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EDITORIAL

In spite of the efforts made by the League during the summer
of 1935 to avert war, Italy refused to be turned
aside from her object and on the 3rd October
.commenced operations against Abyssinia without a formal declaration
of war. It is not proposed to give a detailed account of the progress
of these operations. Enough has appeared in the Press, not only to
interest all students of the situation, but to mystify them thoroughly
as to what is really the true state of affairs.
After a practically unopposed Italian advance to Makale in the
North, and to a short distance into Ogaden in the South, there has
heen little movement on either front for some time.

Ttaly and Abyssinia.

The original Italian Commander-in-Chief, General de Bono,
:apparently hoped to gain his object by the employment of mechanized
forces to as great an extent as possible, coupled with a definite road-
building programme. Considerable friction was reported between
the various Italian Commanders in the field, a parallel to the Adowa
(ampaign, and, finally, General de Bono was superseded by Marshal
Badoglio, the Italian Chief of the General Staff.

It appears that the Italians have relied on mechanization to a
greater extent than is warranted by the nature of the country, and
that Marshal Badoglio has been forced to halt, not only partially to
convert his transport system from a mechanized to a pack basis, but
also to clear the country behind, and on the flanks of his advancing
columns. It is unlikely, in view of the difficulties on the L. of C.
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that a further general advance will be possible in the near future.
The time factor operates against the Italians, who hope to gain as
much ground as possible before the spring rains; and in favour of
the Abyssinians, who need time in which to organise and equip their
forces with the munitions that are now allowed to be imported. There
are signs that the Abyssinians are already adopting a moreaggressive
attitude, and the next few weeks should be more fruitful of events.

It is not the local situation in Abyssinia, however, that is the
chief object of world interest at the moment, but the efforts of the
League and of its leading members to bring the war to a close. On
QOctober 12th fifty-one out of fifty-four nations voted in favour of the
application of sanctions. The date on which these were introduced
was the 18th November, and it was decided to place an embargo on
the supply of certain raw materials and key products to Italy.
Considerable protest was made by Italy, but the action of the League
has not yet had time to have any marked efiect upon her actions.

A ““ Sanction ” is the name which legal writers give to measures
for securing obedience to the law. These may consist of either («)
moral, (b) diplomatic, (¢) financial, (d) economic, or (¢) military
measures. Of these, only the economic and military measures are
likely to be really eflective. In view of possible reprisals by the
nation against which the latter are applied, and in consequence in
this case, the almost certain disturbance of the peace of Europe, if
not of the world, it is necessary to avoid military sanctions except
in the last resort. The danger is that economic sanctions, if applied
really stringently, may lead to military sanctions. It is this danger
that politicians fear, and this is the cause of the hesitation to apply
restrictions on the supply of oil to Italy.

It is probable that this is also the cause of the desperate efforts
that have been made by certain politicians to find an alternative
solution acceptable to all parties. The main principles on which
what may be termed the Paris proposals were based are :—

(@) Exchanges of territory advantageous to both Italy and
Abyssinia,.

(6) League assistance to Abyssinia for the purpose of social and
economic development.

(c) Special facilities for Italian settlers and companies in
connection with this economic development.
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In answer to the severe criticisms levelled from many quarters
‘it has been stated that these proposals are a basis of discussion only
and before being brought into force must be acceptable, not only to
the League, but to Italy and Abyssinia as well.

Whilst it is not possible to foretell the reactions of Italy and
the League, Abyssinia has already expressed her disapproval. From
her point of view this is understandable. She does not see why a
country which has been deemed the aggressor and is acting in defiance
of the veto of the League and who, up to the present, has not achieved
any real military success, should be given considerable territorial
gains at the expense of a fellow member of the League. Inthe words
of the Ethiopian Minister in France ‘‘If there is any question of
handing over territory to Italy, we shall fight on until no Abyssinian
is left alive rather than yield of our own free will to the aggressor.”

The Italian point of view may still be taken to be that expressed
in an article in the Popolo d'Italia of July 31st: * The essential
arguments absolutely unanswerable are two, the vital needs of the
Italian people and their security in East Africa............ The
solution of the problem can only be totalitarian. Any action of
expansion or any protectorate must be accompanied by military
measures. Italy is the only judge of her security in East Africa.
Put in military terms, the Italo-Abyssinian problem is simplicity
and logic itself. The problem admits of only one solution, with
Gleneva, without Geneva, or against Geneva.”

Such being the case, and unless ITtaly has undergone a change of
heart, any arbitration between the two countries would seem to be of
no avail. The most surprising thing is that Italy has still remained a
Member of the League, whilst challenging its authority.

It is impossible to see what the final reaction of Italy to the
sanctions will be, but the future cannot be described as hopeful. The
prospect of a complete collapse of Ttaly due to economic pressure, or
the disintegration of the League as a possible result of its failure to
achieve any result in the present dispute, are factors which, to put
it mildly, would tend to increase the feeling of insecurity in Europe.

% * % * % *®

The Naval conference which met in London on December 9th

‘The Naval Con- bO review and, if possible, revise the existing ratios
ference. in the size of the fleets of the leading naval powers,
is not likely to conclude its deliberations for some time. Previous
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attempts to discuss the problem have hitherto met with little success,.
as none of the Powers has been prepared to sacrifice any of their
principles in order to reach a common ground of agreement.

From previous discussions, and from what has appeared in the
Press up-to-date, it is evident that Japan, with her demand for parity
with the British Empire and the United States, is likely to prove the
greatest obstacle to agreement. Her demand for parity and for a
quantitative reduction in the size of fleets is based on the theory that
“ The equal strength of all navies will afford security as the attacking
side will always be at a disadvantage.”

It is difficult to see the force of this reasoning, as a nation whose
territorial interests are limited to the Western Pacific can not have
the same naval problems as one whose interests are world-wide. The
effect of parity with the British Empire would mean that, in the Far
East, at any rate, Japan would have an overwhelming superiority.
It is possible that Japan is considering only her policy of penetration
in China, and is afraid of anything that would prevent her having
the free hand she desires.

It is fortunate that agreement has already been reached between
England and Germany, and that we are in close accord with France.

Whilst any plan that would result in a cessation of competitive-
naval building would be welcomed, recent events have shown more
clearly than at any time since the end of the Great War, that the:
British Empire needs a sufficient and well equipped navy if its interests
are to be safeguarded. It is to be hoped that any solution found
will not prevent the deficiencies in this respect from being made
good.

* * * * *

The disturbances in the Mohmand country, which were mentioned

in the October 1935 number of this J ournal, led to-

a decision to extend the motor road from Yusuf

Khel over the Nahakki Pass into Kamalai-Halimzai territory. The

Nahakki Pass was captured without difficulty and with very little

opposition, but subsequent operations on the 29th September:

resulted in heavy casualties in the Nowshera Brigade, especially in
the Guides.

N.W.F. P.

The losses inflicted on the enemy on that occasion seem to have:
been the final effort that was needed to enforce submission, and on
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October 1st the Mohmand Jirga came in. On October 14th an
agreement was signed by which the Mohmands agreed :—

{z) That the motor road to the Nahakki Plain should be
completed without interference.

(b) That they would be responsible for maintaining friendly
relations, and for the action of all outlaws and bad
characters against Government or the friends of Govern-
ment.

(c) That Government was to be freed from the restrictions
imposed by the Ghalanai agreement of 1933.

(d) In the event of failure to observe these terms, Government
to take such action as was necessary.

In retwrn, and in consideration for the number of casualties
inflicted, Government decided to impose no fines and to take no
hostages. The road to the Nahakki Plain was completed on October
28th, and by the beginning of November all troops had returned to
their peace stations.

The situation in the Hazara District was restored comparatively
quickly, and a show of force was all that was required to disperse a
demonstration of tribesmen who have never been mnoted for their
martial qualities.

The Mohmand operations necessitated the employment of four
infantry brigades together with a large amount of artillery and other
troops and No. 1 Group, R. A.F. Ttis to be hoped that the
Mohmands will respect the recently concluded agreement better
than they did that of 1933. It is doubtful though if the Upper
Mohmands will ever be really pacified until such time as a road policy
similar to that in Waziristan has been completed.

