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It was an unusual step to select the Chief of the General Staff
in India to succeed his Commander-in-Chief, but there were reasons
which made the choice of Sir Philip Chetwode to follow Sir William
Birdwood a peculiarly wise one. To a wide experience of high com-
mand in both war and peace, the new Commander-in-Chief had added
the immeasurable advantage of first hand knowledge of India’s defence
problems, gained during his tenure as Chief of the General Staff. It ~
is especially fortunate that, at a time when so many changes are
approaching, he should take office already familiar with the weighty
issues with which he will be called upon to deal.

Sir Philip Walhouse Chetwode joined the 19th Hussars in-1889
at the age of twenty, rising to command that Regiment in 1908, and
captaining its polo team for several years in succession. He first saw
service during the Chin Hills campaign of 1892-93, and next in South
Africa where he was twice mentioned in despatches and awarded the
D. 8. O. The outbreak of the Great War found him commanding the
5th Cavalry Brigade which, under him, took a distinguished part in
the early cavalry fighting, and during which Sir Philip was wounded.
Promotion followed rapidly, first to the 2nd Cavalry Division which
he led in France in 1915-16 and later to the Desert Corps in Palestine.
His success in this command led to his receiving the 20th Army Corps
in 1917. It was this Corps which took a leading part in the capture of
Jerusalem, and in that city Sir Philip was knighted by H. R. H. the
Duke of Conﬁaught, thus closely repeating the history of an ancestor
who, during the first crusade, was knighted by Richard Coeur-de-Lion
at Acre. It was (eneral Chetwode’s famous appreciation on which
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‘General Allenby based his plan for the final advance and which thus
led to the victorious conclusion of the Palestine campaign. KHrom
‘Palestine Sir Philip returned to England to take up the appointment
of Military Secretary at the War Office. In 1920 he became Deputy
Chief of the Imperial General Stafi, in 1922 Adjutant-General to the
Forces, and in 1923 G. 0. C. in Chief, Aldershot Command, being
promoted General in 1926. Thence, with wise ‘pre-vision, he was
transferred to India as Chief ot the General Staff.

Sir Philip Chetwode has become Commander-in-Chief in Tndia—
the greatest military command in the Empire-when the responsibi-
lities of that office are to an exceptional degree vital, not only to India
but to the whole Empire. He is faced by a number of problems any
one of which by itself would be of major importance but which com-
bined present a task such as never confronted any of his predecessors.
In addition to the all-pervading financial stringency with its consequent
struggle between economy and safety, he will be called upon to deal
with the great problems of Indianization, the strength of British
troops in India, the composition of the Indian army, the constitutional
position of the Defence Forces and Frontier defence. Tt is fortunate
for India and for the Fighting Services in particular that to meet
these exacting demands Sir Philip Chetwode brings an inspiring
personality, unequalled experience and great mental vigour added to a

physical fitness which is a tribute to his own dictum that “ the outzide
-of a horse is good for the inside of a man *’.

* * *

The terms of the truce recently concluded between the Govern-
ment of India and the Congress Party were such as Mr, Gtandhi could
have secured ab any time within the last twelve months had he cared
to ask. It is thus clearly demonstrated that all the past years unrest

with its loss of life and its suffering, and all the damage done to India’s

credit and economic prosperity were unnecessary. They would have

been avoided by a somewhat earlier display of the clementary political
commonsense that Mr. Gandhi and his associates have at Jagt shown.
However, better late than never, and it is to be hoped that * the change
of heart ” now evinced will be enduring enough to ensure reasonable

«o-operation by the Congress Party in putting into practical form the
broad recommendations of the Round Table Conference.
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It is comparatively easy to enunciate admirable principles in the
council chamber but immensely difficult to devise acceptable methods
of applying them in practical administration. This, it is to be feared,
will be found when it comes to implementing the recommendations
of the Defence Sub-Committee of the Conference. This Sub-Com-
mittee, under the presidency of Mr. J. H. Thomas, devoted the major
portions of its four meetings to the discussion of Indianization. It
had before it the proceedings of three previous committees on the
subject. . Of these the “ Rawlinson Committee ” drew up a scheme for
the complete Indianization of the officer ranks of the Indian Army
in forty-two years. Lord Reading’s Government, with the concurrence
of Lord Rawlinson, recommended that this should bereduced to twenty-
eight years. The *“ Skeen Committee ”, more cautiously, advised the
Indianization of half the Army by 1952. Asa whole the Sub-Com-
mittee recognized that, however, just and desirable Indianization
may be, its pace must be limited to the maximum compatible with the
maintenance of present efficiency. In their anxiety to make this
clear the following sentence, possibly a little quaint in style, but un-
impeachable in wisdom, occurs in their report. “The Sub-Committee
as a whole was very anxious not to create the impression that anyone
in any way or to any degree wanted to say anything that could even
remotely tend to imperil the safety of the country or to weaken the
strength of the Army.” While a minority held that complete Indian-
ization should be guaranteed within a specified period, the majority
recogmzed the undesirability, indeed the impracticability, of laying
"down a definite rate for Indianization. Tn brief, their resolutions
were i—

1. The defence of India must be to an increasing extent the

concern of the Indian people and not of the British
Government.

2. Immediate steps should be taken substantially to increase
the rate of Indianization.

3. A training college for candidates for commissions in all
branches of the Indian Defence Forces and in Indian
States Forces should be established at the earliest possible
momeut.

4. A committee of experts should be appointed without delay
to work out the details of establishing such a college.
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5. Indian cadets should continue to be eligible for Sandhurst.
Woolwich and Cranwell,

6. The question of a reduction of the British troops in India
should be the subject of early expert investigation.

7. The advisability of establishing a Military Council, including
representatives of the Indian States, was accepted.

With the recommendations of the previous committees before

them, these resolutions of the Sub-Committee cannot be considered
revolutionary or unreasonable,

5 * ¢ * 5 * "
The Commander-in-Chief on his own behalf and on that of the
Government of India has announced that an increase in the rate of
Indianization has been accepted, that an Indian Training College will
be established at the earliest moment, and that a committee will be
assembled this summer to work out the details for the College. It
has been for some time recognized that an advance in Indianization
was justifiable and it is no secret that the matter has been under
consideration at Army Headquarters for some time, What form the
new scheme will take is ag yet unpublished, but it must obviously,
entail the Indianization of more units, probably at least double the
number now ear-marked. Tt ig possible also that the opportunity

may be taken to place these units on the same officer establishment
as the corresponding British ones,

Such a change is eventually
inevitable,

but great care will he necessary to ensure that it does not
adversely affect the prospects of servin

g sepoys and Viceroy’s Com-
missioned Officers.

Possibly a solution of this difficulty may be
found in a generous allotment of nominations to the new Indian Sand-

hurst but age and educational qualifications will be an obstacle.

As to the College itself, the great problem will not be to establish

it, but to find really suitable cadets to fill it. There are plenty of
Indian youths, especially in the North, who possesses the martial
instincts and physique required ; there are plenty who possess the
educational qualifications needed ; but it must be confessed that the
number who combine thege attributes ig comparatively few. 1f
entrance to the College is mainly by an educational test it is to be
feared the fighting races, which form eighty per cent. of the Indian
ranks of the Army, will be but poorly represented. This would be an
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injustice and a source of danger. It would seem that, to begin with
at least, the course at the College will have to be considerably longer
than at Sandhurst and that cadets will join younger so as to complete
their general education before commencing strictly military studies.
In any case the task before the Expert Committee is no small one.

3k % sk * % ¥

There has naturally been a great deal of discussion on the events
which occurred along the Frontier during the past Summer. Amongst
the many proposals put forward to achieve increased efficiency and
aconomy—some it niust be confessed more creditable to their authors’
imaginations than to their knowledge of Frontier conditions—one of
the most frequent has heen the suggestion to revive the old Punjab
Frontier Force. The record of the Punjab Frontier Force as a main-
tainer of order on the World’s most turbulent border has never been
surpassed. It rested on two things, mobility and the local knowledge
acquired by its officers and men through long service on the Frontier.
There can belittle doubt that units specially, in fact almost exclusively,
trained and equipped for warfare, and permanently located in Frontier
stations, would be of greater local value than the ordinary regular units
serving their two years tour of duty on the Frontier. It has been
suggested that this increased efficiency for a  special purpose would
make possible a reduction in the strength of the Covering Troops, as
two or three Frontier Force battalions would be able to do the work of,
say, four of the existing battalions. Economy would then be achieved
by disbanding the battalions no longer required.

There is, however, as usual another side to the question. Desirable
as such an economy in itself might be, it would be purchased at the
cost of a reduction in the efficiency of the Army as a whole. Not
only would the Field Army be reduced by the disbandment of certain
units, but the invaluable Frontier experience now gained by all units
in turn would cease. The Army in India is designed primarily to
fight in defence of India on or beyond the North-West Frontier, and,
if its efficiency for this purpose is to be maintained, as many units as
possible must have experience of service conditions in those areas.
There can, t0o, be no doubt that the reconstitution of a special Frontier
Force would tend to divide the Indian Army into two parts—a Frontier
garrison tied down to its own locality, and a general service army.
The serious disadvantages of such a division are obvious.

3
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It is for those in authority to balance the local advantages againsb
such wider disadvantages., Many of the duties of the old Frontier
Force are now performed by the Scouts and Militias, and to mosb
observers it would seem that the real solution of many Frontier defen('ie
problems lies, not in creating another small specialized force, but n
increasing the tactical mobility and initiative of all units of the Indian
Army.

* * * % * *®

The Lewis Gun, invented a few years previously by Licut-Colonel
Lewis of the United States Army, was first issued to the British Army
early in 1915, when the need for increased defensive fire power for
Infantry on the Western Front became pressing. The Lewis Gun
has thus had a long innings. Sixteen years ago it was, no doubt, 28
good as, or possibly better than, any other light automatic available,
but it certainly is so no longer. For present day requirements,
especially for the Hast, the Lewis Gun is too conspicuous, too heavy:
too fragile, too complicated and above all too unreliable. There aré
now on the market several light automatics or, as their makers often
prefer to call them, light machine guns, which, compared with the
Lewis, are vastly superior in handiness, simplicity and reliability. Few
would question the degirability of replacing the Lewis Gun by oné
of these and many would go further and substitute the selected light
machine gun for the Vickers also. The performance of the best of the
new guns, when equipped with a mounting, approximates very closely
to that of the present Vickers with the added advantage of lightness.
There is, thus, much to be said for having one type of automatic only
in the battalion as it would simplify immensely the problems of train-
ing and of the replacement of casualties.

