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EDITORIAL

On 19th May 1911 a contingent of Indian troops left Bombay

on the Royal Indian Marine steamer Dufferin to

The
His late

Coronation. take part in ‘the coronation ceremony of
MajCSty King George the Fifth. The contingent of over 8oo men
contained representatives of the Volunteer Force and of the
Imperial Service Troops in addition to at least one Indian officer

from every regiment and corps of the Indian Army.

The contingent which leaves India this month for the corona-

tion of His Majesty King G
the general lines of the 1911
Again each regiment and corps
Indian officer. Officers of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces

and of the Indian States Forces will also be present. There are
about the present contingent.

body of police from

eorge the Sixth is slightly smaller, but
arrangements are being followed.
of the Indian Army will send an

however certain points of interest
In the first place it includes a representative
every province in India. Then the Indian Air Force, non-existent
in 1911, will be represented by two Indian officers; while a ship
of the Royal Indian Navy will take part in the Naval Review at
Spithead. Although Burma is now separated from India, Burman
representatives are included it
to note that the Nepalese Government have allow

7 the contingent; and it is pleasing
ed Gurkha

officers to take part.
Three hundred men of the contingent will march in the
accommodation has been arranged

Coronation procession while
an excellent view. T he

from which the remainder will obtain
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whole will be under the command of Colonel C. O. Harvey, c.v.0.,

C.B.E., M.C.
* * * *

The detailed estimates for the Services at home have not
reached India at the time of going to Press. That
Britain had allowed her defence forces to fall to a
level quite inconsonant with the influence she desired to have in
European affairs was well known. But the bill which tax-payers
will have to face is unexpectedly large. Under these circumstances
the tax-payer will be more than usually concerned to see that he
gets value for money. Rapid rearmament is apt at the best of

Rearmament,

times to be uneconomical rearmament.

The Navy estimates total £1o5 million, an increase of £49
million over the estimates for 1934-g5, the last year of normal
post-war expenditure. ~ One of the largest increases is for new
construction which includes three battleships, two aircraft
carriers and seven cruisers in addition to smaller craft. Battleships
at eight million apiece are notoriously expensive. It was sound
policy therefore for the Government to forestall criticism by
issuing to the public the report of the sub-committee of the
Committee of Imperial Defence on the vulnerability of capital
ships to air attack.

The Navy may have to operate in narrow waters within easy
range of hostile land-based aircraft and the danger from air attack
under such conditions will be a real one. ~ What is so often
forgotten is that the Navy is also responsible for the protection
of trade routes and for that purpose may have to operate in wider
seas. In the absence of a powerful British fleet, an enemy might
place himself without interference across those trade routes on
which we depend for our national existence. At present our air
forces cannot perform the role of capital ships by holding in check
enemy capital ships. Admittedly the radius of action of aircraft
will increase, but the provision all over the world of enough
aircraft to deal with probable contingencies would entail some-
thing approaching a two-power standard in the air with immense
provision of facilities of all sorts.

While the report has done much to clear the air as regards
this vexed question, it is in no sense a conclusive one. The
Committee definitely consider that further experiments are neces-
sary. We may therefore hear more of the question as naval and
air rearmament progresses,
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Army estimates for the year amount to over £82 million, an
increase over 1934-g5 figures of £42 million. Immediate additions
are two infantry battalions; but a large proportion of the increase
is due to the provision of new barracks throughout England and
the creation of an adequate reserve of ammunition and material.
It is satisfactory to learn that recruitment for the Territorial Army
is improving in spite of the fact that precedence has had to be
given to Regular Army requirements to the almost total exclu-
sion of the needs of the former. It is regrettable that there has
as yet been little response to join the Regular Army.

Air rearmament is a subject in which the public are naturally
becoming more and more interested. Estimates amount to £88
million which compares with the meagre figure of L17% million
spent on the Royal Air Force in 1934-35.