# ® * 3 ® =



FIELD MARSHAL SIR PHILIP CHETWODE.
(A slight sketch)

“1 followed power to the last,
Gave her my best and Power followed Me.
It’s worth it—on my soul I'm speaking plain,
Here by the claret glasses, it’s worth it all.
I gave—no matter what I gave—I win.
I know I win. Mine’s work, good work that lives !”’
Kipling.

It is probably as unfair to use these rather bombastic lines as
a heading to an article on Sir Philip Chetwode as it was for Kipling
to put them into the mouth of the late Lord Dufferin. And yet,
although it is inconceivable that the late Commander-in-Chief in
India ever consciously followed Power, it is undeniable that Power
followed him and that he can, if he chooses, declare in equally
unmeasured terms that his work in India will live. But, that is the
last thing he will ever do. In the Victorian era Empire builders
suffered from no illusions or inhibitions regarding their labours and
were gratified to see their splendid exploits advertised in verse or
song ; it took a great war and victory to teach Englishmen to hide
their heads in confused modesty.

When one of the lesser known Greek philosophers stated that
& man’s destiny was to be found in his character he possibly had in
mind such a man as Sir Philip Chetwode. For when one surveys
the career of a young man, who in 1889 joined the 19th Hussars
from the militia, and finished his active service last November as a
Field Marshal, one of the greatest Commanders-in-Chief that India
has ever had, the secret of his success must lie necessarily in the
fundamental springs of his character, tradition and upbringing.

Sir Philip was wont to admit that he owed his success in some
measure to the education or training he received in the Cavalry arm,
which gave him a certain independence and width of outlook. These
qualities he certainly has, but it is a moot point if he would have
utilised them so advantageously for the Empire if behind them were
not that driving cl}aracter and clearheaded personality.,
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Of his early years in his regiment, both at home and in India,
there is no record, and we may suppose that he followed the traditional
pursuits of his contemporaries, polo, racing and shooting. Indeed
Sir Philip himself tells the sad story of his racing career brought to
-an expensive conclusion when it was discovered that his head jockey
was in the pay of bookmakers.

Then in the South African War which threw up a select coterie
-of cavalry leaders all destined later for greater things, Sir Philip was
in Ladysmith and lived on horse flesh. After the relief he and a
brother officer went to Durban and celebrated their release with
lobster mayonnaise and other delicacies. That gastronomical
-experiment nearly killed him, but may have, for all we know, laid
the foundations of his celebrated culinary knowledge.

From 1906 until 1908 Sir Philip was Assistant Military Secretary
to General French, then G. Q. C.-in-Chief, Aldershot, and it is not
unlikely that these few precious years mark the first big stepping-
stone of his military career. He got command of his regiment when
only forty years of age, and five years later was a Brigadier-General
earmarked for the Expeditionary Force.

Of his war services it is unnecessary to write here except to
mention in passing their extraordinary variety. The Retreat from
Mons with the 5th Cavalry Brigade, followed by command of the
2nd Cavalry Division and promotion to General rank. Then Egypt
and Palestine in various high commands (culminating in the command
of the corps which took Beer Sheba and Jerusalem) concluding
the war as a Lieut.-General commanding an Army Corps. These
years of active service brought him several honours and awards, and
of these one which gave him great pleasure was an invitation to
-consider himself a member of “I.Z.° for having kept his wicket
intact.

Then followed several years of unrelenting toil at the War
‘Office. First as Military Secretary when much of the work of
demobilisation of officers and their reposting fell on his shoulders ;
then a spell as Deputy Chief of the Imperial General Staff with Field
Marshal Sir Henry Wilson as his Chief. Two years more as Adjutant
-General, and eventually Aldershot reclaimed him as General Officer
‘Commanding-in-Chief.

When Sir Philip Chetwode came to India in 1928 as Chief of the
‘General Staff it was a foregone conclusion that he would be the next
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Commander-in-Chief, and his appointment to that post, the most
responsible military command in the Empire, occasioned no surprise.

It is too early yet to appraise his work in India or to place it
in its historical perspective. Every year, every month, almost every
week produced its major problem until latterly the Field Marshal was
in the habit of asking his staff officers; “ Well, what’s to-day’s
bombshell 27 No problem was too big, no question affecting the
training, equipment or health of the forces in India too complicated
to daunt him. Indeed, the more difficult the task, the more obstacles
%o its fulfilment confronted, the more *“ Oriental delays’ encountered,
the more did the Field Marshal enjoy its pursuit.

When one looks back on those past five years some idea of the
amount of work done can be gained.

We might first of all cast our minds back to the various field
operations, particularly those on the North West Frontier. In 1932
and in 1934 the tribesmen tried to interfere with the biennial relicfs.
to Chitral necessitating military and Air Force action. In 1933
also, 12,000 tribesmen entered Khost in Afghanistan and a serious
situation was only averted by the success of the Army in preventing
a further exodus and taking measures which secured the return of
those who had already crossed the border.

These annual operations, for so long accepted as a necessary
evil, were at last recognised as a waste of lives, time and money—
if some effort were not made to deal more quickly in future witl
hostile tribes by crushing incipient rebellion, and it was during Sir
Philip’s tenure of office that it became axiomatic that every expedition
should leave a road (if even a few miles) behind it. Thus in 1933
twenty miles of road were built in the Gandab Valley. In the spring
of last year a Brigade with the Royal Air Force assisted the political
authorities to re-establish authority in the Loe Agra Salient, and the-
troops built a road through the hills, and last summer the Gandab
road was extended over the Nahakki Pass. Time will show the
military and civilising value of these roads, and the credit for them
is shared between the Governor of the N. W. F. Province and Field
Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode who loyally supported him.

Whilst the covering troops and field army were thus engaged,
Internal Security units had their own less pleasant duties. The-
activities of the Red Shirts in the N. W. F. Province ; nearly twelve
months of armed rebellion in Burma ; terrorism in Bengal ; serious-
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situations in the Indian States of Kashmir and Alwar; bloody
communal riots in Cawnpore and Bombay; a massacre narrowly
averted in Karachi. All these called for military intervention, and
the Chief, watching these grim happenings anxiously and carefully,.
never interfered with the ““man on the spot’ but gave him whole-
heartedly his support, confidence and backing.

It has been said that “G” work was Sir Philip’s especial
favourite, and to a certain extent this is true if it means that he
waxed more enthusiastically over questions of training than he did
over drains. But there are files in every branch of A. H. Q., dealing
with every imaginable subject, which bear the impress of his clear
brain and rapid grasp of the pith of * the matter under reference.”
His knowledge, for instance, of Ceremonial Drill was as detailed as-
his conception of how an officer’s bungalow should be constructed.
He took a deep interest in the welfare of British troops in the East
and introduced several reforms which will add to their comfort and
well-being.

These are all minor points when compared with the two major
problems which were in the foreground throughout his whole tenure
of office, Indianisation and Economy. Increased Indianisation of
the forces in India was one of the foremost demands made by the-
delegates at the various Round Table Conferences. The logic of the
demand in the new Constitution is impeccable, and Sir Philip was
confronted with the unenviable task of satisfying legitimate political
aspirations so far as it seems possible to go at present without
imperilling the efficiency of the services. He himself would say it
now rests with Indians to prove that it can be carried further.

Giving every encouragement, personally and officially, to the-
birth and growth of the Indian Military Academy at Dehra Dun,.
he set his face sternly against any forensic political pressure in the
legislatures until each step had been tested, each rung surmounted.
At the same time he faithfully carried out the Indianising policy
of the Government of India and the Home authorities and, in place
of the eight-unit scheme, threw open to Indians all the different
branches of the services, including Engineer, Artillery and Air. He
has called upon India to train and produce the officers required for-
the number of units equivalent to a Cavalry Brigade and a Division,
with the proper complement of staffs, services and departments..
Naturally enough in such a great experiment he met with opposition.
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«of diverse character ; from ‘‘ Diehards” and traditionists of the old
school who oppose all reform whether constitutional or unconstitu-
tional ; from Indian politicians who appear to imagine that Major-
(tenerals are born and not made in the most rigorous school of service.
Between these antagonising opinions the Chief steered a serene,
steady course, as ready to whip the obstructionists as he was to lash
the extremists. Above all he ensured that real sympathy and
encouragement should be given to this great adventure and did
-everything possible by personal endeavour and personal touch to
guarantee its success. The Academy at Dehra Dun, which he loved
“to visit, pays eloquent testimony to the reality of his purpose.

