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EDITORIAL

Contrary to the opinion expressed in the January number of this
Journal, the Italians appear to have quickly
completed the reorganization of their forces in
Abyssinia, and to have achieved not inconsiderable success in the
early part of this year. In January, the Abyssinians threatened the
Italian lines of communication on the Northern front and, by the
use of small raiding parties employing guerilla tactics, caused the
Italian forces considerable inconvenience and some loss. The Italians
took the offensive in Tembien on approximately February 10, and since
that date claim to have annijhilated the armies of Ras Mulugheta,
Ras Kassa, Ras Seyoum and Ras Imru. On the other hand, the
Abyssinians contend that their action has been nothing but a care-
fully carried-out retreat in the face of superior force, and that this
retreat should cause an extension of the Italian forces over a wide
front.

Italy and Abyssinia,

Whatever the true story of the recent operations may be, it would
appear that the Abyssinians have to some extent abandoned the
tactics that they originally adopted with success, and that the Italians
have less to fear now for the safety of their communications in
Tembien.

On the Southern front there has been little activity since an
Ttalian motorised column advanced 120 miles north from Dolo on
January 18, and inflicted heavy losses on Ras Desta ; #hus removing

the threat to the left flank of General Graziani’s army.
B
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Tt would be rash indeed to attempt to forecast events during
the next few weeks, but it appears that the Italian forces in the
north will continue to endeavour to make as much ground as possible
before either the rains intervene, or peace negotiations force them to
call a halt. A recent feature of the campaign, that has caused much
adverse comment, is the apparently deliberate bombing by Italian
aircraft of Abyssinian and neutral ambulances. It is contended by
the Italiaus that these have been situated too close to fighting troops
or have been used for illicit purposes ; but definite proof of this has
not been forthcoming, and it is difficult to understand the reason
for such a flagrant disregard of the Geneva Convention.

Of perhaps more interest are the efforts made by the League,
and of certain Powers acting independently, tobring an unsatisfac-
tory campaign to a conclusion. The Hoare-Laval proposals were
unacceptable to the Italians as they did not go far enough, and to
Abyssinia and other members of the League as they favoured a
declared aggressor. They were consequently abandoned. It might
have been expected that the policy of applying economic sanctions,
including that on oil, would then have been fully pursued by the
League ; but the reverse has been the case. Apart from the declara-
tion by Italy that she would regard an oil sanction as an act of war,
its application has presented many difficulties owing to the virtual
impossibility of preventing oil from reaching its destination from
countries that have not agreed to sanctions, except by the use of force.

Peace proposals have been in the air since the beginning of March,
as on the 3rd of that month an agreement was reached on the text
of an appeal to both combatants, urging them to cease hostilities
and open negotiations. Rumours of an armistice were published in
the Press, but these were premature as Italian preparations for a
further advance have not slackened. It would appear, though, that
both Mussolini and the Emperor are now not averse to considering
negotiations to achieve as favourable terms as possible. Recent
events in Europe, however, have rather tended to put the Italo-
Abyssinian dispute in the background.

* * * ¢ * * ¢

On March 7th, without any previous warning, Germany denoun-
ced the Locarno Pact and sent troops into the
demilitarised Rhineland zone. The same day

. she presented a note to the Powers which are
signatories of that treaty, which gave as the reason for her denunciation

Germany and Locarno
Pact
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the proposed (now concluded) Franco-Soviet Pact. She also expressed
her readiness to agree to a new demilitarised zone providing France
and Belgium reciprocated, and offered to sign various 25-year non-
aggression Pacts. At the same time she brought up the question
of the return of her colonies, and expressed her willingness to return
to the League on cerfain conditions.

This step has created considerable consternation in the Chancel-
lories of Europe. France and Belgium were naturally alarmed and
demanded a meeting of the League Council ; at the same time steps
were taken to occupy the French frontier fortifications. The British
attitude was that, while condemning unilateral action on the part of
Germany, it would be advisable to give due consideration to her
proposals. This attitude was made all the firmer by the
Foreign Secretary’s statement to the effect that, if at any time
during the period necessary for consideration of the new situation,
any attack on France or Belgium should take place which would
constitute a violation of Article 2 of Locarno, H. M.’s Government,
notwithstanding Germany’s repudiation of the treaty, would regard
themselves in honour bound to come to the assistance of the country
attacked. Suggestions that Germany should show her willingness
to negotiate freely by a symbolic evacuation of the Rhineland appear
to have been of no avail.

Since then, meetings of the Locarno Powers and of the League
Council have been called in London to discuss methods of settlement
of the problem. Germany has been invited to attend the Council
meeting and has accepted in principle, subject to the conditions that
her representatives should enjoy perfect equality with those of other
Powers at the meeting, and that the Powers agree to enter forthwith
into negotiations on her proposals.

At the time of going to Press it is impossible to attempt to
prophesy what the result of the Council’s deliberations will be.
Germany’s reasons for her action appear to be that she regards the
Franco-Soviet Pact as a violation of TLocarno, and that she is
determined to settle once and for all the problems created by the Peace
Treaty. She insists that all she desires is peace in Europe, and
threatens to withdraw into isolation. if her proposals are not favourably
considered. There canbeno doubt that the denunciation by Germany
of 2 treaty that she signed of her own free-will has placed her in the
wrong, she ignores the fact that France had previously offered to
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submit the provisions of the Franco-Soviet Pact to the League
Council for discussion. In all statements made by Herr Hitler
since the crisis, he has stressed the fact that no pacts of any sort will
bemade with Russia. Not only does Germany appear to be extremely
nervous of the intentions of the Soviet but, as in 1914, she appears
to fear encirclement by other Powers and considers that her efforts to
come to an understanding with France are of no avail.