The obstacle to re-armament both at Home and in India is, of
course, financial. To re-equip at one time the whole Army in India,
arrange for the necessary reserves, and organise factory production
would require a sum beyond the capacity of the reduced annual Army
Budget. It is, however, an open secret that the maintenance and
replacement of the present Lewis and Vickers Guns is a heavy, and
likely to be an increasingly heavy, charge. It is worth while consiaet-
ing whether, by spending this money on the provision of new light
machine guns instead of on the repair and purchase of old weapons,
it might not be possible.gradually to re-equip the Army in India. Hven
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if the complete change over took three or four years, it is long overdue
and would be enthusiastically welcomed by regimental officers and
men.

It is to be hoped that, under expert examination, the financial
obstacles will not be found insurmountable, and that exhaustive tests
both at Home and in India will continue with the view to selecting the
most suitable of the new light machine guns. It would, of course,
~ be an advantage if the Army in India and the Home Army could re-
equip at the same time, but, should India be in a position to make
a start first, it would be a pity to delay doing so.

* £ & * & *

Gold Medal Prize Essay Competition, 1931.

The Council has chosen the following subject for the Gold Medal
Prize Essay Competition for 1931 :—

“ Discuss the organization and control of the military,
naval and air forces in India during the future advance to-

wards responsible Government and after, and their relation
to the police and other civil forces of the Crown.”

The following are the conditions of the competition :—

(1) The competition is open to all gazetted officers of the Civil
Administration, the Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air
Force or Auxiliary Forces, who are members of the U, S, I
of India.

(2) Essays must be type-written and submitted in triplicate.

(3) When reference is made to any work, the title of such work
is to be quoted.

(4) Essays are to be strictly anonymous. Hach must have a
motto, and, enclosed with the essay, there should be sent
a sealed envelope with the motto written on the outside
and the name of the competitor inside.

(5) Essays will not be accepted unless received by the Secretary
on or before the 30th June 1931,
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(6) Essays will be submitted for adjudication to three judgesr
chosen by the Council. The judges may recommend @
money award, not exceeding Rs. 150, either in addition to
or in substitution for the medal, The decision of the three
judges will be submitted to the Council, who will decide

whether the medal is to be awarded and whether the essay
is to be published.

(7) The name of the successful candidate will be announced

at a Council Meeting to be held in September or October
1931.

(8) All essays submitted are to become the property of the
United Service Instituticn of India absolutely, and authOT'B
will not be at liberty to make any use whatsoever of their
essays without the sanction of the Council.

(9) Essays should not exceed 15 pages of the size and style of the
Journal, exclusive of any appendices, tables or maps.

———
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THE SIEGE OF SARAROGHA
(Jury 1930)

By “ SLora.”

Towards the end of June manifestations of unrest in South Wazi-
ristan assumed a more concrete form. The well-known Mahsud hos-
tiles Ramzan, Sadde Khan Kundalai and Gulin, who had been
disseminating anti-Government propaganda, proceeded to take
more active measures. In the first few days of July lashkars were
raised in the Baddar and Shaktu, and the intention was expressed of
isolating Razmak by cutting the roads at Dwatoi and Dosalli. At
midday on July 6th, however, reliable information was received at
Sararogha that the lashkars were advancing on the Scouts’ Post there,
and could be expected about midnight. On receipt of this informa-
tion certain outhuildings which were considered dangerous were
-demolished, and the defences strengthened generally.

At this time the garrison of the Post consisted of one British
officer, 11 Indian officers, 363 Indian other ranks and 82 recruits.
This was supplemented by two more British officers. The Assistant
Political Agent and the Political Tehsildar were also there. In addition
-one piquet, Langar Khel Piquet to the West of the Post, contained
one havildar, 10 Indian other ranks and two signallers.

To follow the subsequent happenings reference should be made
‘to the sketch map.

At 16-00 hours a Shabi Khel Malik rang up from Piazha to say
that the lashkar was coming and that if he was not speaking the
truth the Scouts were at liberty to cut the throats of his two
sons, who were at the time detained in the Quarter Guard for political
reasons. Immediately after this the wire was cut north of Sararogha,
and at 20-30 hours the telephone line was cut downstream of the Post.
Darkness descended with everyone keyed up and ready for what the
night might bring forth. Quiet reigned until 04-00 hours of the 7th
when about seventy shots were fired in the vicinity of the Post and
shortly afterwards Sararogha Khassadar Post was seen to be in flames.
Dawn of the 7th came and revealed about six hundred lashkarwals
holding the ridges all round the Post.
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Two strong chighas were sent out to search the neighbouring
nullahs and feel the situation generally. They were not fired on,
but the lashkarwals shouted to them that if a certain British Officer
and a certain Indian Officer, whom they named, were handed over
to them the rest would be allowed to go in peace. From this it
appeared that the leaders Sadde Khan, Ramzan and Gulin had given
out to their followers that the Scouts would be willing to hand over
the Post to them—such was the effect of the Congress propaganda-
It was thought therefore that the sooner their minds were disabused
of this idea the better, and that they should learn at once what was
the attitude of the Scouts. To this end, when shortly afterwards a
mullah was observed haranguing a party of some sixty lashkarwals
in the open eight hundred yards away, a machinegun was turned
on to them and several, including the mullah, who spun round like
a top when hit, were seen to drop. The remainder took to their

heels and cover. By this time, from all reports, two to three
thousand lashkarwals had collected round the Fort.

During the day Sultan, Shamirai, whoge village on the left bank
of the Takkizam was threatened by the lashkar, went to Gulin, one of
the leaders, and entreated him to dissuade the lashkarwals from attack-
ing his village. Gulin swore on a Quran, which he had in front of him,
that, if the Scouts did not surrender in two days, he would show the
world how the Mahsuds could storm and capture a British Post. He
concluded, his congress lesson well read, that the people of Waziristan
had been disgraced before Datta Khel (where the Tochi Scouts had
held out against and inflicted severe casualties on a Wazir lashkar)

and that here was the opportunity of removing the blot from their
fair name.

The problem now arose as to the attitude to bhe adopted with
regard to Mahsuds in general. The fact of the Sararogha Khassadar
Post having been burnt the previous night gave food for thought.
On the other hand definite evidence of loyalty on the part of certain
of the Khassadars was forthcoming, one particular case being a spirited
little encounter in which a Naik shot down a Wazir and slightly
wounded Ramzan, and was in turn himself wounded. There was also
a number of influential Mahsuds who were pro-Sirkar and evinced
every desire to help. These had a certain following, and it was decided
to utilize their services. They were consequently distributed in
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certain points of vantage. Ten selected men together with a
Khassadar Subedar and one Prang, an aforetime famous raider,
whose name had been a by-word, but was now a stout ally,
were directed to occupy the school building, North-West of the
Post. Shah Bahram, the Malik of a village immediately opposite
Sararogha Post across the Takkizam, elected to hold his village against
all comers. In view of the fact that this village to a certain extent
overlooked the Post at one thousand yards range, its importance
may be estimated. Sapri Piquet, just upstream of Shah Bahram’s
village, on the left bank of the Takkizam, was strengthened by addi-
tional Shamirai Khassadars. The caves and huts four hundred
yards North of the Post were to be held by Shamirais, the women and

children being evacuated.

During the afternoon the Royal Air Force carried out bombing
with apparently good effect. At 17-45 hours firing broke out at Sapri
Piquet and the garrison were seen running back to the village North
of the Post. It was obvious that the lashkar was creeping in.

Dusk of this the second night came without further incident.
During the night chigha dhols were beating in every direction augur-
ing an increase in strength of the lashkars. The lashkarwals confined
themselves to the destruction of khassadar posts between Sararogha
and Ahnai. A few shots were exchanged at each of these posts before
the post was evacuated and set on fire by the lashkarwals. A hali-
hearted attempt was made to capture Langar Khel Piquet but came
to nothing, and an attack was made on Shah Bahram’s village but
was beaten off.

At 04-00 hours a noise was heard at the pumping station in the
garden below and four hundred yards to the East of the Fort. The
pumping station consisted of an electric pump installed in a square
stone house with an iron door, the whole encircled by a barbed wire
fence through which was threaded an electrified wire. The Mahsuds
apparently proceeded to smash the lock of the door and flames were
geen issuing from the doorway. Fire was opened on the Pumping
Station, the effect of which, though it could not be ascertained, un-
doubtedly surprised them and caused them to decamp. It was sub-
sequently found that cotton waste had been lighted under one of the
pumps, but very little damage had resulted,. The fact that they
had not laid hands on the pumping machinery may possibly be
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attributed to one of them having received a shock from the electrified

wire, and in consequence strongly distrusting the glittering copper
pipes, etc., of the pumps.

The night was memorable for the number of cipher messages

that came in over the wireless, Tt appeared to be a golden oppor-

tunity for anyone in possession of the cipher to have some practice in
its use. One particularly long message contained the latest news
from Sararogha, while another sent congratulations in cipher.

With the dawn of the 8th came parties of khassadars, whose posts
had been burnt. They joined the friendly Mahsuds who were in the
School. A small party of Mahsuds was seen sitting near the aerodrome
about four hundred yards from the Post, but so close together and 80
openly that they appeared to be friendlies afraid of approaching the
Post. To verify this the Assistant Political Agent sent out a khas-
sadar Duffadar with four men to tell them that if they were friendlies
they were asking to be fired on sitting about as they were. The
Duffader sent back word that they were lashkarwals. Meanwhile,
however, they had disappeared into a small algad to the West of the

raghza. They appeared again at a range of seven hundred yards,
when a machine gun was turned on them, and dropped one dead in

the open and another in the bushes, which somewhat h

astened
the retreat of the remainder,

Soon after a pretty hurst of machine
gun fire dispersed a gathering in front of the caves. The gunner had
the satisfaction of observing one of his casualties hu

mping down the
steep hillside like a bhoosa bale.

The first flight of aeroplanes came over shortly after this
and started bombing. This continued throughout the day, and
made things very unpleasant for the lashkarwals who were forced
to remain within their caves, Whenever they came out for a breath
of fresh air, they were machine gunned from the Fort,

During the morning a report was received from Langar Khel
piquet that they were very fit but would like some snuff and Very

lights. These the Assistant Political Agent’s orderly contrived to
get through to them.