When the great depression set in and rigid economy in all
services was the order of the day, the Indian Defence Budget was
the special target of politico-economical criticism. Determined to
maintain efficiency and at the same time to give practical support
at a time of unparalleled financial difficulty the Chief, assisted
loyally by all his officers, reduced the Military Budget by seven
millions sterling. This entailed a large reduction in mobilisation
stores and equipment, the hardship of a 10 p>r cent. cut in pay and
the postponement of many measures of modernisation dear to his
heart. And yet, despite the shortage of money and the preoccupation
with riots on our border and within our compound it is no exaggeration
to say that the Defence services have weathered the storm at any
rate for the time, and that the efficiency of the officers and men
-of the Army in India is as high as ever it has been.

Apart from his service activities Sir Philip had other public
~duties no less exacting and onerous than his purely military affairs.
As a Member of the Council of State he had on occasions to deliver
public pronouncements on Defence matters which were statements
-of Government’s policy, although generally éxpressed in characteristic
straightforward terms which came—sometimes—as a shock to his
more verbose audience. As a Member of the Viceroy’s Executive
Council the Field Marshal was closely associated with all the large
-questions of policy, both inside and outside the Defence sphere. Tt
is an open secret that his ripe wisdom and sane judgment on matters,
-even those outside and unrelated to Defence, carried great weight
with his colleagues. "

This concludes a rather hurried and totally inadéquate sketch
cof Sir Philip Chgtwode’s career. If it makes the reader ask what
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is the equipment of a man who can look back without misgiving on
a record of such multifarious achievement, one can only quofe the
words recently written about him in the ¢ Observer.”
“ An unrivalled mastery of his own profession, a flair for
selecting and concentrating on the essentials in every problem,
a readiness to take quick decisions and, on occasion to depart.
from the orthodox course—these are the attributes of a big man ;
and Sir Philip possesses them in abundance.”

Finally, those privileged to know Sir Philip Chetwode as a friend
(and he spent his life making friends) will always remember his
infectious good humour, his gift for lucid and forcible expression,.
his complete absence of ““side,” his friendliness, his generosity and
his charm. Those who served him received a liberal education in the-
arts of soldiering and living.



THE DIFFICULT ROAD
By “M. C. K.”

Many interesting articles have been written during the last few
-years describing journeys by road between India and England and
-every year more cars set out to follow the projected line of the inter-
national highway that the A. A. has planned to link London with
Calcutta. Some people avoid the difficult portions of this road by
railing or shipping the car, but by doing so they increase their
- expenditure and sacrifice some of the most interesting and lesser known
parts of the route for comfortable but monotonous journcys by
~train or ship.

Last March, two rather old and dilapidated cars containing five
army officers, left India and arrived in Syria three weeks later.
"The occupants were determined to be in England for Jubilee week,
but had set out to se2 as much as possible during the trip without
spending more than the equivalent of a second class fare from Bombay
to London. We had been given vivid accounts of the difficulties to
be encountered in Turkey and these became more alarming as the
~distance to that country decreased. In Beirut the only advice
obtained was to embark on a Messagerie or Lloyd Triestino in order to
-avoid Anatolia, but we wished to see this country where Cook’s tours
are unknown and where the new Turkey can be seen rising from the
historic surroundings and primitive conditions of Asia Minor. After
we had found out the Steamship Companies’ fares and investigated
the state of our own finances, we decided that our wish would have to
"be fulfilled.

A short description of the journey through Turkey at a time when
weather conditions were unfavourable, may help some intending
“travellers with the route and prevent them *running out” when
“they approach the greatest obstacle.

Arriving in an unknown foreign country always produces a fecling
-of adventure and subdued excitement. One is conscious of being a
guest and possibly unwelcome and one realises that information,
-advice or help may be difficult to obtain. Although this was the
fourth frontier we had come to during our trip, the feeling of suspense
"was even greater than when we left India three weeks before and
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entered Iran at the unattractive village of Mirjawa. We knew that
Turkish roads were bad, but the disused and grass covered track lead-
ing North from Alexandretta seemed appalling after the excellent
roads of Syria. We had been told that we might expect rain during
April which would increase our difficulties and all we could see of
Turkey, across the Bay of Iskanderun, was a range of forbidding
looking hills banked up with dense clouds. But our greatest anxieties
were that none of us spoke Turkish and that we had been unable to
obtain a map of Anatolia.

A few miles from Alexandretta we were delayed for a considerable
period at the Syrian frontier post while an official examined our
baggage and passports.

Half a mile further on we could see the small building of the
Turkish post but, before we could reach it, we were stopped by a zealous
-sentry. It appeared that the frontier was one hundred yards south
-of the building and was marked by a large stone lying by the track
and the sentry. He seemed to be prepared to use his bayonet if we
proceeded and appeared to have selected our radiator as a vital-
looking spot. We produced our passports and pointed out our
international driving plates but he remained immovable. However,
when we invited him to inspect the numerous and complicated car
papers he acknowledged defeat and escorted us to the building to obtain
.agsistance.

A young officer, who spoke a little French, gave us a charming
welcome to Turkey, dealt with our passports and took us to the railway
station where our luggage was examined. An interested crowd imme-
diately collected, but we were now used to such audiences and they
were only too willing to assist unloading our baggage. They showed
great interest in the car and while they talked we frequently recognised
the words ““ chuma chok ” (deep mud), they would then indicate a
level to show to what depth they expected we would sink. The most
pessimistic appeared to think that our radiator cap might not be
covered when we ploughed through the softest portions. When we
left the Customs there still remained an hour of daylight in which to
cover the ten miles to Dortyol. We bumped along a stony and muddy
track, threading our way between large masses of rock and clumps
of bushes. When about a mile short of Dortyol we came to a swiftly
flowing river and, not wishing to attempt the crossing in darkness,
we camped on the bank for the night. Early next morning, with the
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assistance of the wusual crowd that collected from nowhere, we:
carried our heavy kit across, waded into the ice cold water to clear
away some of the largest boulders and, after about two hours,
succeeded in bringing both cars over without any damage.

The police in Dortyol were very helpful and we were lucky in
finding a man who spoke a little French. He was able to point out the
track leading to Djehan, the next village, thirty-nine miles away. It
took us nine hours to cover this distance. There had been some rain
a few days before and the road was not metalled but consisted of soft,.
“black cotton” soil. It passed through cultivated areas and
sometimes a farmer had increased the size of a field by extending his
ploughing over the road. Often the track disappeared completely
and we were forced to retrace our way for some miles. There were
also several unbridged streams which had to be reconnoitred as the
fords were ill-defined and not always suitable for motors.

The country was beautiful and appeared to be very fertile.  ‘When
not under cultivation a profusion of wild flowers covered the hills, and
old ruined castles overlooked the railway line which was the only sign
of civilization. Once, when we were close to the line and discussing
whether we should drive the cars along the track, the Taurus express
passed and the Wagons Lits, with neat tables set for lunch, looked
strangely out of place.

The soldiers and village people in Djehan showed us every kind-
ness and hospitality and again the crowd never left us, taking a great
interest especially when we were washing, shaving or eating our meals.
The so-called hotel provided a bare room, but water was hard to
obtain and sanitary arrangements were non-existent. We had our
meals in a small eating house nearby.