There is not at present complete unanimity amongst the other
Powers. Great Britain, in the words of her Foreign Secretary, says
that co-signatories of Locarno and the Council can count on the
fullest co-operation of the British Government in all endeavours to
establish peace and understanding between the nations of Europe
upon a firm and enduring foundation. France, rather naturally,
demands evacuation of the Rhineland or at least a guarantee from
Germany that no fortifications will be erected there, as a basis for
negotiation. She is inclined to demand the imposition of sanctions,
and refuses to consider any suggestion that discussion should be
entered into on the German proposals before the question of the
violation of the Locarno Pact has been settled. Belgium supports
France in her condemnation of German action; and Ttaly, whilst
agreeing to assume her responsibilties as a signatory of the Locarno
Pact, is naturally against any policy of sanctions.

To reconcile the views of the various powers and to satisfy
Germany’s claims to equality of treatment is a task that will tax the
ingenuity of the League to the uttermost. Time alone will show
whether it is a body capable of dealing with a serious European
situation, or whether it will collapse and there be a return to the old

system of alliances.
* * * * * * *

It has often been stated that the basis of our foreign policy is
the support of the principle of collective
security within the League. One of the
essentials of this principle is that members of the League should be
strong enough to fulfil any demands made upon them in supportof it.
It is very doubtful if this has been the case up till recently as far as
the forces of the British Empire are concerned. In our efforts to
secure international disarmament we have set a solitary example of
restriction of expenditure on defence. We feel that an extract from the
recent speech of one of the Dominion Ministers for Defence is appo-
site. He said,  Defence is an imperative necessity, for the nation

Collective Security.
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which refuses to provide for its security lays itself open to attack
from hostile and predatory elements of which the world has no
lack.”

In view of the disturbed situation in Europe and of recent
events in the Far East, it is therefore satisfactory to note that the
Defence Estimates of Great Britain have provided for a limited
expansion and modernization of the three services, which should
enable the Empire to play her part, if occasion should arise, with

greater efficiency.
* % * * * * *

The demand for parity with Britain and the United States on
the part of Japan met with no approval, and
in January that country left the Conference.
Her representatives remained, however, as observers.

Since then, discussions have continued on a nominal Four Power
basis, with Italy tending to remain in the background as the result
of the situation created by her dispute with Abyssinia and the
League. A technical sub-committee has been at work and it appears
that agreement has been reached as to the age-limit of battleships,
qualitative limitation, and advance notification of building pro- .
grammes. It is understood that it is proposed that the new
Treaty should remain effective till 1942, and that the age of the
battleship should be extended from 20 to 26 years. There is no
reason to suppose that Italy will not sign the Treaty eventually,
though it is to be regretted that Japan will be no party to it. She
is now in the position, if her finances permit, to build without
limit. It is to be hoped that the example set by the signatories of
the new Treaty will have a moderating effect on the expansion
of other navies.

* * * * 3 * *

In the October 1935 number of this Journal, we drew attention
to the fact that Major W. J. Cawthorn, 4/16th
Punjab Regiment, was carrying out a tour of
the Rhodesias, Nyasaland and Kenya at the invitation of the
governments concerned, with a view to ascertaining the suitability
of those countries for officers contemplating settlement in the
colonies after retirement.

Major Cawthorn has produced a report on all four colonies, which
has been distributed to units in India, and also o the Employment
Bureau for retired officers at home by the Information Bureau at

The Naval Conference.

The War Block.
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Army Headquarters. The report goes into conditions in each colony
very clearly and in great detail. Much valuable information is
provided as to cost of living, climate, possibilities for profitable
farming, and educational facilities in all four colonies. It also
touches on possible causes of the present dissatisfaction amongst
settlers in Kenya. Major Cawthorn is of opinion that all the colonies
are suitable for settlement by retired officers and that the present
time is likely to be opportune for those wishing to commence
farming on a moderate scale. He considers that it is possible for
any retired officer to angment his income by agriculture, but very
wisely lays stress on the fact that, in addition to gaining experience
before starting agriculture on an independent basis and possessing a
genuine liking for the life, it is imperative that no portion of retired
pay or pension should be commuted. Major Cawthorn is to be
congratulated on producing a pamphlet that will be of great value,
not only to officers retiring under the War Block scheme, but to those

of any age who are contemplating settlement in Bast Africa.
* * * * * * %*

Captain Liddell Hart has written very fully on the subject of
our criticisms of certain passages in his book
“ When Britain goes to War,” which appeared
in the July 1935 edition of the Journal. He quotes at some length
from certain secret documents, which we are unable to reproduce,
in support of the view which is expressed in his book; and still
maintains that air action was the predominant influence in suppress-
ing the tribal risings in Waziristan in 1930.

Our object in commenting on Captain Liddell Hart’s book was to
draw general attention to the chapter in question, in order that our
readers might judge it for themselves. It was notto open a controver-
sial discussion on the comparative merits of ground and air action
on the Frontier, for we feel that it is in the appropriate application
of the combined resources of all the forces which are at the disposal
of Government, and not in an atmosphere of unhealthy competition
between those forces, that the best results will be obtained.