The gross total includes the grant for the Fleet Air Arm,
which is to be increased from 217 to 278 first line aircraft. In a
memorandum accompanying the estimates Lord Swinton pointed
out that the present scheme provides for 124 squadrons. In
addition ten special units of the Auxiliary Air Force are to be
raised to operate the balloon barrage scheme for the defence of
London. Acquisition of ground for aerodromes and construction
account for substantial

)

of buildings, including “shadow factories,’
sums,

In spite of the great cost, few objections have been raised to
rearmament. The need for it is realised only too well. Criticism
has been directed rather towards a supposed lack of co-ordination
in the Government’s plans. It was reassuring therefore to read
Sir Thomas Inskip’s speech in which he informed the House that
many major questions had been reviewed not only by the three
services but by all departments concerned. He quoted among
others the questions of coast defence, anti-aircraft defence of Great
Britain, accumulation of war reserves and development of indus-
try. An essential feature of the Government’s proposals is that
the defence programme shall remain flexible in view of the
rapidity of change due to the intensive application of scientific
research. Two factors are perhaps primarily responsible for the
fifteen hundred million which it is estimated may be required.
The first is the need for creating what has become known as a “war
potential.” It is not enough to equip defence forces. Replace-
ment in war must be ensured. The second is the extent of the

many new air defence measures involved.



118 Editorial

That the bill will mean fresh burdens is obvious. We have
no doubt however that the taxpayer will willingly bear the burden
provided he is convinced of the need and is kept fully informed
as to the progress of rearmament. The one thing to which he will
take exception is to be asked to find money, when he feels that
he is not being taken fully into the confidence of those who spend
it. The Services have little to fear so long as their demands are
openly and reasonably expressed.

* * * *

The doctrine pronounced by President Monroe rather more
Pans than a hundred years ago was aimed at the time
Americanism. against deliberate exploitation of the New World,
particularly of the South American continent, by European
powers. But South American states have travelled far since then.
With increasing population and wealth they have developed a
strong individuality of their own. It is still too early to view the
work of the Pan-American Conference recently concluded at
Buenos Aires in correct perspective. ‘To appreciate it at all, it is
necessary to see world affairs with Latin-American eyes. There is
for instance the influence of Washington, traditional protector of
the continent, predominant in Central America, with increasing
financial interests in Argentina, Brazil and Chile. Then there 1s
Geneva and behind it, to American eyes at least, lies London.
Economic ties between South America and Europe are still close.

In one way however the attraction of Washington is increas-
ing. In the last century it was fashionable to deride the Monroe
Doctrine. Who indeed could attack South America, remote as she
was? But ideas in this respect are changing. As a Buenos Aires
paper points out: “Distance destroyed; America has only the
Monroe Doctrine to fall back on. The attractiveness of a
Western neutrality block and of an American peace system are
evident.”

The programme of the Conference was obviously overburden-
ed.

Economic resolutions were proposed, the implications of
which had not been fully considered, and a Pan-American eco-
nomic union is still far from being an accomplished fact. Three
important agreements were however signed. The first two estab-
lish a system of mutual security by consultation and co-operation.
These regional pacts may be a natural and evolutionary step
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towards world peace. As such they are to be welcomed. Against
this it must be remembered that they are opposed to some extent
to League ideas of universality.

The third agreement, which was universally accepted, rules out
any form of intervention, direct or indirect, in the affairs of any
other country on the ground that intervention is always a threat
to peace. To what extent non-interference can be carried out in
emergency remains to be seen. History certainly shows that it is
extremely difficult for any nation to maintain an attitude of strict
neutrality during a major conflict.

It is this agreement however which Central and Southern
American opinion regards as peculiarly significant; since it is held
to transform the Monroe Doctrine from a United States policy
into a multilateral engagement for which all American states have
made themselves equally responsible. If this agreement is ratified
by the legislature, Washington will indeed have surrendered its
position as sole protector of the American continent. But it is
hard to see how the United States can abandon her
position in regard to the Panama Canal. Panama is an area in
which she is vitally interested and for this reason alone the agree-
ment will probably meet with criticism from Congress and the
Senate. It may well be that the Monroe Doctrine will be replaced
by a more limited but none the less definite “Isthmian Doctrine”.
The position will no doubt be clear when the next Pan-American
Conference meets at Lima in 1938.

* * * *
Based on Montesquieu’s doctrine of a sharply drawn distinc-
; tion between the powers of the executive, the
The Constitu- : e -
tion of the legislature and the judiciary, the constitution of
United States. (1. {United States of America has always been
an extremely rigid one.

Laws passed by the legislature may conflict with the funda-
mental laws of the written constitution in which case it is the duty
of the Supreme Court to pronounce them ‘ultra vires.” To amend
the constitution requires not only the approval of two-thirds of the
Congress but subsequent ratification by three out of every four
State legislatures. ~Amendment is at the best of times a lengthy
and uncertain process.

To have his National Recovery measures pronounced illegal
by the judiciary must have been peculiarly irritating to President






