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Review Article 1

Shedding Shibboleths*
Lieutenant General VK Singh, PVSM (Retd)**

S hedding Shibboleths is a collection of articles writt

Mr K Subrahmanyam between mid 1980's to 1998. K Subrahmanyam
as Inder Malhotra in his introduction points out, “is the doyen of thé
Indian strategic community, indeed the originator of strategic discourse in
India". Any collection of his writings is, thus, an Important addition to the
fevy books on strategic thinking and strategic outlook authored by Indian
writers. The book is particularly important as it brings under one cover
nearly a decade and a half of Subrahmanyam's writings. There are g total
of 43 articles covered in this book grouped under six major headin g
quian Strategic Perspective; Nuclear Matters: An Epochal Decade (deglin.-
with the 1990's); Changing Equations: Alarm Signals; and Reﬂectionsg

en by
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should be India's nuclear doct no. whi apons. He also sets out ey
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In the 'Epochal Decade', the author di

empire, Sa ddam's folly in 1991 the IZ;gL)S::Sc)Sfetsh?ev?nd of the Soviet
Taliban, China and Deng Xiaoping. He also commem;e:)nnathar, the
rightly terms ‘the non crisis of 1990'. The Chapter on 'Chan n WEat hg so.
covers a wide range from the prospect of lndia-PaEiStganqtéaélar?s
countervailing China, rethinking India-US relations, the mercurial Chi 4
US relations and the Japan-US tango. With reference to China. the aulzz;
points out that the 1962 Chinese attack was not so much about gainin

territory, but was about humiliating India and establishing itself as one o%
the dominant Asian powers. While advocating repairing India's relations
with China, the author cautions that we must make a massive and
continuous effort to monitor developments there so as to implement a

coherent China policy covering all aspects, political, military, economic,
technological and cultural.

Under the heading' Alarm Signals', the author's views on future
threats to security, such as climate change, population movements,
international instability, terrorism, jihad, corruption, drugs and maritime
perspectives are discussed. In the piece entitled ‘Labyrinth of Drugs’ he
brings out the involvement of Pakistan, including members of the
establishment, in the drugs trade and the effects of this on India's security.

The chapter entitled 'Reflections’ covers a wide range of topics.
Among the important ones are the 1962 and 1971 conflicts, ways of the
bureaucracy and Nehru's contribution 1o strategic thinking. In his articles
on the 1962 and 1971 Wars, the author is critical of the Army for not
being ready enough and for not reading the signals of what was likely to
occur. While it is to an extent justified, but if you go on harping on ideal
relations between India and China, it becomes a bit difficult to convince
many in power to plan for a war with such a ‘friend'. In 1971, it Is true
that at the outset there was no plan for the takeover of the whole of East
Pakistan but it is a tribute to the flexibility of Indian planning that when
the opportunity arose, it was fully exploited. The author's contention that
India should have also launched a major operation on the western fr'ont
to reach the Indus in Sind does not seem 10O have been a feasub!e
proposition given the type and number of forces qvailable and the terrain

of the bureaucracy, the author, himself a distinguishgd bu.reaucrathis
scathing in his criticism of bureaucrats, particularly their belle.f thatt the
generalist has the expertise to tackle any subject or any task without any

earlier experience of it.

ategic Thinking' is important
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~ontnbution made by Nehru 1o strategic thinking in‘the broadest’ term. The
|;};| of these was his vision that helped to consolidate the Indian Nation

state and gave it an inherent unity and stability, which Ias‘ts 10 this dage,
ihe doctine of non alignment had elements of Natlonql Security
~onsiderations and it was in fact this tha.t all.owed India o receive military
nd trom both the West and the Soviet Union in 1962, Nehru glso Postulated
an equation of defence in which the defence forces, industrial ang

iechnological background, economy and the spirit of the people were the
defermining factors. If one thinks of it, these really are the determinants
tsecunty. He also brings out that contrary to the common belief that the
belence lorces were allowed to run down during the Nehru years, the
stengtn of the Armed Forces actually doubled between 1949-50 and
1962 the Air Force expanded from seven to 19 squadrons, the Navy was

@xpanded and the foundations of Defence industry and Defence research
and development were laid.

