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EDITORIAL.

In a book on Imperialism written in 1910 Lord Cromer summed
up the attitude of England towards the inevitable

Politics.
devolution of its imperial paramountey in the follow=

ing words :

“« What answer would the modern Tmperialist give to the question of Quo
Vadis? T do not think that the Frenchman, the Russian, the German,
or the TItalian, if the question were put to any of them, would be much
more seriously embarrassed than the ancient Roman to find an answer,
Bach would reply that his intention was to civilise his alien subjects, but in
no way to relax his hold over them. But what would be the reply of the
Jeading Imperialist in the world—of the Englishman? He would be puzzled
to give any definite answer, for he is in truth always striving to attain two
ideals, which are apt to be mutually destructive—-the ideal of good govern-
ment, which connotes the continuance of his supremacy, and the ideal of
which connotes the whole or partial abdication of his

self-government,
hough after a dim, slipshod but charac-

supreme position. Moreover, alt

teristically Anglo-Saxon fashion, h
e military occupation or the principle of nation-

ke up his mind which of the two bases

e is aware that empire must rest on one

of two bases—an extensiv
ality—he cannot in all cases quite ma
he prefers.”

Living as we do in the thick of clashing polities in India it is diffi-
similarly detached view of the present entangled

cult at times t0 take a
ing time of transition,

We are going through a peculiarly try
when the constitutional problems of over three hundred million souls
of diverse creeds, races and ethical standards are being settled by their
Lord Cromer recognised the two ideals
but now that the * principle

gituation.

various representatives.
which are in the hearts of all Imperialists,
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of nationality ** has been conceded by His Majesty’s Government the
question of *“ an extensive military occupation ’ must be ruled out as
impracticable, or at least for the time being impractical, politics.

In the meantime the study of contemporary politics gives much food
for thought.

The outstanding political event of the last three months has been
the Government’s successful endeavours to persuade Congress 0
observe the main purpose of the Delhi Agreement. It has not been an
easy task. Before the ink was dry on that controversial document the
myrmidons of Congress were busy in all provinces carrying on subver-
sive propaganda, preaching a gospel of hate, organising their shattered
forces and making no concealment of their intention to use the inter-
vening period for active preparation for °° the next and final war.”

With extraordinary patience Government watched these activi-
ties, checking them here and there when they ran counter too
blatantly to the law of the land, but in most cases holding its hand in
the hope that, in spite of the deliberate provocation offered, its imme-
diate and important aim of getting Mr. Gandhi to the Round Table
Conference might be realised. This policy of ““ wait and see ”’ has
been partially justified. Mr, Gandhi is now in London face to face for
the first time for eleven years with realities, and no matter what the
outcome of Congress representation on the Conference may be the
British and Indian Governments have demonstrated to the world their
desire that the Round Table should be a wholly representative body
of all the creeds and factions that make up the sub-continent of India.

The immediate situation, however, has not improved. It may be
safely presumed that Government recognised the risks involved in allow-
ing thepeasantry of the United Provinces and Bombay to be exploited
by unscrupulous half-baked communists, in permitting the mostloyal
recruiting area in the North West Frontier Province to be seduced,
and therank and file of the police and other services to be discouraged ;
these risks were obvious. But we may be sure that they were taken
only after the most anxious consideration and weighing ofallpossibili-
ties. Let us hope that the end will justify the means, and that the
Conference will succeed in producing a Federation, Confederation or
Commonwealth which will bring peace to a distracted country.

To many this will seem a mere platitudinous aspiration, more
pious than probable. The conflicting elements which compose the




Conference are likely to have many bitter arguments and battles
before their respective views are merged into a satisfactorycompromise,
Mr. Shaukat Ali, Dr. Moonje, Sir Mohamed Igbal, Mr. Ujjal Singh,
Mr. Bentham and Mr. Gandhi do not strike one as being congenial bed-

fellows. But it will be remembered that similar doubts were expressed

before the first Conference, where, except for the Communal problem
.. . - - . 4

British and Indian statesmen succeeded in outlining a new constitution

with the unanimous approval of all the various discordant interests

In the meantime in India we are more concerned with the attitude

of Mr. Gandhi’s disgruntled followers, They made every effort to

prevent him from going to London and when these tactics failed they

were left high and dry on a barren shore. It would be too much to

expect that men, whose life-work has been agitation, would be content

to sit with folded arms during the absence of their leader. We may
anticipate, therefore, that they will continue their  Social Uplift

work and their preparations for a further struggle in the not improbable

eventuality of Mr. Gandhi withdrawing his co-operation in London.

If, on the other hand, Mr. Gandhi accepts the stern realities of the

ted problem in the world and comes to a common agree-
bsequent task willnot be enviable,

eous followers, including the
‘red ** army on the frontier,

most complica
ment with his brother delegates hissu
He will have to persuade his heterogen
gunmen of Bengal and the comic opera *
that constitution-making is more than shouting * Long Live Revolu-
tion”’ or annoying people who want to buy clothes. It islikely—indeed.
almost certain when one considers the amount of seditious poison which
the youth of India has imbibed during the last two years,—that

his appeal will fall on deaf ears. Then, Indian politicians will have to

hold the baby of their own begetting.
¢ * * *
It is only natural to expect that the present world-wide economic
depression should have its effect on the services in
Retrenchment. ? : .
India. The various Retrenchment (Committees,

* %

is wrapped in necessary mystery, are working feverishly
penditure in all departments of the Government, and,
needless to remark, Army expenditure is not escaping the prevailing
ity for drastic pruning. While it is impossible to prophesy
be or in which directions they will be
Committee’s Economy Report at Home

whose work
to cut down ex

necess
what the actual savings will

effected, the study of the May
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may give an inkling to possible proposals for economy. Briefly, some
of these recommendations were as follows :—

