to hold it in readiness to march on Addis Ababa as soon as he
should give the word.

The 1st and Eritrean Corps continued their advance south-
wards with little opposition untjl they reached the area of the
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Mecan Pass. Here on March 27th the Marshal intercepted a wire-
less message from the Emperor to the Empress and learnt that the
Emperor was assembling the reserve army for attack. The two
Italian Corps therefore took up a strong defensive position about
Mai Cio.

On the morning of April 1st the Ethiopians, led by the
Imperial Guard, attacked with great violence and attacks contin-
ued throughout the day. Though at times the situation was
anxious the Italians were well entrenched and stood firm, and
the Ethiopian losses were enormous. In the evening the Italians
counter-attacked and occupied part of the Ethiopian position, and
during the night the Ethiopian army commenced its retreat. The
next morning, harassed by the Italian Air Force, the retreat be-
came a rout, and to make matters worse several local tribes at-
tacked the fugitives.

With this defeat all hope of organized resistance in the north
vanished, and after spending a miserable month as a fugitive the
Emperor left the country.

The reasons which decided the Emperor to risk all at Mai
Cio are still not known. He seems to have suddenly reverted to
the primitive attack methods of his ancestors probably due to a
state of mind engendered by extreme exhaustion, physical and
mental, pressure from his remaining chiefs and disappointment
at receiving a negative answer to a last desperate personal appeal
to Great Britain for help.

Marshal Badoglio, directly he had news of the victory at Mai
Cio, moved his headquarters by air to Dessye and ordered for-
ward the mechanical transport column which had been collected
for the march on Addis Ababa.

The actual advance on Addis Ababa was a very fine example
of endurance and administrative improvisation. It was carried
out in two columns. A mechanized column of seventeen hundred
and twenty vehicles manned by the 1st Corps moved along the
so-called main road through Debra Brehan, while a lightly
equipped Eritrean brigade moved on foot over the hills by the
direct track through Emberta. The former column was followed
by the bulk of the Eritrean Corps on foot. The advance began
on 23rd April. No enemy resistance was encountered but the
mechanized column found that the so-called road was little better
than a track without foundations, rendered almost impassable by
the rains and by Ethiopian demolitions. In many places every
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vehicle had to be man-handled and in others entirely new diver-
sions had to be cut out of the solid hillside. The Eritrean dis-
mounted brigade arrived within sight of Addis Ababa first and
it was not until May 4th that the motorized column made con-
tact with them. On the afternoon of May sth the two columns
entered Addis Ababa together, the city having been a prey to
looting and murder for the previous four days

To wurn back to the southern front. Early in March Ras
Nacibou thought, or was told, that it was his duty to produce
a diversion. He therefore called for his Turkish advisers, Wehib
Pasha and Farouk Bey, and demanded an appreciation.

The latter advised against an offensive and recommended on
the contrary that he should withdraw to the Harrar foothills and
there dig in and carry out intensive training; leaving small forces
on the low ground to harass the Italians whose line of communi-
cation, already long enough, would in the event of their trying
to advance be still further drawn out. Nacibou as usual ignored
their advice and decided to stage an offensive in the direction of
Denan. If successful, his troops were then to turn eastwards and
take Gorahai from the rear. As usual, much time was wasted in
fruitless discussion and it was not until April 15th that Nacibou
attacked. Not only were his forces inadequate but General
Graziani, who had intercepted all his opponent’s orders, had:
massed the Libyan division on his left flank to counter the threat.
The Ethiopian attack met with a small local success near
Dagamodo and was then checked by General Graziani who, on

the 1 5th, passed to the counter-offensive in three columns. The

left column consisted of the Libyan Division and a mechanized
force for exploitation. The centre column consisted of a native
brigade and irregulars under General Frusci and the right column
of Forest Militia and Irregulars under General Agostini.

Fierce fighting took place on the front of the Libyan Divi-
sion during the 16th and 17th and on the 18th the Ethiopians
started to withdraw along the whole front. The Italians followed
but the weather had by this time broken, thereby limiting air
action, and in spite of several days’ fierce fighting, especially on
April 24th and 25th, the Ethiopians managed to make good their
retreat with their forces still maintaining some sort of cohesion.

Daghabur was occupied on April goth, Harrar on May 8th
and contact with Marshal Badoglio’s troops was made by means
of the railway on May gth.

