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EDITORIAL.

In this number of the journal our readers will find an article
dealing with infantry formations in modern warfare.
This is a criticism of a previous article on a similar
subject. Both contributors express the same fundamental idea.
How, in the face of machine-guns and accurate rifles, can infantry
-get to grips with the enemy ? TFire and movement combined with
skilful use of ground are not enough. Time and again in the
‘Great War the infantry have been stopped and have suffered
crippling casualties in the attack of a defensive position held by con-
-cealed automatic weapons. The machine-gun is now generally re-
cognised as the °‘Queen of the Battle-fields,” and her reign con-
tinues serenely despite even the explosive elements which animate
the most ubiquitous and powerful of her rebellious subjects.

‘Smoke.

It is now generally acknowledged that in an organised attack the
odds lie with the defence, unless the attackers have manceuvring
‘space, and mobile troops to undertake such manceuvre. The defend-
-ers have the choice of ground and the advantages of reconnoitred
and prepared positions for counter attack or withdrawal. Usually
they have visibility and the inherent adaptability to meet surprise
which visibility confers; usually they have obstacles to horse and
‘tank, and machine-gnns hidden and almost immune from ordinary
artillery fire. These conditions have produced a peculiar impasse
which gives most of the advantages to the defence and has necessi-
tated a disproportionate loss in lives for the attackers, despite the
latter’s claim to initiative.
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Since 1915 this problem has exercised the minds of all soldiers.
Tt was solved by tanks so far as the actual assault is concerned, but
only the most enthusiastic and narrow-minded mechanical expert
would dare to state that this success meant that tanks should be
substituted wholesale for infantry and cavalry in the Imperial forces.
We would quote from a recent article in the R. U. 8. I. Journal :

“ Time and again in the history of armaments a new weapoun
has been invented, and enthusiasts have claimed that it will
supersede all existing ones. Time and again, trial and experience
have profoundly modified early optimism, and the new weapon
has taken its proper place in the armament mosaic.”*

Furthermore, it is understood that an armour-piercing machine-
gun bullet has been invented which may paralyse tank movement as
effectively as infantry are paralysed to-day. Already there is the
new double pointed foreign A.P. bullet which, with the anti-tank
guns in a battalion, will—in war against first-class Powers—give the
Tank only slightly greater advantages than his forbear, the knight
in shining armour, achieved against gunpowder. There has been a
great lot of hot air, enthusiasm and fanaticism since the War on the-
respective values which should be accorded to our various armaments
and arms. It is difficult to reduce all our naval, air, cavalry, tank
and infantry enthusiasts to a common denominator. The more,
however, we argue in peace (and with the passage of years of experi-
ment and co-ordination a more general cohesion and mutual agreement
are becoming apparent), the better it will be for us when the next
war occurs. This is a digression from onr main topic, but may help-
to show that the enthusiastic claims to supremacy of air, artillery,
tanks and cavalry need some modification when their attacking
infantry is held up by machine-guns, and their arguments are brought
to the dreary earth where all strategical problems are ultimately solved.

Some other solution besides artillery and tank assistance, is
necessary. Some device to give the infantry (or cavalry or tanks)
an opportunity for manceuvre and surprise. Obviously the use of
darkness is important, but night operations have their own limita-
tions particularly in loss of control and the impossibility of defining
objectives on the ground to the junior leaders. Nevertheless, the
value of darkness for the purpose of effecting surprise needs constant

o4 * ¢ Tmperial Defence: The ArmamentMosaic.” R.U.S.I Journal, February,
934, .
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thought and practice. Occasions however will continue to arise in:
war when daylight attacks only are feasible. If, therefore, it is agreed
that more protection than that afforded by armour-plate, covering
fire, ground and night operations, is required to ensure victory in:
battle, the question of some artificial method, such as smoke, arises.

In. the recent Smoke Demonstrations arranged by Northern:
Command at Taxila some very interesting situations were staged.
For the unbiassed observer it is difficult to disregard all the favourable:
circumstances which proved so conclusively that smoke, artificially
applied so as to blind the defence and protect the attacking forces,
is a partial solution to our problem. These circumstances embraced’
an area of ground rarely found outside landscape targets, a defensive-
position such as one makes in sand-models, an infantry attack over
open, shell-swept ground madeinevitable by an ‘ impassable morass >
implacably placed to one flank, and a perfect wind which disposed
the smoke to the best advantage. Yet as a demonstration staged to
show that smoke might be the means of overcoming the machine~
gun and that its use will give the attacking forces some means of
maneuvre, some chance of surprise and certain hope for protectlon,
this demonstration may well herald a new epoch in tactics.

As an experiment these demonstrations carried out for two days
under varying conditions and with different smoke-producing weapons-
must be declared as an unqualified success. Those who came to jeer—
influenced possibly by the non possumus attitude of the War Office
towards the same subject—remained to cheer. The intelligent appli-
cation of a smoke screen was visibly and convincingly shown as an:
immense advantage to an attacking force, and it has raised some
interesting questions. 'We understand that a note on the subject
will be issued by Army Headquarters bringing attention to bear on
these matters, and asking a number of questions on which Army
Headquarters require information from those who are actually train-
ing troops. We would like to commend its importance to all our
members, Some thorny problems arise from it. With the present
attenuated shell power of the artillery of the Army in India what
proportion of shells, if any, should be smoke ? Should a mortar be:
added to the diffuse armament of an infantry battalion as a smoke-
producing (combined with H. E. sheil) weapon ? How many smoke-
grenades for a battalion, how carried, distributed, employed, and
at what range ? Many fascinating problems come to the fore and.
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“their solution should add interest and variety to training. We shall
welcome any contributions dealing with this subject.

In the journal of October 1933 we made some brief editorial
comments on Hitlerism in Germany and were rash
Germany. enough to prophesy that the Nazis, despite their then
wide unpopulurity, were building on solid foundations, and that
Hitler “ will probably live to assume similar power and grandeur on
the European stage” as did the maligned Mustapha Kemal and
Mussolini. The last six months of German history hear out this
statement in a surprising degree, and now at the risk of boring our
readers, tired as we are of the rumoured clash and distant mutterings
of Buropean wars, it scems that the resurgence of Germany is be-
coming the most important military problem in the Western world.
The British Empire has its own pressing military problems in the
East, many of which are becoming immediate ; but their contempla-
tion only intensifies the muddle of our Furopean military complica-
tions,

The Locarno Pact—how absurd all the praise und sensation
showered upon 1ts consummation appear now !—tied England to a
definite continental réle in the event of a war of aggression between
France and Germany. If Germany attacked France we pledged
ourselves to support France, and vice versa. It was considered then
that the moral support of England’s treaty-bound determination—
-especially when Germany was still obeying her ohligations under the
"Treaty of Versailles—would be sufficient to ensure no bellicose adven-
tures between the two hostile European nations.