Ihe book covers a wide range of topics and on all of these the
author's comments and observations are thought provoking and valuable.
However, the very nature of the book, a compilation of articles written at
varous times tends (o make it discursive and at times disjointed. The
author himseli acknowledges this in his preface. It would have helped to
be able 10 understand the development of the author's strategic vision if
he penod in which each of these pleces was written was indicated. The

hook also has an exhausiive introduction by Inder Malhotra who puts
much of the book into a perspective.

K Subrahmanyam tillos the book Shedding Shibboleths', which is
4pl, as he has always given short shrift shibboleths. However, unless the
book 1s read and studied by those who today wield power, whether political,
bureaderatic or military, one is not sure that existing shibboleths will
really be shed. That would he a lragedy. The book is a 'must read'.




T his is an excellent treatise on a current issue that could have serious
security implications in the foreseeable future for the South Asian
region comprising India, Pakistan and China. Lowell Dittmer has shown
perspicacity in structuring the dissertation in two parts to discuss the
nuances of the political economy of minimal deterrence as well as the
power structure of the region. The contributors of these extremely well
researched articles — Lawrence Saez, Sumit Ganguly, Hasan Askari Rizvi.
Samina Ahmad and Timothy Hoyt to name a few - have impeccable
credentials. The format of the book and the readable style adopted by the
authors make for absorbed reading. Each essay has a vast amount of
relevant information pertaining to the subject but the conclusions drawn

on occasions appear biased.

Post India's nuclear tests of May 1998 and the Pakistani riposte,

the fragile regional balance was made more precarious by the American
intervention in Afghanistan and later in Irag. There is of course another
view, which holds that a nuclear balance is more compelling than a
conventional balance of power. Currently a probe is on in Pakistan against
their one-time nuclear hero Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan who is accused of
having sold nuclear secrets to North Korea, Libya and Iran. Dittmer and
his group rightly hold that nuclear power must be viewed as being
embedded in a larger political and economic reality. Again their view thal
ven to international structural variables

— specially the number of strategic actors and their geographical positions
ments of nuclear India and

Pakistan are flawed but for different reasons. While in our case, political
control is so complete that military inputs are minimised, In case of
Pakistan the nuclear button is with the military and civilian politici.ans are
excluded entirely! The Pakistani bias obviously is for an offensive pre-
emptive war. Unlike India, Pakistan is a theocratic state and Paklgtanl
misadventure of 1999 in Kargil underscores the reliability factor. Given
Pakistan's lack of strategic depth, Pakistan will be tempted 10 launch a

China. By Lowell

“South Asia’s Nuclear gecurity Dilemma- India, Pakistan & e
Dittmer (London : ME Sharpe Inc, 2005), 274p. 69.00, ISBN 0-7656-14157:

*Major General Ashok Joshi, VSM (Retd) is from the Corps of Engineers
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nuclear first strike if its conventional forces gre Imbalanced on t.he
Some authors have rightly argued that having been dgfeated In a
previous engagements, Pakistan might be more e.asny tgmpted
nuclear weapons. It needs to be reiterated that unlike India, Pak

unwilling to give a ' no first use' pledge. Hence the 'crisis stab
region is low.

ground
Il of the
{0 use
stan s
lity' of the

The Indian first leg of the triad is stated to be full
Work is in progress as regards missile and SLBM syst
of Ormara, Gwadar and Keti Bandar seaports in Paki
a sub-surface approach. However, an SLBM syst
undertaking and as such other means of delivery hav
go by. Hasan Askari Rizvi's hypothesis that Pakistan

to deter India cuts little ice. Pakistan had sown the seeds of its clandestine
nuclear programme much earlier by utilising Chinese nuclear ajg for
enriched uranium and by sending its scientists to Holland (heavy water)
and ltaly (centrifuge rods). The foregoing together with the ranting of
Bhutto (Pakistanis will eat grass to get a bomb) was shown in graphic
detail in a BBC film titled "The Islamic Bomb". Dittmer's book confirms
that Pakistan had a covert operational bomb by 19871 As Hoyt points out,
Pakistan does not have a published nuclear doctrine and Pakistan's
priority is to always ensure nuclear readiness vis-a-vis nuclear safeguards
to avoid accidental launch. Pakistan's policy makers were satisfied with
nuclear ambiguity in South Asig — the Intellectuals, the media, political
forums and the government all wanted Pakistan to continue with its policy
of nuclear ambiguity. Sarnina Ahmad Suggests that Pakistani nuclear

