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EDITORIAL.,

The White Paper, putting forward proposals for Indian constitu-
The White  tional reform, has met with a curious reception. In
Paper. England among die-hard extremists it has been dub-
bed “an abject surrender to Indian extremists  ; in India the Con-
gressfaction consider it a surrender to *“ British die-hard Imperialism.”
Needless to say, it is neither of these things. The report is merely the
result of three Round Table Conferences, a series of Commissions
and innumerable inquiries and discussions carried out with the object
of finding a suitable basis for the conversion of the present system of
government in India into a responsibly governed Federation of States
and Provinces. The White Paper sets forth certain proposals which
will now be placed before a Joint Select Committee (in consultation
with Indian representatives). The Committee will later make a
report on them to Parliament.

These proposals contain nothing new and those who have followed
-constitutional events of the last few years will find in them only a
precise summary of what was anticipated. Recent events in Ireland
are perhaps the reason for the special emphasis laid on Safeguards.
It is proposed they should be as follows :—

(1) the prevention of grave menace to the peace or tranquillity
of India or of any part thereof;

(#7) the safeguarding of the financial stability and credit of the
Federation;

(447) the safeguarding of the legitimate interests of minorities ;
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(v) the securing to the members of the Public Services of any
rights provided for them by the Constitution and the
safeguarding of their legitimate interests;

{v) the protection of the rights of any Indian State ;
(v) the prevention of commercial discrimination ;

(vi2) any matter which affects the administration of the Reserv-
ed Departments.

The Reserved Departments referred to are Defence, External
Affairs and Hcelesiastical administration, and these will be entrusted
to the Governor-General personally. For the purpose of assisting
him in the administration of the Reserved Departments the Govenor-
General will be empowered to appoint at his discretion not more than
three Counsellors, who will be selected at the personal choice of the
Governor-General. This, so far as the fighting forces are concerned,
implies a War Minister whose appointment is analogous with that of the
present Political Secretary. The rights and conditions of service of’
the personnel of the defence forces will continue generally to be regu-
lated as at present.

In the constitutional scheme there are still a number of snags.
Foremost among these is Federal Finance and it is noticeable in the
White Paper that this most important subject is dealt with almost
sketchily. It involves the setting up of a Reserve Bank, subventions
to three new provinces, the re-allottment of revenue among Provinces
and the appropriation of certain revenues for the Centre. Whether
the Centre will collect enough money for carrying on the government
of India without resorting to increased and new forms of taxation
seems doubtful. Democracy is an expensive business. There are also
outstanding the questions of the Princes’ share in the Federation,
Burma, the Supreme Court, Aden, electoral rolls and a host of minor
matters all demanding settlement before the ponderous machinery of
Federation can be set in motion. It appears uncertain therefore that
India will be federated within the next two years; and within that
period many things can happen.

The latest Training Directive issued by Army Headquarters is
a document of exceptional importance and interest.
Logically and concisely it reviews the general trend of
training since the war and concludes with regret that all post-war
efforts directed towards real mobility—more machine-guns, tanks,

Taetical Mobility.
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mechanised administrative services, aeroplanes and the decrease in.

load carried by man and horse—have failed to produce the hoped for-
result.

The reasons for this failure are primarily due to memories of the-
Western Front where the numbers of machine-guns and the staunch-
ness of their crews stultified manceuvre. It is inevitable that these
hard won experiences should have influenced our post-war training'
and possibly forced us toretaina certain rigidity in our tactical me-
thods. Whilst we have rightly kept in mind the importance of making
the best use of our fire in battle, we have in the process tended to over-
look the importance of manceuvre and surprise.

There is now a new spirit abroad. The last few years of experi-
ment and study at home have shown that, no matter how flexible or-
mobile the auxiliary arms or ancillary services may be, unless the:
cavalry and infantry are trained to equal flexibility and mobility in
battle the increase of power and weight behind the line is more a liability
than an asset. As the Commander-in-Chief said at the conclusion of
the recent Administrative Exercise *“ the tail now wags the army dog.”
The present general tendency of military thought is to seek a compact,.
quickly moving and more combative professional force, which, aided
by all modern devices and in co-operation with the air, will compel
quicker decisions by * keeping a campaign fluid * and by forcing the
issue before nations can mobilise the imponderabilia of their national
resources and thus produce the static conditions and checkmate of the-
Great War.

Since 1918 many avenues to success in war have been explored
and many theses expounded by military writers and enthusiasts. No-
particular arm and no particular weapon can by itself achieve the vic-
tory. Asin the past, it is only by the closest co-operation between the-
various arms and skill in the handling of our weapons in conjunction
with manceuvre and surprise that a battle can be won.

The training pamphlet now directs that for the ensuing Jyear
“ units and lower formations will concentrate on light infantry and
light cavalry tactics on the battlefield, while higher formations wilk
study the methods by which such manceuvres can best be assisted and
maintained.” This opens up a fascinating field of inquiry and thought,
and one which gives scope for the initiative and individuality of every
leader from Army Commander to Section Leader. It seems to us
that this training is more necessary for the infantry than the cavalry:
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in India. The cavalry have maintained their ““ light ** traditions and
if not tied to roads by administrative necessities are fully capable of
light tactics. For them a little less on the horse in the shape of gear
and a little more in the form of rations might be the solution.

The infantry position is different. It might best be explained by
an illustration. If one was with a party of Punjabi Mussalmans in
the Salt Range shooting ooriyal and asked their advice as to the best
way of approaching the quarry, there would be a clever method of
stalking exhibited. If one, with the same party of men, had to carry
out the same manceuvre against a machine-gun or an outpost, it
is possible that some section commanders would slavishly follow a
method of advance laid down in the manuals without using their
-common sense to0 consider how it should be adapted to make the best
use of the cover afforded by the ground using wind, shadow and
covered approaches. The basis of the training of the Light Division
by Sir John Moore was, for the regimental officer, the development of
his initiative and power of command and practice in the use of ground
in varying types of country ; for the individual soldier, the inculea~
tion of physical fitness, skirmishing ability and a high degree of
skill in the use of his weapons.

Whilst stressing the importance of this resuscitated training it
is important to observe that it is not new; John Moore was the
-originator in modern times and it goes back to the earliest fighting
ages. It does not alter any principles, it does not absolve us from the
necessities of control and security, and it calls for even closer co-
operation between all arms. Tt will be interesting to see how the broad
policy laid down by A. H. Q. is translated into fact and action by
units, and we shall welcome any suggestions or articles dealing with this
subject. The North-West Frontier Province—one of the Empire’s best
training areas—seems to offer especial possibilities in this connection.

There is little monetary satisfaction in the restoration of half of

the ten per cent. cut in pay since this restoration is con-
tiguous with an increase of income-tax. Indeed there
are those who will declare that what the Government of India gives
‘with one hand it continues to take away with the other. It is not
practicable to give exact figures showing the effect of the new Indian
Pay (Temporary Abatements) Bill beyond noting that the new pro-
posals help the junior man the most and give help, however micro-
scopic, where it is most needed. The Under Secretary of State gave

“The Cut.
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some figures in Parliament showing that those drawing Rs. 400 a
month received an increase of 4'3 per cent. and thereafter there is a
gradual decrease to the four or five thousand rupees a month official
who is helped only to the extent of one per cent. More informative
.and disillusioning were the figures given regarding the effect on the
Indian Budget. The ten per cent. cut saved four and a half million
pounds for Government ; the present diluted restoration will bring
in three millions. What Government loses on the swings it covers
in its own roundabout manner.

Such criticism is facile and at the present moment popular. But
it overlooks the more important and the more relevant factors. There
is firstly the financial condition of India which continues to be critical,
and any slight improvement brought about by stern economy and
heavy taxation is not sufficient yet to enable the whole cuts to be
restored. The fighting services, whose pay is not statutory, have to
share the burden with the other services and it would be unfair in the
present times of acute depression to expect that one citizen should
benefit at the expense of his neighbour. From the debate in Parlia-
ment there are some potential crumbs of comfort and these deserve to
be printed verbatim. The Under Secretary of State introducing the
Bill,said: ° Theremightbe certain individual cases in whick the men
might find themselves no better off or actually worse offl. In these
cases adjustments would be made so that no one would be actually
worse off under these proposals................ Standing as we did
on the brink of a great constitutional change, there were strong reasons
for relieving the financial embarrassment and giving practical proof
of the reality of Parliamentary control to the Services in India. They
hoped by the reduction of the cut and the undertaking that it would
be removed at the first possible opportunity to do something to set the
apprehensions of the Services at rest.” Equally reassuring was the
statement made at the conclusion of the debate by the Secretary of
State for India. Deploring the fact that the cuts were solely neces-
sitated by the extreme urgency of the financial position ‘ he regarded
their restoration in full as the first charge on the Indian Budget,” and
further that “ the fact that such a Bill was necessary was not an
example of the futility of Parliamentary Safeguards but rather an
example of their reality.”

There can be no doubt of the determination of the authorities,
‘both civil and military, to restore the cuts when the financial situation
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permits and there is no doubt either that they are fully cognisant of
the hardships imposed upon the services by the present serious reduc-
tions ; therefore the sympathetic gesture of a 5 per cent. restoration
should be accepted gratefully as an earnest of good intentions.