Hitler and his Nazis have changed all that. Owing to the im-
potence of the League of Nations (caused primarily by the commercial
rivalry of its constituents), Germany is now able and emboldened,
like Japan in Manchuria, to tell the august League to go to
blazes. She has, in fact, dome so. But Hitler in this deliberate
defiance of world opinion has shown a shrewd sense of diplomatic
statesmanship as cunning as it is disconcerting to his opponents.
When he found himself ringed round with universal antipathy and
suspicion the Nazi leader broke up the combination by directly
approaching France to subscribe to the Four Power Pact. France,
-afraid of offending England and Italy, yielded. This wmanceuvre
disturbed the Petite Entente and resulted in the effective severance of
the French-subsidised Poland from her former ties. Strengthened
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by this admission of international fragility Hitler then provoked a
crisis at the Disarmament Conference. America, England and France
failed to present a united front, and Germany, freed at last from her
bonds, cried “ there is no God but Thor and Hitler is his prophet.”
From that moment Germany has progressed in her Nazi policy. We
outlined the main items of this policy in our October 1933, J ournal,
and their recapitulation might be scrutinised again :
1. Revision of the Treaty of Versailles.
Rearmament and equality.
The Anschluss with Austria.
The abolition of the Polish corridor, Silesia and Danzig.
Minor restorations; Northern Schleswig from Denmark,
Memel from Lithuania, Bupen and Malmedy from Bel-
gium, the Saar, and finally, the overseas colonies,

o o0 B0

Within the last few months we have witnessed the Nazi successes
in the first few clauses of this programme. If this success is main-
tained on the scattered fronts of the remaining items the future holds
many threats. Despite the recently published German-Poiish Pact
which declares that the questions of the Corridor, the frontier of
upper Silesia, and the status of Danzig will remain in statu quo for ten
years, we can hardly see more in this than an attempt to curtail critic-
ism until further preparations are made. That Germany could have
achieved such an alliance with Poland must be accepted as a tribute
to Hitler’s diplomacy and can hardly increase his popularity in the
French Foreign Office. On this tumultuous stage—standing well up
stage for the moment—are the incalculable actors from Russia,
Turkey, Hungary and Japan. It is easy to prophesy that they will

come into limelight before the curtain of this First Act of the Next
World War is rung down.

This language is theatrical but it suits, perhaps, the feeling of
drama which the present European situation is causing. There is
at present everywhere an intangible sensation of menace and even
the most pacifically inclined intellectual journals—to disregard the
intolerable pugnacity of our well-known daily newspapers—show an
anxious sensitiveness which betrays their uneasiness at England’s
unpreparedness.

It seems to us that, with the exception of Germany, who had
weakness thrust upon her, England is the only great nation in the
world which tried genuinely to ensure Peace by disarmament. For
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reasons, cither altruistic or persomal, our statesmen have followed
the public school spirit of precept by example ; they overlooked the
fact that no other country in the world has got even the rudiment
of an idea what that indigenous thing ¢ the public school spirit
stands for. Other nations regarded our studied gestures as either
perfidious or histrionical. We made a gesture to France and [taly
by reducing our air force to the minmum limit ; they replied byv
increasing theit’s to the maximum. The Royal Navy hay been
decreased to proportions which even army officers realise is inadequate
to deal with its tremendous responsibilities. As for the British Army
the less said about this small matter the better. In the event of
trouble in Burope during the next few years-—a not improbable
oceurrence when we bear in mind the above survey of Teutonic
resurgence—we shall not be surprised if, between them. Brirish
commitments under the Locarno Treaty and the average British
outlook on the subject of Defence do not land the British Empire in
a mess worse than we have known.

From press reports, obviously inspired, it is apparent that Army
Headquarters are now busy with some scheme designed
to dilute the congestion of those officers in the Indian
Army who were commissioned between 1915 and 1920. A glance at the
pages of the Indiap Army List will show how necessary this i«. Most
cavalry regiments and infantry hattalions have six or more officers
treading on each other’s heels, of whom perhaps one has the ultimate
prospect of becoming a commanding officer. The others, while
anticipating their gloomy fate, are naturally anxious to hang on in
the hope that death or war will improve their prospects.

But this block of some 1,500 officers, all due for promotion to
Major and a field officer’s emoluments during the next five vears, is
expensive. It means that for many years the Indian Army will be
employing Lieut.-Colonels, Majors and Captains who will be doing
the work of the next junior rank at rates of pay incommensurate
with their labour and experience. It also means that it will dam
the inflow of subalterns from Sandhurst owing to lack of vacancies,
apart from creating a serious shortage between 1945 and 1950 when
the great majority of the War Block officers would retire. It must be
admitted from all points of view, therefore, that something has got
to be done to thin out this abnormal growth in the commissioned
ranks which dates from the outbreak of the Great War until its cloge,

The War Block.
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Those affectedd by this measure deserve in a peculiar degree the
sympathy and consideration of those in authority. One may dis-
regard the financial aspect of the question because it should be taken
for granted that the raison detre of any axing process is its financial
advantage to Government, and no government will ever risk the
unpopularity incurred by the dismissal of its servants if it cannot
show that such dismissals are of monetary benefit to its taxpayers
and electorate. If the scheme will lead to the efficiency of the Indian
Army the unfortunate officers who will suffer will have a consoling
recompensation, and most of them have known for the last ten
vears that a critical stage was gradually approaching. On the other
hand they have a very legitimate grouse; they all came under the
“axe ” of 1922-23 which was wielded with exactly the same purpose
of thinning out the war hlock. Many of them have unpleasant re-
collections of this arbitrary scheme which placed the careers and
prospects of young officers under the whim of anindividual and caused
more dissatisfaction than many senior officers ever realised. When
the 1930 Voluntary Scheme was published it excited more mirth than
interest. The terms given were generous for those very exceptional
cases who had private means or prospects of employment in civil
life. That they failed to induce more than 130 officers, of whom only
some 70 of the war block, to retire was natural, and it is now very
doubtful if any more officers will accept the conditions.

Criticism of our post-war methods to reduce the “ War Block ”
is easy, and it serves no purpose beyond its expression of the feelings.
which must inevitably rise in the minds of those now affected by the
present rumours. The situation has got to be faced that most regi-
ments and battalions will have three to five officers “ axed  before
1942, The important questions arise ; how is this to be done, and
how are those axed to be compensated for this premature curtailment
of their careers ?

