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The United Service Institution of India was founded in 1870 by a soldier scholar, Colonel (late Major General) Sir Charles MacGregor ‘for the furtherance of interest and knowledge in the Art, Science and Literature of National Security in general and Defence Services, in particular’. It commenced publishing its Journal in 1871. USI also publishes reports of its research scholars as books/monographs and undertakes publishing of occasional papers, pertaining to security issues, authored by its members. The present Director is Major General BK Sharma, AVSM, SM & Bar (Retd).
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About the Author

Colonel Harjeet Singh (Retd) was commissioned into the Sikh 
Light Infantry in 1969 and took early retirement in 1998. He holds 
an MSc and MPhil in Defence and Strategic Studies from University 
of Madras. A keen student of military history, he is the author of 
many articles and monographs on defence and strategic affairs. He 
has over a dozen published books to his credit and is well-known for 
his erudition and perspicacity of analysis.

About the Monograph

War and warfare have been part of human history. Its study is 
demanding, intellectually and emotionally, but it cannot be ignored. 
War theory reflects the way societies create notions of their identity, 
nationality, and territoriality. It appears that the West has looked at the 
subject from their narrow perspective. Yet there have been significant 
writings from the East which form part of its military traditions and 
thought. These documents merit greater understanding in the shadow 
of clashes amongst civilisations. Every culture has developed along 
different historical paths, and a study of the military thought of other 
cultures can prove useful to the understanding of their concepts of 
warfighting.
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