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EDITORIAL.

During the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1930-31 the Indian
o Army was, for the first time in its history, dragged
Politics. : fia : el s
into the political arena. This participation In
affairs, contrary and abhorrent to the traditions of the service, was
inevitable, and the fact that the martial classes ranged themselves
‘whole-heartedly on the side of law and order and did a great deal of
good work in counteracting the subversive activities of Congress
must be accepted as complete justification for the unusual steps taken.
Incidentally, it showed that the agriculturists, who are the metaphori-
cal and anatomical backbone of India, were still anxiously eager to
stand by their old loyalty to the British connection. It must be said
thatthe Indian Army had no desire, beyond its ordinary commitments
in aid of the civil power, to enter the struggle, but when the Congress
used all its ability and undeniable subtlety to undermine the loyalty
of Indian soldiers, even going so far as to subsidize handsomely its
secret agents to further these pernicious activities, there was only one
course open to the authorities and that was to take the sepoys and
ex-soldiers into their confidence and fight sedition with the gloves off.
This was done with the most satisfactory results.

Before this grave necessity arose it is correct probably to state
that ninety-nine per cent. of the Indian Army took not the slightest
interest in politics and that the various waves of agitation which have
swept the country for the last forty years were entirely alien—and
always obnoxious—to its interests and well-being. The intensity and

the widespread publicity of the Civil Disobedience Movement, however,
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allied as it was with the hot-house blooming of the exotic flower
called Nationalism, and the oft repeated declaration of the British
Government of its willingness to extend the scope of the Montagu-
Chelmsford Reforms, could not help but attract the attention of the
villagers, whose politics, if any, were deplorably reactionary and
parochial. Rumours of a changing constitution created a vagu®
wonder. The extension of popular control in the administration had
led to bewilderment and occasionally to resentment. During 1930
there was increasing uneasiness, but when, at last, the (overnmen?
called upon its supporters to resist the blandishments of a political
body, whose declared aim was Independence, it was a rallying cry
which collected a certain amount of response throughout all India—
but most completely and whole-heartedly from the sturdy inhabitants
of those vast tracts of country, loosely called recruiting areas.

The Delhi Agreement has now, unfortunately, led to some confu-
sion. The Indian soldier’s greatest charm is his simplicity and
directness of thought. If he is asked to dig a hole, he will dig it and not
ask its purpose. If, however, he is asked to dig a whole and then
ordered to fill it up again he will do so, but his private opinion of the
man who gave him the order will be unflattering, His confidence will
be shaken, only temporarily perhaps, but shaken it will be, and the
next time he is asked to excavate he will very likely hug to himself
certain mental safeguards concerning the thoroughness and perma-
nency of his labours. He will not dig so deeply.

The present acceptance of Congress co-operation, necessary and
welcome though it may be in constitutional circles, is nonetheless &
wolte face which is liable to misunderstanding by people ignorant of the
chameleon-like adaptability of modern politics, It is too early yeb
to express any opinion on the present hair-trigger situation, but we
consider that it is bad tactics and worse policy to ignore or slur it over.
The sepoy’s and the ex-soldier’s almost embarrasing loyalty are
common features of our daily existence, and hig present feelings of
bemused wonder—often expressed with more force than fairness—
ought to be treated honestly and fearlessly. We can only hope that
the present worrying times of transition will result soon in a period of
stabilisation, when the Indian Army will be able to throw off for ever
this uncomfortable and unsuitable accretion of political thought.

* * * * % * *
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The establishment of an Indian Military College has been under
The Indian Mjli- consideration off and on for the last ten years and
tary College. is now within measurable distance of being an
-accomplished fact. The Committee just concluded under the chair-
manship of H. E. the Commander-in-Chief is a direct result of the
Round Table Conference and its deliberations are being studied with
intense interest by both the general public and the services, The
.chief object of the Committee is to evolve a military college for India
which will have none of the disabilities under which Indian cadets are
trained at Sandhurst. There are three main disabilities ; expense,
distance, and the fact that the Indian cadet has to work, live and play
in a foreign country.

It costs a parent roug.ly £550 to educate his son at Sandhurst,
which is in most cases a prohibitive amount for the classes which are
likely o produce the best leaders. An Indian college should be some-
what less expensive, but even so it appears likely that Government
will have to help the parent with concessions more generous than
those given in the past. Indian parents are notoriously disinclined to
send their sons at the age of eighteen away from home influences, and
the six thousand odd miles which separate England from India have
been a definitely deterrent factor in the recruitment of suitable candi-
dates. A college centrally located in India will overcome this obstacle
to a large extent, and gradually dissipate the provincialism which,
.even to day, is more common than the perfervid nationalists would
have us believe. Finally, it will be agreed that the Indian boy at
Sandhurst works at a disadvantage with his fellow cadets. The
western surroundings, the language and the ordinary routine of English
life are altogether strange to him and mus? impose upon his mentality
certain complexes which only PSYChOIOg]StS', perhap.s, could explain,
On the other hand, when the Indian Colilege .1s established he will not
have the advantage of close contact during his early years with British
boys, a definite loss which he is likely to regret 3% he gro?vs older,