The answer to the first question must be efficiency. The less
efficient officers must be got rid of first, which raises the difficult
problem of what constitutes efficiency. Tt will obviously be unfair
both to the officer concerned and to his commanding officer to accept.
the decision of the latter. Officers with from 18 to 22 years’ service
have gone through a pretty severe testing, especially when their war
service is considered, and it would be obviously fairer to have their
record sifted and examined by an impartial board appointed by
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A. H. Q. with, of course, powers to obtain information from brigade
and regimental commanders. It might also be arranged that p. s. c.
officers, apart from their staff qualifications, should be considered
solely on their regimental merits, especially as the scheme is designed
to relieve congestion in regiments and not in formations. A certain
amount of unpopularity is bound to ensue in the Indian Army re-
garding this axing, but we feel that this can be obviated if proper
methods are adopted to ensure that the most strict impartiality is
observed in the selection of the officers concerned. If the scheme
finally approved by Government is a compulsory one it would be fair,
also, to permit voluntary retirement on the terms offered. There
must be an appreciable number of officers, who, for private reasons,
would like to leave India if the terms granted are reasonably good.

Their disappearance would ease the situation considerably for those
of their brother officers who prefer to continue their soldiering careers.

The second question is that of compensation. The necessity for
this axing arises through the fault of Government, and not of its
army officers. If this fact is recognised it is obviously the duty of
Government to give adequate compensation to its unhappy vietims,
The majority of these officers are married with children, and in the
congested employment markets of the world their chances of obtain-
ing work will not be easy. The best terms would obviously be an
adequate pension; but no Government or business can afford to
peasion off its employees in hard times, and it will require some
ingenuity (and a lot of money) to make a square deal. The question
of gratuities in lieu of pensions will arise, but the former have in the
past been the prey of certain “ financiers » and are liable to be wasted.
If pensions are offered, some elastic scheme for the commutation of
part, so as to provide a little capital, might be devised. We have
heard that Government acknowledges sympathetically its responsibil-
ity in the matter and is prepared to meet its obligations as generously
as is compatible with its financial outlook, but so many of us have seen
governmental savings financed by their private roundabouts that
it might be useful to set out certain conditions of service under which
the officers concerned entered the army and which gave them a
certain hope of life insurance :—

1. A great number of officers during 1914—1918 were lured to
the Indian Army by an extraordinary prospectus, issued by the India
Office, setiting forth rates of pay, promotion and pension, and holding
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forth the most extravagant promises of tiger shooting (*“ the sport
of kings ”’) and polo, (“ the king of sports ”). We draw attention to
this indignified document, now decently buried in the waste paper
baskets of all disillusioned officers, to show that the India Office has
an obligation in the matter.

-

2. The officers affected served during the Great War and have
therefore a back ground of experience and war service. The senti-
mental force of this argument is liable to undue importance, but its
practical importance cannot be gainsaid.

3. These officers have already been through a severe process of
axing which only those with “ A > qualifications survived.

4. TUnder the time scale of promotion in the Indian Army the
majority of these officers could look forward to at least 26 years
service and a pension of from £566 to £800, less the cost of living cut.

5. Finally, it might also be emphasised that for many years
these embryonic Majors have been doing Major’s work as Subalterns
and Captains.
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THE BATTLES OF GENERAL SAMSONOV'S ARMY ON THE
26T, 27Ta axv 28t AUGUST 1914.

By Lieurt.-Gexeran N. Goreving, C.B.
(Continued from the article in the January 1933, number of the Journal,)

It was impossible to concentrate General Samsonov’s army,
spread out fanwise as it was, for the decisive days of the battle. The
army battle resolved itself into a number of entirely independent
corps engagements, and therefore the operations of the 26th and 27th
August, the days which decided the fate of the Second Army, must
be discussed separately for each corps. For the sake of convenience
we will commence with an account of the engagements fought on the
front Hohenstein-Soldau.

Up to 1 p.m., on the 26th August General Klyuev, the Commander
of the XTITth Corps, expecting the cancellation of the Army Orders,
had not commenced the Northward march ordered therein. The
order to march on Allenstein was confirmed 2t 1 p.m., and the corps
advanced towards Allenstein in two columns. By evening, without
encountering any resistance, the corps had debouched from the
defile formed by lakes Lansker and Gross Plautziger, leading to the
line specified in Army Orders (Darethen-Kellaren). A heavy bom-
bardment in the Hohenstein area was heard during the march, bust,
being masked by Lake Plautziger, it was not possible to afford any
immediate co-operation to the XVth Corps. In view of the fact that
on the 26th August General Samsonov had confirmed his orders to
advance to Allenstein, General Klyuev, the Commander of the XIIIth
Corps, was unwilling to decide on his own initiative on the evening
of the same day, upon a course which involved a change of direction
for his corps of nearly 180 degrees. He therefore telegraphed to the
Staff of the Army on the evening of the 26th, as follows : I propose
to march to the assistance of the XVth Corps.” However, shortly
after the despatch of this telegram Operation Orders for the 27th
arrived from the Staff of the Army. The following were the orders
issued to corps :—

“The VIth Corps, leaving a screening force at Bischofsburg, is
to march on Allenstein to co-operate with the XIITth and XVth
Corps in striking a blow against the left flank of the enemy ; the XIIIth
and XVth Corps are to continue their offensive, aiming at the occupa-~
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tion of the line Allenstein-Osterode ; the Ist Corps is to continue in
the execution of its present task of safeguarding the left flank of the
army.” 1

By this time communication between the XIIIth Corps and the
Staff of the Army had been temporarily ioterrupted as the local in-
habitants were tearing down the telegraph lines wholesale. There
was also a breakdown in communication with the VIth Corps. A
liaison officer who arrived on the 25th August from the Staff of the
VIth Corps could only report that the corps had marched north
towards Bischofsburg in accordance with the instructions of the Staff
of the Army. There were no reports from the frontier guard patrols
which had been sent out in this direction. Nome of the attempts
made by the wireless station to call up the VIth Corps during the
night 25th-26th led to any result, for the powerful station of the
Fortress of Novogeorgievsk was working the whole night, transmitting
reports and returns to G. H. Q., and the weaker field stations could
not get through with their calls. Just before dawn success was
achieved, and the VIth Corps replied to the calls; a despatch was
transmitted, and information demanded with regard to the situation,
but the reply received could not be deciphered, and the VIth Corps
made no reply to subsequent calls, Communication with the VIth
Corps could not be re-established throughout the whole of the 26th.