So ended organized resistance.
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Since then the Italians have been gradually but steadily
occupying and pacifying the country. Their methods have been
drastic, by our standards even ferocious. Broadly speaking, their
policy seems to be to eliminate the Amhara and a proportion of
the Shoans altogether, both by direct action and by encouraging
the one-time subject races to persecute their old oppressors. They
have had many minor reverses in the course of pacification and
have in every case exacted a savage vengeance. They have under-
taken an ambitious road programme which is going on reason-
ably well and the importation of Italian military colonists has
begun. The real trouble is that the whole framework of the
development scheme is too big. It was drawn up in the first flush
of victory when Signor Mussolini’s favours were all for the new
colony. Since then Spain has come into the limelight and the
East African colony has found itself with a huge framework and
slender resources. Perhaps a little disillusionment is also discern-
ible in that the country is not the El Dorado which the Italian
people were led to suppose, but one requiring years of patient
teil and development before it will pay dividends.

Nevertheless the Italians are there to stay and it is futile for
“Diehards” to try and keep alive the myth of Ethiopian indepen-
dence. The old Empire broke up on the field of Mai Cio and
the Emperor could not return to Ethiopia to-day even if the
Italians were not in occupation. Everything is topsy-turvy, the
Ambhara and the Shoans are scattered and the Galla and other
one-time subject races are up.

The constant opposition which the Italians are meeting is
no longer the opposition of a desperate nation but of a number
of independent tribes, races and districts who resent the white
man’s disciplined rule and methods. Whether the world recog-
nises Italian sovereignty in Ethiopia or not, affects them not one
whit. They are not in touch with the outside world and they
will go on giving trouble until they are tamed. Italy has a long
and hard road to travel in her East African colony just as we
have had in most of our colonial adventures, but barring a major
outside diversion such as an European war she will win through.

Before finishing, I would like to consider the military lessons
we can learn from the campaign, and appreciate how at the cost
of only some four-and-a-half thousand admitted casualties, Italy was
able in seven months to conquer an Empire, contrary to the prog-
nostications of all the chancelleries and general staffs of Europe
not excluding their own. To take the latter first. The initial
mistake the world made was not so much to underrate the
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capabilities of the Italians hut to overrate the cohesion of the
Ethiopian Empire. We now know that the outwardly united
front presented by the Ethiopian Empire was a facade, behind
which the bonds of Empire were loose indeed and quite incapable
of standing strain. The extent to which Italian propaganda and
gold had undermined the loyalty of many of the Ethiopian sub-
ject races was also not realized. Later, when the war had begun,
the failure of sanctions to take early effect and the lack of visible
assistance gradually induced a feeling of despair amongst the
Ethiopians. It was the reaction of a primitive people let down
by methods which they could not understand. When the edifice
did start crumbling poor communications prevented the Emperor
from exerting personal control, and a merciless use of the air arm
and of gas made the break-up complete. Italy was a signatory to
the Gas Convention and it had been assumed that she would
hesitate to use it.

The Ethiopian individually fought well but his higher
leaders were mostly men of straw, jealous of each other, dilatory
and incapable of sudden or sustained action. There was no com-
petent “small leader” class between the big feudal lords and the
soldiers such as is found amongst our own Indian frontier tribes.
When the feudal lord fell or was discredited, his whole force at
once lost cohesion and discipline.

To turn to the military lessons:

The most important I will give in Marshal Badoglio’s own
words: “The war has upset much theoretical data, capacity of
roads and tracks, use of mechanical transport, length and speed
of marches, needs of the soldier. All this requires restudy in
accordance with the underlying conception of making greater
demands on all by all. This applies espedially to mechanical
transport which has now been proved capable of employment
under conditions previously considered impossible.”

Secondly, the whole administrative organization was on a
lavish, not to say wasteful scale, but it proved to be economical
in the long run since che war was finished in one year. The
wastage in lorries particularly was enormous. Are we not some-
times inclined to be overcareful of our material?

Thirdly, the Italians are very much more competent in every
way than they appear to be to the average Anglo-Saxon observer.
The appearance of their troops and equipment is often slovenly
by Anglo-Saxon standards but because troops appear slovenly it
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does not mean, as it would with us, that their morale has dete-
riorated. It is a matter of difference in temperament and differ-
ent values set on different qualities.

Fourthly, use of the air arm was interesting and novel. Apart
from wholesale supply by air, aircraft often took the place of
ground troops in both defence and attack. In the latter case low
flying aircraft were used for providing covering fire instead of
artillery. It is important to note that this was done against an
enemy possessing no air force, but nevertheless the subject merits
careful study for our own small wars. :

Fifthly, the quality of the Eritrean troops and of their white
officers proved to be high. At present the expansion of Italy's
colonial army in Ethiopia is not excessive for the task of paci-
fication, but should Italy ever think fit to build up a large colonial
army there, the quality will be high.