In the spring a Pathan’s fancy lightly turns to thoughts of loot,
but it is pleasant to record that the recent operations
in Waziristan have successfully deflected this vernal
diversion. The origin of the trouble goes back to the dynastic diffi-
culties of Afghanistan which are most evident in the turbulent Sou-
thern Province of Khost. The tribesmen of this Province have never
taken kindly to any form of settled government and since the middle
of last year have been subjected to intensive pro-Amanullah pro-
paganda. Methods adopted to allay the trouble have not been
successful although any attempted rebellion by recalcitrant tribes have
been effectively put down by Kabul. Last November the Dare Khel
rose but submitted before the outbreak attained serious proportions.
Unfortunately one of theirleaders, the Lewanai Fagqir, escaped with
a few followers, and he was responsible for the uneasy situation in
Waziristan in February and March. His peripatetic movements on
propaganda missions across the Durand Line were suspected and the
behaviour of his hosts in British territory—presumably the Madda.
Khel—lay them open to deep suspicion. He, however, evaded all
efforts to capture him and spent his time in holding out promises of
loot to the young Waziri hot heads with whom he came in contact.
At first only a few small parties crossed into Afghan territory, but
this definite movement—Ilike all dramatic tilts at authority on the
Frontier—spread so rapidly that between the 14th and 25th February
a lashkar of 5,000 men enlisted from Tochi Wazirs, Daurs, Mahsuds
and Wana Wazirs, was on the move towards Afghanistan. Political
pressure was of no avail owing to the fact that the local Maliks could
exert no authority over their young fire eaters. Air action against the
““ recruiting areas ” was out of the question at the moment since the
movement was so widespread and scattered that bombing would
inflict more harm on the innocent and peaceful than on the absentee
guilty. Measures were then taken to establish a cordon of ground
troops and irregulars, with R.A.F. co-operation, on the line Arawali—
Thal—Miranshah—Datta Khel in order to prevent the lashkar receiv-
ing supplies orreinforcements. By the 1st March, when the cordon was.
in position, thelashkar had increased to 8,000 men of whom the majority

Frontier Unrest.
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were Mahsuds. After an initial success—the capture of a militia
post at Bari—the lashkar advanced to Matun and were driven back.
Three further assaults on the 27th February, 5th March and 8-9th
March were made and failed.

In the meantime more pressure was brought, both political and
military, upon the offending Waziristan tribes ; the cordon was re-
organised with troops from India, and the Razmak Column was with-
drawn in order that it might be free for eventual possibilities. The
Governor of the N. W. F. P. held two Jirgas at Sorarogha and Wana
when plain speaking to an extent unheard of for many a day was
administered “to the Mahsuds and Wana Wazirs. A four days’
ultimatum was given.

This on top of their repeated reverses at Matun and the approach
of reinforcements from Kabul, had a salutory effect on the wayward
tribesmen. Within three days, by the 12th March they were stream-
ing back across the Durand Line, their thoughts of loot destroyed,
their faith in Amanullah shaken and, it is to be hoped, their respect
for the Raj enhanced. So far as Afghanistan is concerned the inci-
dent is now closed, but until the Lewanai Faqir is captured and until
the Madda Khel are taught that it is a wiser policy to co-operate
loyally with the authorities in Waziristan, the danger will remain of
further incursions and unrest. The operations are a happy illustra-
tion of what can be done on the frontier by close co-operation of all
the services, political, military, and air, and, incidentally, give the
taxpayer little cause for apprehension.

In this number an officer is brave—or rash—enough to dispute the
causes of the financial depression with Mr. Taylor,
whose lecture on the subject before the Institution
last summer was one of our greatest successes. There is considerable

The Depression.

horse-sense in Captain Gardiner’s view point, but it is unfair and
lacking in proportion to despise a theory merely because it indicates
what is wrong without being able to prescribe a cure. Diagnosis is
always an essential preliminary to treatment. We feel that our
contributor begs the question when he refers to a law of ““ spirals ”
for he formulates no law and merely records a platitude. If there was
no underlying long range cause making for stability why should not
production and consumption rise together until even the coolie has his
Baby Austin, or conversely why should not production and population
be curtailed until the world was reduced to another age of woad ?
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The answer s, of course, the character of gold. Thelongrangestability
which checks movements created by such causes as wars, famines
and speculation, is due to the fact that the world has an international
store of value which, being composed of a metal which is for all practical
purposes indestructible and the stock of which is therefore compa-
ratively constant, remains itself comparatively stable. The theory,
which Captain Gardiner objects to, is that this long range stability is
not absolute—but is subject to up and down movements which are
caused in the long run by variations in the amount of this standard of
value available. All economists now recognise this theory; their
failure lies in their inability to give practical effect to it.

In his lecture Mr. Taylor stressed the assumption that even with
the present world stock of gold there was reason to expect that there
would sooner or later be a rise in price levels of 15 to 20 per cent. The
present downward movement was caused by France and America
realising that there was not enough gold to go round ; they, therefore,
collected it when they had the power to do so and thus intensified the
precipitation. These nations will not be able to hold it indefinitely
and when it is released the upward movement will begin.

In reducing the problem to its simplest proportions Captain
Gardiner has performed an educative service for the unintelligentsia
in economic matters. Unfortunately, however, world finance is too.
unwieldy, too amorphous, a mass to be reduced to any simple chemical
constituents, and we are indebted to Mr. Taylor for the following apt
illustration of its complexity :— ‘

“You can imagine that molluscs on a rock on the sea-shore
might be very seriously concerned with the movements of the sea,.
which sometimes soused them, sometimes left them high and dry,
and sometimes washed them away altogether. Astheresult of long
and painful experience it might dawn on them that there was a
certain periodicity about these movements; they would then
caleulate their duration and arrive at a ““ law * that waves were of
a certain height and followed each other at certain intervals. More
scientific oysters might, however, deduce the fact of tidal action
and by a supreme effort of reasoning connect it with the moon.
Molluses of Captain Gardiner’s school of thought would deride this
theory on the ground that experience showed that waves were due
to several obvious causes, the wind, Passing steamers, unskilled
diving belles, and so on; that they rose to a certain height and then
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fell by the force of gravity ; that the intervening trough when too-
low was again filled up ; that this was all there was to it ; and that
talking about the moon didn’t help anyway. This would be quite
true so long as the poor brutes have to stick to their rock where
they are, unable to move. But if they could learn to move (and
this is the crux of the matter) though they might not be ahle to
skip about to avoid every passing splash, they would avoid the:
worst of the trouble if they knew about the tides and regulated
their movements to correspond with them.”

* * % % % %

NOTICE.

As the Institution has enjoyed a particularly suc~
cessful year financially the Council has decided to
assist officers suffering from the cut in pay by tempo~
rarily suspending the Entrance Fee. Officers may
now become full members on payment of the annual
subscription of Rs. 10 only.

Members are earnestly asked to bring these ad~
vantageous terms to the notice of non-members.



175
GOLD MEDAL PRIZE ESSAY COMPETITION, 1933.

The Council has chosen the following alternative subjects for the
Gold Medal Prize Essay Competition for 1933 :—

(4) ** With the tendency of modern Military Organization towards
Mechanisation, the increasing complexity of modern weapons and the
.dependence of troops on their thaintenance services, it is asserted by
many that Regular troops are losing the degree of mobility necessary
for the successful performance of their role on the North-West
Frontier.

Discuss how this difficulty can be overcome so that freedom of
action and tactical mobility are assured in the Army in India,

or
(ii) * Discuss the tactical employment of Light Tanks
{@) with Cavalry

(b) with Infantry
in both the plains of India and in the mountainous country of the North-
West Frontier : particular reference should be made to the problems
.of Maintenance and Supply.”

(Nore.—For the purpose of this essay the following may be
assumed —

Organisation—Light Tank Company of 3 sections each of 7 tanks ;
1 Company Commander’s tank and 3 reserve tanks.
Total 25 tanks.

Crew of Vehicle—2.
Armameni—Qne 303" Vickers gun (Special tank pattern).
Ammunition—3,000 rounds -303”.

Armour—Capable of resisting ordinary ‘303" ammunition, *303"
A.P. and shrapnel. ,

Speed average—Across country 4—12 m.p. h. Road and track
20—25 m. p. h. Reduced to 15 in convoy.

Crossing power—Trench 5 feet. Water 2 feet 6 inches.

Climbing power—Slope—1in.2%. Perpendicular obstacle—2 feet.
Circuit of Action—Road approximately 100 miles.

Peirol fill—20 gallons.

The following are the conditions of the Competition :—

(1) The competition is open to all gazetted officers of the Civil
Administration, the Royal Navy, Army, Royal Air Force
and Auxiliary Forces.

(2) Essays must be type-written and submitted in triplicate.

{3) When reference is made to any work, the title of such work
is to be quoted.
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(4) Essays are to be strictly anonymous. Each must have s
motto, and, enclosed with the essay, there should be sent
a sealed envelope with the motto written on the outsid
and the name of the competitor inside. :

{5) Essays will not be accepted unless received by the Secretary
on or before the 30th June 1933.

(6) Essays will be submitted for adjudication to three judges,
chosen by the Council. The judges may recommend s
money award, not exceeding Rs. 150, either in addition to
or in substitution for the medal. The decision of the three
judges will be submitted to the Council, who will decide
whether the medal is to be awarded and whether the
essay is to be published.

(7) His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief has offered a Special
Prize of Rs. 150/- for the best essay submitted on subject
(43). This prize is in addition to any awarded by the
Council.

(8) The names of the successful candidates will be announced

at a Council Meeting to be held in September or October
1933.

(9) All essays submitted are to become the property of the
United Service Institution of India absolutely, and authors
will not be at liberty to make any use whatsoever of their
essays without the sanction of the Council.

(10) Essays should not exceed 15 pages of the size and style of
the Journal, exclusive of any appendices, tables or maps.
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SOME ASPECTS OF TRAINING AT HOME, 1932
By Major-Geveran C. A. MiLWARD, C.B., C.LE., C.B.E., D.S.0.

During the summer of 1932 the writer was privileged through the-
kindness of the Higher Military Authorities to see something of the
Collective Training of the Troops at Aldershot and on Salisbury Plain.
It is thought that some of the points of organisation and of training at
Home which came to his notice, may be of interest to officers of
the Army in India, who possibly may not have enjoyed these

opportunities.
I.

ORGANISATION.
Demonstrations on Salisbury Plain.

As a preliminary to the training notes it may be useful to give:
a short account of these Demonstrations which afforded to about 100-
officers of all services of the Army in India a most interesting indica-
tion of the latest organisations of the British Army and of Air co--
operation at Home.

These Demonstrations were attended also by the officers of the-
Imperial Defence College and by the junior year of the officers of the-
Camberley Staff College. They consisted of :—

6th. July, (Morning).—Lecture and demonstration at the R. A..
F. School of Army Co-operation, Old Sarum.