At about midday information was received that Sadde Khan
was bringing up his gun. This was supposed to be of the gas pipe
variety, but was nevertheless going to strike terror into the hearts of
the Scouts. For a cannon reputed to have been made in Kanigurum,
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it turned out to be a very good piece of work. It was in fact a three
piece Screw Gun with well bored rifling and, strangest of all, metric
thread. Provided with a steel trail and A. T. cart wheels it made a
load for three camels. The shell, weighing 9 1bs., was of turned mild
steel, and provided with a copper driving band.

Exaggerated reports as to the strength of the lashkar began to
come in. One report stated that there were no less than twenty
thousand armed men round Sararogha. Probably there were
between four and five thousand men of whom only a half would

be armed.

The garrison was warned to be prepared for an attack on the post
that night. A sketch map of the Fort was handed in to the Assistant
Political Agent, showing the frontages which had been allotted for the
attack to the various sections of the Mahsuds and Wazirs in the Congress
lashkar. The signal for the attack was to be the first round fired
from the gun. The attack had been well organized, and fire and
movement were an essential feature of the plan. The unarmed were
to create the impression of large numbers, and to bring ropes
and nets in which to carry off the loot.

During the evening, a Congress standard was planted on the
Northern end of the raghza about six hundred yards from the Post.

The lashkarwals, however, remained under cover.
Later, in the evening, an N. C. O. reported that two camels had

arrived near Sapri piquet ; and he had seen some men carrying a thing
that looked like a bit of telegraph pole to a point in that vicinity,
approximately one thousand yards from and overlooking the Fort.
Closer observation revealed men digging and it was concluded that
they were getting the gun into position. In any case they offered a
good target, and a machine gun was turned on, scattering them.

At 22:00 hours Prang was sent out to find the new position
of the gun. Sadde Khan saw him and warned him to keep away or
there would be trouble. Prang, giving an impudent reply, returned
with the required information as to the gun position. Machine gun
and rifle fire was then opened on it. This completely upset the plan of
the hostiles, who were still awaiting reinforcements, and ruined their
hopes of effecting a surprise attack. Shortly after this the gun opened
fire and the hostiles in their disappointment hegan heavy rifle fire
-against the Fort.
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The laskharwals had evidently been given the impression by the
propagandists that they were suffering all their casualties ab ?he
hands of the British Officers who were personally firing the machine
guns. An opportunity was therefore sought to make the true state
of affairs clear to them. A hostile was allowed to approach the Fort,
and when within shouting distance he called out * Oh No. 1 Sentry,
kill the Sahibs, throw open the gates and come and join us.” On
this an Indian Officer, ordered a rifle section to fire on him and shouted
“ That is your reply adding some well chosen remarks on the subject

of Mahsuds and the Congress in general. After this there was no more
shouting,

Three more rounds were fired from the gun at roughly half hour
intervals. All these went high over the Fort, During the whole

of this time fairly heavy firing was directed against the Fort by the

lashkarwals, but no attack was made. A burst of machine gun fire

from the Fort after the third round from the gun, was followed by
groans and shouts from the gun position and the casualties inflicted
seemed to damp the spirits of the attackers who gradually withdrew.

The firing of the first round from the gun had a peculiar effect
on two people in the Fort. The Sub-Assistant Surgeon left his hospital
and went up to the Post Commander with g pistol in his hand, and
asked if he might take his place on the “battlements.” The other
person affected was the Mess Moharrir, but in a very different way—

his excuse was that he had drunk too much tea during the evening,
but he will never live it down !

This night a half hearted attack was made on I

angar Khel piquet,
but was beaten off with loss,

On the morning of the 9th there were
still enemy in the vicinity of the Post, and the morning patrol round

the Fort was heavily fired on and had to withdraw but got out again

as soon as the planes arrived. The aeroplanes again carried out
bombing throughout the day, and got a

good target in a party of
lashkarwals and inflicted severe loss.

During the morning Sadde Khan’s gun opened fire from a cave
sixteen hundred yards distant from the Post. The extreme range
of the gun was about one thousand yards and the shells were conse-
quently falling about six hundred yards short. The cave area was
subjected to heavy bombing by the planes and machine gunning from
the Post, which must have made the position uncomfortable. Only a
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few rounds were fired from the gun and it was afterwards ascertained
that the breech block had been blown through the stomach of the
gunner causing both gun and gunner to be of little further use.

During the evening information was received from the Political
authorities that the real attack on Sararogha was to take place
that night. The effort on the previous night was merely a demonstra-
tion. The lashkarwals were determined to capture the Fort, even if
they had to climb over their own dead to doit. A second Port Arthur
attack was to be expected.

Other reports were to the effect that the lashkar was dispersing
as there had been a disruption between the leaders. This report
proved to be correct, and the night of the 9th passed without inci-
dent. With dawn on the 10th chighas were sent out to search the
neighbouring nullahs, which they reported free of enemy on their
return.

It now became necessary to clear the local situation and a strong
gasht under two British Officers piquetted their way down to Ahnai
Post, five miles South of Sararogha Post, and returned without inci-
dent. A reconnaisance gasht from Jandola moved up past Kotkai
to within four miles of Ahnai to find a considerable number of the
lashkarwals in parties of fifty or sixty strong on the hills around,
but in effect blocking the road to Ahnai. The Post there had been
fired on on the night of the 7th/8th but no serious attempt had been
made to capture it. The only evidence of the Congress lashkar’s
visit was a certain number of bent telegraph poles, and a lot of useless
telegraph wire lying on the road. On the 11th a strong gasht in
lorries, came right through from Jandola to Sararogha and got back
without a shot being fired at it.

During the course of the next three days, patrols were sent out-
North and South of Sararogha, but no opposition was met with.
The Congress lashkar had dispersed.

Now remained to the Political authorities the task of rewarding
the “ good boys *” and punishing the bad. From the accurate informa-
tion received it was known which sections and sub-sections were
involved. The failure of the siege had a great political effect on the
Mahsuds, who realised that the Congress theory of the Scouts joining
with them had been a lie, and they were up against a garrison staunch
and loyal to the Sirkar whose salt they ate. The final of the
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Congress effort in Waziristan ended a little later in J uly when' the
Razmak Column and detachments of the Tochi and South Waziristan
Scouts proceeded to Ladha, the home of Sadde Khan and Ramzan.
Here, after a few minor engagements resulting in casualties on both

: ? ¢ sy ith
sides, all except the irreconcilables came in and made their peace W1 ;
Government,
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF MACHINE GUNS IN THE BRITISH
ARMY DURING THE GREAT WAR.

By
Capraiy D. N. WiMBERLEY, M. C.,
The Queen’s Ouwn Cameron Highlanders.

Military thought has sometimes been criticized in the past by
Service writers as resembling the swinging of a pendulum: if the
history of our Machine Gun organization and tactical training in the
last fifteen to twenty years is studied, there will certainly be ‘ound
support for such a simile. It is proposed here to trace what have
been the generally accepted methods of handling Machine Guns in the
British Army during this period and, where possible, to account for the
changes in organization and tactics which have arisen from time to
time. In our survey, examples will be taken from the Western Front
of the Great War, partly because this was the main theatre, but
- mainly because it was the theatre where the writer happened to have
served.

From the earliest days of the Machine Gun the question which
exercised tactical thinkers in the various European Armies was to
decide whether this weapon was to be regarded as an Artillery weapon,
as a purely Infantry weapon, or as a support weapon having special
characteristics and thereby best served by specialist personnel of its
own. As a purely Artillery weapon, the Machine Gun went out of
favour as long ago as before the Russo-J apanese War, but as late as.
1911 we find Sir Douglas Haig ordering in a collective training treatise
that *The practice of employing an Artillery officer as Brigade
Machine Gun Officer is unsound ; he may only be employed to assist.’”
The controversy as to whecher the Machine Gun should or should

not remain as a weapon to be handled inside an Infantry Battalion
continued, as we shall see, for many years.

The opening of the Great War found the B. . F. Infantry organiz-
ed with two Machine Guns per Battalion. The gun was used as a
purely infantry weapon and the tactical teaching had for some time
resembled in some respects that of the present day, as may be seen
from the following extracts from pre-war training manuals.
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Machine Guns will cover the advance of the firing line by
engaging the enemy from positions in close support of it.........-
positions on a flank of the attacking Battalions or on commanding
ground will be selected.

It will be advisable to keep Machine Guns with the battalions
which are first extended, while those of reserve battalions are
placed under the command of the Brigade Machine Gun Officer.

Overhead direct fire was a recognized method of shooting. In-
direct fire was more talked of than used, though as early as 1909
Captain R. V. K. Applin in his book ‘‘ Machine Gun Tactics ~* des-
cribed in detail how this could be carried out.

By the end of 1914 the Machine Gun had proved itself as the weapon
in defence, thereby merely confirming a reputation already earned in
the eyes of observers as far back as the Russo-Japanese War. In the
attack, its virtues were not so apparent. With but two guns in a
battalion, the bold handling rather advocated could hardly be afforded.
Indeed, this policy of bold handling became near to a form of suicide
when it entailed carrying heavy guns and tripods across a no man’s
land between trenches, completely lacking any form of covered ap-
proach, close behind the leading infantry attacking wave. Infantry
battalion Machine Gun detachments at this time became frequently
known as the “ Suicide Club,” a dubisus honour which they later
passed on to the infantry bombers ! The lack of knowledge of Machine
Gunnery possessed by most infantry officers in 1915 was very marked ;
the Machine Gun Officer was a complete specialist and in most cases
he was given a free hand as to how he used his guns. As is usually
the case with new weapons, there were various schools of thought
a8 to the best use for the guns and battalions relieving each other in
the trenches seldom seemed to occupy the same defensive positions, thus

each detachment laboriously preparved fresh emplacements.

Throughout 1915, Machine Guns, now increased to four, were
usually used, in defence, singly in the front or support lines to fire
in enfilade. In attack they endeavoured to keep down enemy fire
by sweeping his front line parapet from the flanks of our own attack-
ing infantry, and made their way forward as consolidating guns once
our infantry had established themselves in the enemy’s forward
trenches. Overhead fire was not very commonly used, this being

Jargely due to the lack of training of the personnel then serving in most
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detachments. It must be remembered in this respect that very few in-
fantry reservists at that time were trained Machine Gunners, and
owing to the heavy casualties of 1914-1915, Reserve Battalions at
home had the greatest difficulty in keeping their active battalions
supplied with even partially trained personnel. For instance, when the
writer found himself appointed Machine Gun Officer of a Regular
Battalion a week after joining for the first time in France, the bulk of
his section consisted of men of a new draft who had also just arrived
overseas after but a few weeks Machine Gun training in the Reserve
Battalion.