N..W. F. P.
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THE CHANGING ASPECT OF OPERATIONS ON THE
NORTH-WEST FRONTIER

By “ SupacwisaTAMA
Introduction

“ By Jove how things have changed !’ That remark was made
by a rubber-necker from the Sloth Belt after a visit to last year’s
“ Frontier War Zone.” Unfortunately the statement, though true,
was not further amplified.

The aim of these miscellaneous notes is to outline, under specific
tactical and administrative headings, some of the changed conditions
brought about in Frontier Warfare to-day through ‘ modernization ”
on our part, and a determination on the part of the Pathan to keep
level with us.

The remarks are based on observations made during the Loe
Agra and Mohmand operations of 1935. They will, perhaps, be of
interest to those who were not present but whom Fate and the
Relief Programme may bring in “next time.” Some tentative
suggestions for the future are also included since it is now ‘‘ the next
show *” which we ought to be preparing for ; not ¢ the last one.”

Camp Protection

The size and complexity of the modern ‘ perimeter ” camp,
compared with camps of even a few years ago, is one of the greatest
surprises to anyone who has been off the Frontier for a spell. Most
people can visualise the old-fashioned square perimeter containing
probably brigade headquarters, four battalions, a pack battery,
some cavalry, large numbers of camels and mules, a minimum of
other ancillary troops and services and, generally, a minimum of
comfort.

To-day it is not unusual to have to add some or all of the following:

Medium Artillery f In fact a generally increased
Mechanized Field Artillery proportion of artillery of all
l natures.

Tanks and Armoured Cars
Sappers .. Inlarge numbers.
Signals .. In vastly increased proportions.
Field ambulances and other

Medical Detachments .. In increased prqportions.

Engineer Parks
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Ordnance Depot

Lorry Transport

Dairies

Canteen Contractors .

Road construction coolies .. Possibly in a separate camp, but
protection necessary.

Headquarters .. Considerably larger than formerly.

Even if operations take place beyond road-head, some sort of
mechanical transport track soon follows nowadays and up come all
the vehicles. It must be borne in mind, in this connection, that
mechanical vehicles require double their standing space to allow room
for maintenance and manceuvre.

The net result is a vast camp whose size must be seen to be
appreciated. It can be well imagined that the problem of laying
out such a camp and arranging its protection—especially if fighting
has taken place the same day—is one of considerable difficulty.

The extra area required invariably necessitates a very large
number of camp piquets, whilst the length of the perimeter to be
held becomes truly formidable. There is the additional difficulty
that it is rarely possible to find sufficient suitable ground where one
can fit in a camp of regular shape for a force of this size. In
consequence there is a danger of troops firing into each other. An
irregular shaped camp is also uneconomical as regards defence by
automatic weapons.

The brunt of producing this defence falls on the infantry. It
is pertinent to note that the proportion of this arm has not changed
in a brigade or division. Hence the infantry are often hard put to
1t to carry out their task of camp piquet and perimeter defence, even
with the best ‘ co-ordinated framework of weapons.”

It is surprising, but true, that on occasions a battalion nowa-
days finds it cannot produce sufficient automatic weapons to go
round. Camp and permanent piquets take Lewis guns with them as
the rule, not the exception, and many require machine-guns. These
piquets have to be given preference and this leaves a shortage of
automatics on the perimeter.

One solution would be to get up additional automatic weapons
on the lines of “ Piquet stores ” which are often a Brigade or Force
pool. But thie is only a partial answer to the problem. The men
of the regular machine-gun and Lewis gun sections are already
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overworked on night duty and “‘minimum strengths ** make it difficult
to use reserve gunners from rifle sections already dangerously depleted.

The theory has recently been propounded that a continuous line
of defence round a camp is no longer necessary, as the days of
tribesmen attempting to assault by night are over. There was
definite evidence in both the Loe Agra and Mohmand operations that
this is not so. The writer has also spoken to educated pro-British
Pathans who agree that, given the opportunity, the tribesmen will
still act as they have done in the past and it would be the height of
folly to ignore this fact !

The only really satisfactory solution in a situation where the
camp is extensive is to attach more infantry to the formation asa
temporary measure. Such extra infantry will inevitably be required
if the force is to move out from camp on an operation and still
preserve its normal tactical organization. Unless this is done the
number of troops to be left behind for camp protection, in camp
piquets and camp itself, is so large that either the formation or unit
organization must be broken up.

One last point before leaving this question of camp protection.
There seems no reason why, on occasions, the Light Tank should not
take its share in the defence of camp by night. Rumour has it that
this has been done, though the writer cannot himself vouch for the
fact. After all it is merely putting down a machine-gun in a sniping-
proof box as opposed to a similar gun in a sniping-proof hole in the
ground : and the box is mobile!

Night snipers and anti-sniping tactics.

The mention of * sniping * brings back vivid recollections of the
vast strides made by the Pathan in this particular branch of mountain
warfare. Gone are the days when the odd round from a disgruntled
man was countered by the casual ““ snuffing * of the Mess Tent lamp
and further action was unnecessary.

Seriously, modern day sniping is a very definite problem. Heavy
fire, by which is meant anything from 500 to 1,000 rounds pumped
into the camp, cannot be ignored.