(4fternoon).—(a) Inspection of and an Advanced Guard De--
monstration by a Cavalry Regiment (2nd Cavalry Brigade),.
organised in accordance with the latest War Establishment,

(b) Inspection of and Reconnaissance Demonstration by one-
section Lanchester Armoured Cars, organised on the present and.
on the experimental War Establishment of a Cavalry A. C.
Regiment, (11th Hussars).

Tth. July (Morning).—a) Demonstration of all the latess types-
of mechanised vehicles, (3rd. Division).

() Demonstration of an Infantry Battalion with mechanised.
First Line Transport, (7th Infantry Brigade), to indicate the lines-
on which experiments are being carried out in this Brigade and.
also in the 6th. Brigade, Aldershot.
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(4 fternoon).—(a) Iunspection of and Drill and Manceuvre De-
monstration by a Tank Company with Sub-Section of Close
Support Tanks, of a Mixed Tank Battalion (5th. Bn. R. T. C.).

(b) Demonstration of Bridging and the passage of various
types of mechanised vehicles over the river Avon, (by R.E. 3rd
Division).

8th. July, (Morning).—Lectures and demonstrations by the
Anti-Gas School, 8. A. 8.

An immense amount of trouble had been taken to make all these
demonstrations a success. Practically all the troops in Tidworth
were required to take part, and a whole day’s training was taken
up. All the higher Commanders were present throughout. Dur-
ing the demonstrations full explanations were given on Loud
Speakers. It was particularly emphasised that all the organisa-

tion demonstrated is experimental.
Points of special interest.

(a) In the parade of the Cavalry Regiment the most notable
demonstration was that showing the 32 lbs. of articles which have
been taken off the horse and are now carried in “ weight off the
horse ” lorries.

The Scots Greys were carrying on parade the new Light Machine
Gun with which they are experimenting, a weapon much more
easily carried on a horse than the Vickers.

(b) In the Armoured Car Section, the provision of R./T. and
W./T. formed an important feature. In an A. C. Regiment which
will always be operating on a very wide front, perfect communi-
cations are of paramount importance.

(¢) In the Demonstrations of various types of Mechanised Vehicles,

the following were of special note :—

(z) The Field Artillery Light Dragon with 18 pdr. This is
the universal pattern track chassis, now definitely approved :
it is the same as that of the Light Tank, a great improvement
for Field Artillery on the overponderous Mark III Dragon
which however is still required to drag the €0 pounders.

(it) The Battery Staff Crossley 6-wheeler and Light Dragon
with tracks—very complete and mobile for the Battery
Staff together with all its equipment.
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(1) The Infantry Brigade Headquarters 6-wheeler reconnais-

sance car and Brigade Headquarter Office lorry.

These are excellent : they provide a mobile office in the worst
of weathers, to the Brigade Commander, his staff and clerks,
and dry sleeping accommodation.

They give cover for conferences of C. Os., for writing orders and
studying maps which are quite impossible to accomplish
in the open in mobile warfare in rain.

(iv) Carden Loyd Machine Gun Carriers—the most serviceable
vehicle yet invented for the carriage of machine guns for-
ward, bullet-proof and inconspicuous, good mileage, the
Ford engine seems to last for ever. :

(v) Carden Loyd Carrier with 3-inch Mortar in trailer—the
bast weapon for engaging hostile machine guns.

(vi) Ditto with Anti-Tank gun—very mobile.

(vii) Austin Seven with R./T. set—the latest thing in R./T.,very
compact and reliable.

(d) Infantry Battalion with Mechanised 1si. Line Transpor and
M. G. Company on experimental basis.

The Headquarter Wing consists of—

No. 1 Group ..Fighting portion of Headquarters.
2 »» «-Anti-Tank Group.
3 »s +» Administration.
4 ,, ..Mortar Platoon.

The A. T. Group and the Mortar Platoon are mechanised. In
the Machine Gun Company ; Nos. 1and 2 Platoons carry their machine
guns in armoured carriers each with one gun number, and there is a
carrier for the Platoon Commander.

The forward role of the M. G. can be carried out firing from the
carrier, when stationary.

The remaining personnel of the platoon are carried in unarmour-
ed semi-tracked or 6-wheeled vehicles. In the 6th. Infantry Brigade,
experiments are being made with armoured carriers each with a trailer
to carry four men of the M. G. team.

In Nos. 3 and 4 Platoons, Platoon Headquarters and each sec-

tion are carried in one unarmoured semi-track or 6-wheeled vehicle.
This has the advantage of keeping the personnel complete and of
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reducing the number of vehicles required, but these are unarmoured,
large and very conspicuous. They could not come up near the for-
ward Battle Area : the guns would have to be manhandled forward
and their vehicles might not find them again in the confusion at the
end of a fight in mobile operations.

It may be possible to evolve a three man Carden Loyd Carrier
(2 of the gun team), but the difficulty is the transportation of the rest
of the Team and at the same time the reduction of the number of
vehicles. A possible solution is an armoured track vehicle with a
capacity of five men, gun, and ammunition in addition to the driver.

But this would be rather large and conspicuous and not so well
adapted for the forward role and for firing from the carrier as the pre-
sent carrier is.

Rifle Companies.—The Company Commander has a 2-seater car
and there is one vehicle to carry 8 Lewis Guns complete.

(e). Tank Company of a Mized Tank Battalion.—1It is now prac-
tically decided that a Tank Battalion shall consist of both Medium
and Light Tanks with Close Support Tanks.

The Light Tank acts as do Destroyers to a Fleet, for reconnais-
sance, protection and to draw fire.

The Close Support Tank is a Medium Tank armed with a 15 pdr.
2 ewt. gun which can fire smoke or H. E., in place of the 3 pdr.

It will frequently be the only artillery support available in a tank
versus tank attack.

(f). Anti-Gas School, S. A. S.—A most thorough course of lec-
tures and of demonstrations was given. Every possible defensive
measure against gas, which it is essential to know, was explained.

As is natural, it is the experience against German Gas in France
and particularly those of 1918, which forms the basis of anti-gas
instruction.

Tt struck the writer that the possible hostile use of gas in Asia is
also a matter which the Army inIndia requires to study, as indeed i8
being done there.

The conditions in Asia are entirely different to those in France.
In many and the most likely theatres of operations in Asia, a very
dry climate is experienced, very hot in summer, dry cold with & bitter
constant wind in winter, a climate seldom damp or foggy. The soil is
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dry and sandy, very different to the mud and marshes of the Ypres
Salient. The country is seldom enclosed ; there are no cross roads,
few buildings or woods. Fxcept in the defiles of the N. W. Frontier
and Afghanistan, there are seldom any obatacles to prevent troops
moving off the roads and tracks.

Gas can be ejected by the enemy in three ways: either from
cylinders in cloud form, or from artillery and mortars, or from the
air. In Asia, static trench warfare, permitting the use of cloud gas,
is unlikely to take place. Artillery and mortar gas bombardments
Tequire a very heavy concentration of gas shells. It is suggested that
this will be seldom possible by an enemy with a long and difficult
L. of C. and few railways. The little transport he will have available
he will prefer to utilise in the carriage of H. E., and shrapnel gun
ammunition, There remains the Air. Large gas bombs can be drop-
ped from the air or gas can be sprayed.

It is considered that this is the main danger to be guarded
against, with due regard to the conditions of climate, terrain and the
type of warfare. It is interesting to think out on what occasions
this hostile weapon can be used and what our precautions must be
in defence. Already certain precuations have been taken on the N. W.
Frontier. We must be prepared against surprise in War.

II.
TRAINING.

The Training at Home this year was curtailed for reasons of
economy lik» 2verything else. Further, instructions were issued by
the Army Council laying down that the Regular Army is to b2 train-
ed primarily for overseas expeditions which may be carried out with
or without Mobilisation.

The Collective Training carried out in Aldershot in August and
September consisted therefore of Inter-Brigade exercises lasting one or
two days and nights in which A. C., Air Force, the Cavalry Brigade,
various Infantry Brigades, R. E., with a strong proportion of
Field and Light Artillery and sometimes Medium and Anti-Aircraft
Artillery participated ; in fact, strong Brigade groups of all arms.
Sufficient supply lorries were usually available to transport one or
two Battalions on each side.

These exercises set by Command and Divisional Commanders,
ook the form of the various operations which might be met with in
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‘small wars, such as Convoy schemes, and schemes for the defence of,
and attack upon, water supply in canals or in pipe lines, when one
Brigade Group was usually acting on interior and the other on
-exterior lines respectively. These gave full scope to the ingenuity,
power of quick decision, skill in rapid handling of troops, and military
knowledge of Brigade Commanders and to the training of officers
-and to the mobility of the troops by day and night.

To the rank and file they stimulated interest in training to a
remarkable degree. No longer did they find themselves advancing
.in Brigade or Divisional Attack over the open in stereotyped formation
supported by an inadequate artillery against machine guns, 2 task
which the present intelligent young soldier knows would be hopeless
in actual operation, but they were taking part in small operations
which th2y could understand and which they felt could be accom-
‘plished with the armament in support of them and at their disposal.

Mobility.—The advantages conferred on a Brigade Group which
has the Headquarter wing, M. G. Company and 1st. Line Transport
«of 1ts Battalion mechanised with wholly mechanised Brigade Head-
-quarber Signals, Artillery and Engineers, were very noticeable.

In one exercise, an attack on a canal, the vulnerable parts of
“which were roughly 5 miles apart round the bend of a salient, the
Brigadier made a feint attack by day on one flank with the majority
of his force. As soon as it was dark he moved his Brigade Head-
quarters, 3 Field Batteries, a Medium Battery, R. E. Company and
one Battalion by a detour of 30 miles under cover of night to the
other flank between 7-30 p.m. and mid-night. The route lay along
very twisty narrow country lanes and through the town of Guildford.
After a conference of C. Os. at his new headquarters at 1 a.m., the
-night advance commenced at 3 a.m., and by dawn one Battalion and
‘the Sappers had crossed the Canal unopposed, with all artillery in
position to support.

Granted that the country was fairly well known and that the
units were at low strength, a great advantage in moves by M. T,
‘this was a good example of the advantages of mobility, when fully
utilised, and of clever leading.