It was the impossibility of maintaining trained reinforcements
which was the main reason for the forming of the new Machine Gun
Corps which was raised at Grantham in the Winter of 1915-1916. In
France the forming of the Corps was a very gradual business. Infantry
Machine Gun detachments at this period generally numbered over
fifty men for the four guns. This number was necessary to provide
relief gun teams, as the policy in many Infantry Brigades was now
to keep the bulk of all units Machine Guns permanently in the trenches
50 long as the Brigade in question held a part of the line. Thus Machine
Gunners were becoming accustomed to finding themselves supporting
battalions other than their own. The next stage was for the resting
Machine Gun teams of the various battalions to live together in billets,
and from this, Machine Gun companies, composed of the four battalion
sections, were gradually formed, though in some divisions each unit
section retained its own uniform right up to the Somme in July, 1916.

The Winter 1915-1916 saw also the arrival of the Lewis Gun in
France, and this, combined with the new Machine Gun organization,
was responsible for great changes in the tactical handling of the latter
weapon. Emphasis was now laid on the sustained fire power possible
with the Machine Gun, and by the time of the Somme it became the
exception to find these weapons sited amongst the foremost infantry.
Great attention was now paid to long fields of fire, but guns were still
normally sited singly. With a more highly trained personnel, over-
head and indirect fire became more generally used in the new 16 gun
Companies. This showed itself in the practise of night harassing fire
in defence, and in longer range overhead fire in attack. In the Somme
battles Machine Guns no longer accompanied leading attacking waves.
Instead, seizing their opportunity to pass through the hostile bar-
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rage, they moved forward as consolidating guns to predetermined posi-
tions. Similarly, in defence, the old haphazard system whereby each
Battalion Commander, or even Machine Gun Officer, moved the position-
of guns at each relief into a trench system, gave way to a more central-
ized system whereby the Brigade Commander decided the permanent
emplacement for all the Machine Guns in the sector. These positions,
as soon as time permitted, were supplied with covered over loopholed
emplacements built of steel rails and concrete.

At Grantham, a veritable hive of Machine Gunnery had sprung
up. By the late Summer of 1916, the new Divisions in France had all
been supplied with Brigade Machine Gun Companies and still the
demand was for more Machine Guns. Tt was decided that every
Division should be given a new fourth Divisional Machine Gun
Company . thus bringing the total number of guns in the Division
up to 64.

Unfortunately there were no infantry undergoing training near
the Machine Gun Training Centre, and as a result the new Machine Gun
Companies never had an opportunity of working with infantry until
they arrived in France. Six months were allowed a Company Com-
mander to turn his 200 odd raw Derby recruits and newly commission-
ed officers, all of whom incidentally reported to him practically on the
same day, into a unit fit for active service. As can be imagined, under
these conditions, the tactical training of all ranks was exceedingly
sketchy. But if the tactical training was lacking, the standard of fire
direction attained in the new Companies was probably higher than it
had been since 1914. The Machine Gun Corps seemed to attract
mathematicians, advice was eagerly sought from the Royal Artillery,
and at all the Grantham courses interesting new methods of indirect
fire were being dunned into willing ears, while the Grantham trades-

men did good trade in innumerable gadgets advertised as aids to
Machine Gun indirect fire.

That the Machine Gun was not an infantry weapon was now the:
lesson brought out in every course at the Training Centre in 1917.
“ Machine Guns form the connecting link between the inantry on the
one hand and the trench mortars and field guns on the other,” said an
official G. H. Q. publication of the time, and it continued later < The:
Machine Gun is recognised, as indeed it must be, as an intermediate
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‘weapon with tactics of its own, which are neither those of the infantry
nor artillery. They are employed apart from the infantry.” No
longer an infantry weapon, the Machine Gun was now generally re-
garded as a support weapon with special characteristics of its own.

By the Summer of 1917 many changes were noticeable. With
the arrival of more guns, it had become customary to site guns in
pairs in defence, the whole Divisional Machine Gun plan of the sector
being co-ordinated, and frequently nearly every pair of guns being
actually sited by a Divisional Headquarter Officer termed the Divisional
Machine Gun Officer. Guns, though still generally sited for direct
enfilade fire covering the so-called  Battle Zone ’ of trenches, had a
invariable secondary task of overhead fire, direct or indirect, in answer
to a 8. O. 8. call when put up by the foremost infantry. Long night
harassing fire programmes were now the normal routine. In the
attacks on July 31st near Ypres and on the 20th November at Cambrai,
while a proportion of Machine Guns were still used as consolidating
guns, the bulk of them were now used as supporting weapons to give
Machine Gun Barrage Fire,

Equipped with “T ” bases to ensure steadiness of platform,
and with officers informed by the Artillery of the meteorological
variation of the day, they employed indirect fire over the heads
of the advancing infantry, working to a rigid timed programme.
As the advance continued, fresh Machine Gun batteries usually
eight guns together, came into action in predetermined positions,
-and by means of previously worked out calculations off an accurate
1/20,000 map, they continued the same type of fire to a con-
siderable depth. Similarly, when the infantry were ordered to
.consolidate a position, these Machine Gun batteries were at once laid
on S. 0. 8. lines and on the signal that a counterattack was develop-
ing they fired belt after belt of blind indirect fire. Had statistics
been obtainable at say this Third Battle of Ypres, it would probably
have been found that it took several belts of this type of shooting to
inflict a single casualty ! It must be remembered, however, that
at this period of the war the Artillery on both sides were carrying out
exactly the same type of semi-blind barrage shooting, and there were
undoubtedly occasions when & Machine Gun barrage of this nature and
the advancing enemy did meet in the same area when very heavy
-casualties were inflicted. Incidentally this fighting at Passchendale

4
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was the cause of some curious departures from accepted methods for
carrying out indirect fire. By our text books at the time it was laid
down that Machine Guns were to be sited for this type of shooting ab
regular intervals of about ten yards apart. Cover from shells, how-
ever, in that battle was the first essential, and any remnant of a cap-
tured concrete pill box still standing was eagerly sought for by infantry
and machine gunners alike. Near the river Steenbeek, in the writer’s
Company, for the battle of the 20th September, 1917, four Machine
Gun teams crouched under the shelter of one such battered concrete
remnant. This, in its complete state, was probably not more than.
fifteen feet square. One gun was tucked into position against each
side wall, a third was dug into the mud against the front, while the
fourth, built up, fired over the top of what was left of the roof.

The collapse of Russia in the winter of 1917-1918 meant almos?
the certainty of a big German offensive in the Spring. Attention in
our Army in this winter was therefore focussed more on defence than
attack. From the French was now copied the “Champagne’ Machine
Gun emplacement and by March, 1918, in many Divisions, this had
become the standard type. Machine Guns were no longer sited in the
trenches themselves, but tunnels were driven forward from the big.
platoon deep dug outs existing in trenches of the battle zone ; these
broke surface some 40 to 50 feet in front of the infantry fire trench
in the form of two square holes. Here, covered by camouflage netting,
two open Machine Guns emplacements for a sub-section (then two guns)
were built, This type of emplacement was slow to build but had great
advantages. The guns being well away from the fire trench were,
provided they remained concealed, less likely to get a direct hit from
a shell. The emplacements being connected with the platoon dug out,
the gun teams and infantry lived together. This undoubtedly assisted-
co-operation, while, when in action, the gunners had the comforting
thought that the infantry were close at hand. Unfortunately, how-
ever, the enthusiasm of certain Machine Gun technical experts had
led them into developing a rival theory for the siting of Machine
Guns in defence. So interested in indirect fire had some of these
enthusiasts become, that to those that disagreed with them, it appear ed
as if they preferred to kill the enemy by elaborately calculated indirect-
fire rather than by using the simpler method of open sights. They
forgot: that it was for the latter simpler and quicker method that
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the gun was designed. Followers of this school sited their guns in
defence in batteries of four or even eight guns for indirect fire, some-
times even regardless of whether good fields of direct fire were obtain-
able from the position chosen. Linked by an elaborate telephone
system to the Divisional Machine Gun Officer’s battle post, and sur-
rounded by diagrams showing alternative barrages in different colours
depicting a “No Man’s Land ” covered with interlocking zones of
fire, they awaited the German attack. In justice, however, to the
above somewhat scathing indictment, it must be stated that there was
another good reason for the grouping of guns in such large numbers.
The reason was undoubtedly partly for the sake of morale. This
factor of morale is important, as it is one apt to be lost sight of in
peace time when all soldiers are expected, when ordered, to fight to
the end. In 1918, the type of officer or man was not that of “ The
First Hundred Thousand,” nor had they the discipline of the Regular
Army. It had been found on certain occasions that very small parties
of Machine Gunners in isolated positions away from the infantry could
not always be relied upon to continue firing just when they were most
required. The grouping of guns gave the comfort of added numbers,
and ensured the presence of at least two officers.

While the changes in tactical handling, just described, were taking
place, there was also a great change in organization. At different
dates during the first half of 1918 the four Machine Gun Companies
in each Division were re-organized into a Machine Gun Battalion.
There were many good reasons for the change at the time :—-

() Machine Gun Companies were quite independent units, the
Divisional Machine Gun Officer being more or less a staff
officer. Thus in a small way the Commanding Officer had
a8 much responsibility as the Commander of an infantry
battalion. There were, however, in France at this time
nearly two hundred Machine Gun Companies and the supply
of efficient young company commanders capable of taking
the responsibility of an independent command had begun
to give out. Many companies, reflecting the inexperience
of their commanders, had become slack and inefficient.

(6) At about this time infantry battalions in the Division had
been reduced from sixteen to twelve battalions and in every
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Division there was thus at least one good Commanding
Officer unemployed.

(¢) Machine Gun Companies were wasteful in Headquarter and

administrative personnel, and the man power question was
beginning to hecome acute.

(@) The new organization made the Machine Gun fire power

available more flexible. Companies were no longer tied to
Infantry Brigades.