The following two examples give some idea of the tribesmen’s
methods as encountered last year :—

(@) Several parties (including at least one knife party) advancing
from various sides on the camp controlled by lamp signals
from a distant hill. According to the signals received
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so did the various parties advance in turn under voice
control of their leader, 7.e., fire and movement centrally
controlled.

(b) A party of thirty to forty snipers in specially prepared fire
positions on the forward edge of a deep, narrow nullah.
On a given signal controlled ‘ volley firing ” commenced.
This is now a favourite method of the Mohmands. Their
positions are so chosen that it is hard to inflict casualties.
On a given signal by the leader the gang crawls forward
into position. Then comes the simultaneous volley and
the party drop like a stone into the nullah, too late to
open fire on the flashes.

On other occasions heavy sniping was continued for several
hours through the night.

The loss of sleep that this “ organized sniping ” entails to the
Force is a serious factor : to say nothing of casualties, particularly
those to the unfortunate animals. It is true that human casualties
were remarkably few last year, considering the intense nature of the
firing, but many were the lucky escapes, and good luck cannot hold
out for ever.

2

With night operations in great favour, there is also a grave risk
that the initial start of such moves may be jeopardised through heavy
sniping. On the night of the Nahakki advance at least one camp
was seriously sniped. Had this taken place a couple of hours later,
as it might well have, when preparations for the move were in
progress, the greatest confusion and delay would have resulted.

There are various ways of dealing with this menace. Some are
old, some are adaptations of old ideas in a new shape. But whatever
the methods employed, three points are essential for success :—

(a) Someone with a good eye for likely sniping haunts.

(b) A properly co-ordinated anti-sniping scheme for the camp,
as a whole.

(¢) Probably the most important for as quiet a night as possible—

The strictest fire discipline and control throughout all arms,
both in camp piquets and camp, if, and when, the
scheme is put into force.

As to the scheme. It will naturally include well chosen night
lines for machine-guns. But a 1935 invention, which proved most
effective, was a field gun at 400 to 800 yards. A couple of rounds
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sufficed to procure a quiet night when the gun was brought into
action on a shrewd night line.

The chupao* is of course another well-known ingredient. In both
the Loe Agra and Mohmand operations most successful chupaos
were staged. But in mountain warfare it is above all necessary to
ring the changes, and it is suggested that a Tank chupao on the lines
of the disabled ““Q > boat of the Great War might be tried as an
alternative once in a while. Details will not be discussed here ; the
idea is put forward to show that in future campaigns we may still
produce new schemes so as to keep the tribesman guessing.

A corollary to any anti-sniping programme is to send out a strong
patrol next morning to see what they can find. There may be blood,
may be only signs of a dead or wounded man being dragged away :
perhaps a bagful of fired and wnfired rounds; possibly tracks of the
special chaplist snipers often wear. These, if followed up, will often
give a clue to the general direction whence the party came or will
lead to alternative sniping positions. To obtain full value out of this
search it is best to get a reliable Pathan, e.g., one of the Intelligence
Staff, to accompany the patrol. The results frequently have an
indirectly beneficial effect in stopping further sniping as spies may
see that their places are spotted. Local friendly villages, confronted
with evidence that they have harboured snipers, can be dealt with,
and fresh ideas for new night lines may be evolved.

Night Operations

Beyond the fact that night operations to-day are perhaps more
ambitious in scope, there is, and can be, but little general change
from the normal night operation of heretofore.

Tanks, and units such as mechanized artillery, motor-cyclist
despatch riders, etc., appear at first sight to present a “ silence ”
problem during any night advance ; but thanks to the mobility they
possess, good staff work can usually surmount the problem and ““ get
them there by daylight,” which is what is wanted.

The problem of heavy sniping causing loss and stampede in a
camp prior to a night move has already been mentioned. It is worth
noting that on one occasion a brigade knew where the trouble was
likely to come from (low ground quite near camp) had a company
told off to move out and deal summarily with the trouble with the
bayonet. In the event, this was not necessary, but the idea is one to
keep in mind for the future. *

* Ambush. t Sandals. -



107 Changing Aspect of Operations on the N.-W.F.P.

It sounds Irish, but the writer’s real aim in mentioning the
question of night operations is to put in a plea for an occasional
“ afternoon operation.” The same old principle of ringing the changes
in mountain warfare. Such an operation as the seizure of a piquet
position or some important point on the line of advance, .., “ a
limited objective, >’ might well come as a surprise if initiated in the
afternoon—as opposed to the eternal early morning or night move.

It was done with success in the Burma Rebellion on a hot
afternoon when a village, including dogs, suddenly found themselves
surrounded and their afternoon siesta rudely interrupted. A well-
thought-out plan which included some ruse such as a morning recon-
naissance in forcein an alternative direction to the ultimate afternoon’s
objective should succeed as well as any night operation. There are
disadvantages certainly, but one big advantage over the night
operation is that we retain the ability to use our superior armament
of all natures.

Light Tanks

To see Light Tanks in action on the Frontier is to realise to the
full the truth of our rubber-necker’s remark with which these notes
began. Many articles might be devoted to a discussion of *“ The
Tank on the Frontier in 1935 " (and probably have by this time).
Here it is only intended to touch on one or two small aspects as they
struck an envious “ Infanteer.”