Similarly in a Rearguard Action or in any operation where a
force desires to slip away unseen, the advantage of Mechanised Artil-
lery, Engineers, Machine Guns, Mortars and A. T. Guns, was made
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manifest. The same benefit would however be given to the pursuing
force if mechanised, though to a lesser degree.

On the other hand, there would seem to be a tendency in peace
time to forget that the most effective means of pinning an enemy
to his ground, when he is known to be contemplating retreat, is to
attack without delay. On such an occasion nibbling reconnaissance
and half-hearted attacks will effect nothing. A definite attack,
pushed resolutely home especially on his flank, will hold up his with-
drawal, and make him conform. How well the German doctrine of
warl recognised this was shown during the first days of the Retreat
from Mons, on several occasions.

It was only by a miracle and by the unconquerable fighting
qualities of the British Soldier that the 2nd. Corps and 4th. Division:
managed to break off the battle of Le Cateau and to slip away. If
they had not succeeded, history might be written differently to-day.

Flank Protection.—The principles of Mountain Warfare piquetting
are often utilised nowadays at Home. In fact they are adopted
whenever a force is opposed by A. F. V.’s and A.C.’s—all side roads
and approaches to the line of march being piquetted and blocked.
In one convoy scheme, the Mountain Warfare ““ Block System ’
was used, each Battalion being given a definite area of flank protec-
tion to hold and the rear Battalion moving up to the point when the
convoy was clear of it.

Use of Lorries—In Aldershot, in each Brigade as a measure of
economy, lorries from their Brigade supply echelons, are used during
these training exercises for the rapid transport of Infantry Reserves..
This would not be possible in war without upsetting supply arrange-
ments. There is little doubt, however, that in the next war, M. T.
will be more generally used to move Infantry, both tactically and
strategically.

But these lorry columns need careful organisation beforehand.
Considerable time iz wasted by waiting until a whole Battalion has.
embussed. It then takes time to move off. It is better for a part of’
the Battalion to move as soon as it is ready. The slowest type of
lorry should be moved last. The Parking is apt to be too congested
and difficult to move from. The whole column together, forms a
large target for artillery or aircraft.
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Communications and Orders.—The ease of communications afford-
ed by W./T. and R./T. was remarkable. It has been said that
communications form 75 per cent. of 2 modern battle, and certainly
the chief difficulty of a Brigadier in controlling his Brigade in the
field with telephones and visual was the matter of obtaining and
keeping touch with his units.

All this has now changed : the Brigade Commander is able to
command with ease all the units of a large Brigade Group over a very
wide area. Written orders were never issued in the Field. Verbal
instructions, with full appreciations of the situation, given out at
C. O0.’s Conferences sufficed.

Wide Frontages.—It was noticeable that the experimental Bri-
gade habitually worked on a very wide front, single Battalions were
sent alone and unsupported to work on the enemy’s flank and even
to threaten his rear. In one exercise the front of the Brigade, on
which it was operating round the enemy’s salient, measured almost
eleven miles. This is good training, but it is thought that Bus
Columns uncovered by tanks or at least armoured carriers, would be
vulnerable in real war and not nearly as bold as on manceuvres.
Superior mobility and perfect communications have however made
wider frontages possible when opposed by a less mobile enemy. In
fact mechanised infantry can to some extent take the risks of cavalry,
except for the fact that they are tied to the tracks; they can get
away.

The Noise of M. T.—On the other hand all mechanical transport,
and not only Tanks, make considerable noise when on the move, and
the movement of a large body of troops by this means especially
at night, is liable to be given away if the enemy is alert. But the
type of movement is very hard to detect by its noise, and on one occa-
sion a force mistook the noise of its own guns for a Tank attack in
rear.

Still, the training and use of Scouts is liable to be overlooked
these days, but standing patrols thrown well forward in front of a
defensive line by night, even Boy Scouts, could give the Commander
much useful and vital information by using their ears.

Mystify and Mislead ; Enterprise—Much enterprise was shown.
Endeavours were made to deceive the enemy a8 to the movement of
troops by the attachment to columns of small bodies of Battalions
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other than those of the column, to give false identifications by their
dead or prisoners. :

_ Every effort was made to obtain information of the enemy’s
“movements. Soldiers were hidden in civil telephone offices in places
throngh which the enemy must pass, to telephone their moves.
Scouts in Austin Sevens equipped with the latest portable R./T.
were sent round the enemy’s flanks and rear and hidden in woods.

How far some of these methods would be possible in actual war
is not quite clear, but there is no doubt that the Germansin France
in 1914 and the Turks in Gallipoli used them. Anyhow, they show
enterprise and initiative and any measures displaying these qualities
are not to be discouraged in training.

Village Fightirg.—The importance of practice in Village Fighting
was brought to notice. In war we are continually fighting in villages,
-on manceuvres never, In France the most difficult and most des-
perate fighting took place in villages and in woods.

The Fog of War.—During the last exercise at Aldershot, an in-
teresting example occurred of the Fog of War, and of how Nature will
often counteract all the advantages which modern inventions confer,
‘when the best plans go wrong.

A Brigade Group equipped on the ordinary animal organisation
was defending froma central position a long bend of a pipe line of which
the front and particularly the flanks were vulnerable, against the
experimental semi-mechanised Brigade Group.

A thick fog until mid-day prevented all information from the air
of the attacker’s advance. The defender’s Divisional Cavalry actually
sent in identifications of three Battalions advancing direct to the front,
"This was not accepted as reliable—the plan seemed too simple.

A long and quite unintentional delay before the frontal attack
was made, further confirmed the defender’s doubts, more especially
as feints were being made on each flank. Finally the Defending
‘Commander and his C. R. A., going forward themselves in a car to
reconnoitre in the evening, for a proposed counter-attack, were cap-
tured. The senior Battalion Commander, brought after some delay
from a distant flank, was quite out of the picture, and the Staff had to

carry on. Such a situation occurred time after time in the war and was
very realistic. ‘
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I11.
TANK CORPS TRAINING.

On Salisbury Plain throughout August and September similar
-eXercises were carried out by the 3rd. Division..

In addition the Tank Brigade of four Mixed Tank Battalions,
for the second year in succession carried out Tank Brigade drill and
manceuvre, and showed, as last year, what a formidable force it is
-over suitable ground, and how easily a very large number of Tanks
can be controlled and rapidly manceuvred, over a wide area, by
modern means of communication after due practice.

1v.
MOUNTAIN WARFARE EXERCISE.

The final collective training of the Aldershot Command was a
mountain warfare ex:rcise for which over 100 officers concentrated
by car, at Criccieth in North Wales for a four days’ exercise without
troops. Each of the six Infantry Brigades had its own comprehensive
syndicate of all arms.

The object was to give officers some idea of Mountain Warfare in
cas2 an Aldershot Division was required to participate in operations
beyond the North-West Frontier of India.

The tribesmen were imagined to be well armed and reinforced by
2 Light Howitzer Battery and some aeroplanes. The country was
‘typical of the Frontier, a deep valley flanked by high and precipitous
‘rocky hills. There was, however, plenty of grass on them and it was
agreed by those who have been fated to spend a great part of their
lives on it, that the N. W. Frontier would be a much pleasanter spot
tolive inif it waslike Wales. The rough track along which the Austin
Sevens and Rileys daily took the officers to the exercise, was supposed
to be fit for pack animals only.

Several most interesting points came to light, and gave rise to
‘the usual controversies amongst the Mountain Warfare experts,
especially with regard to the positions of piquets and several other
thorny questions.

Permanent piquets.—The heights flanking the valley were high and
‘precipitous and some of them a very awkward distance away. This
made the scheme a really difficult one, since the presence of a hostile
3+7T Howitzer Battery in the next valley made the permanent piquet-
‘ting a problem.
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How far should they be pushed out ? If one is to prevent the
enemy from placing a F. 0. 0. on any of the heights commanding the
route and from heavily shelling the daily convoy, the permanent
piquets must be pushed out an impossible distance.

Their regular maintenance will be an impossible burden to the
L. of C. troops. There must be a limit to the distance of piquets from
the road, the convoy must risk being shelled ; conversely, the hostile
Battery must be engaged either from the air or by ground troops, and
captured.

The question arose as to the number of Permanent Piquets to be
put up. Thereis always a tendency to put up too many. Their
garrisons must be of the minimum strength and to permit this, they
must be built asstrong as possible. But on the first day it will seldom
be possible to put up the outer (bombing) belt of wire. The carriage
of R. E. Stores takes up a great amount of transport and it must be
limited as far as is possible.

Perimeter Camps.—It is suggested that the most important thing
to wire on arrival in camp are the camp piquets. Eventually it is
desirable to put a wire fence round a perimeter camp to economise
sentries unless it be merely a temporary one.

For it is very unlikely, and especially on the first night, that the
camp will be attacked—only on two occasions during the last 70
years has this happened on the Frontier—whereas it is quite likely
that a weak camp piquet may be rushed if not wired.

Theoretically, the defence of the perimeter by belts of machine
gun fire is very attractive. But this pre-supposes a glacis like surface
along it. How seldom will this be the case amongst the Frontier
Hills? As usual the answer is found in a combination of arms. To
guard the many hidden approaches, men are required and ears and
eyes cannot be replaced by machines. In fact in this individual form
of warfare, the number of Automatics with which Battalions are now
armed is often a positive disadvantage.

It is unlikely that a camp will be attacked, but by exasperated
tribesmen it is almost certain to be sniped. Cover therefore is the
first thing to provide, for the men, for headquarters, offices and
hospitals ; for animals, too, if good nullahs exist.

With regard to the siting of perimeter camps, the presence of
hostile aircraft and artillery in this scheme made this a problem. The
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Air Force representative stated that it would be very difficult for the
hostile air force to locate a perimeter camp by night among the moun-
tains, but lights must be limited and dimmed. It is, however, suchan
ideal bombing target that every precaution must be taken. Tt can be
splitupinto Unit Camps, each with its proportion of transport, which
should be tucked away up side nullahs. This will increase protection
duties and might lead to casualties from their own fire, but these
disadvantages must be faced. All future camps up the Khyber are
thus laid out. What other possibilities are there ?