Although the standard of the new C?llege lel. require to be kept
the same as that of Sandhurst, the curriculum will haye to differ in
various essentials, and in these the J apanese mOd'e] will probably be
followed. The Japanese army recrult's many of .1ts ofﬁce.rs fr.Om the

d it may be expected in India that ‘a Wlde.r application of a
ran.k - a.n Nar'to the " X cadet scheme will be introduced. This
;:il.zpziz o far higher standard of education than is now prevalent
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in Indian units and may—at any rate during the initial stages—prove _a’"
very positive hindrance to the obtaining of a reasonable flow of this
class of candidate. To overcome the backwardness of prelimin&l'y
education in India it is obvious, also, that the course will have t0 be
longer than the three-term Sandhurst course. There are various other
difficulties inherent in the establishment of an Indian Military COH_Gge
which cannot be eradicated at its inception. For instance, ’cechnlcaI
training for the Indian Air Force, Artillery, and engineering W'Ould
entail enormous expenditure which could hardly be justified, either
economically or militarily | at the present time. For aspirants to these
branches of the forces it is probably that post-graduate courses W ill'be‘
arranged, preferably in England where adequate facilities already exist.

# * * * * s’ %

A year ago our attention was fixed on the Afridi threat on .the
North-West Frontier ; this year we have to switch
to the opposite point of the compass and study the
complicated situation in Burma. A small local rising which took the
authorities by surprise on the 22nd December, 1930, in the Tharrawadd}’
District has not only continued itself but has stimulated gimilar out~
breaks in at least five neighbouring districts, The result is that, from
the oil fields at Yenangyaung in the north to Hanthawaddy in the
south, the riverain districts are the prey of lawlessness and violence-
Tharrawaddy has always been notorious for its dislike of law and
contempt for order, and its superstitious inhabitants have ever
been too ready to lend their assistance to overthrow the British Govern-
ment. Prompt measures were taken to quell this local rising and were
mainly effective, but the enclosed nature of the country hampered th‘i_
efforts to isolate the trouble, and, conversely, facilitated the rebels
escape to neighbouring districts.

It is interesting to record the methods employed by the Burma
Military Police and the regular troops in the initial stages. When
the rebels were routed they fled to the jungle-clad hills of the Arakan
Yoma Range. To prevent them raiding the plains outposts were
placed along the foothills, but these did not have the desired effect-
A “ partridge drive ” through the hills was then carried out with th.e'
object of driving the marauding gangs upon the outposts, but this
owing to the density of the jungle also proved abortive. Finally the
disaffected area was divided up into blocks, each block under the

Burma.
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control of an officer and one or two platoons. This scheme was
successful in that it quickly restored normal conditions, but the rapid
spread of the rebellion, necessitating the employment of all available
troops in less concentrated duties, led to its curtailment,

For almost six months the garrison in Burma has been having a
very strenuous time, andit is noteworthy that in every case when the
small formations employed—generally not more than two platoons—
have got to grips with the rebels they have meted out salutary punish-
ment. The danger of the rebellion being forced northwards by the
monsoon, and the possibility, in that eventuality, of martial law having
to be enforced in the seriously affected areas are the reasons for the
despatch from India of four more infantry battalions, Ttisa far cry
from the gaunt hills of the North-West frontier to the wet jungles of
Burma, but the training, sense of responsibility, leadership and initia-
tive which frontier warfare inculcates in the minds of junior leaders,
are equally necessary for bush-fighting. The battalions from India,
therefore, who perhaps have paid more attention to the Afridi or
Mahsud than to the Burman dacoit, should find no difficulty in
adjusting themselves to an unexpected sphere of operations,

* * * * * * *
The reintroduction of the Lower and Higher standard examina-
The language tion in Urdu from January next will be, we hope,
test. the last of a rather bewildering series of changes

since the war in that bug-bear of most young officers— The pre-
scribed language test,”” on which their retention in the Indian Army
depends. It will be remembered that at the end of the war all but the
lucky few had failed to pass the prescribed examinations, and the
authorities were faced with the unwelcome probability of having to
enforceregulations and depriving the Indian Army of the great majority
of its young officers. A Committee was held and it was decided that
language examinations in India were based on rather antiquated ideas
and theories, and that they required remodelling on the lines of the
Civil Service Commission in London. So the preliminary standard was
introduced, being in effect the Higher standard but without the guiding
aid of any text book. Another Committee introduced the “ Roman »
script, an innovation which was undoubtedly helpful to those who had
started to learn Urdu in the vernacular, but as the years passed this
medium proved more a handicap than an aid in assimilating the
vocabulary and grammar of the Army’s lingua franca. Failuresin both