Corps reconnaissance reports stated that Allenstein had been
evacuated by the Germans. The presumption was that the Germans,
not wishing to subject the town to a bombardment, had retired to
the North. Also, according to the information communicated by
the Staff of the Army, there were two German corps in the area Gutt-
stadt-Allenstein-Osterode. ~ Under such conditions General Klyuev
feared to take the initiative and thereby fail to comply with Army
Orders lest he should place the VIth Corps, which had been sent to
Allenstein in a difficult position. There were other reasons, connect-
ed with the maintenance of supplies, arguing for the immediate
occupation of Allenstein. The corps had now been for several days
without bread, and the supply of biscuits was also exhausted. The
XIIIth Corps was now seven marches away from its base at Ostro-
lenko, and, as there was not even corps transport, as soon as the

1t Operations in Eastern Prussia in July, August and the beginning of Sep-
tember 1914, Vatsetis, Moscow, 1923, p. 83.
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frontier was crossed it had become impossible to bring up supplies.
General Klyuev intended to feed his hungry troops by requisitioning
the bakeries of some centre of population.

As no reply had been received from the Staff of the Army in the
course of the night 26th-27th, General Klyuev was forced to ask the
Commander of the XVth Corps whether the assistance of the XIIIth
Corps would be required by him on the 27th. On the morning of the
27th, when the Corps column had commenced to march off, a telegram
was received from the Commander of the XVth Corps, asking for
co-operation. General Klyuev decided to move the nearest division
(the 1st) to Hohenstein immediately, and to concentrate the other
(the 36th) in the Stabigotten area, to enable him, as soon as the
situation should become clear, either to move this division also to
Hohenstein, or else, in case of need, to march it to Allenstein to assist
the VIth Corps. However, before the Staff of the Corps had had time
to issue the necessary orders, a second telegram was received from the
Staff of the XVth Corps: By orders of the Army Commander
please send a brigade to report here for orders.” General Klyuev
took this telegram as the answer not only of the Commander of the
XVth Corps, but of the Army Commander also. The 2nd Brigade
of the 1st Division, together with a group of artillery, was immediately
sent to afford assistance, but the remaining units of the Corps were

marched to Allenstein, which was occupied without fighting during the
latter half of the 27th August.

Shortly after the arrival of these units in Allenstein, two aviators
landed there. One of them rendered a report of the dispositions of the
XVth Corps. The other stated that when flying over Wartenburg
he had seen two columns, say a division each in strength, marching

towards that town from the south-east; he could not say whether
they were our own or the enemy’s.

An officer of the General Staff of the XIIIth Corps had occupied
the observer’s seat in the first machine, in order to ascertain with
greater accuracy the trace of the XVth Corps front. Concerning the
volumns which had been observed approaching Wartenburg the Corps
Staff was convinced beyond doubt that this must be the VIth Corps
on the march; as regards both time and direction the information
given by the aviator fully justified this conviction. This aviator was
entrusted with a despatch contfaining a statement of the situation,
and was ordered to land beside one of the columns he had seen, and



The Baitles of General Samsonov’s Army. 161

to transmit the despatch to General Blagoveshchensky, the Comman-
der of the VIth Corps. Inter alia, in this statement General Klyuev
declared it to be his intention, failing the receipt of instructions from
the Staff of the Army by the morning of the 28th August, to march
the XIITIth Corps at dawn, either to Hohenstein, or, if the situation
so required, to Osterode, to co-operate with the XVth Corps. A
mounted reconnaissance party under an officer was despatched by
the Corps Staff to Wartenburg, to verify the aviator’s information.

The aviator flew off, but had not returned by nightfall. In view
of the poor condition of the machines this circumstance caused no-
special anxiety.

The conviction that the VIth Corps was approaching was so
strong that when one of the scouts who had been sent out in the
afternoon by General Prejentsov, the Commander of the 36th Divi-
sion, galloped up to him that evening and reported that he had seen
a column marching towards Wartenburg, and that when he had
approached this column they had fired on him, General Prejentsov
attached no particular importance to this, as cases had previously

occurred of our own troops firing on our scouts, and even on members
of the staff carrying orders.

On the evening of the 27th August the following message was
received by the Staff of the XIITth Corps from the Commander of
the nearer division of the XVth Corps. ‘“ By order of the Army
Commander the XIIIth Corps is placed under the orders of the Com-
mander of the XVth Corps. The Commander of the XVth Corps
orders an immediate march to co-operate with the XVth Corps by
directing a blow against the left flank of the enemy.” By this time
the officer of the General Staff who had been flying over the XVth
Corps positions had returned to the Staff of the XIIIth Corps and
had reported in detail on whathe had seen. It was, however, quite
impracticable to turn out the corps immediately for a night march,
as the troops had already marched ten days without a rest and were
utterly exhausted. The march could only be ordered to commence
at dawn on the 28th August. In view of the fact that the XIIIth
Corps would have to complete a march of more than 30 versts in
the course of the 28th, General Klyuev considered that on the even-
ing of the 28th the corps would only have time to deploy and that
his forces as a whole would not be able to join battle to the south-
west of Hohenstein before the 29th August. Therefore, fearing a
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German blow against Neidenburg from the west, General Klyuev
sent a message to the Commander of the XVth Corps, stating that the
movement which he had been ordered to carry out would only be of
use should the XVth Corps be in a position to hold its ground up to the
morning of the 29th, he therefore asked for an officer of the General
Staff, with a full appreciation of the situation up to date, to be sent to
meet him before the XIIIth Corps reached the battlefield.?

This completes the sum total of the part played by the XIIIth
Corps during the decisive days of the fighting between the Second
Army and the Germans. Thus, out of the five infantry divisions left
in General Samsonov’s hands for the decisive operations, by sending
the XVIIth Corps in the wrong direction, he had deprived himself
of the use of one and a half infantry divisions in the battle, 7.e., a
third of his strength, low as it was already. :

The crucial strain in these operations fell entirely upon the two
divisions of the XVth Corps.

On the morning of the 26th August the XVth Corps marched
off in three columns in the direction specified for it in Army Orders.
By 1 p.m.,ithad reached the lineSchwedrich-Nadrau-Waplitz and had
then entered the battle area. The town of Hohenstein itself was
-occupied by a brigade of the 8th Infantry Division (the central column)
without fichting. However, the 6th Infantry Division (the left hand
column), had encountered stubborn resistance on the part of the
enemy, especially in the Miihlen area, where it became involved in a
hot fight. By evening the 6th Division had deployed, with its left
flank facing Miihlen, and its centre and right flank on the line Lich-
teinen-Konigsgut ; the 8th Infantry Division was occupying the line
‘Grieslicnen-Hohenstein.