In this exercise side nullahs round the camp site did not exist, so
as a possible solution, the main perimeter camp was made 50 per cent
above normal size, to allow units to separate and to reduce congestion
and loss from bombing.

V.
GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS.

To anyone who served with British Troops in France, and since
then has been for many years away from Home, it is always a matter
of surprise to find that although the predominance of the motor vehicle
and the comparative disappearance of the horse has changed England
out of all recognition, the Army at Home is organised in exactly the
same way and with horsed vehicles as it was during the war, except
for the increase of machine guns.

A host of experiments has been made. Some artillery and other
units have been mechanised and the two experimental Infantry
Brigades continue to experiment and are equipped with mechanised
vehicles of many kinds and descriptions.

The Tank has been improved greatly, but their numbers have
decreased since November, 1918,

Ttis, of course, the stringency of finance which has held up me-
chanisation and will continue to do so.

It would be foolish to spend large sums on it now since before any
major war considerable warning will occur, and, in their present stage,
mechanical vehicles are out of date almost before they are delivered.
One cannot help wondering however, whether when the crisis comes,
the thought that armament would precipitate war, would not prevent
their mass production till too late. Meanwhile the problem is, how
to get the Infantry forward in the attack.
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The Machine Gun.—It was the Machine Gun which caused the-
majority of the stupendous losses in the war, and it will do so again.
Time after time throughout the war was the British Infantry, owing-
to the exigencies of the situation, sacrificed in inadequately support-
ed attacks against machine gun fire, which it unhesitatingly undertook:
to its eternal glory. This fact is already apt to be forgotten.

F. 8. R. Vol. II. lays down : « Even though the enemy has not
prepared final defences infantry cannot succeed in the initial
attack unless the fire of the defence is kept under subjection by
superior fire power.

But how often on manceuvres do we see this truth overlooked,.
with an army equipped on a 1918 basis ?

For any small or ill-trained nation can possess and use machin»
guns. The most recent example of this is the Chinese who only last
year, held up the Japanese frontal advance for several days at
Shanghai, though the latter had tanks.

To-day all nations have a greatly increased number of machine-
guns and with every fresh invention the outlook of attacking infantry
looks worse and worse. This is of course the aim of the Disarmament-
Conference.

The “superior fire power * referred toin F. 8. R. is suppiied by
artillery, infantry machine guns and mortars and tanks.

In 1918 we had masses of artillery and from that experience the-
exact weight of artillery required to cnable infantry to capture and to-
consolidate a position is known. The artillery now in peace time
allotted to each division is sufficient to support only a very small’
part of that divisional front of attack. This is recognised in the-
Manual, as are also the limitations of machine gun covering fire.

Under certain conditions infantry can fight their own way for-.
ward, with the normal support of other arms. They can do so in
small wars, in an encounter battle by manceuvre, by outflanking an
enemy with the help of mobile troops or A. F. Vs., under cover of
smoke or darkness, in broken country affording cover and covered.
avenues of approach, or in steep hilly country where covering machine-
gun fire can be maintained up to the last moment of the assault.

In flat open country, such as for instance the plains of Europe,.
parts of France, Germany, Northern Italy, Russia, the plains of India,.
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the deserts of Iraq, against close enfilade machine gun fire, infantry
cannot move without the support of overwhelming artillery fire or of
tanks.

For the infantry machine gun alone is a very difficult weapon to-
use effectively in the attack unless it is in an armoured vehicle.

In flat country, its flat trajectory makes overhead covering fire
very difficult to arrange, since, owing to the large safety angles neces-
sary, this fire is soon masked by the advancing infantry. If firing
from a flank, the same hindrance more quickly occurs, and there
may be no flank. It has no searching fire against infantry entrenched.
or against the hostile machine gun firing invariably from a flank which.
will always be defiladed to its front. Against troops not entrenched
or Reserves on the move the attacking M. G. will be 'most effective.

It would seem therefore that in the attack, to be effective, the
machine gun must be carried forward into or in front of the front line-
of advance. Yet over open country, under heavy fire it cannot be
man-handled forward.

In intersected country this is possible as the Germans showed.
frequently throughout the war and as we did, particularly during the:
final advance in 1918, However, country not suitable for the infantry
M. G. advance is most suitable for tanks. The modern mortar, too,.
with its long range and accuracy is, with certain limitations, very
effective against defiladed machine guns. The three would seem to-
be complimentary.

During the past training season the Carden Loyd Carrier has been
used in the forward role as an infantry tank with great success. Itis
quick and armoured, and much less conspicuous than the tank. But
however far it may be desirable to equip every Regular and Territorial.
Battalion with some fofm of A. F. V., and in the writer’s opinion this-
is the solution, the cost in peace time is prohibitive.

Mechanisation.—Ever since the war the best brains of the Army-
have been busily employed in trying to predict the form which future
war on a large scale will take. Many extreme and exaggerated views-
have been put forward. In many respects we were very much out of
the picture at the beginning of the last war and on the whole the
Germans were more correct as to their forecast of the necessities.
of modern war. In the nextgreat war there will no doubt be more
and greater surprises.
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The question is mainly, how far mechanisation and armoured
fighting vehicles will revolutionise strategy and tactics. By now,
opinion on these subjects has more or less crystallised. The following
are a few of the points which one hears.

The more one watches manceuvres the more one realises the
advantages which mobility confer.

Over favourable country a strong force of Tanks is a tremendous
weapon. Unless opposed by Tanks it3 action is decisive. One can
imagine the effect of such a force moving round an enemy’s flank
and rear like Stuart’s Cavalry in the American Civil War, with many
times the radious of action and striking power of cavalry, except that
it cannot live on the country.

An infantry formation Commander is paralysed in his action if
he knows that a force of tanks is operating against him in his neigh-
bourhood. His one thought is ¢ Where are they ¢ He is always
looking towards his rear. All his movements are limited to the cater-
pillar like movement of ‘“ bounds,” in order to keep his force closed
up, with his artillery ready to meet a Tank attack.

Artillery will always knock out a tank with a single hit but the
latter are not easy to hit when moving fast. The fire of the anti-
tank gun is not so effective. There are many parts of a tank where a
hit byan A. T. bullet will not be vital.

But like everything else, the Tank has its limitations and its anti-
dotes. On a distant raid its petrol and oil supply will be a problem,
although in Western Europe and America, petrol pumps and supply
are so universal every few miles, that they may counteract in some
degree this hapdicap. But this is a very real one.

Then there are many parts of the world which are not suitable
to Tanks and A. F.Vs. ; terrain which they cannot traverse at all or
over which their movements would be so slow as to make them very
vulnerable to artillery fire. It is reckoned that about 75 per cent
of the world’s surface is unsuitable to Tank action, but the remaining
25 per cent includes most of the country where all serious wars of the
past have been fought since Alexander’s time.

Tanks, too, cannot hold a position. Here infantry will always
be required. “ Infantry is the arm * which confirms victory and
holds ground won. The proper co-operation of all arms enables
the infantry to confirm vietory.” (F.S. R.IL)
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On the score of expense t00, no army can have tanks and mechani-
cal vehicles in sufficient numbers to dispense with the old type of army
altogether. Casualties among tanks will be very heavy cspecially
when each side possesses them, but tanks can break off an unfavoura-
~ ble fight more easily than can infantry. Heavy tank casualties are

mainly incurred in frontal attacks, which they now, by their mobility,
endeavour to avoid.

Withregard to the mechanisation of infantry, the modern ubiquity
of the motor vehicle makes one wonder whether infantry will ever
in fubure war, in highly developed countries, be called upon to
march any distances, other than inside the battle zone.

The disadvantages of such a move by M. T. will always be the
carriage forward of the machine guns after debussing, and also of
ammunition and 1st. line transport articles, unless these are in track
vehicles, and of animals. But M. T. was used by the Germans as
early as August 1914 during their advance from Mons, and by us
during the 1st. Battle of Ypres, and throughout the war in any emer-
gency, but since then, until quite recently, we seem to have gone back
instead of progressing in this respect: this is not good training for
the mind.

And now, the numbers of motor vehicles are so enormous and
universal all over the world that whole armies could be moved any-
where by M. T.  When a full day’s march of 15 miles canbe covered
in M. T. in £ hour or an hour’s march in 10 minutes, it would seem
foolish to walk.

Very careful organisation to prevent congestionand blocks will
certainly be necessary, but in England now, every newly joined recruit
controls traffic, every street urchin signals one round a corner. At the
Aldershot Tattoo with perfect organisation and known routes, 70,000
people are cleared in one and a half hours. In the back arcas M. T.
would very quickly clear a block.

Such are but a few of the ideas which one hears discussed and
there are different points of view to all these questions. The more
they are discussed the better. Intime no doubt, by means of con-
ferences and staff exercises of General Staffs, Staff Colleges and other
schools of thought, some settled doctrine and fixed ideas and
organisations will be arrived at.

4
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SOME REGRETTABLE INCIDENTS ON THE N.-W. F.
By Lt1.-CoL. O. D. Bexnerr, 2/157H PUxsAB REGIMENT.

The object of this article is largely to provoke a discussion as to
whether minor tactics on the North-West Frontier of India have
undergone any radical change in the past dozen years, or whether
they are much the same as they were before the 1919 campaign ;
and, further, to bring into prominence the inherent difference in
tactics which the Trans-Frontier Tribesman forces us to adopt when
taking him on in his own country.

It is suggested here that most of the tragedies which have hap-
pened on the Frontier in the past were due to ignoring this point, and
that the majority could have been avoided by more careful elementary
training. It is hoped to prove from examples given below that such
““ regrettable incidents are unnecessary and need not be allowed to
happen. Further, it is intended to show that they can be ascribed
partly to the neglect of the two principles of war, “ Surprise ” and
“Security ”’, and partly to the misapplication of that para. in Infantry
Training, Vol. II, which says:  The bedrock of infantry tactics is the
combination of fire and movement.” This is strong language for one
of our sober training manuals, but this article is written in the hope
of demonstrating that it is difficult to make the wording strong enough
in the case of Frontier Warfare to which it applies in a special degree,
and that any misapplication of this *“ bedrock of infantry tactics ,
must have fatal results,

The two pfinciples of war in which we are chiefly interested here
are ‘‘ Surprise ” and ‘ Security ”’, and the neglect of both of these is
illustrated in each of the incidents related below—incidents in which
valuable lives were lost needlessly and uselessly.