In conclusion, I think one must pay a tribute to the general-
ship, power of accurate appreciation and will-power of Marshal
Badoglio; to the inherent hardiness of the Italian soldier; and
to the genius for improvisation of the Italian administrative staff.
In my opinion, Marshal Badoglio will find a place in history
amongst the great commanders. It is also worthy of note that
few great commanders have ever received from their Home
Government such complete confidence and whole-hearted support
as Marshal Badoglio received from Signor Mussolini. Perhaps
we as a race would do well to profit by that lesson.
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RAID ON ARSAL KOT AND GULZAMIR KOT,
21st JUNE 1937

During the Spring of 1937, when the fighting in Waziristan
was at its heaviest, the Faqir of Ipi, the leader of the tribal forces,
had held his headquarters impervious to continual air bombard-
ment in the big caves known as Arsal Kot. After the occupation
of Sham Plain in May 1937 troops had advanced in a converging
movement on Arsal, and Arsal Kot and the caves were destroyed.

The Faqir and his adherents disappeared into the mountain-
ous regions bordering the Shaktu and the troops had again with-
drawn to the Sham Plain where they were busily engaged in
opening of the country by road making. Taking advantage of
their preoccupation the Faqir began to feel his way cautiously back
to his old haunts, conveniently situated, as they were, on the
borders of Mahsud and Wazir land. By June he was back in
Baramand, only a mile from Arsal Kot, and the sniping of camps
and road protection troops and other acts of hostility were fre-
quent. The organisation and encouragement came from the Faqir
of Ipi.

At that time the Faqir had no large immediate following.
The gangs would come and go and there was always a number of
visitors, but the large lashkars had disappeared. On the other
hand the Faqir still had the sympathy of the tribes and his capture
would have had the greatest possible effect in bringing peace to
Waziristan.

On the 17th June reliable information was received that the
Faqir was at Gulzamir Kot, one mile south of Baramand, and a
plan was made to capture him. The plan was formed under the
following circumstances:

(a) There were two infantry brigades at Ghariom and one

infantry brigade at Coronation Camp.

(b) Ghariom is five and a half and Coronation Camp eight

and a quarter miles as the crow flies from Gulzamir
Kot. The intervening country in both cases is
difficult and hilly.

(¢) If Scouts were to do the raid it was estimated that sixteen

platoons would be necessary. But neither the Tochi
Scouts nor the South Waziristan Scouts could, indi-

vidually, raise sixteen platoons and at the same time
hold their existing forts and camps. Therefore, if
Scouts were chosen this would entail a combined force
from both Corps.
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(d) The imperative factor was to ensure secrecy. The only
hope of the raid being a success was that it should
come as a complete surprise.

(¢) It was not expected that the Faqir would have a large
following with him. But it was realised that if fighting
started at Gulzamir Kot a lashkar of a thousand
upwards might collect in two hours from the villages
north and south of Barari Narai and intercept the
raiding force in its way back to Sham.

In consideration of these factors it was decided that the raid
should be done by Scouts. Their speed, their practice in village
searching and round ups and their capabilities in breaking off an
engagement quickly and extricating themselves from a difficult
position made them suitable for the task. On the other hand,
there was danger of loss of secrecy in concentrating the force. In
the case of the South Waziristan Scouts the concentration entailed
a two hundred mile lorry move.

On the night 18/19th June eight platoons of the South
Waziristan Scouts under Major Skrine were moved by lorry from
Jandola via Tank and Bannu to Mir Ali, where they arrived in
day light and stayed for one day. On the 20th this party moved
by lorry to Dosalli where eight platoons of the Tochi Scouts under
Major Felix Williams had already been collected. At 6 p.m. on
the 20th the sixteen platoons, in lorries and escorted by tanks, pro-
ceeded from Dosalli to Ghariom.

The arrangements from here were as follows: —The Scouts
were to move out by night and raid the Gulzamir Kot area at
daybreak. As soon as possible after daybreak the ist Indian
Infantry Brigade was to arrive at Pasal, a point two miles up
stream from Arsal Kot and cover the Scouts in their retirement.

Major Felix Williams’ plan was as follows: —

(@) A combined march of both Scouts corps to the Shaktu
at Pasal along the nullah as shown in the sketch map.