The first thought to come to mind was, ““ By Jove, I only wish
things had changed a bit quicker.” Recollections of the long-drawn-
out 1917 operations and a protracted stay in Waziristan a few years
later were conjured up. The reply that Frontier roads were then
few and far between and the present-day Light Tank did not exist
anyhow, is only a “ squashing retort,” so far as the last portion of the
answer | To the layman the performance of these A. F. V.’s along
nalas is remarkable and surpassed expectation. Where one comes
up against a formidable obstacle such as the Nahakki, it is equally
surprising to see how soon Sappers and Infantry can construct a 7 ft.
6 in. Tank track. The Nahakki track took just one week, if memory
serves aright, to convert from camel to tank passability. The
writer was informed on good authority that this time could have been
bettered if the Tanks’ performance up and down nala gradients (as
opposed to along the normal track alignment running round a hill with

the possibility of a nasty drop over the edge) had been more widely
known. '
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The thorny question of whether Tanks should always be used in
companies and not in small packets will be gracefully skated over in
this article ; except to mention en passant that, as the enemy have no
Tanks and no anti-Tank guns, it seems logical and  economy of
force ” to employ only a section, or less, if that number of Tanks can
safely do the particular job in hand!

Whatever the approved policy may eventually turn out to be, it
can be stated without fear of contradiction that the infantry of
advance guards and rear guards as well as those about to scale up the
heights felt the greatest benefit from Tanks operating in co-operation
with them.

The Gunner, on the other hand, is worried by the advent of the
ubiquitous Tank. He says, and with some justification, “I dare not
shoot, because I do not know where those confounded Tanks are
now.”

Tt is surely not really such a difficult problem to solve if we
remember that the same general difficulty arose some time ago vis-a-
vis the infantry. In their case the answer was screens and distinguish-
ing flags which are in general use to-day.

With the Tank the particular answer will depend on circumstances.
Sometimes it may be a line on the map beyond which the Tanks are
not to go. At other times it can perhaps be done by R/T from
the Tank Commander who merely says where he is; again it may
happen in certain country that, if it is a case of supporting the
infantry, a decision will have to be given as to whether Tanks or
Guns—but not both—are to be the infantry’s helpmate. Sometimes
the Tanks will be right away on a flank in the blue and will not worry
the gunners at all.

In the future it seems that a Commander’s task of reconnaissance
will be greatly simplified with the aeroplane, and now the Tank, at
his disposal. For instance, one can imagine piqueting and withdrawal
of piquets being speeded up if the executive commander concerned is
allowed a Tank in which to ‘“see the country round the corner.”
This would enable him to appreciate the ground long before he other-
wise could have done so, and thus save valuable time.

It is also suggested that when some particular operation is in
view, photographs taken at close range from a Tank might be
helpful in supplementing air photographs. It may be argued that if
the Tank can get ahead in this manner, then personal feconnaissance
makes photographs from the Tank unnecessary. The answer is that
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photographs can be taken and studied later at leisure ; whereas, if the
enemy are having pot shots at the Tank (I am naturally assuming the
Tanks to be well ahead and no hills are piqueted), it is not so easy
to get and retain a calm and collected mental picture of the ground.
Remember, too, that one feels very naked wandering about outside
a Tank on a reconnaissance in enemy-country with no nice infantry
piquets on the heights above !

Whether the Tank will have such an easy passage in the future,
it is impossible to say. The tribesmen had made anti-armoured car
trenches and obstacles in'expectation of their old friends. Luckily,
we produced Tanks which were able to overcome the obstacles without
difficulty. Omne may be fairly certain that the Pathan will make an
effort of some sort to defeat the Tank. The country is hardly
suitable for copying Abyssinian methods of digging pits, but perhaps
he will evolve something equally ingenious.

Inter-Communication
Wireless.—In both series of operations it was interesting to notice

how much we have come to depend on wireless as the means of
communication par excellence. As an infantry man one could not
help feeling that this reliance is ahead of the reliability of military
wireless, at any rate it is ahead of such mobile sets, as for instance,
the R/T or W/T pack set with which an Advanced or Rear Guard
Commander is usually now provided. These are very valuable, but
have definite limitations especially in hilly country. It still seems
advisable to lay on an alternative method, whether visual, cable,
mounted orderly, or other means. There appears a distinct danger
of this precaution being neglected.

The new otl-cooker

While the Light Tank probably holds the field as the outstanding
change in the fighting composition of the 1935 Force, there is little
doubt that the new oil-cooker was, to the troops anyhow, the
administrative piece de resistance. To anyone who remembers the
miserable hours spent collecting wet wood and the smoky half-cooked
meals which resulted, the sight to-day of a brightly flaring oil-cooker
is good indeed.

At present about the only drawback to them is the noise and
light which necessitate precautions being taken prior to any night
operations. Otherwise the sleepiest of Pathan sentries on a cold
night will be afoused; though he be far away and dreaming of
tomorrow’s prospect of “ houris in Heaven !”
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Even the Indian Langri took a liking to these machines with
wonderful celerity. In the writer’s unit the only passive resistance
came from the mess cook who saw his rake-off on charcoal disappear-
ing.

Clothing and equipment (Indian Troops)

Unfortunately the hills are still with us and have not changed,
so the problem of how to reduce the weight carried by the sepoy
and increase his mobility is as pressing as ever. The following list
gives some idea of how certain units succeeded in easing the burden
of clothing. These measures are unauthorised but highly effective.
In fact, one might well use the word essential.