The next day, continuing through the same type of country, we
were only able to cover nineteen miles during the first three hours.
We arrived at Adana early in the afternoon, but cashing a travellers
cheque at the Bank was a long business and we were delayed for over
two hours. At last we managed to buy a map. Itwasa kindergarten
affair, very highly coloured and with inter-provineial boundaries hut
not very much other detail. We noticed that we were on a first
class road and had already crossed the Taurus mountains! We
camped for the night one mile heyond Tarsus, having covered
sisty-four miles through some of the most beautiful country we
had seen.
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From Tarsus we climbed up towards the massive range of the
Taurus and the road improved. The scenery was magnificent. Pine
trecs, blossoms and wild flowers covered the hillsides and deep gorges
ran down from the snow-covered mountains. We had to buy some
petrol at Bozanti and were charged about four shillings and sixpence
per gallon. After Bozanti we passed through the Cilician Gates, and
suddenly the great Taurus range was bhehind us and it was impossible
to pick out the pass in the mountains where the road had come through.
We were now on the central plateau and could see the enormous
mass of Mt. Argaeus standing up about fifty miles to the north.
From Bozanti to Uli Kishla must be familiar to many British prisoners
of war in Turkey who worked on the construction of the railway
and maintenance of the road, or marched through on their way to
concentration camps. We had a quaint meal in a shop at Nigde and
continued for another ten miles, camping for the night after a day’s
run of one hundred miles.

Rain began at midnight and lying in our valises we tried to per-
suade ourselves that it was only a light shower. When we experienced
that uncomfortable feeling of water running down our necks we bundled
bedding, stores and cooking utensils into the cars and struggled into
our clothes. Very cold and horribly wet we drove off hoping to
reach a hetter road hefore the condition of the present one became
impassable.  The road was atrocious. Deep ruts filled with water
were responsible for much pushing and spade work and often the car
plonghed along erab fashion with the rear wheels in different ruts to
the front pair.

The rain stopped and at daylight we came to an unknown village
where we changed our clothes and drank numerous glasses of hot tea.
The cafe proprietor soon had a stove nearly red-hot and the male
population collected and showed a friendly interest. After our
enforeed early start we decided to try and reach Ankara that evening.
We felt confident that the road must improve as we approached the
capital, but conditions became worse and we spent the night in a
filthy lodging house at Kushire instead of a modern hotel in
Ankara,

The next morning we were early on the rcad and imagined that.
we would be in Ankara for lunch. From the top of the hill near
Kushire we could see that the surface of the road appeared to change
a few miles further on. We thought that all our troubles were now
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over and slithered down the greasy hill only to meet a fresh difficulty.
Many tons of loose stones had been spread over the road and the
surface had been badly cut up by heavy lorries—the ruts were far too
deep for our cars and it was impossible to avoid them. After about
one hundred yards the leading car came to rest in a hole where some
lorry had sunk axle deep, but only our running boards were damaged.
We dug a way out and, although the ground alongside was soft and
greasy, we continued across country and for the rest of the morning
ignored the highway. We reached Bala that evening and once again
spent a night under squalid conditions.,

On the morning of our seventh day in Turkey we were still fifty
miles from Ankara and were now experienced enough to know that
we might take as long as two days to cover this distance. However,
with our well known cry of “ Ankara for lunch,” we sct off. It had
snowed during the night and we were very short of petrol owing to
continual low gear work. A gallant attempt of our Ford to run on
paraffin was not a success, and we were stranded in a village for two
hours while the Chevrolet went ahead with only one gallon of petrol
in the tank. The villagers brought us glasses of tea and refused to
accept any payment. As soon as we finished drinking more appeared
and we did not like to refuse. They seemed to think we were
inveterate tea tipplers, but the local supply of this beverage was
saved by the arrival of a lorry which sold us a tin of petrol.

Barly that afternoon we slid down a mountain road deep in mud,
past groves of fruit trees in full blossom and entered the city of
Ankara. Only then, for the first time since leaving Alexandretta,
were we on a modern tarred road.

The phenomenal development of Ankara has occurred in the
last ten years. Nearly all the buildings are of the ultra-modern style
of architecture, but the flowing lines and rounded corners appear
meaningless when crowded together. When a building stands in an
open space—and there are many open spaces in Ankara—it is often
very impressive. The Military Staff Headquarters, Ismet Institute
and the Sergievi are the most striking.

Modern Ankara was created after the treaty of Lausanne in
1923 to take upon itself the dignity of a capital, and it owes its
selection to its strategic position and historic association. It is far
from ports and mapufacturing areas and, as the cost of transport
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is high and there is very little competition, prices of goods are
excessive. There are two thoroughly Europeanized hotels, but the
rates are enormous and the bill contains a staggering list of extras
however simply one has attempted to live.

A rocky hill with a precipitous North face dominates the
valley. The old citadel stands on the summit and appears to have
been built at a time of great emerzency, for its walls contain many
fragments of statues, broken columns and stones bearing Greek and
Hittite inscriptions. The old town stretches down the Southern and
Western slopes of the hill to the modern city and the open plain
beyond.

There is a road from Ankara direct to Haider Pasha and Scutari
but, as it passes through the Ismid military zone, it cannot be used,
without special permission. We had been told in Ankara that
transit visas were seldom given and could not be obtained at short
notice. Accordingly we had to take the road through Eskeshire and
Bursa to Mudania on the sea of Marmora.

We left Ankara early one morning. The tarmac road extended
for about four miles and then changed to a metalled surface full of
pot holes. At Estimut railway station, about ten miles out, we were
directed on the wrong road to Polati. We did not realise that it was
a short cut only possible in fine weather, so that when rain and sleet
appeared we struggled on, pushing, digging and becoming plastered
with mud. Chains on the wheels were of no assistance and only
held the clay which formed a solid mass between the mud-guards,
wheels and under-carriage. This was too much for our engine and

we had to work our way under the car and free the wheels every
few miles.

Late in the afternoon we returned to Estimut and only then
discovered that we had been on the wrong road. Two hours later
we reached the village of Ayas with our speedometer reading a day
trip of seventy-three miles but we could still see the lights of Ankara
about twenty miles away. From Ayas to Beybazari there are some
fair stretches of road in the hills where stone is easily obtained, but
there is no solid foundation so the surface is quickly cut up into ruts
which are a serious obstacle to the average touring car. The motor
traffic in Anatolia consists almost entirely of Ford and Chevrolet
lorries ; touring cars are seldom seen except in the large towns. We
only passed one car between Alexandretta and Ankara, and that
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contained a party of English botanists who had landed at Mersin and
were making their way to the region round Lake Van.

We were delayed in Beybazari for two days when the Chevrolet
broke its differential. We lived for this period in a bleak room above
a stable in a building which called itself an hotel, taking our meals
in a small restaurant. A newly killed lamb hung in the corner and
did not make our usual dish of garlic flavoured stew, bread and
“yougourt ” any more appetising. We spent many hours in the
local cafe where the entire male population assembled in the evenings
to drink coffee or, more often, small glasses of very sweet tea.

One of the methods of awakening national consciousness is the
display, in all public rooms, of posters showing important episodes of
the past. The usual set consists of a rather badly drawn picture of
the British fleet which appears to be charging a fort on Gallipoli,
a view depicting Turkish women working on the lines of communica-
tion through the Taurus, and Turkish cavalry chasing the Greek army
into the sea. There is always a picture of Kamal Ataturk looking
very ferocious, but arrayed in full evening dress.

During our stay in Beybazari we made many firm friends and,
but for the assistance of the local chemist, hotel proprietor and Singer
sewing machine agent, we would have been delayed in this out of the
way village for several days longer. We were advised to take a guide
for the next part of the journey and the man our friends selected to
accompany us proved invaluable.

From Bozanti to Eskeshire is a cross-country journey of about
one hundred miles over tracks, fields and hills. We averaged about
nine miles per hour and were fortunate in having dry weather so that
we only stuck twice. After a hurried meal in Eskeshire we continued
through lovely country but over awful roads to Yenishere. We
knew that there were only three boats from Mudania during the
week, so decided to continue in case there was one sailing the next
day for Istanbul. It was now about one o’clock in the morning,
but when we saw a well-patronised cafe we could not resist stopping
for a few minutes to drink a glass of tea. Our sudden entrance at
this early hour and our weird appearance in poshteens and “ caps
comforter ” roused a certain amount of suspicion. We were not
actually detained until we reached the next village which was being
patrolled by soldiers. We gathered that travelling by night was not
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allowed, and in any case we could not proceed without seeing their
officer who was in bed and could not be disturbed.