(€) True or false, rumour at the time had it that certain of the
Machine Grun hierarchy were not adverse to a new organiza-
tion which greatly increased the number of Lieut.-Colonels
in the Corps. However, if the above were some of the
advantages there were great disadvantages to the new
organization. The battalions were unwieldy and cumber-
some to a degree. Consisting, as they did, of 64 guns, and
no less than some 50 British Officers, they had to operate
over a whole Divisional frontage. Difficult enough in
defence, this was an almost impossible tagk in the attack.
For trench warfare it managed to function, but it divorced
still more the Machine Gunner and the infantryman by
breaking the Brigade link. The best that can be said of the
Machine Gun Battalions was that they were probably &
necessary evil of the time. Concurrently with the decision
for Machine Gun Battalions, and following on logically
with the teaching that the Machine Gun was an intermediate
specialist arm with tactics of its own, came the appointing
of Machine Gun advisers to the higher stafis, Thus Corps

and Army Machine Gun Office:s took their place in these
formations.

On the 21st March the great German attack began. The weakness
of the baftery system of indirect fire became at once apparent. The
elaborate system of telephone wires, when laid, were mainly cut, the
enemy penetrated with apparent ease at various points in the dawn
mist and turned inwards to pinch out the intervening ground. The
batteries of Machine Guns which had been conscientiously firing on to
a portion of No Man’s Land on which, as often as not, the Gtermans
had not advanced, found themselves presented as a massed target
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taken from a flank on which they had almost no direct field of fire.
Meanwhile, the personnel of those Machine Guns more wisely sited for
a long wide direct field of fire, were obtaining the targets of their dreams.
With the advent of more open warfare, the question of the supply
of food and ammunition under the new organization became even
more difficult. Except under the loosest possible form of decentra-
lization, no easy matter with the establishments now laid down, it was
difficult to carry on at all. It was now, as far as possible, the Divisional
Artillery organization rather than Artillery fire tactics that all tried to
follow. As usual, the pendulum swung rapidly. From April,
1918, onwards stress was again laid on the necessity of a good direct
field of fire before everything else, less emphasis was laid on close
liaison with the Artillery and more on keeping the closest touch with
the Infantry.

With the end of the Great War came the end of the Machine Gun
Corps, though at least one battalion lingered on to do good service in
Ireland as late as 1921. Gone was the elaborate organization, and
once more the Machine Gun found itself a part of the infantry battalion,
though now consisting of eight guns and being increased from a section
toaplatoon. During the next five years, co-operation with the infantry
once more became of the closest. With every year’s training the
tactical handling, always the weakest part in the War, rapidly improved;
fire direction, meanwhile, almost as rapidly deteriorated. In the
opinion of many, the old standard of indirect fire, from want of use,
had become, in many units, largely a lost art. Overhead direct fire
as often practised on schemes could never, in actual fact, have been
carried out. The pendulum had now swung back with a vengeance.

To-day we have back with us the Machine Gun Company, but this
time as a very important part of the battalion. The Machine Gun is
again firmly established not as an infantry weapon but as the infantry
weapon. The most experienced and best brains in the Army are busy
thinking out how best it can be used in the attack. Stress has been
laid on the fact that the Machine Gun is no longer a specialist
weapon. All commanders, we are instructed, must fully understand
its powers and limitations. It was partly in order to drive this very
fact home to Commanding Officers that last year Machine Gun concen-
trations were not held in certain districts in India. The tactical handling
of the Machine Gun requires but tactical common sense, knowledge
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of the weapon’s characteristics, and some practical experience. A
thorough understanding of the fire direction of the weapon, how"
ever, requires considerable study and, better still, attendance at &
course. The Brigadier, the Commanding Officer and his senior office™s
are all perfectly capable of ensuring that the Machine Gun is Pro-
perly handled in the field, but, without actual previous experience
are they equally capable of supervision to ensure a high standard of
Machine Gun fire direction in their units ? How many, having lauda-
bly made it their business to see detachments actually on the Fi.eld
Firing Range, are able to criticize helpfully the type of shooting being
carried out ? If we are to get the most out of the weapon, not only
must the Machine Gun be tactically manoeuvred to the best pOB‘Sible
position and range to give suitable covering fire, but when got there the
fire direction must be of a standard which ensures that the gun employs
the type of fire best suited to the ground and for the particular target
engaged, and then hits this target without delay.

In this lies the main argument for the retention of the Brigade
Machine Gun Officer.
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JOHN JORROCKS, ATRMAN.
HE USE OF AN AEROPLANE FOR HUNTING.
BY
Ligut.-CoLoneL A.V.T. Wakery, M. C., M.F.H.

It is hoped that readers will not imagine from the heading of this
article that the writer is in the habit of following hounds in an aero-
plane. It would indeed be difficult to think of a more unsuitable

method of pursuing the fox or the jackal, and one would probably
.see more of a hunt from a cross-country tractor than from an aeroplane.
This does not mean to say that an aeroplane is of no value to a Master
.of Hounds, and the object of these short notes is to deseribe how the
aeroplane can be used with great advantage to provide good sport
for followers of hounds.

Tt is for reconnaissance work previous to hunting days that the
-aeroplane can be usefully employed. In India we hunt under different
conditions from those that obtain at home. Our hunting days are
shorter, because, in a hot sun, scent does not lie. We have to meet
at daybreak and have only two or three hours available before scent
.disappears entirely. Also many of us are busy men and cannot afford
the time to stay out with hounds all day. The M. F. H. in India is,
therefore, faced with the problem of how to show sport in the
shortest possible time, and he must make sure of finding jackal
almost as soon as he moves off from the meet.

Jackal in India are not exactly ubiquitous, they have their definite
.abodes which must be known to the M.F.H. The area of country
which may have to be traversed in search of jackal is enormous, and
no master can afford to hack with his field miles to covert as is done
at home. He must meet close to his coverts, and those coverts must
hold jackal. The present writer remembers explaining this to some
lady members of his field sometime ago, and saying that he used an
aeroplane for finding jackal. The reply was,  Gracious, I did not
think you could see a jackal from an aeroplane.” Quite, one cannot
see that elusive animal, but one can see where he lives, and, having
spotted the covert from an aeroplane, it is a simple matter to visit it
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with hounds. Tt may be argued that all this can be done more efficiently
and more pleasantly by ground reconnaissance on horseback.
It can certainly be done more pleasantly by that means, but not more
efficiently. In many hunting countries in India the chief coverts
in which jackal are found consist of sugar-cane crops. The cultivators
sow very large areas of this crop as it is a valuable one. It grows about
eight or ten feet high and is quite easily seen from the air. The cutting
of the crop begins in October and lasts until J anuary.

The result is that the Masters’ coverts are continually changing,
both in location and in size. At the beginning of the season many
coverts are so big that it would be quite hopeless to bring hounds to
them. No pack could ever get a jackal to leave them. In January the
same covert may be so small that it will not hold jackal. Between
these two extremes there is infinite variation. An M. F. H. must
keep abreast of the situation in order that he may know at any time
where to go to find jackal with a reasonable prospect of getting a hunt
in open country. He must also know at any time where not to g0,

and where his hounds would be likely to spend hours in heavy cover
without the possibility of a run.

No master has sufficient horses available to do on the ground the

continuous reconnaissance which this entails and it is here that an:
aeroplane is so extremely valuable.

One can fly over the whole of an average hunting country in @
couple of hours in an aeroplane, and one can mark up on the map the
location of the various coverts. The most likely ones, and those only,
can then be visited on horseback on subsequent mornings. The pro-
cedure which the writer adopts and which works excellently is :—

(1) to fly over the whole country twice or three times ab
the beginning of the season and to mark on the map the
approximate position and the size of every patch of
sugar-cane ;

After a little experience this is much easier to do than it seems.

(2) to fly over the country once a fortnight during theseason
to note how the cutting of the cane is proceeding, t0
fix suitable meets for the next fixture card and to settle
the draw for each meet ;

(3) to make occasional flights as may be convenient for
the purpose of settling doubtful points.
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It is clearly impossible to find out from the air whether jackal
are inhabiting any particular coverts, or to find out where their earths.
are. This can be done subsequently on horseback, the advantage
of previous air reconnaissance being that the exact location of the
coverts to be visited is known and time and horseflesh are not wasted
in, possibly, fruitless searches over wide areas for the coverts. Air
reconnaissance also saves one the trouble of visiting very large
coverts which it would obviously useless to draw with hounds.

The procedure outlined above would seem entraordinary to a
Master of Hounds in England. His coverts, however, are fixed and
do not alter. Tt is when the whole basis of the Master’s draw is.
continually in a state of flux that regular air reconnaissance is of such

value and saves so much time.

It is now proposed to give instances of the direct advantages
of air reconnaissance for hunting purposes. In the Delhi country
at the beginning of the current season it was clearly evident from
air reconnaissance that there were four areas into which it would
be hopeless to take hounds. These particular areas at the end of the
previous season had been our happy hunting grounds and many
good hunts had been enjoyed in them. The writer received many
enquiries as to why we never went to these places this season. They
were left severely alone till January. and when the cane was cut

they again gave excellent sport.

It is a bold statement to make that air reconnaissance can be of
assistance to a Master actually in casting hounds during a hunt,
yet it is true. In one instance this season the writer had a trace of
jackal in front of hounds. They divided at a certain point and it was
a question which one would be pursued. Qne ran apparently
into very open country and the other into apparently close country.
The latter was chosen and a fine hunt resulted. The reason was that
just beyond the open country which was on high ground was a huge
sugar-cane covert several hundreds of acres in extent into which the
jackal was going and into which hounds would have at once run and
stayed for several hours. This large covert though never visited
on the ground had been seen from an aeroplane. It later on in its
turn produced a good hunt when it had assumed manageable
dimensions. On another occasion the meet was on a certain roa‘d..
and it had been decided some ten days previously to draw north of
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‘the road, but the day before the meet there was some doubt whether
“this would do. On account of horse influenza no horse was avail-
-able for reconnaissance, and it was thought that enough could be
seen from the road in a car. A suitable sugar-cane patch was noted,
but on the way home we met a zamindar. He expressed surprise
when he was told where we were going to draw, saying that we would
mever find. It was then too late to do anything but take a quick
flipin an aeroplane. The patch of cane was then seen to be only five
yards wide. A strip half a mile long was visible from the road, but
it had no depth and would not have held any jackal. The pilot
was then asked to fly over the area south of the road, and an excellent
patch of cane was seen. It was well sheltered by trees and a more
suitable place for jackal could not be imagined. Hounds drew it next
morning and ran eight miles, killing their jackal handsomely.
On another day the meet had been fixed some days previously on the
agsumption that normal cutting of the sugar-cane would proceed
and that the area would be open. Hearing that there had been
three weddings in the village and that no cane had been cut for a week
the writer went up in the air tosee. The place was still a mass of sugar-
caneand quite hopeless. The meet was therefore changed and hounds
brought off a great hunt.