(b) At Pasal the two corps were to split. The South Wazir-
istan Scouts were to make for the high slopes on the
south bank of the Shaktu and bear down on Gulzamir
Kot. The Tochi Scouts were to advance through Pasal
to the Baramand area, block the Shaktu, search the
area and, if necessary, provide a reserve to send to the
South Waziristan Scouts if needed on the south bank.
Both corps were to act independently in their areas,
but when ready to retire the order would come from
Major Skrine,
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The Scouts were to follow their usual method of night patrolling,
but special emphasis was laid on “No shooting.” If the enemy
opened fire men were to kneel, fix bayonets and wait for an
officer’s order. ‘

The Scouts had six British officers and were accompanied by
a gunner subaltern as forward observation officer and by their
own medical officer. The men numbered six hundred.

At 11 pm. the party moved off with Tochi Scouts leading,
Captain Gimson commanding the van. A last minute report that
twelve Mahsuds had been seen that day piqueting the route was
disregarded on the supposition, afterwards proved correct, that
this was only a day piquet.

The route followed was wia the Sham Algad, the track in
squares o726 and 0825 and thence down the nullah from 086254
to where it joins the Shaktu. There was a small moon, which
enabled the column to thread its way through the innumerable
boulders which lay across the narrow path, lying deep between
steep faced cliffs which closed in from time to time to form unscal-
able ravines. The column moved in a loose file march
formation spread over the best part of half a mile. The forward
platoons moved slowly enough, but those behind were running
most of the way in the endless concertina characteristic of night
marches. After three hours the Shaktu was reached, the distance
covered being about five miles. All was quiet and it seemed that
the mass of Mahsud villages which began one mile upstream in
the Shaktu were still unaware that the Scouts were now between
them and their Faqir. The South Waziristan Scouts now moved
to the south bank of the Shaktu, the Tochi Scouts remaining on
the northern side. From here the two corps moved independently.
The going was still difficult though less confined. There was now
no track to follow, but the bed of the Shaktu lay below, forming
both a guide and a dividing line. The last two miles of the
-advance took up two hours, and by 4 a.m. the Scouts were formed
up behind the areas to be searched. Forward reconnaissances
were made in the dark and at 4.45 a.m. the Scouts, breaking up
into smaller formations, moved forward into chosen positions
round the area. First light was at 5 a.m., and by 5.15 a.m. the
Scouts were established in positions as under: —

Tochi Scouts—The ridge from (exclusive) Arsal to (exclusive)
Knoll 156278, with a block in the Shaktu about 1582#5.

South Waziristan Scouts—The high ground on the general
line 154364 to 143263 with a block in the Shaktu about 141266.
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At .15 am. the search began in the following areas:
Tochi Scouts—The ground lying in squares 1427 and 1527.

South WazirisTan Scouts—The nullahs in square 1426 to
their junction with the Shaktu; later Gulzamir Kot and the other
Kots shown on the map in square 1426 and the ground in square
1426 and 1526. The blocks remained in position and the searching
partiés with fixed bayonets moved off in well opened formations
into their areas. The first thing to be noticed by the Tochi
Scouts was a small village on the left bank, not marked on the
map, at 157270. Scouts entered the huts which they found to
be deserted except for one of them in which were two Hindus,
lying bound and gagged in a corner of the room. While the
Hindus were being released another party of Scouts noticed some
caves near the village which were occupied. One man in the
mouth of a cave was laying a careful aim with his rifle, but seeing
the Scouts advancing rapidly towards him he hastily abandoned his
rifle and he, together with three companions surrendered. He
afterwards proved to be the much wanted Arsal, the host of the
Faqir of Ipi throughout the spring fighting. The two Hindus
had been kidnapped from Bannu four months previously and were
being held to ransom. They were in a half starved condition
being little more than skin and bone, and were incoherent in their
gratitude on being released.

In the South Waziristan Scouts area seven Mahsuds were
arrested in Gulzamir Kot. There were also a few women about
the place who were left, but were not allowed beyond the blocks,
At 6 a.m. a man was seen approaching the village from the Shaktu,
He was ordered to halt but attempted to run away. When
surrounded he calmly lay down and loaded his rifle, whereupon
he was shot dead. He afterwards turned out to be a Mahsud
mullah who had been a figure of some importance in the Fagir’s
headquarters. ,

At 6.30 a.m. the search was over. The Faqir was not in the
area. The countryside was quiet and the one shot fired during
the operation did not appear to have attracted attention. The
withdrawal was organised and commanded by Major Skrine and the
Scouts of both Corps fell back through a series of blocks. There
was no following up and the 1st Brigade was met holding their
position at Pasal. Ghariom was reached without incident.