It had become clear, from reports from the troops and from the
results of reconnaissance, that the main line of resistance of the enemy
was on the western bank of the river Dreventz. At the same time
air information had been received, to the effect that there was a
strongly fortified position extending between lakes Miihlen and
Damerau, and that a large number of batteries were in that locality.
This latter information was immediately communicated to the Staff

of the Army and the 2nd Infantry Division, which was attacking upon
this front.

1 ¢ Brief outline of the operations of the Army of the Narev’ by V. Fuchs,
of the Gieneral Staff of the XIIIth Corps; “ Voenny Shornik,” No. 4, pp. 134, 135,
136 (Belgrade).
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The Commander of the XVth Corps appreciated the situation
quite correctly, and decided, before continuing the march forward
in accordance with Army Orders, to defeat the enemy in his position
on the bank of the river Dreventz. For this purpose, however, it
was necessary to wheel the corps, during the night 26th-27th August,
through an angle of more than 45 degrees. This decision was com-
municated to the Staff of the Army.

“On the morning of the 27th August,” writes General Martos,!
“I sent Colonel Panash to the General Staff telephone, to inform
General Postovsky? of my firm belief that it was essential to the suc-
cess of the whole operation that General Klyuev’s corps should combine
with me, instead of marching on Allenstein. The two corps together
could then inflict another defeat upon the Germans, whose strength,
from the number of their heavy guns, I estimated to be not greater
than one corps. General Postovsky replied that the Army Comman-
der did not wish to confine General Klyuev’s initiative, but that one
brigade of the XIIIth Corps would be placed at my disposal for the
occupation of Hohenstein and for a blow against the Germans from
that town. I was greatly surprised at this reply, as it was not upon
his own initiative that Klyuev was marching upon Allenstein, but
only in fulfilment of Army Orders........ ?

It may be concluded from the further description of this inei-
dent given by General Martos, that the report of the XVth Corps
Commander, which was of the greatest importance from the point of
view of strategy and which had been conveyed by Colonel Panash to
the Chief of Staff of the Army, was not transmitted by the latter to
General Samsonov.

“ Thus, on the morning of the 27th August,” General Martos
goes on to say, “ when I delivered an attack with the whole corps
against the enemy position, the XIIIth Corps was being marched to
Allenstein, in the opposite direction.”

The battle raged from the morning of the 27th August. The
XVth Corps was now fighting on a front between Drdbnitz and
Miihlen, facing west. The enemy’s resistance was stubborn, and

1 ¢ Qutline of the operations of the XVth Corps in Eastern Prussia in 1914,”
by General Martos, p. 13. Manuseript in the possession of the author.
2 Chief of Staff of the Second Army.
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the Brigade of the XIIIth Corps, which arrived from Stabigotten in
the afternoon, was sent from Hohenstein to Drébnitz, to outflank the
enemy'’s left from the north.

About 4 p.m., the Corps Commander issued orders for a general
attack. The units of the XVth Corps despite heavy losses, commenced
an energetic offensive upon the whole front. About 7 p.m. the
Russians succeeded in obtaining temporary possession of Mihlen,
which was strongly fortified. Nevertheless at nightfall the Germans
were still holding their positions on the bank of the river Drewenz.
The Brigade of the XIITth Corps had not fulfilled its task, and the
German left flank still extended behind the river Drewenz to the
north of Drgbaitz. At nightfall this brigade was entangled in the
forests to the south of the colony of Plateinen. Worn out by cease-
less marches, and by the forced march again executed on the 27th
it fell a victim to panic and retreated in disorder to Hohenstein.

“ About 5 p.m. with a continuous bombardment in progress
along the whole corps front, and with the rifle and machine-gun fire
increasing from moment to moment, ”’ writes General Martos, ““ I was
called to the telephone by General Postovsky ”................
“....General Postovsky transmitted to me the following orders
from the Army Commander : on the morning of the 28th August the
XVth Army Corps was to march on Allenstein to co-operate with the
XTITth and VIth Corps. He added that a strong concentration would
thus be formed for a blow against the Germans. I replied that it was
impossible to carry out these instructions, as all the units of the corps
were engaged in fierce fighting, and the enemy was receiving continual
reinforcements, and that an aviator who had returned a short time
previously reported a continuous movement of German troops towards
the east. When Postovsky nevertheless began to insist on the exe-
cution of these orders, I declared to him finally that the Army Com-
mander could appoint a General to take over the Corps, and relieve
me of my command. “I will report our conversation to the Army
Commander,” replied Postovsky, “ and in an hour’s time I will call

you up on the telephone. ” However he did not again call me to the
telephone........ ”

‘The 2nd Infantry Division (the XXIIIrd Corps) was to have
marched to the south of the XVth Corps, echeloned in rear of its

3 Inhis “ Outline™ p. 14,
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left flank. It passed the night preceding the 26th August at Skottau
and Lippau. By the evening of the 26th it was to have reached the
line of the main road Hohenstein-Reichenau. The division marched
.off in two columns ; the left (the 2nd Brigade) marched westward of
lake Kownatken to Gross Gardienen-Thurau; the right (the 1st Bri-
gade) marched eastward of lake Kownatken to Seythen-Mithlen. On
the line Gross Gardienen-Thurau-Seythen both brigades came under
a cruel fire from an artillery many times stronger than theirs. Never-
theless the 2nd Infantry Division, which had become extended over
a front of ten versts, continued to advance with determination. In
the end, after suffering very heavy casualties, both brigades retreated ;
the 2nd Brigade to Lippau, the 1st to Yaniishkau.

Lest the reader should unjustly condemn these troops, we will
give here a few details of the operations of one of the brigades which
suffered most on this day, namely the 2nd. An account of the attack
by the 7th Reval Infantry Regiment shows that before attaching
Thurau the regiment had had to conduct an advance under the flanking
fire of the enemy. Nevertheless the regiment advanced cheerfully,
inspired by the gallant example of its commander and officers. The
first line of German trenches was captured, but when the regiment
.executed a further advance, it came under the fire of heavy artillery,
to which our field guns could not even reply, as they were outranged.
-Considerable enemy forces then charged the left flank of the regiment.
The details of the fighting afford many examples of striking heroism.
‘The handfuls of men remaining out of the regiment, which had melted
.away owing to its losses, executed several counter attacks at which
they got to grips with the bayonet. With one of these groups was
the regimental commander, who had been severely wounded. But no
.amount of heroism could re-establish the situation. The remmnants
of the regiment fell back, with difficulty getting their standard away.
‘The Reval Regiment, which had 13} companies in this engagement,
lost in killed and wounded 51 officers and 2,800 other ranks, ¢.e., more
than 75%,. For all practical purposes the regiment had ceased to
exist.