Light chaplies .. .. In lieu of heavy boots.

Ankle puttees .. .. In lieu of full length puttees.

Short puggree .. .. In lieu of the weighty and cumber-
some full length puggree.

Khaki cotton shirt .. For hot weather in place of the grey

flannel shirt.

Omission of hose tops.

This does not amount to a great deal, but it is sufficient reduction
to make a wonderful difference on a long day in the hills: try it and
see.

There were occasions also when ammunition could, with safety,
be reduced. Admittedly one has to be careful on this point, but
there are many instances where a needless amount of ammunition is
carried. For example, when it is known that there are no actual
lashkars* in existence, road protection troops can surely move with
safety carrying about fifty rounds on the rifleman instead of seventy
or a hundred rounds. The balance of the ammunition to be carried
in company or battalion reserve. This, combined with the reduced
weight in clothing, gives the poor sepoy at least a sporting chance up
or down a hill.

Conclusion

If these notes produce the germ of an idea for inclusion in a
revised ‘“ Manual of Operations on the N.-W. Frontier” (or even
for an eventual amendment !) they will not have been written in
vain.

* Body of tribesmen,
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THE “APEX ” OF INDIA
(or “ THROUGH CHITRAL, ISHKUMAN AND HUNZA.”)
By ¢ Peroussion.”

During the Hot Weather of 1934, T. and I (a Sapper and a Gunner)
decided to spend our three months’ leave as far off the beaten track
as we could. The country North and East of Chitral seemed to offer
interesting possibilities for trekking but we found, when it came to the
point, that it was not at all easy to get permission to carry out our
journey as we had originally planned it.

Finally, we settled upon the route shown in the sketch map as
being the most interesting one we could manage in the time available.
Before starting we obtained permission to travel as far as Mastuj,
and it was a matter for conjecture whether we would eventually get
permission to travel the rest of the way.

For the sake of economy we cut down, our baggage to a minimum,
basing our calculations on the ‘ Light Scale, Winter” of Wana
Column, and a previous 600 miles trek done by another member of our
mess on a diet of chupaities, bacon, sugar and tea, with only one
mule as transport. We estimated our requirements at four ponies,
but when it came to the point we found we could not do with less
than five.

At last everything was ready and the great day arrived. We
left Wana on the 12th July by an old contractor’s lorry and arrived
in Dir, road-head for Chitral, four days later. Here we were fortunate
enough, to find a Sapper officer building a bridge and he kindly put us
up for the night and procured transport for us.

The following day we rose early, eager to start our 700 miles
march and relieved to think that the long and tiring lorry drive was
over. The first day’s march lay over the Lowari Pass (10,000°) and the
second to Drosh, where the greater part of the Chitral garrison lives.
We spent a pleasant night in the Lower Mess before continuing our
journey to Chitral city. A detached company from the battalion
at Drosh lives here in the historic fort and we stayed one night with
the company commander. The next day, having received an invita-
tion from H. H. the Mehtar, we went to his summer residence in
Burmoglasht, near Chitral but about 3,000’ higher, and spent a very
pleasant day there,



The < Apex ™ of India 112

Another five marches brought us to Mastuj where we spent two
nights with the Heir-Apparent, Shahzada Nasur-ul-Mulk, who enter-
‘tained us very hospitably. At this stage we received permission to
travel along the whole route we had planned. Had we not received
it we should have had to turn to the East and cross the Shandur Pass
into Yasin instead of continuing in a Northerly direction to the
Baroghil.

As we left the post office at Mastuj to continue our journey T.
temarked that it would be our last glimpse of civilization for several
‘weeks ; this proved to be the case, as we did not see another telegraph
-office for a month, or a post office for six weeks.

Six more marches and we reached the foot of the Baroghil Pass,
which is on the boundary between India and Wakhan, a northern
province of Afghanistan. Here the country opens out into rolling
pasture land, which is a relief after the narrow gorges of the Yarkhun
River, and the passis therefore an easy one. Wehad now reached the
beginning of the least travelled and, therefore, the most interesting
portion of our journey. The Baroghil is visited practically every
-year by members of the Chitral garrison ; and the Kilik Pass, in
Hunza, is likewise visited frequently by members of the Gilgit garrison
-or by the Political Agent. Very few, if any, people have, however,
travelled from one pass to the other by the shortest route. It was
this route, which lies over the difficult Chillinji Pass, that we intended,
if possible, to traverse.

At first our prospect of success did not seem too bright. The
local greybeards said that at that time of the year the rivers we had
to cross would be too full of snow water to be fordable and that there
were no bridges. This was supported by a Yarkandi traveller
who had just crossed the Karumbar Pass and who said that he had
had the greatest difficulty in fording rivers, and that it would be
-quite impossible for us. In spite of these gloomy forecasts we
decided at least to have a shot at getting over the Chillinji and, if we
failed, to go over the Darkot Pass into Gilgit or down the Karumbar
valley to Gupis and thence to Gilgit.

After four days’ halt to allow T. to recover from a mysterious
-eastern disease, we -continued in an easterly direction to a camp at
‘the foot of the Shawitak Ailak Pass into Wakhan. We visited the
‘pass on the way and were fortunately just able to diseern the famous
‘Oxus River in the distance, so were well rewarded for our climb.
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The third day after leaving the Baroghil we crossed the:
Karumbar Pass (14,000) into the state of Ishkuman. The pass was
open and very easy, and on the top was a deep blue lake surrounded
by a carpet of flowers. Shortly before crossing we were met by two
guides sent by the Raja, and these led us to a small camp at a
deserted shepherd’s hut where we stayed the night.