Many days after the raid it was established that the Faqir had
received information on the zoth (the day before the raid) that
a raid was likely to be made on Gulzamir Kot, and had accordingly
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moved to Marsanzai Mela (not marked on the map), on the even-
ing of that day. On the arrival of the Scouts at Gulzamir Kot he
was said to have left Marsanzai Mela in an easterly direction, his
head muffled in a sheet. He thus very narrowly escaped capture.
But the area of the search had been stipulated and the limit fixed.
A non-observance of this limit might have led the Scouts through
an endless number of unnamed Kots extending down the banks
of the Shaktu until they were beyond supporting distance of the
brigade.

The results of the raid were the release of the Hindus and
the capture of Arsal. Following this capture the son of Arsal
made his peace with Government, and has since kept this area
quiet in the hopes of obtaining the release of his father from
prison.
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INDIA’S SEA HISTORY AND ITS LESSONS
By Lirur.-CoMMANDER H. E. FELSER PAINE, Royal Indian Navy.

In the carliest days of India’s sea history, Indo-European
trade was carried on by Arabs and Phcenicians; the former in the
Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and Indian Ocean, the latter in the Mediter-
ranean. Although the control of trade in the Mediterranean
passed through many hands in the succeeding centuries Pheeni-
cian, Greek, Roman and Venetian, the Arabs managed to retain
their monopoly on the seas east of Suez until the discovery of the
Cape Route and the arrival of the Portuguese.

As regards the Far East, trade between India and China
seems to have been carried on almost entirely by the latter country.
There are several excellent descriptions of Chinese craft from
such early writers as Ibn Batuta, Friar Jordanus, and Nicolo
Conti, all of whom agree that the junks of those days were large
and well built. Ibn Batuta mentions that thirteen Chinese junks
were lying off Calicut when he was there. He describes the
largest as carrying six hundred sailors and four hundred soldiers,
others write of them as carrying crews of from two to three
hundred. Each large junk was accompanied by three or four
tenders, which were often used to tow their parent ship during a
calm. '

Gradually the Avab seamen must-have penetrated further
and further east, for when Vasco da Gama first arrived at Calicut
the Arabs seem to have had a complete monopoly of the sea trade
of the Indian Ocean. Apart from pirates, who were a menace
from the first, and private quarrcls with rival traders, they had
indeed had little opposition to fear. But an entirely new situa-
tion was created by the arrival of Vasco da Gama and his four
ships. It did not take the Arabs long to realise that this new rival
would soon become a real menace to their trade and they did
‘their best to destroy the newcomers.  Although greatly out-
numbered in their early fights, the Portuguese possessed two
distinct advantages, superior armament and greater tactical skill,
as a result of which both Da Gama and Albuquerque gained strik-
ing victories over their opponents.
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At that time the centre of trade in the East was the Malabar
Coast. From there ships sailed for the west either through the
Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea or by the Persian Gulf, and ships
trading between India and China passed through the Malacca
Straits. For any hostile fleet the obvious points of attack were
the entrances to these narrow seas, and it did not take the Portu-
guese long to discover this. Some eight years after Vasco da Gama
first sighted Calicut, a fort was built and a garrison established at
Socotra. Albuquerque with his squadron next sailed to Muscat
where the Sultan surrendered after a short action and agreed to
allow the Portuguese to build a fortified trading station. From
Muscat he proceeded up the Persian Gulf to Ormuz which
surrendered unconditionally after one of the most amazing
actions in the whole of naval history. The capture of such
places as Malacca and Goa followed later, and for a time ithe
Portuguese had squadrons of ships based on Goa, Aden, Ormuz
and Malacca, besides having additional bases at such places as
Cochin, Diu and Muscat. Thus they became complete masters
of the Indian Ocean. At one time Albuquerque even ordered
the blockade of the other West Coast ports so that all trade
would have to pass through Goa. His was undoubtedly a master
mind in the control of sea communications.

With the arrival of the Dutch and the English the whole
outlook of the Portuguese was changed. Up to that time their
sea communications had been comparatively safe but now, in
addition to defending their stations from attacks by land, they
had to be prepared to withstand attacks at sea. Still, they had
the great advantage of being in possession of fortified bases from

which their squadrons could pick up fresh supplies of ammunition
and stores.