On the following day, the 27th August, under enemy pressure
the 1st Brigade retreated to Frankenau, but the remnants of the 2nd
"Brigade retreated to Neidenburg in complete disorder. The men were
absolutely worn out, there was no 8. A. A, and for three days now
no bread or biscuits had been issued.
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As the result the road from Gilgenburg to Neidenburg were com-
pletely open to the Germans. These roads led direct to the rear of
the XVth and XIIIth Corps.

On the morning of the 26th August the 1st Army Corps, under
the command of General Artamonov, was disposed as follows : the 24th
Infantry Division was deployed on the front Usdau Gravlau, thus,
threatening to turn the right flank of the German XXth Corps, which
was to the south of lake Damerau. Advanced units of the same
division had been pushed forward to the line Bergling Seeben
Murawken ; on the right flank of this division was the 1st Brigade of
the 6th Cavalry Division (General Shtempel). On the left flank a
Brigade of the 22nd Division had been pushed forward in the direction
of Heinrichsdorf. The other brigade of this division was in corps
reserve at Soldau. The 2nd Brigade of the 6th Cavalry Division was
operating in the Lensk area. Finally, the 15th Cavalry Division was
operating still farther to the left, in the direction of Lautenburg
and to the south of it.

During the second half of the 25th August the 15th Cavalry
Division was hotly engaged at Lauthenburg, which they occupied for
a period. Here they had to deal with General Mithlmann’s Brigade,
which had advanced from Strasburg. After street fighting the town
of Lautenburg was again captured by the Germans.

" As already stated, on the 25th August General Artamonov report-
ed to the Staff of the Army that the Germans had commenced an
offensive from the direction of Lautenburg and lake Damerau, and
that General Samsonov had placed the 1st Rifle Brigade and the 3rd
Guards’ Infantry Division, which had arrived at Mlava, under the
orders of the Commander of the 1st Corps.

A German offensive upon the whole front commenced from the
early morning of the 26th August.

The advanced units of the 24th Infantry Division were holding
out stubbornly in the area Seeben Gross Koschlau. In view of the
strength of the attack being developed by the Germans against the
right flank of the Russian 1st Army Corps, General Artamonov trans-
ferred his corps reserves to Frodau. By evening the right flank and
centre of the 1st Corps had fallen back to the line Wilhelmshof (one
verst to the north of Usdau)—Gross Tauersee. The enemy was now
occupying the front Gross Grieben-Meischlitz-Heinrichsdorf.
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General Artamonov’s reports to the Staff of the Army regarding
the fighting of this day were optimistic and might even be characteris-
ed as boastful. At night the Ist Infantry Brigade arrived at Soldau
from Mlava, but nevertheless the Ist Army Corps was in an extremely
dangerous situation. Owing to the defeat inflicted on the 2nd In-
fantry Division by the Germans on the 26th August, the right flank
of the Ist Corps at Usdau was hanging in the air. The brigade of the
6th Cavalry Division without artillery was no safeguard, and could
only screen the empty expanse which had been formed. Moreover
the remnants of the 2nd Brigade of the 2nd Infantry Division, which
had assembled at Lippau on the 27th August were quite useless for
fighting. According to the testimony of the Chief of Staff of the
Second Army,! General Samsonov all the while feared for the safety
of the Ist Army Corps, and even despatched Colonel Krymov to the
Staff of this Corps, to remain with General Artamonov expressly for
the purpose of keeping him fully informed of all that was happening
in that quarter. All the greater must be the astonishment aroused
by the idea of concentrating the XIIIth, XVth and VIth Corps on
Allenstein, which, by the evidence of General Martos, was the plan
of the Second Army Staff.

At 4 a.m. on the 27th a very strong German artillery opened
concentrated fire on the positions of the 24th Infantry Divisions.
The overwhelming superiority of the enemy in artillery soon enabled
him to obtain the supremacy in artillery fire. Our artillery fire was
kept down by the enemy, and our infantry suffered heavy losses, a
particularly serious moral effect being produced upon it by the nu-
merous heavy guns of the enemy. Nevertheless, the infantry of the
24th Division held on to their position heroically, and the divisional
artillery at the least opportunity did its utmost to afford the infantry
assistance. When it became clear that the Germans were outflanking
our right the brigade of the 22nd Infantry Division which had been
in corps reserve at Fredau was put into the fighting line. But the
German flanking movement nevertheless confinued to develop ; their
artillery commenced to batter the Russian positions with flanking
fire. About 11 a.m. our infantry could no longer hold out and com-
menced to retreat on Soldau.

1 The offensive of General Samsonov’s Army in Eastern Prussia,” by General
Postovsky, p. 8. (Manuscript in the possession of the author),
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A German offensive from the direction of Heinrichsdorf had also
commenced from the early morning, but the 2nd Brigade of the
22nd Infantry Division, which was facing them, was joined by the
1st Rifle Brigade which had arrived by rail from Novogeorgievsk.
‘The riflemen, together with the men of the Petrovsky and Neishlotsky
Regiments executed an energetic counter-offensive, and the German
infantry began a hasty retreat. The riflemen, following them up,
even captured Heinrichsdorf, but it then became difficult for our
infantry to advance further, the Gtermans covering the retreat of their
infantry with artillery fire. The Russians had not the superiority
in number of batteries necessary to neutralise this fire. The battle
assurned a static character, but just after noon it was learnt that the
right flank of the 24th Infantry Division had been defeated at Usdaun.
The left flank of this division, which had been fighting at Gross
Tauersee, also commenced to retreat on Soldau, following up on the
right flank. The Germans, advancing on the tracks of the 24th
Infantry Division, began to threaten the right flank of our troops

fighting at Heinrichsdorf, and therefore a retirement commenced
here also.

By the evening of the 27th General Artamonov’s corps had
assembled to the south of Soldau, with only a composite rearguard
of five regiments of infantry and six batteries to the North of the
River Neide. By the evening of the 27th the roads from Usdau to
Neidenburg were thus completely open to the Germans. On these
roads was left only General Shtempel’s Cavalry Brigade, which on this
-day had bad to extend farther to the north in order also to guard the
roads from Gilgenburg to Neidenburg.