According to the Chitralis the following day was the one on which
our difficulties were due to begin, and there is no doubt that the route
became much less easy than before, but fortunately the obstacles
were by no means insuperable as we had been led to believe. The
river, swollen by snow water, was deep and had to be forded several
times with increasing difficulty, and two glaciers had to be crossed.
The first of these was fairly narrow and was crossed without unloading
the animals, but the second, named the Chashboi (‘ Destroyer ”’),
was a mile wide and would doubtless have destroyed both ourselves
and our mules had it not been for the invaluable help given us by the:
Wazir and several coolies thoughtfully sent to meet us by the Raja.
These unloaded the mules and carried the loads to the further side:
themselves ; but, in spite of this assistance, the animals had the
greatest difficulty in keeping their feet. The next two nights were
spent in Sokhta Robat, a shepherds’ shelter occupied only in
summer, where the Wazir had kindly prepared a camping ground
for us.

After our experience on the glacier, and on the advice of the:
Wazir who said that the Chillinji Pass was quite impassable for any
animals, even yaks, T. and I decided to send the mules back over the-
Karumbar and Darkot Passes to a rendezvous in Hunza, carrying
with them all the clothing and stores which could be spared. This
we did, and it proved to be a most successful experiment in spite of’
our fear that we might never see our kit again.

A short but difficult march on the following day brought us to a
camp at 13,000" at the foot of the Chillinji Pass. We could camp
no higher as it was the top edge of the tree line and there was no fuel
higher up. T., always full of energy, went out with the Wazir in the-
evening and shot an ibex after a long stalk. It was not a big one,
but this would appear to be promising ibex country.

- Next morning, after a breakfast at 3 a.m., we started our 4,000
climb to the pass. The first-half of the ascent was not particularly
difficult and then we reached a gently sloping plateau on which a little:
snow was still lying. Crossing this plateau the ascent again became:-
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steep, but there was no snow and it did not look worse than the first
half. Appearances were deceptive, however, and directly we
started climbing we realised that the rest of the climb lay over
extremely slippery shale on which one slipped back one foot for every
two one climbed. The remaining 2,000" climb thus developed into a
3,000’ one and an exhausting one at that, so that it was with consider-
able relief that we eventually reached the top (17,200’) at about
9. a.m. Much to our surprise the coolies arrived only fifteen minutes
later having climbed wonderfully.

After a short rest, during which we refreshed ourselves by tea.
laced with brandy, T. and I decided to climb one of the mountains.
flanking the pass in order to see what promised to be a magnificent
view. Accordingly we sent the coolies on to the next camp and
climbed the extra odd thousand feet by ourselves. We were not
disappointed. The visibility was perfect and on every hand
stretched a sea of snowy peaks to a distance of nearly a hundred
miles. (See panorama photograph.) We saw mountains in
Afghanistan, Russia, Chinese-Turkestan and Gilgit : the great chain
of the Karakorum dominated the landscape to the South-East and the
Pamirs to the North-West. We were now at a height of over 18,000’
by far the highest either of us had ever climbed, and this gave me a
severe headache, but T. was apparently unaffected. Nature, on
this day, appeared to be trying her best to amuse us and before we
left the top we were treated to the sight of a very fine avalanche on
the far side of the valley.

The descent, about two hours after the coolies had left, proved
difficult. On the northern side of the pass lay a glacier seamed with
narrow but deep crevasses which were concealed by a thin covering
of snow. In the early morning, before the thaw had set in, the snow
acted as a bridge but, by the time we started our descent, the snow
had softened and one was in danger of falling into a crevasse.
Before we fully realised this state of affairs, T. had once sunk up
to his knees in one and I fell through up to my waist and only saved
myself from a hundred years cold storage by flinging myself flat on
my face in the snow. (We learned later that a coolie had also fallen
through and had been saved by his load which wedged between the
edges of the crevasse.) After these warnings our progress became
slow and cautious in the extreme, and we prodded yigorously with
our sticks before taking the next step forward. Luckily the Wazir
became anxious about our non-appearance and, after we had travelled
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two miles or so in this fashion, returned to meet us with two coolies
and a rope. Thenceforward we were able to move more rapidly and
safely till we reached the moraine. We finally arrived in camp at
Buattar at 4-30 p. m., after a pretty strenuous twelve and a half
hours.

We now regretfully said good-bye to our Ishkumani friends
who had been so helpful as, having crossed the pass, we were now in
Hunza. This would be a suitable place to write a description of the
little-known state of Ishkuman. TUnfortunately, however, we
only spent four days in the state and during this time we saw no
villages and very few inhabitants besides the Wazir and coolies who
came to help us. With these we were much impressed ; the Wazir
was a very pleasant fellow who had a fair knowledge of Urdu and
did everything in his power to assist us; the coolies with him were
easily the strongest, most willing and most cheerful ones we met on
the whole trip. We were also particularly struck by the fair colouring
of the inhabitants we saw.  This is probably due to the fact that
nearly the whole habitable part of the country lies in a narrow valley
which runs North and South and they therefore get very little sun.