When dealing with principles of war it is sometimes useful to
remember the opinion of a certain senior officer at a conference three
or four years ago that ** Principles of war are merely common-sense.”
This simple definition must have brought comfort to many, and it
applies peculiarly to fighting on the N.-W. F. where common-sense
plays a leading part. If one essays to define the above principles of
war more precisely, little difficulty will be found in the case of
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¢ Surprise ” which is self-explanatory. It isan casy one to under-
stand and the man we have to deal with across the Border is an adept
at its application ; in fact surprise lies at the back of all his coups.

On the other hand, the best antidote to “ Surprise’ is the
principle of ““ Security ”, and it is intended to show later on that it is
the neglect of this principle of security in the first place, coupled with
a lack of what may be called““ counter-surprise ’, which is at the bot-
tom of our troubles. To define this ““ security ” is less easy; it is
perhaps the most contradictory of all principles of war. By “security”
in Frontier warfare does one mean, for instance, the construction of
a number of mud forts in Tribal territory and sitting fast inside them ?

However plausible this may sound, it is a reduction of the
principle to absurdity.

The Manual of Operations on the N.-W. F. of India has the fol-

- lowing sentence printed in black type—

“ A vigorous offensive, strategical as well as practical, is always
the safest method of conducting operations, and no one will deny that
to do any good against the Trans-Border man, one has to go after him
and hit him as hard and as often as possible. If, however, whilst
carrying this out one does not make oneself secure against surprise,
it will mean yet another regrettable incident.

It is suggested that the correct and common-sense use of ground
by the regimental officer and N. C. O. and section commander will
give us one solution to the above problem. By that is meant that our
junior leaders must be taught to make use of the ground in such a
way as to neutralise the tactics peculiar to the Tribesman. Though
principles of war do not change, tactics, as is well-known, vary in every
war in accordance with the characteristics and armament of the encmy
and the type of ground over which we have to fight.

The characteristics of the Pathan are now so well-known that it
seems almost superfluous to describe them. Every one has read of
his wiles and stratagems, and of his unending patience in waiting for
his opportunity to strike. He has rightly been described as the
“World’s Best Umpire ” who, when he sces a tactical mistake being
perpetrated and repeated, puts the offenders permanently out of action
usually without any loss to himself. On the other hand we have also
the well known fact that the Tribesman, be he Mahsud or Afridi,
Wazir or Mohmand, has no liking for taking on our troops when the
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chances are even ; they must be heavily in his favour or he will not
risk his security. To get these odds on himself he will be watching
every unit that comes up the line, observing carefully its method of
piquetting, and marking from afar each piquet as it takes up its
position, with a sharp lookout for bad use of ground or carelessness ;
these he will presently turn to his own advantage and to our undoing.
A week (or a month) spent in watching the same glaring mistake being
made daily sees his plan cut and dried, and then he turns it into a
dead certainty by striking hard, quick and without warning, exploiting
to the full the principle of Surprise. From every Frontier tragedy
there is a lesson to be learnt, for in most of these incidents there will be
found some fatal mistake which was the direct cause of it...... not
through any superiority of the enemy over our troops in either courage
or armament, but due rather to the incorrect application and combi-
nation of fire and movement on our part ; in a nutshell, faulty training
in the use of ground.

This combination of fire and movement, this  bedrock of infantry
tactics,” scems to come naturally to the Trans-Border man and is well
understood by him as especially suited to his own country. Though
our troops may be equally well-trained in the civilised warfare version
of fire and movement, until this is adapted correctly to suit the tactics
peculiar to the Tribesman, these incidents will continue. It is indeed
due to the non-recognition in the past of the inherent differences in
this respect between the two forms of warfare that we owe the majority
of our troubles. In vain do we turn to our training manuals ; they
deal with the subject on too broad a scale to be of assistance. The
solution to the problem can best be found by studying the mistakes of
our less fortunate brethren and discovering what the fundamental
error was which led to their destruction. Our training should then
incorporate the necessary correctives,

The following four incidents are produced as being typical of the

past ; they apply equally well to the present, and contain perhaps
some useful lessons in elementary Frontier tactics :—

Example 1.

This example illustrates the violation of two principles of war;
iz, “ Security ” and “ Surprise ” by a road-piquetting party in
Wadziristan, a fact which was noted and acted upon by a party of
Wazirs who had been watching unseen for several weeks.
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The point to be piquetted was a double-headed hill as illustrated
in Fig. 1. (not drawn vo scale). " B * was the point to be piquetted.
Distances “ X ” to “ B about 350 yards; “ A” to‘“ B ” about 40
yards.

FIGURE 1

The senior N.-C. 0., dropped his L. G. section near the foot of the
hill at point ““ X **, from where it could bring covering fire to bear on
both point ““ A" and point“ B . He then advanced with his re-
maining section up the hill, well extended. He arrived at ““ A > with
his section without incident, where his party took up a firing position,
each man alert, behind cover and ready for trouble. There was
nothing to be seen and, after a look round, he gave the word to advance
to point “ B ”’, secure in the knowledge that his L. G. section was still
planted out down below watching point “ B ** like lynxes and ready
to open instantaneous fire. Not at all a bad scheme, one would say,
at first sight, and quite well thought out and efficiently carried out.

What happened ? He gave the order to advance, and when his
party got to point“ Y »*, a volley fired at short range from the right
flank knocked out every man. This was followed by a rush from the
left by the enemy ““ knife party ”, covered by their own riflemen ; the
wounded were quickly finished off and the gang disappeared with
their loot of rifles and ammunition.

It may be asked what was the L. G. section at the foot of the
hill doing in the mean time. The point is what could they do ? They
had heard the sudden volley, and the howling of the enemy, and then
dead silence. They did the best they could, rushed up the hill and
found their comrades lying dead with their throats cut and all their
rifles and ammunition gone. All was once more peace and quietness,
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Now, what were the mistakes the Tribesmen had noticed which
caused them to lay the ambush, and furthermore enabled them
to get away with it successfully without a single casualty to them-
selves? They are fairly obvious, but what company commander
would guarantee that no N.-C. O. in his company would have fallen
into the same trap ?

To take the principle of “ Security ” first. Our friends had
arranged for their covering fire correctly ; they were too well trained to
omit that. But the party at “ A’ did not seem to realise that the
moment they advanced into the dip at ““ Y ,” they dropped out of
sight of their L. G. section at “ X, and therefore to all intents and
purposes had no covering fire.

Had it been civilised warfare against a civilised enemy, it must be
conceded that the dispositions made by the piquetting party were
excellent. But for Frontier warfare it was a case of *“ fire and move-
ment ”’ misapplied—a case of faulty use of ground. If the leading
section on arriving at *“ A had stopped there in its firing positions
and, instead of making any further advance themselves, had signalled
to the other section to leap-frog through them, and had then covered
them over those fatal 40 or 50 yards, nothing at all would have
happened. The enemy would at once have realised that the game was
up and would have quietly vanished. In the way they had it worked
out there was no risk at all to themselves, but any variation in the
tactics of the piquet would have spoilt their plans.

Here we see, therefore, the principle of security flouted and
common-sense violated, for it cannot be called common-sense to lose
sight of one’s covering fire and get hidden away in dead ground out of
sight of one’s covering party. Training should eliminate such a
mistake by insisting upon the length of bounds being cut down so that
every forward party halts automatically the moment it finds itself
about to disappear from view.

The worst and most elementary error in this incident has still to
be mentioned. The principle of surprise was broken by the ignoring
of the old frontier * chestnut *’ of never going over the same ground in
the same way twice in succession. If that hill had been tackled one
day from one side, the next day up a different spur, the third day from
the reverse side having walked right past it, and so on, the principle
of surprise would have been observed and the gang would have been
kept guessing, and possibly the tables turned on them,
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Though the above incident occurred some 15 years ago, there
can be little doubt that the lessons to be learnt from it are as fully
applicable at the present day as they were then. They are lessons
which will not be found in any book but which should be taught in
every battalion. From occurrences which can be seen on hill parades
it is doubtful whether that is always the case.

Example 2.

Figure 2 shows ground which is typicai of any part ofthe Frontier,
viz., a flat stony piece of ground *“ X ”—*“ A”; beyond it the hill
“ B * to be piquetted, and between the two, but invisible from point
« X * igthe nullah“ Y *, which cannot be seen until one is right on-
top of it.

FIGURE 2.

In this episode the senior N.-C. 0., was at point “ X ” with his
L. G. section and gave point‘‘ B ” as the objective of his other section.
Tn accordance with his orders the section commander of the forward
section endeavoured to get through to point “ B>’ in one bound,
and got wiped out with his section in the nullah* Y *” at the foot of the
hill where they were lost to sight from their covering fire party. In
this case it is of importance to place the blame for the affair on the
proper shoulders. The senior N.-C. 0. at*“ X >’ was blameless, as he
could not be expected to cater for ground which he could not see. The
N.-C. 0. of the forward section alone was responsible for his own
death and for that of his command. He should have halted the
moment he was aware of the nullah, and the signal should have been
passed back for the rear section to advance. The importance, there-
fore, of even the most junior Lance-Naik being properly trained in the
use of ground is self-evident—otherwise he is a danger and a menace.
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This incident also dates back some 15 years, but the lesson applies
equally well at the present day. Itis the fashion now to arrange for
covering fire by Machine Guns, but all the M. Gs. of a battalion could
not have prevented either of the above two tragic events. M. Gs.
cannot perform the miracle of saving from local ambush forward
elements who disappear from view into dead ground.

Bxample 3.

A p]atooh was working across country in the vicinity of the road
BANNU-MIRANSHAH searching for a gang of Wazirs which had
been harrying our convoys. The Wazirs had evidently been watching
them unseen, studying their methods, and must have noticed the same
type of mistake reoccurring. They chose a long shallow depression or
“ sunken plateau” (“ A”—“ B ") some 400 yards in length for
the site of their ambush (figure 3).