The operations of the Ist Army Corps on the 27th gave rise to
grave charges on the part of the Higher Staffs against this corps, in
that it had brought disaster upon the whole of General Samsonov’s
army by a premature retirement. The majority of Russian military
writers hold a similar opinion and adopt a severe attitude towards
this corps. We would, however, ask the reader to defer his judgment
until we have explained rather more fully what had taken place on
the German side. In the present instance the historian must exercise
great caution with regard to the opinion of the Staff of the Second
Army and the Staff of the Army Group, where there were too many
people interested in finding a scapegoat to bear the blame for the
gross strategic blunders which had been committed. Such “ scape-
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goats ”’ are always the troops and their immediate commanders in the
field. This may be said to be a kind of psychological law, and has

been skilfully portrayed by Count Tolstoy in the pages of “ War and
Peace.”

It must be remarked here that there was another reason for the
Higher Staffs to adopt a hostile attitude with regardto the operations
of the 1st Corps. The complete lack of training in the administration
and command of a corps on the part of the corps commander and his
staff was suddenly revealed to them. General Artamonov had done
his best to “ command * his corps by applying the methods of an
epoch long gone by. This had led him to interfere in the affairs of
subordinate commanders, which, in its turn, could not but breed con-
fusion. Wishing to encourage the troops by his personal example,
he was motored around the positions occupied by his troops, which
led to the neglect of the * control ” of the corps. General Artamonov
himself completely failed to grasp the essential idea of the battle upon
the whole front. Only this can explain the fact that, just an hour
before his troops were in full retreat from Usdau, General Artamonov
wrote in his report to the Commander of the Second Army that the
corps remained “firm as a rock.” One can only be amazed at the
stubborn way in which the troops continued to fight, despite the
confusion in control. But when the situation had really become
serious the results of this absence of control became evident; the
retreat when commenced could not be regulated. The state of chaos
in the central organ of control—the staff of the Corps—is demonstrat-
ed by the following example. When Colonel Krymov wished to
inform the Commander of the Second Army direct that the retire-
ment of the Ist Corps had commenced, he could not do so; the tele-
phone, the telegraph, and even the wireless station had been evacuated.

Whilst the engagements described above were being fought out on
the front Hohenstein-Soldau, a VIth Corps battle took place at Bis-
chofsburg on the 26th August.

It will be recalled that by Directive No. 4 of the 23rd August
this corps, together with the main body of the army, in accordance
with the orders of the Commander-in-Chief, were to have marched
to the Bischofsburg-Sorquitten front. To their right marched the
4th Cavalry Division, upon which the same directive had imposed the-
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following task: “ To advance on Sensburg and to reconnoitre the
stretch of country bounded on the right by the line Rastenburg-
Gerdauen-Allenburg, and on the left by the line Rossel Schip-
penbeil-Domnau, observing towards Lotzen.”

The VIth Corps and the 4th Cavalry Division marched in the
directions ordered ; the latter sent out a strong chain of reconnais-
sance parties to clear up the situation in the stretch of country specified.

On the 25th August the VIth Corps and the 6th Cavalry Division
received amendments to the directive. These had been necessitated
by the Commander-in-Chief’s sanction to attack, not the front Sens-
burg-Allenstein, but the front Allenstein-Osterode, with the main
body. According to these amendments the VIth Corps was to remain
at Bischofsburg, and was given the task of guarding the right flank
of the army from attack from the direction of Rastenburg. The
area to be reconnoitred by the 4th Cavalry Division was also changed ;
this stretch of country was now bounded on the right by Rasten-
burg-Bartenstein, on the left by the line Seeburg-Heilsherg.

By the evening of the 26th August the VIth Corps was disposed
as follows : the 16th Infantry Division at Bischofsburg with an advance
guard at Adamshof ; the 4th Infantry Division at Rothfliess with
an advance guard at Kleiack. The outpost line was Allmoyen-
Striewo-Teistimmen, facing' north-eastwards. Hence it will be
seen that the corps was disposed for the night with Rastenburg taken
as the direction of danger, which was in accord with the instructions.
given by the Staff of the Army.

The VIth Corps, like the corps of General Samsonov’s army, was
not at full establishment, but in the VIth Corps the shortage reached
extreme bounds; the 16th Infantry Division was without the 6lst
Vladimir Regiment, and the 4th Infantry Division was short of
fourteen companies and one battery. There were six sotnias at the
disposal of the Commander of the VIth Corps to fulfil the role of
Divisional Cavalry. Incidentally, the strategic task of guarding the
right flank of the army in the area between Allenstein and the princi-
pal Masurian Lakes made it essential for the Commander of the VIth
Corps to have large numbers of cavalry at his disposal. It is true
that the 4th Cavalry Division which in peace time belonged to the
establishment of the VIth Corps, was next to that corps at Sensburg,
but the Corps Commander was not now free to issue orders to it, as
it was army cavalry, and moreover its disposition at Sensburg had
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been settled beforehand by the Commander-in-Chief. As the result
the VIth Corps had to content itself with close reconnaissance alone
by its weak cavalry.

The Army Commander’s orders, which had been forwarded to the
4th Cavalry Division, altered the direction of their distant reconnais-
sance. This Division had to send out a new series of reconnaissance
squadrons and patrols, for the new stretch of country to be explored
only overlapped the old in a small sector between Rastenburg and
(Rossel). The 4th Division was onlyat a three-regiment establishment.
‘This doubtless must have had its effect upon the speed with which
the change of front of the reconnaissance could be carried out. A%
the same time the results of the distant reconnaissance could only
reach the Staff of the VIth Corps after great delay ; before reaching
the area Bischofstein-Lautern-Seeburg the reconnaissance units
.of the 4th Cavalry Division had had to cover a distance of more than
20 versts along the VIth Corps front ; thereafter the reports of these
units had to be got back along the same road to the Staff of the 4th
Cavalry Division, whence they were communicated to the Staff of
-the Corps. Nevertheless, during the night 25th-26th August General
Blagoveshchensky received information of the presence of large enemy
forces at Lautern and Seeburg. The Commander of the VIth Corps,
.considered that in order to fulfil the task imposed upon him he ought
to cover the right flank of the army in the direction of the forces which
had been discovered at Seeburg, moved the 16th Infantry Division
.closer to Allenstein. The idea behind this decision was correct, but
to carry out this idea the 4th Infantry Division should have been
given the necessary warning against becoming involved in serious
fighting with superior forces of the ensmy, and told to retreat in such
a case to Passenheim. With our commanders’ complete lack of
training, the execution of manceuvres of this type required the issue
by the Corps Commander of specially dstailed instructions to his
subordinates, but nothing of the sort was done.