These are typical instances of the value of air reconnaissance
‘for hunting purposes. It should be noted also that this sort of close re-
‘connaissance from an aeroplane is extremely valuable military training.
It gives one the eye of a hawk for anything and everything on the
-ground. It teaches one to read a map rapidly and accurately since
the reconnaissance is worthless without quick and good map-reading.
‘One learns the country by this means in a way that is impossible other-
wise on account of the enormous areas to be covered. The whole
-country lies like an open book before one, and it is a fascinating ocou-
-pation to work out from an aeroplane where hounds have run in previous
hunts and the reason why. The changing conditions of coverts may
be peculiar to India, but any M. F. H. taking over a new country
at home could not have a better means than the aeroplane for
‘learning it and the likely runs of his foxes.

What would our old friend John Jorrocks have thought of this
-ultra-modern aid to killing foxes. He would surely have welcomed
it if it assisted him to kill foxes, but it is doubtful whether he would
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‘have forsaken his trusty friend Arterxersesforit. He would certainly
have had some caustic remarks to make if he had been compelled
to don a parachute, and indeed a special make of that uncomfortable
.article would have had to be provided to take an M. F. H. of his pro-
portions. As the worthy Master would have said ““ A fall’s an hawful

“thing.”
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THE IRISH REGIMENTS IN THE SERVICE OF
FRANCE.

The Irish Brigade.

1689-1791.

On the 10th of August 1791 the historic Irish Brigade of the:
French Army, which had served it for just 101 years, taking part
during that period in 89 major battles, sieges, and naval engagements-
in Europe, the French Colonial possessions, and in India, ceased to exist
as such, and became the 107th Regiment of the French Line, though
retaining the name “ Dillon’s I’Irlandais.”

This measure of the National Assembly, then the governing
body of France, has been cited as an example of the ingratitude of the
nascent Republic to a body of soldiers who had served the nation
long, well, and faithfully. The accusation is without any real founda-
tion, for in hard fact, the decision was forced upon the Assembly by
the action of the officers of the Brigade. It was well known that
their sympathies lay with the fallen monarchy, which, from the point
of view of mercenaries, as these men really were, was an illogical
attitude. Their duty lay with the nation that paid them, and not

with the monarchy which had discredited itself, and been set aside
by that nation.

This question of the nationality of the officers and men of the
Irish Brigade had occasionally been an awkward one for the British,
when some of these men became their prisoners of war. For instance,
when Lally’s regiment (a battalion of Dillon’s) surrendered to the
English at Pondicheri in January 1761, it was ascertained that quite
a number of the officers were native born Irishmen, who had never
renounced their nationality, and as such were liable to be shot a8
traitors to the English Government. However the question was
eventually settled by treating the native born and the French-born
Irish alike, and in order to save complications after the war all were
repatriated to France.

But, long before 1791, with the exception of officers, native born

Irishmen had become exceedingly scarce in the Irish brigade, nor was-
there a great proportion of the descendants of the original soldiers,.
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who had crossed over in 1689. About one-half of the officers were
Irish born, the remainder, though Irish by name, being practically
Frenchmen of a descent of three generations. Lecky, writing of the
Irish Brigade, remarks in this connection: * The severe laws passed
by the Irish Parliament against those who enlisted under the French
flag, coupled with the relaxation of the Catholic penal laws, which
permitted Catholic soldiers to join the ranks of the British Army for
the first time since 1688, had long checked the tide of such emigration
to France, and the Irish element amongst the soldiers was reduced to
very small proportions, and those mostly French-born. But the
officers were still Irish, or of Irish origin, and to a large extent be-
longed, or had belonged, to distinguished Irish families.” This
statement is corroborated from the memoirs of Count O’Connell, the
Jast Colonel of the Irish Brigade, who, in a letter dated August 1770,
remarked that the recruiting prospects of the Brigade were at last
excellent, it having been assigned a special district in French Flanders
from which to draw its recruits. Another source is indicated in a
letter of June 1779, in which the Colonel mentions having received a
large draft of English recruits from the prisons whom he characterises
as “ the most wicked Dogs that ever trod the decks of a Privateer.”

The ultimate fate of the Irish Brigade, as well as that of the other
foreign regiments in the service of France, which comprised Swedes,
Italians, Germans, Catalonians, and Swiss, was long and acrimoniously
debated in the Assembly ; some of the members being for a total
abolition, whilst others were contented with a drastic change of con-
stitution. The latter counsel prevailed, so that, in July 1791, the
Irish Brigade was ordered to discard the distinctive red uniform it
Lad worn since its formation, and the banner which distinguished it
from the other regiments of the French Army.

This banner consisted of a Crowned Staff, to which was attached
a flag divided info four quarters of red and green silk, quartered diago-
nally, in each of which was embroidered a golden crown. Over these
squares Was a Red Cross outlined in white, extending the length and
breadth of the flag, in the centre of which was embroidered an Irish
Harp and Crown in gold, beneath which was the motto “ In Hoc Signo
Vincis.”” Beneath this, again, was the name of the regiment, such as
Dillon, Clare, Berwick, or Walsh. For the old uniform and this
banner, were to be substituted the ordinary dress of the French
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line and a tricoloured flag bearing the words ‘ Discipline and Valour,"‘
in French—a motto ever since borne by the foreign regiments of
France, with the exception of the short-lived Irish Legion, here-
after to be chronicled.

Some of the officers declined to accept these stipulations, an‘d
deserted to the Emigres. Others remained on in the service, and it
was thought that they would accept the change without further demur,
until, on the 7th of August, 1791, Colonel MacCarthy, a French-born-
Irishman commanding the Regiment of Berwick, marched it from
Givet on the frontier to join the Germans at Coblentz. This definitely
settled the fate, not only of the Irish Brigade, but of the other foreign
regiments in the service of France. On the 10th of August, 1791, the
very day of the assault on the Tuileries and the annihilation of the
Swiss Guards by the mob, the fiat went forth for the abolition of all
foreign regiments, and the Irish Brigade became a four—battalion
regiment of the French line.

Apparently, the services of Berwick’s Regiment were not
appreciated by the Germans, for it ceased to exist in 1792. What
became of the officers for the next few years is not apparent, though
in 1794 a number of them, including MacCarthy himself, were gazetted
to the new Irish Brigade of Catholics, raised in Ireland for the Colonial
service of the English. Colonel MacCarthy became Governor of
Senegal in 1812, and in 1824 was ambushed in an expedition against
the Ashantis, who killed him and a number of others, ate their bodies
and retained their skulls as fetishes, until they were recovered by a
subsequent expedition.

This Irish Brigade of the English, though sanctioned in 1794,
did not really materialise until 1796, and even then, the six battalions.
originally ordered were reduced to three owing to lack of recruits. It
being impossible to retain such units in Ireland on account of the
disturbed state of the country and the suspicions of the English con-
cerning battalions of Irish Catholics, they were despatched to the
Colonial garrisons of the West Indies, Canada, and Nova Scotia. The
climatic toll was so heavy that by 1806 the battalions ceased to exist,
and the officers were placed on the half-pay of the English establish-
ment.,

Of the original Irish Brigade of France, one battalion of Dillon’s
surrendered to the Knglish at San Domingo in September 1793, and a.
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year later were received into the British service, only to be-:
disbanded in October 1798 without seeing any service under its new
employers. Another Dillon’s was raised in 1795, also officered from the
old Trish Brigade and this saw service in Egypt, at the battle of Alex-
andria in 1801. It was broken up in 1812. Still another Dillon’s.
came into existence in 1805, which was numbered the 101st of the
British Line, and later named the Duke of York’s Irish Regiment.
This saw no service, and was disbanded in 1817,

We have thought it necessary to give these details, the result of :
considerable research, in order to clear up the confusion regarding
these numerous regiments of Dillon and to confute the assertion that.
some of the Regiments of the Irish Brigade of the French actually
fought for England. In parting with them we should state that the
original regiments of the Irish Brigade of France, were in order of
seniority, Dillon’s, Clare’s, Berwick’s, and Walsh’s. The regiment of
Clare ceased to exist in 1775, when it was absorbed into Berwick’s..
Other names borne by these Regiments, or battalions of them, were,
Bulkeley’s, Rothe’s, Conway’s, Lally’s, and others. But all were
battalions of the original Regiments, or those Regiments themselves,
which in accordance with the custom of the time, bore the name of
the then Colonel commanding.

The Irish Legion of Napoleon.
1803-1815,

For the next twelve years, France, for almost the first time in
her history, was without any foreign regiments in her service, until,
their usefulness being realised, four more were raised. These, in order
of seniority, were La Tour D’Auvergne, Isenberg, D’Irlandais, and
Prussia. The Legion D’Irlandais was raised at the suggestion of
Marechal Clarke, a French-born Irishman, who was Minister of War
to Napoleon. At this period the preparations for the invasion of
England from Boulogne were in an advanced stage, and it occurred
to Marechal Clarke that an expedition to Ireland, at the same time,
would still further embarrass the English by raising the native Irish

against them.