FIGURE 3

Ao la00t---. B

The platoon had been advancing by bounds in the proper way,
and when it reached the near lip of the depression at point““ A, one
section was dropped to give covering fire to the rest of the platoon
whilst the latter was making for the further side ““ B*. When the
forward sections had got to point “ Y * in the middle of the sunken
plateau, the N.-C. 0. at “ A* thinking (perhaps) he was being left
too far behind, gave hissection orders to advance. Presently therefore
when the whole platoon (in two parts) was moving across the hollow,
a hurricane-fire broke out from the flank-edges and the whole party
was wiped out. A rescue party arrived some hours later to find one
survivor of the massacre lying under a heap of dead where he had been
overlooked by the gang.
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Here the unpardonable crime was committed of the covering
fire party neglecting its duties with the inevitabie results. Had that
platoon been properly trained in * fire and movement” and in the
correct use of ground that particular ambush would not have been
staged. In all probability the N.-C. O. in question was well versed
in the theory of fire and movement for civilised warfare, but its correct
application for frontier fighting had cither not been properly taught
or it had not been fully digested. The similarity of this case to jungle
warfare is somewhat striking, where clearings are avoided until the
edges have been secured—a common-sense measure.

So far, we have confined ourselves to cases in which N.-C. Os.
only were to blame for the destruction of their command. InExample
4 is given an illustration of misuse of ground by a company commander

which led to unnecessary casualties and might well have resulted in
a major disaster.

A company was detailed as a part of the covering troops to a
brigade employed in the burning of & Mahsud village, and was given a
long thickly-wooded ridge to hold (ridge “ B ™ in Figure 4). The
forward slopes of this ridge were bare of all scrub and cover, falling
away gently to point ¢ A 7, from where they descended steeply into a
deep nullah <K ” which was out of sight from ridge «“ B *.

FIGURE 4

The Company Commander knowing that it was vital that no enemy
should be allowed to collect in nullah “ K ”* from which they eould
emerge to harry him in his retirement, sentasmall piquet forward to
point** A > where it could overlook the nullah and cffectually prevent
any enemy lying up in it unseen, At first sight this would seem a
sound plan,
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All went well until the signal for the refirement was received ;
the day had passed quietly and there had been no sign of an enemy.
But the “ Best Umpires in the World”” had been on the watch, had
spotted unsound use of ground and had perfected their arrangements
to punish the offenders.

The moment the forward piquet at Point < A > began to retire,
a heavy and accurate fire was opened by unseen marksmen hidden in
the thick serub that covered Hill “ Z > which took toll of every man
who showed himself. The first few men were knocked out in the
open slope between Points “ A” and “ B, and gallant efforts to
rescue the wounded merely increased the number of casualties. A
heavy covering fire of L. Gs., and rifles was organised by the remainder
of the company on Ridge B ” tohelp their people back from“ A ,
but the enemy were entirely invisible and their fire continued un-
diminished in hoth volume and accuracy.

So there the whole company remained pinned to its ground,
unable to fetire or move forward. The Brigade could do nothing to
help them as it was getting dark and it had to get back to camp, and
there was nothing for it but to leave the Company out all night to its
own resources at a height of about 7,000 feet without bedding and with
a number of dead and wounded on their hands. Fortunately no attack
was made on them during the night, and when they were rescued
half-frozen the next morning without further losses, the general
opinion was that they had got off luckily.

The sole reason for this unpleasant affair was once more the
wrong use of ground—dispositions which were faulty in their relation
to Tribal tactics. Tt was a case of sound teaching misapplied. In
endeavouring to obtain greater safety, security was sacrificed. That
forward slope should have been avoided like a plague-spot. Common-
sense should come to the rescue and prevent one from pushing down
forward slopes unless one can make sure of a safe line of retirement,
On the other hand the nullah had to be watched as it was vital 'to keep
the enemy out of it. Probably some system of patrolling would have
offered the correct solution.

Though the above episode ocourred less than ten years ago and
must have heen taken to heart at the time, there is little evidence that
the lesson regarding the danger of forward slopes in Mountain Warfare'
has been handed on. In the average hill-parade forward slopes still
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seem to exercise a fatal fascination for many a L. G. section comman-
der and not a few platoon commanders, in spite of the fact that such
slopes infringe the two principles of “ Security ” and * Surprise ”.

Summary.

From the analysis of the above episodes, the following points
stand out clear.

1. All these incidents are examples of elementary tactics gone
wrong ; they were therefore avoidable and should not have happened.
Yet, it may be added, the mistakes which caused these tragedies can,
at the present day, be seen being repeated on any mountain warfare
training. There seems little doubt, too, that in spite of the passage
of time most of the old lessons hold good at the present moment not-
withstanding the march of science and the improvements in weapons
of war,  Why should the art, simple as it is, of applying elementary
tactics correctly to suit the peculiarities of frontier fighting have
remained at a stand-still when so great a proportion of the Army in
India is stationed in surroundings which are ideal for the purpose ?
The necessity of developing an eye for country from the savage enemy’s
point of view requires emphasis. We have to look at the ground from
a different angle, or, perhaps, a more acute angle than we use in
civilised warfare so that the traps and pitfalls may be recognised
instinctively and the right antidote applied in the shape of correct
use of ground and combination of fire and movement. Our junior
leaders and our men must be taught to bring common-sense into play
and to realise that covering fire can be of no value to anyone who
drops out of its sight. Forward sections must be trained to haltand
take up firing positions the moment they see that they are about to
disappear into dead ground, and to signal to their covering fire party
to advance and leap-frog through them until they in their turn are
compelled to halt for the same reason.

All this may be termed the “ A B C ” of mountain warfare tactics
and seems hardly to require emphasis, but it would be a rash man who
would be prepared to guarantee that none of his own section comman-
ders would fall into any of the first three traps ” quoted above.

If this is the case can it be said that allis as it should be ?

(2) A useful method of driving home the required points would
be to stage demonstrations on suitable ground to illustrate some of the
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“ regettable incidents ” which have actually happened in the past,
and to show how the tragedy could and should have been averted.
Ground suitable for this purpose can be found during company or
battalion training in most parts of India ; much can also be learnt on
a large scale sand-model built up in any small nullah adjacent to the
Lines to represent typical N.-W, F. country.

(3) Fire and movement as used in civilised warfare require con-
siderable modification and decentralisation when fighting against a
savage enemy on the Frontier. It is to be questioned whether our
Individual and Platoon Training in Mountain Warfare descend suffi-
ciently deep into details to cover these points in elementary Frontier
tactics—points which every budding N.-C. O. must learn and digest
thoroughly if he is not to remain a menace and a danger to his small
command. '
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THE TRAVELS OF RISALDAR SHAHZAD MIR KHAN,
PART IV.

And now to continue my story. Eight days after Captain Wellby
Sahib had left for England I managed to pack all our servantsand kit
intoa ship bound for Aden. When we nearcd Aden the ship was put
into quarantine, but as T had letters for General Currie, and also for the
Consul, Colonel Jacob, the doctor Sahib let me go ashore. I landed
and gave the letter to Colonel Jacob, who told me that he had just
received orders that I was to go to England.

T asked him what on earth I should do in England. He told
me that Wellby Sahib Bahadur had sent me a cable, to which I replied
that I had come out on the understanding that I should go to Africa
for survey work for one year only, and that having already completed
three months over the time, there was no reason why I should go on to
England. I told him, moreover, that Captain Wellby had not been very
pleased with me of late and so I flatly refused to go.

To this Colonel Jacob merely replied that it was no concern of
his ; there were my orders, I would have to go, and that was the
end of it.

At this I was very annoyed, but there was nothing for it, and
I had to be content with asking him to send a cabie to the effcct that
a3 I could hope for no possible gain out of the venture, I wished Wellby
Sahib would spare me the trouble of the journey, and wreak his
vengeance on me here in Aden.

Then I set about sending off to their homes the Abyssinians and
Somalis whose numbers had now dwindled from fifty-five to thirty-five,
and I handed over to the authorities in Aden ail our kit and arms.
1 had a fortnight of idleness, so one day I went to see the Aden Troop
which consists of 50 men and horses and a3 many camel sowars, the
latter belonging to Shaikh Osman, an Arab Chieftain.

 Onmy way back I was met by a red-coated orderly, who told me
that a Sahib had sent forme. I went along with himina cart toa shop
belonging to a Hindu where I found an Englishman. He came out
and shook hands with me asking me how I was. I was astonished,
for T had never seem him before, and yet he seemed to know me, and
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I began to feel rather awkward. Still holding my hand, he asked
me to come along for a trip in his boat which was lying close
in shore ; an invitation I gladly accepted. The crew had obviously
had previous orders, for as soon as I was aboard they pulled
away as hard as they could in the direction of a large ship which
was lying som= distance out, which he asked me if I would like to
goover. Up tothat time Ihad thought that the Sahib was merely
taking me out for a cruise, but when I got on board the large ship and
saw all my luggage which I had left for safe custody in a Hindu’s
shop in Aden, I realised that I had been had for a mug. What is the
good, I thought, of fighting a British Officer like Captain Weliby ?
and I may, after all, reap some benefit from going to England, the
Land of Kings.
My Journey to England.

We left Aden in a ship called the ‘ Mombassa,’ and we saw in
mid-ocean several towers from which at night shone red and white
lighss to assist navigation. There are some very big guns in Fort
Malyon which will prevent any foreign ships entering the Red Sea
without the parmission of the British.

On the 20th September we entered the Suez Canal, which was
orginally made by the French, who still collect Canal dues at Port
Said. The Canal is about 60 yards wide and some 80 miles long. It
is too narrow for two large ships to pass each other, and so the East
bound ship has to wait until the one going Westwards has passed
through; on this occasion the former remained at anchor for
24 hours in Port Said. It takss ten hours to go through the Canal.