While the Dutch had been penetrating the Malay Peninsula,
the English had been trying their luck in the Gulf of Cambay.
The Portuguese had a fortified base at Diu, and when, during
the sixth voyage of the East India Company, Sir Henry Middleton
arrived off Surat the presence of a Portuguese squadron prevented
the Gujeratis from doing any trade with him.

In February 1612 Captain Thomas Best sailed from
Gravesend with the “Dragon” and the “Hoseander.” Six months
later these two ships anchored off Surat, As there was no
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Portuguese squadron present Best at once started trade negotia-
tions and a treaty was signed with the Governors of Ahmedabad
and Surat. As soon as the Portuguese heard of Best’s arrival
a squadron of four galleons was sent to drive him away.

The Portuguese ships were bigger and far more heavily armed
than the small’ English vessels, but they were chiefly manned by
soldiers. The “Dragon” and the “Hoseander” were handy and
manned by expert seamen, with the result that the Portuguese were
continually outmanceuvred. After the first engagement, at one
period of which three enemy ships were ashore, Best went across
to the other side of the Gulf for water and supplies. When the
Portuguese followed, he at once put to sea and attacked them
and, after an engagement lasting two days, damaged them so
severely that they had to retreat to Diu for repairs and supplies.
Best, however, was also in a difficult position as he was running
short of ammunition and had no base to which he could return for
a further supply. Had the Portuguese attacked him again a very
different story might have been written, but although they once
again appeared in sight, they left his two ships severely alone,
neither did they interfere with the merchants who had been left
on shore. Thus was struck the first blow for English trade in
the east.

Mecanwhile the Dutch had concentrated on the Malay
Archipelago.  Although they failed for some time to capture
Malacca from the Portuguese, they were able to found their own
headquarters at Batavia, close to the Straits of Sunda, and to
destroy any English trade which existed in that region. And the
Portuguese themselves were unable, owing to shortage of ships,
to interfere seriously with this establishment of Dutch trade.
‘By the beginning of the seventeenth century the three E'uropean
powers were fighting, more or less openly, for control of the Indian
Ocean. Shortly afterwards the Dutch and the East India com-
pany at home concluded an alliance against the Portuguese and
a combined Dutch and English fleet blockaded Goa. This
meant that, although the Portuguese still held Goa, no merchan-
dise or ships could get back to Portugal. It also meant that no
reinforcements {from Indian shores could reach the Portuguese
squadron in the Persian Gulf, a fact of which the East India
Company were quick to take advantage. An expedition was des-
patched, which destroyed the Portuguese squadron in the Gulf

D
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and, with the aid of Persian troops, captured Ormuz. By 1650
Portugal’s sea power in the east had vanished. @ Malacca had
been captured after a siege of over ten years, Goa had been block-
aded several years in succession so that its trade with Lisbon had
come to a standstill, Muscat had been taken by the Arabs, Galle
and Trincomalee had fallen to the Dutch. The Portuguese who
had started the century with the tremendous advantage of being
the only nation with good fortified bases in the east had lost
them through having insufficient ships to keep their sea communi-
cations open.  The Dutch, in particular, with their superior
fleet, were building or capturing bases as they required them.
Meanwhile the English, who were badly in need of a fortified
harbour, were ill:prepared in the east for the war which broke
out with Holland in 1652, and an English fleet was severely
defeated in the Gulf of Cambay. Fortunately, however, for the
East India Company, English fleets in home waters gained deci-
sive victories, with the result that they could await and capture
the rich convoys from Batavia as they proceeded up the English
Channel. When peace was declared, the Dutch were compelled
to recognise the rights of the East India Company in Eastern
waters. In spite of this it may be said that throughout the second
half of the seventeenth century the whole of the eastern trade
was, more or less, controlled by the Dutch and it was only the
superiority of the English fleet in home waters that prevented
the former from taking action against the East India Company
settlements. And the latter were steadily expanding.  The
foundations of Fort St. George were laid at Madras in 1639.
Bombay was acquired as part of the dowry of Catherine of
Braganza in 1662, and by 1686 Englishmen had started to settle
at Calcutta,

The closing years of the century brought trouble of a different
sort. 'There was a shortage of both English and Dutch ships in
the east, with a consequent loss of European prestige. A Moham-
medan fleet of nearly a hundred ships blockaded Bombay, which
had recently become a headquarters of the East India Company,
but failed to capture it. At the same time the Sultan of Muscat’s
fleet attacked the Mahratta sea forces and raided many of the
Malabar ports. A few years later this same fleet attacked and

captured a great part of Portuguese East Africa, which for a time
became a colony of Muscat.