Pay and Pensions, Saving.
Introduction of 1925 rates of pay for all personnel of
the fighting services (Navy, Army and R.AF.) ..  £2,199,000
Introduction of revised cost of living deduction for
officers of the fighting services i = £400,000
Introduction of revised cost of living deduction from
pensions of officers of the fighting services " £190,000

Reduction by roughly ten per cent. of expenditure on
technical research, education, inspection costs, and

clothing allowances " . & £859,000
Discontinuance of subsidies for mechanical transport
and the light horse breeding scheme . . 5 £50,000

This represents a saving of almost £3,700,000 and does not include
the more general recommendations for limiting expenditure in all

branches of the services, which brings the cuts to the substantial total
of nine million sterling,

The proposed cut in pay leaps immediately to the eye. If payis
reduced at Home it is too much to hope that a similar measure of
economy will not be examined in India. The Home cut is based on
the general fall in pricesin all commodities in Europe, but it can hardly
be argued that a corresponding fall has occurred in India. On the
contrary, it is clear that the recent increase in import duties, the con-
tinuing high level of servant’s pay, rents and educational fees, together

with the enhanced income tax, have actually raised the Indian cost of
living for all British officials,

Further means for reducing the 1931-32 Military Budget of
fifty two crores are being energetically explored. In this connection
the ultimate fate of the Military Reserve Fund ” which, under
the original arrangements for the stabilisation of the Military Budget
for a period of four years, had been earmarked to carry out a programme
of mechanisation and modernisation of equipment, may now, perhaps,
be safely left to the cynic’s imagination, The dishandment of two
Indian infantry battalions has heen reported in the press, It would
be unwise to speculate on other methods of economy, but the amalga-
mation of British and Indian Hospitals, the Anglo-Indianisation of
nursing staffs, the overhauling of Ordnance establishments with a
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view to their competing in the open market, and the reduction of
redundant staff appointments are obvious lines for inquiry. The
taking over of all engineer services on the N. W. F. P. by the Public
Works Department has been recommended by the recent Haig Com-
mission ; this would effect a military economy certainly, but in case

of war such a saving at the cost of army efficiency might have incal-

culable consequences. The whole question of Retrenchment bristles

with problems the solution of which is bound to cause heart-burning
)
but the delicate financial position of India must, as in England, demand

sacrifices from all.
® ®

The general Disarmament Conference of the League of Nations is

The Disarmament to meet at Geneva on ond February 1932 under
Conference. the Presidency of the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. Arthur

Henderson, if his new duties permit. India as an independent

member of the League is to send a delegation.

eration to say that this conference represents the

It is no exagg
liberations which

‘most important international event since the de
preceded the signing of the Treaty of Versailles in 1919. That Treaty,
framed whilst its creators were still swayed by the antagonisms and
‘Tatreds of the war, has left Europe in an unbalanced and dangerous
condition. On the one hand are the victorious allied nations still,
with the exception of the British Empire and United States of America,
‘maintaining large conscript armies and numerous Air Forces. On
the other hand are the defeated central European peoples with armies

dly limited and no defensive Air Forces at all. France, with the

Tigl
asserts that her safety

memory of two invasions in half a century,
depends upon her right to maintain absolute and complete mulitary

ascendancy. Germany, still at heart militaristic, with a large and
ic population, is becoming more and more exasperated
at this situation. She accuses the allies of a one-sided application of
Article 8 of the covenant, which recognised ““ that the maintenance of
peace requires the reduction of Armaments to the lowest point consist-
ent with national safety.” In addition further east there is the
menacing figure of Soviet Russia with ever increasing armies permeated
by a doctrine undisguisedly hostile to European civilization,

intensely patriot
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The solutio nof these problems is the task of the Conference,
and upon its success or failure may well depend the future of Europe.

%
* * % % % *

The report of a gallant frontier episode has just come to light
A Frontier which reflects very creditably on the staunchness:
Incident.  4nq discipline of the Zhob Militia, On the 29th June
the Commandant, Zhob Militia, received a message from the small
post at Ashewat, (about 50 miles north of Killa Saifulla), that a l.a,rge‘
lashkar was in the vicinity. This intelligence could not be verified
until the 3rd July when definite information was received that the
post was being beseiged.

During this period of uncertainty the Indian Officer commanding
the post (garrisoned by two Indian officers and seventy-six men) had
been taking all necessary precautions to strengthen his defences and
had sent out reconnaissance parties, who, however, discovered nothing.-
In addition he had made outside arrangements to communicate with
the nearest post if an attack materialised. On the afternoon of July

3rd the attack by several hundred tribesmen occured, and the infor-
mation reached Fort Sandeman the same night.

The Post Commander, uncertain that the news had got through
to the authorities, decided to supplement it by sending two sowars
to the nearest post. The gates were thrown open and out galloped the:
messengers in the teeth of a dust storm and the enemy’s fire. They
got through safely, Firing was kept up during the night but the use
of Verey lights prevented thetribesmen from getting to close quarters,.
and at dawn the arrival of aeroplanes from Quetta made the lashkar
melt into ivisibility. In the meantime a small party of militia under
another Indian officer, which had been sent from Shaighalu post,
thirty-five miles away, had been marching through the night and

arrived at 11 a.m. A good march, including the crossing of the Tor-
ghar Hill (8,000 feet)

This small incident again draws attention to the crying need of
a bridge over the Gomal to complete the link between the Zhob and
Waziristan. This would necessitate the construction of a post at
Gul Kach, which would then facilitate control of this wayward area
and prevent the recurrence of such attacks in the future.

* # # * * * *