When we insisted on an immediate interview they took us to a
.cafe and ordered glasses of tea for us all, preparing to spend the
remainder of the night in a friendly manner. We sent the most
persistent and talkative mewber of our party to the officer’s house
armed with all our passports and he succeeded in making it clear
that we had no time to waste.

We reached Bursa at daybreak after twenty-two hours on the
road. The hotel was comfortable and possessed a bath-room, but
the supply of hot water was very limited. We learnt that there was
no boat from Mudania that day but that arrangements could be made
to ship the cars from Yalova. After a short rest we set out on the
last stage of our journey in Asia. This sixty miles was through
beautiful country and the view from the hills above Gemlik, which
takes in both the sea of Marmora and the snow-covered mountains
near Bursa, made us forget our hurry to reach Europe.

Yalova is an attractive town, and during the summer excursion
boats bring many people from Istanbul. We bargained with several
ruffians, one of whom spoke a little Urdu, and we were assisted by
the local dairy shop proprietor who had spent several years in
America. On receiving thirty-five Turkish pounds they contracted
to land both our cars at Istanbul that evening. It was not until
we had paid the money that we were allowed to see how precarious
the transport arrangements were. With great difficulty we loaded
the cars on to a thirty-foot fishing boat, but as there was no deck
we had to build up a platform amid-ships. There was a serious list to
port and we were making a great deal of water. An antiquated oil
-engine was coaxed into life and, as the evening set in, we chugged
across the Gulf of Ismid to the twinkling lights of Istanbul.

It was pleasant to be in Europe surrounded with modern luxuries
and comforts, but Constantinople would be a disappointment to those
who were out there immediately after the war. We spent some
time sightseeing, but objected to the large crowds from cruising ships
which were being herded round the town. But we concealed our
annoyance when we were swept up with a large party from a German
liner and carried into the mosque of St. Sofia without paying.
Returning to our hotel we found that the British Empire representatives
«of an International Womens’ Congress had arrived and in the evening



20 The Difficult Road

we were the only men in a large and crowded dining room. We
decided to leave early next morning.

The road to Erdine can be classified as first class for the first
few miles and then deteriorates into a bumpy track. Our leading
car passed the police post at the outskirts of Istanbul and the sentry
then came to life and stopped the second car. Climbing on the
running board he gave chase, and eventually we all returned to the
post where extracts from our passports were copied out and the
details on the first page were verified item by item. A recent law
had made family names obligatory but the officials were perplexed
until we admitted being Monsieurs Gerald, Edward and William.

We were now in a military zone and had to carry a soldier for
the next twenty miles. The road runs close to the sea and a
considerable amount of work was being done on it, necessitating us
driving on the grass alongside. Turning inland to Chorlu we again
met the vague track that we now regarded as typical of a Turkish
main road. Fortunately there had been no rain and we were able to
keep up a good speed over rolling country very like Salisbury Plain.
Erdine is a melancholy town and we camped outside, descending on
Madame Marie’s hotel in the morning for a wash and breakfast. We
were provided with saucers of warm water and a truly continental
breakfast for which we paid a high price.

Eleven miles from Erdine we came to the frontier and completed
our Customs formalities in about half an hour. After much hand-
shaking we drove into Bulgaria and were sorry to leave the country
where we had experienced nothing but courtesy and friendliness
during our thousand miles journey, and where the scenery is some of
the most beautiful in the world.
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THE BRITISH ORDERLY ROOM

By “Istwyn.”

A well organized and efficiently run Orderly Room is an important
tactor in the general efficiency of the unit as a whole. That this
essential efficiency is often missing (but due to no fault of the unit)
is a fact sometimes brought clearly to light, and often discussed.

The necessity for constant maintenance of a high standard of
efficiency in the Orderly Room does present a problem. Much more
50 in the case of units which recruit from certain areas, e.g., South
Wales and the North of England where the vast majority of men are
coal miners or manual labourers in some form or other. To find
suitable clerks from this material must then be the exception rather
than the rule.

The constant turnover in the British Army of to-day is also a
factor which retards the attainment of a high standard. Take, for
example, a soldier with two years’ service, perhaps even more, taken
into the Orderly Room for the first time. By the time he becomes
reasonably well trained and capable of carrying out any task in the
Orderly Room, his remaining service as a trained clerk is limited.
The necessity therefore for a high standard of ability in the Orderly
Room Sergeant is clear. He must have a thorough knowledge of
regulations, office organization and all branches of clerical work.
His efficiency commands respect and increases the standard of
knowledge in his subordinate clerks.

Having examined the method of obtaining clerks for the Orderly
Room and having decided that the most important essential is a
first class Orderly Room Sergeant, let us consider how he is to be
obtained.

The Adjutant, faced with the necessity for finding an Orderly
Room Sergeant owing to a casualty, looks through the qualifications
of all his N. C. Os. Failing to find an N. C. O. of real clerical ability,
asis only too often the case, he takes the one who appears to be the
most intelligent. The disadvantages of this system, if it can be so
called, are obvious. The Orderly Room fails to get its efficient
Orderly Room Sergeant and the Company proba]c:ly loses a first class
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N. C. O. Furthermore, the N. C. O. is taken away from his legitimate
work and, when he again returns to it, finds he has lost touch.

The entirely different conditions obtaining in India from those
at Home and Colonial stations are, without doubt, a considerable
handicap to the Orderly Room Sergeant. This is particularly so
during the first few years of a British unit’s tour in India. The vast
number of new regulations and books confuse him (it is probably
no exaggeration to say they are never really understood by many)
and it takes him a long time to shake down to the changed conditions.

His knowledge of the staff and its various branches is vague and
this lack of understanding adds considerably to his work, and no
doubt to that of the staff also.

The writer has endeavoured to show clearly the difficulties which
militate against a high standard of efficiency in the Orderly Room,
and now suggests a remedy which would not only bring about the
desired effect, but would eflect it at no great expense.

Units have at present attached to them an Ordnance Armourer.
‘Why not, in the same manner, attach a trained clerk in the Orderly
Room to replace the Orderly Room Sergeant ? The latter is cvery
whit as much a “ technical expert” as the former.

‘Where are these clerks to come from ?

The R. A. 8. C. (Clerks Section) for units at Home and in Colonial
stations, and theI. A. C. C. for units in India, are the suggested sources
of provision. Trained clerks of these Corps would do a tour of duty
of, say, four or five years with a British unit. After completion of their
tour of duty they would return to the Staff and be replaced by another
trained clerk of the same Corps. By trained clerk is meant one who
has had at least “ A ™ and ““ G experience.

The interchange of units between stations under the Imperial
Government and India should be no obstacle to the scheme. The
R. A. 8. C. Orderly Room Sergeant would take over from date of
disembarkation, and vice versa.

The advantages of the scheme are many. A closer understanding
would be brought about between units and the Staff, to the benefit
of both. The services of a staff clerk would be invaluable to the C. O.
and the Adjutant in many ways, while the company organization
would not be interfered with by the need to provide the Orderly
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Room Sergeant. Furthermore, the attached Orderly Room Sergeant
-could, in addition to training his own subordinate clerks, put all
company clerks through a course in the afternoons or evenings. Not
only would this tend to improve the company office but it would also
enable the Orderly Room Sergeant to keep note of the clerical ability
of men in companies and to earmark potential clerks to replace
-casualties in the Orderly Room staff.

The actual cost of such a scheme would, it is thought, be by no
means prohibitive. The increase in the strength of the R. A. 8. C.,
-and I. A. C. C., would be set off by the decrease of one N. C. O. in each
unit. In regard to pay; as Orderly Room Sergeants are already
in receipt of tradesmen’s rates there should be little or no increase
under this head at Imperial stations. There is, however, in India
a difference between tradesmen’s rates and that of the I. A. C. C.
Pensions of course would be slightly increased by the normally longer
service of the staff clerk and, in India, by the addition of the
Indian element.