Port Said s a fine city, which nominally belongs to Egypt, but
actually everything is in the hands of the British,

At two o’clock inthe afternoon of the 21st September the ship
left for Naples, and for the next two days we went due West. On the
24th we passed through the Straits of Messina with high hills on both
sides, and this is the beginning of Europe. One day I saw far off a cloud
of smoke rising from the summit of a hill. T asked a fellow passenger
how it was that this smoke was rising straight up to heaven, and he
pulled my leg, and answered, ““ That is the front door of Hell, and
that is the smoke rising up from Hell itself | ” Later he told me it was
a volcano that had been active for some thirteen or fourteen hundred
years, and that no one could go near its mouth as it was toohot. He
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also told me that the fire was in the bowels of the ecarth, and that
from time to time whole villages and towns had been buried by an
eruption.

Some distance to the South of the hill lies the city of Naples, a
very famous town of Italy.

When we arrived here I asked the Captain of the ship for permission
to go ashore, and so to set foot in Europe for the first time. The
Captain asked an Italian official to send a gendarme with me to show
me round the town, and bring me back safe and sound to the ship.
T was not long in experiencing Italian perfidy, for the boatman who
plied for hire between the ship and the shore charged me three shillings
for a ticket, whercas he gave a fellow countryman a ticket for three
pence. When I questioned this difference in charges, he said that the
fare for important people like myself was three shillings, whereas
ordinary people like my companion could do the journey for three
pence.

I replied that I was but a foreign soldier, whereas the Italian was
apparently a well-to-do merchant. However I soon realised that
argument was useless, and that in Italy there was one law for the
foreigner and another for the Italian.

We landed and my gendarme took me off to a sort of Museum
where I saw a box containing the clothes and skeleton of one of the
former inhabitants. He told me that it was the corpse of a General
who had fought the King of Naples. AsIwasgoing out,a man stand-
ing in the doorway stopped me and said I should have to pay two
shillings for each of us; which sum I paid, as I was too shy to refuse.
The gendarme then took me to another place where I saw a large lump
of iron embedded in a big wooden door. I was told that in olden
days the Italian fleet had bombarded Naples, and that a cannon ball
had embedded itself in this door. Here again I had to pay out two
shillings. After this I told the gendarme that I only wanted to go
round the shops and that he was not to show me any more sights.
He assured me that Naples was a very large city, and thereupon hired
a two-horsed cab, on the box of which he seated himself, and told me
to get inside. We had only gone a short way when he stopped at
a fruit shop and demanded some grapes for which I had to pay a
shilling,

He then drove on a considerable distance and stopped at a house,
the nature of which I Was easily able torecognise by a face ; Isawatthe
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window, I told him that nothing on earth would induce me to go
inside, but he grew insistent and told me that the place was well worth
seeing. I then thought that I had only been making a fool of myself,
and that the best %hing I could do was to go straight back to the ship.
This I did, and on arrival at the quay, paid the cabman three shillings.
On reckoning up I found that I had spent nine shillings with nothing
to show for it. The gendarme then asked for a tip, and in order to

keep him quiet, I told him I would give him something when we got on
board. He refused to come onboard, but Iinsisted on taking him with
me and off we started, he in front, and I behind, threatening to throw
him into the sea for the way in which he had treated me. At this he
bolted, and though I chased him for a long way I did not manage to
catch him,

My own expericnce is that the immorality in Italy is worse than
in any country in the world.

The Italians are an undersized lot of scoundrels, and it is quite
_obvious why they were beaten by the Abyssinians in Africa.

Few people seem to live in Naples, and the men I saw were small
and weak little shopkeepers, whilst the women are utterly shameless.
In ancient times Italy was a very great country, and the Ttalians a
fine warlike race ; but now-a-days they are not worth a damn.

When I got on board, I told the gendarme official that the man
he had sent with me had given me a fine time, and had made me waste
my money fornothing. He assured me that the man would be punish-
ed, but I knew full well that they were all hand in glove with one
another ; for as we say :—* Alai, Gulai is one and the same shop.’

From Naples to England it is possible to travel by rail, but we
went round by sea to Marseilles, that fine and well known city of
France, all the buildings of which are seven stories high, and which
appeared o me to be bigger than any buildings I ever saw in England.

Down the middle of the bazaars are streets for the horse traffic
and on both sides are pavements for pedestrians. ,

One evening at about five o’clock I went to see the bazaar, and
there was such a crowd of people in the streets that I could barely
make my way along the pavement, and had to urn up a side street.

The French policemen wear red trousers, black coats, and hats
like those of Eurasian railway officials in India.
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Two such gendarmes saw me and accosted me in Arabiec, inviting
me to come along with them and take my ease in a cafe nearby. So
I and the ship’s steward, who was with me, went with them. They
offered us drinks, but I refused, though my companion they persuaded
to drink with them. They treated us with great kindness.

These police, whenever they go on duty, take with them a leather
bag with enough money for three daysfood. They are ali fat and sleek,
and cannot bear to be without food for long. Their women too are
positively obesz, which shows how true our proverb is that “A fat
and lusty man marries a buffalo.” The climate of the country is very
good, which makes everything fat, even the chickens, while the horses
are gross.

I have heard the following about the kingdom of France, that in
former times they had a King, who was just as wicked and cruel as
Muhammad Ali of Egypt.

Exasperated by this reign of tyrany, an unimportant French
officer made himselfa General, and eventually turned out the King of
France.

He then became so important that he was able to make war with
the Germans, whom he brought to their knees. However, the British
came to the assistance of the Germans, and captured this French
upstart and adventurer whom they imprisoned.

From that date France has been a Republic. A man is selected
by their Parliament to be King for seven years, after which he goes
on pension.

Nevertheless the administration of France appears to be good,
except for the fact that they seem to be having continual rows in their
Parliament, and from what I saw of them, I came to the conclusion
that the people themselves were by nature quarrelsome.

The greatest difference that I have noticed between the French
and the British is that whereas an Englishman will work hard for a
rise in pay, a Frenchman is so lazy that he will gladly accept less pay
to save himself trouble. They always appear to be hostile to the
British, but I don’t know if the Germans are behind this or whether
there is some other reason.

When our ship, the Mombassa,” was anchored alongside the quay
at Marseilles a French ship came along and told us to weigh anchor,
and move off to make room for a French ship. Our Captain refused to

5
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do so, whereupon the Frenchmen proceeded to cut the hawsers of our
anchors with axes. Our English sailors, by way of retaliation, took
a large bundle of silk handkerchiefs off a pedlar on the quay, and ran
up the gangway with it just as the ship was moving of, and thus got
gomething in exchange for the hawsers. In swindling and fraud
the French are second only to the Italians.

They have two varieties of every article, one bad, which they
gell, and the other good, which they keep for themselves.

In Marseilles harbour there i5 a bridge some two hundred and
fifty yards long, stretching over an arm of the sea, through which all
in-coming and out-going vessele have to pass. The bridge parts in the
centre, the two arms lifting to let maritime traffic pass, afterwards
reclosing to form a road over which any vehicle and even artillery can
pass in safety. The entire bridge is made of iron and must weigh
thousands of tons, and yet the machinery is controlled by a single
man by means of a screw or some such thing.

We left Marseilles onthe 30th, and for the next two days we saw
on our right flank low hills of a reddish colour which looked utterly
barren. This country was Spain, an independent kingdom. Further
west was the rock of Gibraltar, a very strong naval fortress belonging
to the British, although the land itself belongs to Spain. The British
are the greatest naval power in the world and you will see their fort-
resses on every shore. By now I had travelled twelve hours by the
clock, that is to say, when it is evening in Peking it is morning in
London; and in all that distance all the fortresses worthy of note
commanding the seas were British. From Gibraltar one goes north-
west, soon turning due north. I believe the distance from Tientsin
to London i8 12,000 miles.

On the 6th September, 1899, I arrived at the Port of London.
The Captain would not let me go ashore, but when everybody else had
disembarked three men came aboard, and I learnt that one of them
was Wellby Sahib’s fathar, the second his brother, and the third a
sergeant, who was wearing full dress. From these gentlemen I learnt
that Captain Wellby Sahib had left with his regiment for South
Africa on the 3rd of September, which was a terrible disappointment
to me. However, his father and brother treated me very well, and
gave the pensioned sergeant ten rupees a day to look after me, and to
me personally they gave as much money as I wanted tospend. Every
day the sergeant was given orders as to what he should take me to.
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Wellby Sahib wasof a very good family and had a beautiful
house. He was a Major in Parliament and owned several goldsmith’s
shops. His two brothers were very good-looking. When I left his
father gave me a beautiful sword and a very fine watch and many
other smaller presents, as well as my travelling expenses both ways,
whilst th ticket from Bombay to London alone cost six hundred
rupees. It was entirely thanks to Captain Wellby Sahib that I was
able to sce Europe and London, which is the most wonderful thing
to see in the world. For although one may have travelled all over the
world, no one thinks anything of it unless one has been to England.
To start off with I felt very out of it and home sick, but in a few days
time, when I got to know English fairly well, and had experienced
the hospitality of the English, I lost all my shyness and enjoyed
myself immensely.

Any class of Englishman I met, would invariably greet me with,
“ Come on, and have a drink !” 7.e., of wine or soda water. I always
flatly refused to drink wine, but smoked cigarettes, and drunk soda
water all day long.

The four essential qualifications for anyone who wishes to go to
England are :—Firstly, to be able to speak and understand English
well; secondly, to be able to drink wine and lots of it ; thirdly, to
be ready to eat anything that is put before him ; and lastly to be very
well turned out, and to have plenty of money.

The Wonders of England.

The British Museum.—Here in a Museum are to be seen the corpses
of Egyptians who lived more than two thousand years ago. Their
coffins are painted and decorated to look just like idols. The corpses
look quite ordinary and just like us.

The Underground Ratlway.—There i3 a railway which goes under
both land and sea. One day the Sergeant said to me, “ Lets go to
our destination by rail.” 8o off we went, and he bought the tickets.
We then went and sat down in a small room, on three sides of which
there were benches. I suggested to the Sergeant that we should go
along to the station, but he replied that we were in the station. Some-
what mystified, I remarked that I couldn’t see any railway, and he
said we were coming to that. After a while, the whole station sank
into the ground, and eventually descended to a platform, where I saw
an Undergropnd Railway. A train soon came in, and we got into it.