At the moment there was a considerable number of Irish refugees.
from the rebellion of 1798 and other political upheavals in France,
and it was thought to utilise these to form a regiment of Irishmen,
which would become the rallying point of the Irish rebels when this.
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force of combined Irishmen and Frenchmen should land in Ireland.
The command was given to Arthur ’Connor, an ex-Irish M. P. who
had been implicated in the rebellion of 1798, but had been acquitted
when tried at Maidstone in the following year. After the acquittal,
he arossed over to France and entered the French Army, ultimately
becoming a General. He managed to escape being entangled in the
*“Hundred Days,” thereby retaining his rank, and dying a Greneral
in the year 1852. With him was associated a person named John
Nadget, whose career forms a curious parallel with that of Roger
‘Casement one hundred and thirteen years later. John Nadget had
also been employed in the British Foreign Office, and, being detected
in treasonable correspondence with the rebel Irish, had been com-
pelled to seek refuge in France, where he secured employment in &
similar capacity under Marechal Clarke, Being Irish born, he was$
deputed to endeavour to raise recruits for the new Legion from the
French prisons, in which there were immured g considerable number of
Irish Catholics, prisoners of war from the British Army and Fleet.
He had even less success than Casement in this mission, for, whilst
Casement managed to secure three or four men, Nadget could not
manage to enlist a single one ! This was all the more peculiar as acon-
siderable number of these prisoners of war were ex-rebels, who had
been forced into the British service after Vinegar Hill, as the
alternative to death or long imprisonment,

However, sufficient recruits, whether all Irishmen or not, were
forthcoming to enable the Legion to be strong enough to present
itself before Napoleon in December 1804 to receive, with the rest of
the French Army, the new Hagles from his hand. Though there
were three other foreign regiments, the Legion D’Irlandais was the
only one honoured with an Eagle, the rest having to be content with
the tricolour of the French Army, a f

act which shows the importance
Napoleon attached to this unit,

As these Eagles have often been mentioned, but seldom described,
we consider ourselves justified in describing that presented to the
Legion D’Irlandais, which differed only from those of the French
Regiments in the attached banner being of Irish Green, instead of the
French tricolour. The standard of Napoleon differed from all
others of any army at the time, in being a combined one—the Eagle
being the insignia of the Emperor, and the banner that of the
Nation. It consisted of a staff surmounted by an Eagle of copper
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gilt, representing the bird with partly opened wings, glancing to the
left, and grasping a thunderbolt in its claws. The dimensions were
8 inches in height from claws to crest, and 9% inches from wing tip
to wing tip, the weight being exactly 31 pounds. The bird was support-
ed on a brass tablet, 5” long by 3" wide, on which was inscribed the

name of the Regiment, which in this case was

3me. Legion Etrangere
L’Trlandais.

The banner attached to the staff was of dark green silk, on one
side of which was embroidered in gold, “Napoleon, Empereur Francais,
au Legion Trlandais,” and on the other the legend, “ I’Independence
d’Trlande ” also in gold lettering, surmounted by an uncrowned
Trish Harp. Later, this banner bore the battle honours of the Legion,
and it is interesting to note that the custom of inscribing battle honours
on regimental colours, owes its inception to Napoleon the .Great.
Unlike the English and other nations, who entrusted their colours
solely to officers, Napoleon considered his Eagles the peculiar care of
the rank and file, and they were borne in battle by the Regimental
Sergeant-Major, (or the equivalent rank) who was escorted by six
trusty veterans, each of whom had distinguished himself, in not less

than two engagements.

The ceremony of presenting the Kagles to the Irish Legion is
thus described in a work entitled ©“ The War Drama of the HEagles.”
“ Bach Eagle deputation consisted of two officers and ten non-com-
missioned officers and soldiers. ...Amongst these deputations was
one, the strange appearance of which attracted a special curiosity ;
all gazed in wonder at a band of strapping foreigners of all ages,
who marched along by themselves, dressed as light Infantrymen in
bright green uniforms, with green tufted shakos. They belonged to
one of the Emperor’s latest creations, and had come to the Champ de
Mars to receive the only Eagle that Napoleon ever granted to a foreign
regiment in  his ServiCes.. .. ... ... .. Two expatriated men of good
family, refugees from the penalty of treason under English law for
their part in the rising of 1798, headed the deputation, their names
being Captain Corbett and Captain Tennant. In the ranks of their
regiment there marched other Irish refugees who had shed English

blood at Wexford and Enniscorthy, and other fugitives from justice

who had joined in with Hoche and Humbert in the abortive raids of a

5
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few years later. There were also ¢ wild geese’ who had made their
flight over seas after the other fiasco of 1803, together with a gprink-
ling of French-born Irishmen who had worn the red coat of the old
Irish Brigade in the service of France and were grandsons of the men
of Fontenoy.

“Napoleon had enrolled this legion just a twelve month be‘ore,
with a view to a descent upon Ireland simultaneously with the inva-
sion from Boulogne. At the special request of those who had come
forward to enlist, he had uniformed the legion in Irish green instead
of the historic red coat worn by the Irish Brigade, which had been
formed from the remnants of the army of James the Second which
had surrendered to Schomberg and been deported from Ireland after
the Battle of the Boyne.”

But the Bagle, presented with such ceremony, was not destined
to very great honour, though those who followed it comported them-
selves with bravery and dignity. After the abandonment of the
project to invade England, the Irish legion remained in garrison ab
Morlaix until 1806, in which year it was sent into Holland against
the invading Russians, and after that marched into Walcheren to
meet the Hnglish. But here there was no fighting, for the swamps
and fevers of Walcheren and Beveland so decimated the British army
that it was forced to retire to England.

In 1807 the command of the Legion was assumed by Count
Mahoney under whom it served with the Army of Murat in Spain,
until 1811, in several actions. By 1810 the supply of Irish recruits
seems to have died out, for in that year it was solely designated as the
“3rd Foreign Regiment ci-devant L’Irlandais.” From Spain it
returned to France and took part in the expedition to Moscow, whence
it emerged with considerable strength, to judge by the fact that it was
engaged at Liepsic.

In this disastrous battle the Irish Legion suffered greatly, being
almost cut to pieces and only saving its Eagle by breaking it from the
“staft and concealing it in the knapsack of one of the men who escaped
from the battle.

To judge by the following list of officers of the 3rd Foreign
Regiment called D’Irlandais,” who signed a memorial to the Minister
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of the Interior concerning the disposal of the charitable foundations
of the old Irish Brigade in 1814, most of them were Irish, either native
or French-born.
Here follows the list :—

Le Chevalier Mahoney, Colone'.
Ware, Major.
Coyn, Lt.-Col.
5 »  Allen, Lt.-Col.

Captains and Lieutenants.

N »

’ 2

Maguire.
Byrne.
Donegan.
0’Quin.
Dowling.
Delany.
MacEgan.
Lawless.
O’Brien.
Brown.
Smith.
Plunkett.
Esmond.
De Wall.
Glasser.
St. Leger.

After the surrender of Napoleon at Fontainebleau, and his de-
portation to Elba, there came a demand for the surrender of the Eagles
of the different regiments, which was evaded by the Irish Legion who
concealed theirs until the return of Napoleon from Elba, when they
are said to have followed him to Waterloo. Of their servicesin that
battle, if they did take part in it, there is nothing on record, but they
disappeared from the French Army list immediately after Waterloo,
when all Napoleon’s formations, or such of them as still survived,
were dishanded. What became of their Eagle we know not ; probably
it was appropriated by one of the officers of the Regiment.



SIMPLIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATION AS A WAY TO
BETTER TRAINING.

By
Capr. S. W. BowERr, TrH RAJPUT REGIMENT.
Compared with pre-war days, the instruction which must be

given to Regimental Officers and men has increased both in quantity
‘and complexmy Unfortunately there has been a smular or greater,

T S e

increase in the amount of clerical Work necessary  for the correct ad-
ministration of the unit. Finding time in which to carry out train-
ing, especially that of leaders, is a very difficult problem. This article
will attempt to shew that, by the simplification of the method in which
unit administration is carried out, time can be saved for this purpose.
Wherein this article the practical application of the suggested principles
is given an Indian Infantry battalion is considered. It is believed,
however, that the scheme could be applied, mutatis mutandis, to all
combatant units. For obvious reasons the suggestions have been
iimited to what can be done within the money now spent on the up-
keep of the unit.

The modern business world goes in for specialization of labour,
centralization of all functions of a similar nature and tries to avoid
wasted effort. We cannot do better than follow this example. As
far as the subject of this article is concerned this means the creation
of a special section where all the clerical labour necessary for unib
administration will be carried out. Further the methods laid down

by our regulations, while ensuring efficiency, must not cause effort to
be wasted.

The practical application of this scheme to an Indian Infantry
battalion will now be considered.

Within the battalion the trainers of the officers are the Command-
ing Officer and his Second in Command. The Company Commander
18 the principal trainer of the men. It is, there! ore, these officers who
must be relieved of excessive office work. To do this an Admin'stration
Section would be formed in Headquarters Wing where all clerical
work involved in the administration of the pay, clothing and feeding
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of the battalion would be carried out. On mobilization this section
would proceed complete to the Training Battalion where it would
function as Records. Continuity in peace and war would thus be
assured and dislocation reduced to a minimum.

The Section would be commanded by the Quartermaster. This
may be open to the objection that it turns a combatant officer into a
glorified clerk, but the objection is more apparent than real, for now-
a-days the Quartermaster, except occasionally during collective train-
ing, is mainly employed on administrative tasks. An officer has to
be sent to the Training Battalion on mobilization and the obvious
one is the officer mostly concerned with administration. ~The ap-
pointment of Quartermaster with the battalion after mobilization
could easily be filled by an officer who had received all the training
necessary during the collective training season. This scheme would
open the way to the appointment of permanent Quartermasters to
Active battalions on similar lines to those now serving with Training
Battalions, in fact, it almost demands it.

The remainder of the Section would consist of four soldier clerks.
The present Quartermaster’s staff would remain under the orders of
the Quartermaster but would not accompany the Section to the Train-
ing Battalion on mobilization. The clerks would be extra to the
present establishment and would take the place of the present Unit
Accountant and the pay staff with companies. The substitution
of a soldier clerk for the present Unit Accountant would remove the
anomaly that the Commanding Officer is responsible for the accounts
of the unit but, the most important one, pay, is prepared by a civilian
who is not under his command.

The division of responsibility and labour within the Section
would be as follows. The Quartermaster would be responsible to
the Commanding Officer for the whole of the work of the Section. His
present staff, under his orders, would be charged with the receipt,
care of, issue and disposal of all clothing and equipment, also the
maintenance of the necessary accounts. They would also receive and
issue rations and administer the Extra Messing Allowance Fund. The
four clerks would maintain the pay and clothing allowance accounts.
(One clerk per rifle company and one for Headquarter Wing and M. G.
Company). They would also deal with the officers pay account and
pensions, etc. (Cash accounts wou'd be maintained on a unit basis.
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Cent-alization will automatically produce certain advantages. The
reduction in the number of people concerned with any transaction
permits of simplification of the form in which the accounts are kept
and reduces work. The maintenance of unit cash accounts will cub
out all inter-company transactions and reduce the work of the Accounts
Officer. The accounts being kept by specialists who have no other
duties, errors should be few.