Such a scheme already obtains in the Royal Artillery which has
its own clerical section. The Royal Artillery need not therefore
necessarily come into this scheme, but the existence of such a system
in the R. A., is mentioned as it does lend still greater force to the
contention that something on the same lines is required for all units.
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KING GEORGE’S ROYAL INDIAN MILITARY SCHOOLS
By Caprain T. H. L. STEBBING, M.C., M.A., A.E.C.
(Commandant, K. G. R. I. M. School, Jullundur)

Speaking at Jullundur, in the Punjab, on February 25th, 1922,
to a large and representative assembly of pensioned Indian
officers and soldiers, H. R. H. the Prince of Wales said:
“ Many Indian soldiers have pleaded for better educational facilities
for their children. Their plea reached the ear of my father, the
King-Emperor, who commanded that the moneys of the King-
Emperor’s Patriotic Fund should be devoted to building special
schools for the sons of Indian soldiers, and that these should be called
the King George’s Royal Indian Military Schools. It is my privilege
to lay the foundation stone of these Schools to-day.”

Such was the definite approach to materialization of a project
formulated at Army Headquarters, India, in the early months of
1920. The scheme had been stecred through the various difficulties
of ways and means by the Directorate of Military Training who had
recognized the urgent need in India for institutions which might,
whilst serving the purpose of two similar schools for soldiers’ children
in the United Kingdom, at the same time, produce for the Indian
Army soldiers whose early environment would especially fit them to
become intelligent leaders of a rapidly changing Army.

The original intention in the foundation of the King George’s
Royal Indian Military Schools was to provide institutions in which
the Indian officers and men of the Regular Indian Army might find a
means of obtaining for their sons, at a cost which was within their
limited means, the type of education which would enable a boy to
find a suitable career in his father’s regiment or corps. Difficultics
consequent upon the necessarily long absence of a father from home :
the Indian mother’s natural reluctance to part with her children,
the extremely sporadic nature of the Indian system of elementary
education—the majority of isolated villages in the great recruiting
areas having no schools whatsoever—together with a general suspicion
on the part of the martial classes for the intelligentsia of village
life : all militated against the Indian soldier’s son obtaining an
education which was fitted to the new demands of the Army. A
more intelligent glass of recruit was required who should be capable
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of understanding the changed methods of warfare which had marched
with the progress of civilization and science.

Apart from domestic hindrances, few Indian soldiers could afford
to send their children, even if it had been desirable, to the better
organized and more advanced schools in the larger towns and cities
of the provinces.

Funds, however, were not easy to raise. The years immediately
after the War were not those in which to inaugurate expensive
philanthropic schemes of which the immediate cost outweighed any
potential value in the economic scale. Every rupee was precious
to a Government whose financial dangers were daily emphasized in
a succession of committees for retrenchment and economy.

Yet, the future of the soldiers’ son was secured, to an extent
little expected, by help from a source which was deeply interested
in the welfare of the Indian Empire. Late in 1920 His Majesty the
King-Emperor commanded that the whole of the King-Emperor’s
Patriotic Fund should be appropriated to the provision of suitable
schools for soldiers’ children. This Fund, which was at the personal
disposal of His Majesty, had been started in July, 1918, and consisted
of gifts from the ruling princes of India to Their Majesties on the
occasion of their silver wedding. It was at first decided that the
Fund should be known as the King-Emperor’s Patriotic Fund, and
that it should be invested and its income devoted to the relief of
Indian sufferers with claims, based on the war, which are not covered
by any other fund in existence or which may only come to light when
such funds have been finally closed. In 1920 the Fund contained
approximately ten lakhs of rupees.

The personal intervention of His Majesty at a stage when the
claims of economy in public finance were paramount saved the
situation, and the laying of the foundation stone at Jullundur by the
heir to the Throne in 1922 set the seal on a project which has made
the education of her soldiers’ sons an especial care of the Indian
Empire, whose troops had rendered such signal service in the world
struggle of recent years.

Progress was of necessity slow, since, even though the capital
expenditure had been provided by the King-Emperor, recurring
charges had to be accepted in the Army Budget. It was not until
September 15th, 1925, that the Schools of Jhelum and Jullundur
were able to open the doors of a partially constructed institution to
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their first pupils. The School at Jullundur—to which this article
particularly applies, though the School at Jhelum and, later, that at
Ajmer, are organized on identically the same lines—began with
thirty-four pupils.

At the outset the Schools were controlled by one superintendent,
‘Colonel 0. H. Radford, whose enthusiasm and keenness had already
left its stamp on the Army School of Education at Belgaum. A
Commandant who was an officer of the Army Educational Corps,
and a staff of specially selected Indian officers and non-commissioned
-officers, comprised the initial administrative and teaching personnel
.of each School. In 1927 the difficulties of the administration of the
two Schools by one superintendent were realized and, as a measure
of economy, the post of superintendent was abolished ; but not before
‘Colonel Radford had been able to infuse both Schools with that
characteristic spirit which had marked his spade-work at Belgaum.

To be eligible for nomination a boy has to have certain
«qualifications which, except for physical, educational and age limits
have not changed since the inception of the Schools. In order to
maintain regimental interest and connection, boys arc required to be
nominated by units of the Indian Army to whom vacancies are
allotted by enlisted classes in proportion to their requirements.
Selection rests with the Commanding Officers, whose nomination
implies a unit’s agreement to accept its candidate at the conclusion
of his school career. Preference is given (though, of course, this is
now a diminishing need) to boys whose parents have been killed or
suffered subsequently from injuries received in the Great War.
Definite medical standards are insisted upon, and in the case of
serving personnel a parent must have at least ten years’ service before
his son is eligible for nomination.

The idea lying behind the original scheme was that after five
years in the School—a boy was then admitted at the age of ten—the
boy should be given a short period in which he could renew his
interests in village life. (It must not be forgotten that the Indian
Army is recruited chiefly from the Zemindar (yeoman) class whose
land connection and continuity are inseparably bound up with the
economic interests of India.) The intention was, then, that the boy
would enlist when sixteen and a half to seventeen years old and
follow the normal training of the average recruit. But, before the
conclusion of the, first five years of the Schools’ existence, it was
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obvious that much of the good which had been achieved by five years”
routine of healthy school life and discipline might be nullified by a
return to domestic conditions likely to counteract any advantages
already gained, whilst the opportunities for a boy to continue his
education would be comparatively negligible. There was, in
addition, the danger from undesirable influences which might be
brought to bear on the boy’s life and outlook at an age when he was
most susceptible. Consequently, in 1930, it was decided to raise the-
age of admission to the Schools to twelve—with its corresponding
civil educational qualification—and to retain a boy in the School
for the normal course of five years or until such time as he attained
the necessary physical standards for direct enrolment in the Army.

During the Schools’ early years the main object of the syllabus
was to provide an education up to the conclusion of the primary
stage of the Punjab Civil Educational Code. This may be considered
as approximating roughly to Standard ITI of the English Board of
Education Elementary system. It must here be remembered that,
on admission to the Schools, a large number of boys were practically
illiterate. Later the standard of the syllabus was raised to the
equivalent of the Punjab Middle School or Vernacular final
examination, which corresponds approximately to a stage slightly
beyond the conclusion of the English Primary system. However,
it was soon realized that, if the boys of K. G. R. I. M. Schools were
to be able to compete with their confréres from the civil world, the
standard of their attainments must be again raised to keep progress
level with the equivalent product of local schools. Especially was-
this necessary if boys of the K. G. R. I. M. Schools were to produce,
as is hoped, a quota of Indian Army cadets for the new Indian
Military Academy, which was launched on its career in the autumn
of 1932. Henceforth, it was of paramount importance that, while
having a military bias, the standard of education in the schools for
soldiers’ sons should be in no way inferior to that obtaining in the
civil schools of the Punjab.

With this object in view, in 1932, a new syllabus was framed by
which a boy will be given an education up to the standard of the
Matriculation examination of the Punjab (which must not be
confused with the Matriculation standard of an English university)
and also to the examination for the Indian Army Special Certificate
of BEducation. The latter certificate, it may hbe mentioned, is a.
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qualification for nomination by the Commander-in-Chief to the Indian
Military Academy. Finally, in the spring of 1933, an India Army
Order was published enabling boys of King George’s Royal Indian
Military Schools to sit for both the 1st Class and Special Certificates
of Education while still in residence at the School.