On the morning of the 26th August the 16th Infantry Division
was despatched to Bartelsdorf. By that time fighting had commenc-
ed on the outpost line of the 4th Infantry Division. The enemy
began his offensive from Lautern, and in ever increasing strength
continued to extend his front westward, until by 11 a.m., a furious
battle was raging on the line Teistimmen~Gross Bussau-Kanz-
keim. An artillery many times our superior had been brought into
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action on the enemy’s side. On our side the whole of the 4th Infantry
Division had been drawn into the battle and had quickly exhausted
their reserves. Our artillery had been forced to give up the struggle
with the enemy’s batteries, and to fire only on those units of the
enemy which were placing us in the greatest danger. The Russian
regiments resisted gallantly, suffering enormous losses from the
hostile artillery fire. Owing to the paucity of our artillery the German
infantry got to grips so quickly that it was now impossible to break
off the battle before evening. Fearing that the 4th Infantry Division
was in no state to hold out till the evening, at 10 p.m. the Commander
of the VIth Corps sent orders to the 16th Division to return to Bischofs-
burg. About 5 p.m. the Commander of the 16th Infantry Division,
while the division was still more than seven versts from Bischofsburg,
received new orders from the Corps Commander to send one regiment
to Bischofsburg as corps reserve and to march the remainder of his
forces westward of lake Dadey to Ramsau, for a further advance on
Sauerbsum. General Blagoveshchensky expected that this blow
at the flank of the enemy units attacking the 4th Infantry Division
to the east of lake Dadey would assist thelatter to break off the battle.
But this idea, though correct in itself, was not founded on consider-
ations of time and space. The only result was the trouble which
ensued for the 16th Infantry Division. While the 16th Infantry
Division was completing its march, the 4th Infantry Division, sur-
rounded on three sides, yielded ground and commenced s retirement
which- quickly assumed the character of a sauve qui peut, back to
Ortelsburg. The retreating troops became inter-mingled with the
transport, and the whole rearward movement became disorderly.
In the battle of Bischofsburg the 4th Infantry Division, with an estab-
lishment of twelve and a half battalions, five field and two howitzer
batteries, lost.73 officers, 5,283 other ranks, two batteries and
. eighteen machine-guns. Infantry casualties thus reached 50 per cent.

The 16th Infantry Division and units of the 4th Cavalry Division

covered this disorderly retreat. At dawn on the 27th August the 16th

- Infantry Division began to retire from Bischofsburg towards

. Mensguth, where its rear guard at about 4 p.m. became involved

. in action with the enemy’s advance guard, which had overtaken it to-
the north of Mensguth.

The main body-of the 16th Infantry Division was also gradually
deployed and put-into the battle. * The enemy attacks were feeble,
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and at dusk the fighting died down,” writes an officer of the General
Staff of the 16th Infantry Division,® “the Division moved on to
Ortelsburg by a night march, reaching that town on the 28th August.
According to orders the Staff of the Corps should have been at Mens-
guth, but it had not turned up there and touch with it was lost. In
the same way touch had been lost with the 4th Infantry Division
during its hasty retreat. The 16th Infantry Division passed by
Ortelsburg, which was in flames, and took up positions a little to the
east of it.” The author of this article gives a clear picture of the
effects upon the 16th Division of all General Blagoveshchensky’s
blunders in the direction of the VIth Corps. He was, of course, to
blame for these blunders, but unfortunately they were due to the
general lack of training of our commanders and General Staff in
operations with large bodies of troops. In this regard the command
of the 16th Infantry Division also provided a bad example. In fact,
according to the assertion of the author just quoted, touch had been
lost with the Corps Commander, and this had occurred even before
the Division passed through Mensguth. Thus it had become the duty
of the Divisional Commander and his staff on their own initiative to
come to a decision in accord with the strategic situation which had
developed. The Commander of the 16th Infantry Division and his
staff could not be ignorant of the fact that the remaining corps of
General Samsonov’s army were at Allenstein and to the west thereof,
Under these conditions there was only one route for the 16th Infantry
Division—the road to Passenheim, where they would be able to
defend the defile existing between the lakes, and to prevent the enemy
corps from debouching in rear of the main body of General
Samsonov’s army. The command of the 16th Infantry Division,
however, preferred to confine itself to a passive réle, and, instead
of taking this course, trundled along after the 4th Infantry Division
and the Corps Command, which had departed southward.

By the morning of the 28th August the VIth Corps found itself
in the area Olschicnen-Wallen. The 4th Cavalry Division had been
sent out in the direction of Grammen, in order to block the path
of the enemy cavalry from Passenheim. Nevertheless, one cannot
but consider the withdrawal southward of the 16th Infantry Division,

1 “ The operations of the VIth Corps and the main reasons for the failure
of ﬁéle) Second Army in Eastern Prussia,” p. 168 Voenny Sbornik” No.4 (Bel-
grade).
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a unit fully capable of fighting, to have been a gross strategic blunder
on the part of the Corps Commander and the Divisional Commander,
and one which led to disastrous results for the central corps of the
Second Army.

Meanwhile what had become of the Staff of the Second Army
during these decisive davs (the 26th and 27th August)? To what
an extent the command of the Second Army had misjudged the situa-
tion may be seen from the above quoted orders for the 27th August,
and in particular from the conversation which took place, according
to the testimony of the Comimander of the XVth Corps, between him
and the Chief of Staff of the Second Army on the 27th August. Ap-
parently General Jilinsky's obstinacy in pushing the Second Army
northwards had transmitted itself to his subordinates in the chain
of command, and the Staff of the Second Army, despite the situation
and opposed to all reason, was pushing the main body of the army to
Allenstein. The circumstance that this new ° strategical ” attitude
on the part of the command of the Second Army followed immediately
upon General Jilinsky’s concessions, is extremely interesting as a
psychological sidelight.

By the evening of the 27th the disastrous situation of the Second
Army must have been quite clear to the command of the Second
Army. General Samsonov’s report to the Staff of the Army, timed
11-30 p.m. of the 27th August, is proof of this.

\

“ To-day is the second day upon which the army has been fight-
ing upon the whole front. It appears from the interrogation of
prisoners that the Ist, XVIIth, XXth Army and 1st Landwehr?
Corps are taking part in the battle. On the last flank the Tst Corps
held on to its position up to 15-00 hours. The corps was then with-
drawn without sufficient reason (?!) to the Soldau area. Owing
to this I have dismissed General Artamonov from the command of the
corps, which has been taken over by General Dushkevick. In the
centre the 2nd Infantry Division has suffered heavy losses, but the
gallant Lebau Regiment has maintained its position at Frankenau.
The Reval Regiment has been almost annihilated : the standard and
one platoon have survived. The Estlandsky Regiment has withdrawn
in great disorder to Neidenburg, where it has been reorganised in
accordance with my instructions. At 11 a.m. the XVth Corps by my

1 This is appa,rently'an error for the 1st Reserve Corps. (Author’s note.)