The method of maintaining the Pay accounts will now be dealt
w th in more detail. The Army has a two-fold duty as regards pay,
first to see that the soldier receives all that is due to him at the time
at which it is due, second to see that no Government money is expend'
ed other than in accordance with the regulations. To permit of this
being done we must have an individual account which can be easily
made up and checked. If it is not easy to make up mistakes will
occur. As the accuracy of the demand for the total pay of the unit
rests primarily on the accuracy of the individual accounts, these
must permit of easy check. Finally, we require a system which per-

mits of an easy check being made of the total demand for pay against
the individual accounts.

The present system of a Pay List and Pay and Mess Book does
not fulfil any of the above conditions. Effort is wasted in that every
man’s number, rank and name, and certain figures, are written twice.
At least three people are concerned in the making up of the accounts

from start tofinish. Rapid check over a period of more than one month
of any individual’s account is impossible.

It is suggested that the pay accounts should be kept on an indivi-
dual basis in a ledger large enough to cover the requirements of a com-
pany for one year. Each man would have one double page to himself
where his accounts for the whole year would appear. The heading
would contain the information on which his rate of pay is based, .-
rank, appointment, etc. There would be a space for the entry of
Battalion Part IT orders changing his rate of pay or the amount of
pay due, such as grants of Good Conduct pay or forfeiture of pay:
The remainder would be ruled on the lines of a combined Pay List
and Pay and Mess Book, his account for any one month being written
horizontally across the book. The amount due to the soldier,
after all Government claims had been met would be transferred
to an abstract. This abstract would shew the ledger and page number
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(for future reference by auditors), the amount due and the amount
under or over paid compared with last month (check for clerk). This
abstract would be used to support a consolidated demand for the pay
of the unit. The regimental cuts would now be entered in the man’s.
account and the amount due for cash payment calculated. The pay
would be disbursed under the supervision of an officer. The soldier
would sign his account as is now done. The Company Commander
would hear the ¢ pay report ” and would have the right to examine
his men’s accounts when necessary for the investigation of complaint.

Comparing this system with the old we see:—a considerable
reduction in the amount of work to be done each month ; only one
person concerned with the making up of the account ; up to one year’s
account for any individual can be checked at once without reference
to any other book; a glance from the individual account to the abstract

checks the unit’s total demand.

On mobilization, as already stated, the clerks would be transfer-
red to the Training Battalion, taking their ledgers with them. Here
they would continue to maintain the pay account in the same books
in the same manner. Family allotments would be entered in a special
column and cash payments adjusted as acquittance rolls came to hand.
These rolls would have been prepared in the field by the clerical
staft with the battalion, assisted by the Company Havildar Majors or
Quartermaster Havildars as necessary.

Clothing Allowance accounts would be kept in a similar manner.
The Clothing Allowance ledger would be ruled with columns to shew
credit and debit balances, amount received from Government each
month and cash payments. Further columns, headed with the
names of the various articles which are issued on payment would be
ruled for cash entries. In these columns the cost of articles issued
during the month would be entered. The ledger would thus combine
the Clothing Allowance columns of the Pay List and the Clothing
Allowance account with the information now shewn in the form
“ [sques on payment.” It would also contain the history sheet of
public clothing. Hach month the total amount due to the battalion
on account of clothing allowance would be demanded in a similar

manner to the pay.
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Additional machinery is necessary for the issue of articles. Hach
company would have a “ Demand, Issue and Receipt Book.” This
would have columns for the number, rank and name of the man and
the articles required by him. Entries would be made as and when
necessary and signed by the Company Commander as authority for
their issue. The Company Quartermaster Havildar, accompanied
by the man, would take this book to the Quartermaster’s Stores and
draw the articles, the man signing the book as a receipt The book
would be passed to the Administration Section where the cost of the

articles would be entered in the individual’s clothing allowance
account,

The Company Commander would have powers of inspection over
his men’s accounts. He would remain responsible for the correctness
of his men’s kits.

As the same clerk has to prepare both the Pay and the Clothing
Allowance accounts it would be preferable for the Clothing Allowance
month to start on the 16th and for a separate cheque to be issued.
‘On mobilization the accounts would be closed.

The rations would be dealt with in a somewhat similar method
to that used in war. They would be drawn by companies each
evening on an estimated return given the evening before. Any differ-
ences between estimates and actuals would be adjusted in the follow-
ing day’s rations. Companies would report daily the changes in
ration strength to the Quartermaster so that the unit ration return
«could be kept up to date. This system has been successfully used in
certain units and it reduces to a minimum audit objections as to
differences between strength and rations issued.

The Extra Messing Allowance fund would be run by the Quarter-
master. Articles would be issued with the rations or by means of
<chits on the bunnia The amount of money due to the unit would be
calculated on the ration return

There are certain miscellaneous allowances drawn which can be

divided into two classes, those paid to the individual and those claim

ed and administered on a unit basis. The former would be claimed

and adjusted through the individual’s pay account. The latter would
be drawn on a special form. This form would be drawn up to cover
all normal contingencies, the information being supplied by the Adju-
tant and Companies where it is not already in the Administration
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Section’s possession. When once signed by the Commanding Officer,
it would require no supporting certificates or contingency bills as his
signature would be taken to mean that all claims were correct and in
accordance with the regulations.

The proposals outlined above may be said to be drastic but they
set out to try to remedy a very serious evil and no cutting out of a few
returns or forms will give any real relief. They may also be said to be
dangerous as they do away with all the certificates, contingent bills
and safeguards of the old system. All it amounts to is that the Com-
manding Officer’s responsibility for the correctness of his accounts
is made a real one. To help him in his task of shouldering this res-
ponsibility a system has been suggested which has for its keynote
simplicity. This simplicity makes it easy to understand, easy to run
and easy to check. If errors occur, the individual responsible is at
once evident and he is subject to military discipline. If the Com-
manding Officer fails he too is under this discipline. The civilian audit
staff should provide an adequate safeguard if they do their work pro-
perly.

Some people may think that the Company Commander wili,
in losing much of the administration connected with his company,
also lose some of the moral supports of leadership. This appears
improbable as he still remains the guardian of his men, hears and
investigates their complaints, watches over their food and clothing
and generally attends to their well being. He is merely relieved of
the supervision of much clerical labour.

The battalion loses a number of fighting men in the company
pay establishment and gets clerks in their place, but it is maintained
that the gain insgeneral efficiency, through the trainers having more
time to devote to their primary task, will more than compensate for
the loss in numbers,

Finally, the writer would disclaim all pretensions to being a finan-
cial expert. Most probably this disclaimer is unnecessary, the article
is sufficient evidence. He merely numbers himself among the many
who daily spend valuable hours among figures when they might be
Detter, employed being trained or in training their men



AIRCRAFT AND INTERNAL SECURITY IN INDIA.
By
“ CONSTABEEL,”

The preservation of peace inside India, with its various races
and its two great antagonistic religions, is unfortunately, at any time,
a permanent problem of great magnitude. When, to the racial and
religious stresses that the Indian body politic is normally subjected
to, there is added, as has recently happened, a deliberate, widespread
and violent attack on the very structure of government, this problem
becomes acute. In no part of the Empire, one might well say in no
part of the World, is the term internal security liable to embrace
operations so diverse in scope as it does in India. Whether it is the
dispersal of an unruly city mob, the rounding up of a gang of well
armed dacoits in a jungle, or a fair sized war such as the quelling of
the Moplah rising, it is all “‘ internal security ”—and all in the day’s
work for the civil and military forces of Government.

The task of those responsible for maintaining law and order in
the sub-continent is, thus, so immense, incessant and exhausting
that no legitimate means of supplementing their present resources
should be overlooked. This consideration at once leads to the ques-
tion whether aircraft might not be used to a greater extent than

they are either to supplement or to replace other methods of main-
taining order.

Principles governing the Employment of Armed Forces for Internal
Security. .

Before considering whether any particular arm or weapon is suit-
ed:to this particular task, it is well to be clear about the objects to-
be attained and the principles that should guide all armed forces
employed on internal security duties. These differ very widely
from those of the same forces in war, and may be stated generally
as i —

(4) The object of armed forces in internal security is, not to-
inflict loss on the disturbers of the peace, but to restore

normal conditions in the shortest time and with the least
exercise of force,
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(i The forces of law and order should take and maintain the
offensive against disaffection and disorder and should not
allow themselves to be thrown on the defensive.

Prevention is better than cure, and the aim should be to
check the trouble at an early stage by the arrest of leaders,
break up of the hostile organisation, and prompt quelling
of initial disturbances before the unrest has had time to

(i)

spread. :
(iv) Such force as has to be used should be employed only

against the disorderly elements ; the property and persons
of law abiding citizens should, as far as possible, be im-
mune.

(v) The action taken should not be such as to leave behind
it an aftermath of bitterness or resentment amongst the
population at large.

Any consideration of the use of aircraft for internal security duties
must pay strict regard to these principles. By them the various
uses of aircraft as a normal procedure should be accepted as efficient
and desirable or forbidden as ineffective and objectionable.

Possible Uses of Aircraft for Internal Security.
The uses of aircraft in war, where they are an essential component
of any force, may conveniently be grouped under certain headings :—
(z) Reconnaissance.
(17) Communication.
(117) Moral effect.
(i) Offensive action.
(v) Transportation.
All these functions are possible to aircraft employed on internal
gecurity duties ; the only question is whether, in view of the principles
already laid down, it is advisable so to use them.

Reconnaissance.

The use of aeroplanes for purely reconnaissance duties obviously
does not offend against any of the accepted principles. There can be
no objection to it as a normal procedure, and it only remains to con-

gider its value.
The collection of information from the air in times of civil dis-
turbance is a much more difficult matter in many ways than it is in
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‘war. An aeroplane may fly over a thickly populated district and littlle
may be seen to indicate whether the area is seriously disturbed or not.
There will be no formed bodies of troops, supply trains, dumps, camps,
defensive positions or rail movements such as betray a hostile army
to the air. Even firing from the ground will indicate nothing more
than the presence of a few malcontents. Large crowds may be ob-
served but their temper and whether they are actually bent on forci-
bly resisting authority cannot be accurately estimated from the air.
Disturbances usually occur in the more densely populated areas, where
cultivation, trees, buildings and towns add to the airman’s difficulties.
In fact it may be said that negative information obtained from the
air in such circumstances is not likely to be of much value, while
positive information will need very careful and expert interpretation
before its real significance can be gauged.

On the other hand, from the air it will usually be po