The result has been that competition for vacancies in the Schools
is now showing signs of improvement. Previously, it was doubtful
whether serving and pensioned Indian Army officers and soldiers
realized the immense advantages to be obtained from the educational
facilities afforded by the Schools, but it is now anticipated that, far
from fulfilling merely their original purpose, the K. G. R. I. M. Schools
will also provide a fertile recruiting ground for a proportion of the
future leaders of the Indian Army. At the same time it must be
stressed that the mere fact of having been at a K. ¢. R. I. M. School
does not guarantee promotion. It is carefully explained to cvery
boy (and to his parent) that his future lies entirely in his own hands
and is dependent upon his being fitted by proved merit for the
leadership of his men. Every boy enlists as a sepoy and carries his
own destiny in his personal keeping. But it is not without omen,
perhaps, that the first nomination of an ex-schoolboy of K. G. R. I. M.
Schools to the Indian Military Academy was made by the Commander-
in-Chief in India in February, 1933.

The establishment of the Schools is limited. Originally, in 1925,
two Schools were founded in the chief recruiting areas of the Punjab.
One located at Jhelum caters for Mohammedans, and the other, at
Jullundur, for Sikhs and Dogras. To the classes admitted by the
latter have now been added Punjabi Hindus, Garhwalis, Kumaonis
and Gurkhas. The success of the two original Schools and the
advisability of extending their facilities to classes whose main
recruiting areas make it financially difficult to attend in the Punjab,
led to the opening in 1930 of a similar school at Ajmer, designed for
other Hindu classes of the Army which are drawn from recruiting
areas to the south of the River Sutlej. The establishment of the
School at Jhelum provides for 303 boys, while those of Jullundur
and Ajmer allow for 258 and 210 pupils respectively.

So far as the parent is concerned, expense is not heavy. While
it is the intention that only a limited proportion of boys shall be
the sons of Indian officers, it must be borne in mind that the Indian
officer holding the Viceroy’s commission commences his military
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career as a sepoy, and every boy is considered as a potential Indian
officer who must be trained accordingly. A large proportion of boys—
i.e., sons of deceased soldiers and those with a very limited
income—are admitted free, whilst in addition, a number of regimental
and civil scholarships, based on income as well as proficiency, are
available for deserving cases. The most a parent is asked to pay is
Rs. 7-8 annas per month for a school term of nine months—i.e.,
approximately £5 per year.

For this a boy is housed, clothed, fed and educated under
conditions which leave little to be desired. Uniform, books, bedding,
regulation school mufti, medical attendance, games, and food, are
provided on a scale which ensures that the atmosphere in which the
boy lives shall be such as will cultivate the very best conditions for
physical and mental development. The class-rooms, dormitories
and School hospital are lofty, airy, well-lighted, built and equipped
on the most modern hygienic lines, and compare favourably for
conditions with many of the most recent educational buildings in
England. Good playing fields afford ample opportunities for games
and are put to their greatest possible use. Further, splendid facilities
exist for elementary training in musketry and the initial routine drill
of a soldier’s life, while physical training forms a prominent item in a
day’s programme at the Schools.

The internal organization of the Schools endeavours to
reproduce, as far as is consistent with Indian life and customs,
the system of the English public school, and, at the same time,
to develop the boy’s inherited military instincts. The Schools are
organized on the ‘“House” system—three in Jhelum, two in Jullundur
and two in Ajmer—and on a platoon basis. On arrival each boy is
posted to a platoon with which he maintains his connection, except
for cases of individual promotion, throughout his career in the School.
Each platoon is commanded by an Indian officer (or non-commissioned
officer) assisted by a platoon havildar (who is a senior prefect) and
four section commanders (or junior prefects). The team spirit is
fostered in every detail of the boy’s daily life, and the ideal at which
each platoon aims is that every member shall be capable of
commanding a section both in administration and normal training.
At Jullundur, a platoon competition for efficiency, embracing all
branches of training both educational and military, and including
all details of daily administrative routine, promotes a healthy
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atmosphere of rivalry which assists in the maintenance of a high
standard of discipline and competency. In addition, regimental
esprit de corps is fostered by every means. Boys are encouraged
to regard their nominating units as their military foster-parents.
They wear their individual regimental crests and badges on all School
ceremonial parades, whilst at all other times the badge remains in a
position of prominence above each boy’s bed. For educational
training only, the boys are organized in the normal forms independent
of their platoons.

As may be imagined, games play no small part in the system of
training. The Indian sepoy has a natural aptitude for games, and
his son takes to hockey as naturally as an English lad to cricket or
football. Within the School, games are organized on a platoon basis
in hockey, football and basket-ball. This ensures that every boy is
occupied daily in one of these three games unless on duty or
temporarily excused by the medical officer. Hockey is of a good
standard. It may be interesting to remark that, in 1933, in the final
of the Punjab Native Army Hockey Tournament, at Jhelum, which
attracts some twenty teams from the whole of Northern India, no
less than four old boys of the Jhelum and Jullundur Schools were
playing. Each School can put up a School team which can give the
average regimental side a moderate game.

It must be emphasised that, in these Schools, the medium of
games gives the instructional staff an invaluable means of inculcating
the spirit of unselfishness and esprit de corps which, at first, is a little
difficult for the newcomer to the routine of a King George’s Royal
Indian Military School to assimilate. The Englishman is liable to
forget that the sporting spirit which characterises him almost from
birth is not always as fully developed in other nationalities whose
history has not nurtured that priceless attribute. In the training
of character at K. G. R.I. M. Schools too much emphasis cannot
be laid on the assistance which has been given in the inculcation of
sporting ideals and self-control by the organization of properly
supervised games.

Each year a competition is held between the Schools at Jhelum
and Jullundur for a flag of honour presented by Colonel Radford, the-
first Superintendent of the Schools. The competition includes.
hockey, foothall, basket ball, athletics, a cross-country run, wrestling
and shooting. The conditions of the competition are so arranged
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that each School is limited to a selection of thirty boys (excluding
the shooting eight) from whom the competing teams in all events
must be chosen. The conditions are such that they prevent either
School “ nursing ” boys at particular games at the expense of others,
and ensure a general all-round proficiency in the competitors selected.
As can be imagined, the spirit of rivalry runs high, and the battle of
the ¢ Blues,”” which is held in alternate years on the domain of each
School, in turn, is probably the event of the greatest import in the
School year.

Through the generosity of the officers of regiments stationed at
various times at Jhelum and Jullundur a collection of valuable
challenge cups and shields gives the victors possibly a somewhat
material interest in success in each event, but the writer can assure
readers that in no athletic struggle he has ever witnessed has.
enthusiasm waxed so keen. The famous ground at Twickenham in.
early December can scarce contain a more tensely excited throng of
spectators than those who line the touchline of the final event of a
so far level contest for the Jhelum—Jullundur Flag.

As yet the distance factor has made it impossible to include the:
Ajmer School in the competition, but it is hoped that the day is not
far distant when the representatives of Southern India will enter into:
the competition with their more northerly equals.

The routine of the Schools varies but little. A boy's average:
day commences with reveille at 6-30 a.m. (5-30 in the summer).
First parade is usually one hour later, and consists of drill and physical
training. Ordinary educational classes, preceded by an hour’s private:
preparation, begin at 8-30 a.m., with intervals of approximately
an hour for meals at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. respectively. Afternoon
work in the hot months is curtailed—one cannot enthuse over
mathematics or history in a shade temperature of 115°—and four
days in each week see every boy taking part for one hour in some:
organized game or other under the supervision of his platoon-
commander. The remaining afternoons are holidays and, if not.
required for School or platoon duties, a percentage of boys are at
liberty to take ‘ walking out’ leave, the granting of which is
dependent on work and good conduct. Each evening, at Jullundur,
an evening “ Gurdwara’ (Sikh temple) and “ Mandar ” (Hindu
temple) parade is held at which every boy of the respective
denominations has to attend at his particular religious building.
This parade takes place half an hour before the eve;ling meal, and is.
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part of the normal day’s routine from which only boys on School
duties are excused. Sundays, of course, are complete holidays except
in so far as interior economy necessitates a certain amount of work
which cannot be avoided.