At Buattar we were met by two guides sent by H. H. the Mir of
Hunza. Thiswasfortunate as without them transport would have been
hard to obtain, the nearest village being a day’s march distant. Directed
by these guides we made our way along the Chaprusan valley, through
Reshit, to the Kermin Pass (13,500"). Crossing this pass we were
caught in a snow-storm and could not descend on the further side so
had to climb along the ridge to a shepherd’s shelter at Shilo-ki-Pari
(15,000') where we spent a most uncomfortable night.

Two marches from Shilo-ki-Pari brought us to the foot of the
Kilik Pass (15,600"), the “ Apex ” of India, where we were surprised
to find a polo ground which must be one of the highest in the World.
Here also herds of yak, sheep, and goats and one camel, all belonging
to the Mir, were grazing. While in this area we visited the pass and
found it to be an open, easy one, somewhat similar to the Baroghil ;
and T., having obtained permission from the Mir, shot an Ovis Poli.
We also climbed Kilik West mountain (18,020") where we had a fine
view of part of the Karakorum Range, and were just able to discern
Mustagh Ata (24,500'), half-way to Kashgar.

Returning from the Kilik we camped at Murkushi, which is at the
junction of the routes leading over the Kilik and Mingtaka passes,
and visited the latter pass. (Our guide told us that in Chinese “Ming’”
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means ‘& thousand” and “Taka’ means “ibex,” but though
we kept a good look out we saw none ; on the way back, however we
picked up a 45” head which looked as if it had been killed by a
leopard.) The approach to this passisnot as easy asthat to the Kilik
because the path lies over the moraine of the Ghul Kwaja Unwin
glacier and is very rough. We saw the corpses of several ponies which
had apparently broken their legs on this bad going, but, inspite of this,
travellers prefer this route to the Kilik as it is a few miles shorter
and there is less danger from robbers on the far side. The top of the
pass itself is flat and boggy and the northern approach is very open
and easy. Although this pass is lower than the Kilik, being 15,450',
we found the air to be extremely rarified and had as much difficulty in
breathing there as we had had the previous day at 18,000’. This is
an interesting fact but we could not account for it in any way.

The following day we reached Misgar, the most northerly village
in India, where there is a telegraph office, and thus came into contact
with civilization for the first time for a month. This was also half
way in distance, but not in time.

From Misgar to Baltit, the capital of Hunza, is a distance of fifty-
two miles and this we marched in four days. Between these two places
there is a road theoretically fit for pack animals but, since the road
lies through the Hunza gorge where the river cuts its way through the
Karakorum Range, it is very narrow and it is safer to use coolie
transport along the greater part of the route. A caravan from
Kashgar, which was a short way ahead of us, lost two ponies on this
part of the route through their loads hitting the cliff on the inside of
the track and forcing them over the cliff on the outside and into the
river. In winter, when the river is low, it is possible to walk along
the river bed and thus avoid the road. Another obstacle on, this bit of
road is the Batura glacier which is nearly a mile wide and which
animals have great difficulty in crossing.

A few miles North of Baltit is an interesting obelisk which
commemorates the fact that this road was built in 1902 to enable Lord
Kitchener to visit the Russian frontier.

Baltit, with its green fields, shady trees and white houses,
seemed a paradise compared with the somewhat barren country through
which we had come. On arrival we were welcomed by the Mir’s sons
and invited to stay in some palatial tents adjoining the palace. We
gladly accepted, and spent a very pleasant evening with a hot bath
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and good dinner, followed by an interesting conversation with the
Mir.

Though pressed to stay longer we unfortunately could not spare
the time and, the next day, continued our journey to Aliabad where
we found Colonel and Mrs. L. staying in the Rest House. They had
recently arrived and were proposing to spend a year or more studying
the language and customs of the Burusho. During the course of an
excellent lunch we learnt many interesting facts about the country
through which we were passing. After lunch we walked the remaining
few miles to Minapin where we proposed to spend the night. This
was at the foot of the beautiful mountain of Rakapushi (25,500’),
which dominates this part of Hunza, and we had a fine view of it in the
evening light. On arrival we found to our delight that our mules
had also arrived, having safely negotiated the Darkot Pass. We
were secretly very relieved to see them again as their success had
seemed problematical and it was a high test of the honesty of the
Pathan muleteers. Incidentally these two muleteers, who hailed
from Peshawar, accompanied us the whole way from Drosh to
Bandipur.

Two days later we crossed the border into Gilgit, but before leaving
Hunza it would not be out-of-place to record our impressions of this
interesting state and its people. As in most mountainous countries
the main population of Hunza live in the valleys and graze their
flocks on the hills in summer. They are nearly self-supporting and
spend the winter, when they are snowed up, making various articles
of clothing.

It is noticeable that a large number of the people have very fair
complexions and blue eyes and there is a theory that these are
descendants of Alexander the Great’s army.

Another notable feature is the absence of watch dogs, there
being, Ibelieve, only two in the whole of Baltit and from this it may
be assumed that there is very little crime in the state. In fact it is
claimed by the Mir that there have been only two murders in the
40 odd years of his reign.

The women of Hunza appear to be much freer than their sisters
in the rest of India. They work in the fields with the men and even
play games with them and appear to be thoroughly contented.
Polyandry is generally practised, and this is not inconvenient as
many of the men-are away on the hills during the summer, acting
as shepherds.



Part of the Hunza Gorges North of Baltit.