In practice, therefore (at Jullundur), each boy—except those in
the most junior classes—does thirty-two hours’ work and nine hours’
private preparation in each week. The School term lasts from
September 15th to June 15th, when the boys proceed to their homes
for a three months’ recess. For the benefit of the uninitiated to
Indian life who may possibly regard these hours and terms as a little
excessive in comparison with Western custom, it is pointed out that
there are a considerable number of religious festivals and holidays
which have to be observed, and which considerably reduce the
apparently lengthy stretch of unbroken school life. Moreover, when
itis remembered that some of the boys travel as far as 600 miles from
their homes—many live in areas which the postman visits but once
a week—one can appreciate the economic advisability of making
the term as long as possible consistent with the health of boys
and staff,

A word or two about the boys themselves in comparison with
English boys of a like age may not be without interest. When it is
borne in mind that many of King George’s Royal Indian Military
School boys come from villages as yet untouched by modern
communications—some have a journey of sixty to seventy miles on
foot or pony before they get within reach of even a by-road—and
when it is considered that their previous learning has heen sometimes
culled from a village schoolmaster whose own ideas of the outside
world, other than those interpreted by a neighbouring high school,
are possibly limited to a single visit to Lahore or similar city, one can
estimate the quality of the material on which the future of India
must partially rest. Vet the assets of the Indian Army’s sons are
not a few. Tales of the British Raj and the amazing wonders of itg
organization and development, stories of far-flung campaigns on the
North-West Frontier, Iraq, and distant France, accompanied by
yarns of a father’s or grandsire’s personal experiences, have all trickled
through into Indian village life and made an Impression on the mind
of the Indian soldier’s son much akin to that printed by Henty’s
books on the imaginative young English mind of nearly half a century
ago.
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The Indian enthusiasm for learning which, on account of the
:attendant status hitherto involved, has earned no little respect: a
-credulous belief in his teachers : a memory and power of application
which are not without value; and a pronounced aptitude for
.absorbing information ; have all tended to make the average Indian
boy into material which can be easily moulded for the good. The
soldier’s son, who is no exception, adds to the normal qualities a
.quickness and alertness which readily respond to a training which
demands smartness in movement and drill as well ag the intelligent
execution of an order. He appreciates discipline and does not fail
to recognize its value to an organized social community. It is
noticeable how quickly boys who have known no other than a rough
uncouth village existence, far removed from the conditions of Army
life, rapidly acclimatize themselves to their new surroundings and
vie with each other in * turnout * and drill for the sake of their
platoon. Little time elapses before a new boy takes a personal pride
in giving, if possible, a smarter salute than the boy of the year before.

That the boys have faults, is true ; but most of these are not
exceptional to their class, and they are not difficult to surmount.
‘Consequently, an inherited and instinctive obedience to orders,
coupled, in most cases, with an amazing desire to get the greatest
value possible out of the educational facilities afforded, furnish, in the
person of the K. G. R. I. M. School boy, the educationist with what
might be thought almost an ideal ground on which to work. One
would possibly welcome something of the normal devilment generally
latent in the average English schoolboy ; but when it appears in his
Indian counterpart it usually assumes a milder form, and is entirely
divorced from work. The reason is, possibly, that the average Indian
boy, at the present, acquires an idea of responsibility for his own
future which the English lad has, as yet, generally no cause to accept
until he has attained a more mature age.

To sum up : Quickly responsive to good leadership ; eager, as
a rule, to please—a word of praise goes much further than with an
English boy, who not infrequently regards commendation as his right ;
usually enthusiastic in most things he does in the course of his School
routine ; gifted with powers of imitation and imagination which are
not to be despised ; simple in his pleasures and tastes, but anxious
to drink deep of the stream of Western knowledge, which he is prone
to think infallible ; the K. G. R. I. M. School boy effers to the Indian
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Army, material whose future influence bids well to be considerable,
not only in the Army itself, but also in the village life of the greater
India in which that seasoned manhood must eventually settle.

What of the future ? Apart from his potential value to the
Indian Army as an intelligent leader of men, the K. G. R. I. M. School
boy carries with him to the outer life of a new India a duty to his
fellow countrymen which it is earnestly hoped he will not fail to-
discharge, if only in gratitude for that unselfish patriotism of his
forbears which his School commemorates as each Armistice Day
rolls by. If those who immediately benefit from the gracious gift of
their King-Emperor bear in mind the precepts outlined for them by
the Heir to the British throne, when laying the foundation stone at.
Jullundur, the purpose of the Schools will not be without avail, and
the service of their boys to the Indian Empire will bear more practical
and immediate fruit. H. R. H. the Prince of Wales then remarked..
when concluding his speech, ““I hope that the descendants of the
soldiers who come to learn in this School will carry three simple
facts in their minds as they daily pace this stone. TFirstly, that this
School was built by the desire and at the command of the King-
Emperor as a token of his admiration and regard for the military
classes in India, and in gratitude for their loyalty and devotion :.
secondly, that this stone was laid by me in loving memory of my
comrades in the Great War; and thirdly, that the noblest use to-
which they can turn the education received here is to the upholding
of the great tradition of loyalty, patriotism and service, which was
handed down to them by their fathers.”

If these simple but impressive words of advice, spoken on the
broad acres of the Punjab long before their future homes of learning
had risen from the plain, are remembered by the boys ; if the latter
recognize, as we are confident they will, the obligations which they
owe to their King-Emperor in return for that heritage which he-
personally handed over to India as a token of an Empire’s gratitude
for the devotion of her sons in her hour of need ; and, lastly, if the
boys bear with them to their village homes in the far reaches of the
Indian Empire those precepts which their School tries to implant ;
then the efforts of those who, in the early days of the formation of
the Schools, sought to instil ideals and traditions creamed from the
best of English public school life, will not go unrewarded ; nor will
the scheme which was nursed through its infancy by the persistence
?f the lfxte Lord Rawlinson and his General Staff prove at fault in.
1ts practical application to one of India’s most pressing needs.
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THE DARDANELLES CAMPAIGN
THE LANDING AT ANZAC

By Major H. C. WESTMORLAND, D.S.0., TeE HAMPSHIRE
REGIMENT

Despite the lack of strategical preparation for the Dardanelles
-campaign by the General Staff at the War Office, and the consequent
-disadvantages under which the Commander-in-Chief, Sir Tan Hamilton,
prepared his plan for landing on the Gallipoli peninsula, the verdict
-of history is that there was still a chance of success at the moment
the attack was launched. Taking the landing at Anzac as an
‘illustration this verdict will be examined.

On 24th March 1915, Enver Pasha, the Turkish war minister,
placed the defence of the Dardanelles under the German. General von
Sanders. This officer, in his appreciation, considered that the main
landings would be attempted at Bulair on the Kuropean side, and
Besika Bay on the Asiatic shore. Thus for the defence of the western
.coast of the Gallipoli peninsula, from Suvla to Sedd el Bahr, some
twenty miles in length, only one division (the 9th) was allotted.
.(Note.—The Turkish 9th division consisted of three regiments of
infantry, three batteries of field artillery and two mountain batteries.
A regiment consisted of three battalions and a machine gun company.
Each battalion had four companies.)

At Ari Burnu, where the Australian and New Zealand Army
‘Corps eventually landed, two forward company areas (2/27th
Regiment) joined, each of these companies being responsible for the
-defence of about a mile and a half of coast line. The reserve company
was about a mile east of Gaba Tepe. One mountain battery was in
a position on 400 plateau (see sketch map), and guarding the coast
at Gaba Tepe were two 12 cm. guns, while two 15 cm. guns were a
little inland from that point.

Although on the coast the outer crust of the defence was thin,
reserves were well situated to oppose a deep penetration. The two
battalions forming the reserve of the 27th regiment were four miles
from Ari Burnu in the direction of Maidos, and the general reserve
of eight battalions (19th division), with a proportion of artillery, was
located at Boghali, just over four miles away to the east of the
landing place. N