Cculated ambiguity". A better choice of
ity. Both writers are, however, of the opinion

Yy Operational ang
em. Modernisation
stan point towards
em Is a long-term
€ not been given the
went nuclear merely

Proliferation Treaty, the Comprehensjve T

est Ban Treaty and regional
security. Jing-dong Yuan feels that /ngjg h

as always aspired to become




viewed the Indo-Vietnamese Defence cooperation,

ions with Myanmar, and lndo-ASEAN Naval cqopgration with suspicion.
rTerl,Ztloc?-.inese perception is that India- US strategic dial

Ogue may point to
its potential as a counterforce against China or to contai

dong Yuan, however, goes ballistic when he suggest

Tegi ' — gai ter control over the

t a strategy of ‘regional deterrence' — gain greate
fdd?gn Ocean, consolidate predominance over South Asia, develop nuclear
nnd missile capabilities to deter China and suppress Pakle:.tan and, finally,
?ﬁscourage any US interference in sub-continents' affairs! In fact, the

foregoing to some degree is what China has been attempting with success
in South and South East Asia.



Review Article 3

Leadership in The Indian Army*
Lieutenant General V K Kapoor, PVSM, (Retd)**

eadership in the Indian Army is neither studieq nor researched with
L the seriousness it deserves. In fact there is no institution for teaching

leadership excellence at higher levels and it is assumed that an officer

imbibes the requisite qualities and talent as he goes along in service
through various courses of instruction and through his own experiences
| remember recommending to the Army Commander Army Training
Command, for establishing a cell at the Army War College in 2005 for
exploring methods of imbibing leadership excellence at higher tactical
operational and strategic levels. Later | heard that a Centre for Leadership
Excellence had been accepted for gentlemen cadets at the Indian Military
Academy, Dehradun! The military mind and military bureaucracy work in
astonishing ways.

The above backdrop is necessary to bring out the importance of the
work done by Major General V K Singh of the Corps of Signals in writing
biographies of 12 soldiers (Generals), worthy sons of India, whose
contribution to nation building and whose inspiration to their subordinates
set the tone for moulding an Army, which till date, continues to be a pillar
of strength for the nation, both in peace and in war. The book is interesting
and absorbing and, most of all, it enables a reader in understanding why
certain actions and events occured in the way they did. A case in point
s the rift between Krishna Menon and General Thimayya, which culminated
In the latter's resignation and the subsequent efforts of Nehru to play upon
the emotions of the General to withdraw his resignation, which he did and
thereafter lost respect of his own Army. Perhaps the General was not well
versed in the strategic art of dealing with politicians as indeed was the
case with many senior Generals of post independence era, leading to the
erosion of the prestige of Service rank and status.

Reading the biographies of these luminaries was indeed a pleasure
and particularly so about General Hanut under whose tutelage | grew up
in the Poona Horse titled "Fakhr-e-Hind" by the Pakistan Army because of
the severe casualties inflicted by this Regiment in both 1965 and 1971
Wars, in tank versus tank battles. The General truly epitomised courage,

integrity, a high standard of morality, discipline and superior professionalism.

pmset T e e R L e
*Leadership in the Indian Army : Biographies of Twelve Soldiers. By Major General

V K Singh (New Delhi : Sage Publications, 2005), 417p, Rs. 450.00, ISBN 81 -7829-
452-4.

*+| jeutenant General V K Kapoor is a former Commandant of Army War College.
Mhow.
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Eac!w biography is worth reading carefully as they all contain a
wealth of information. It would certainly inspire our younger generation and
our senior officers alike, in the Services and more so in civilian life where

due to lack of high quality leaders, the younger generation does not know

whom they should emulate. It is a sad reflection of the decadence of the
society in general.

| recommend that having made an excellent start the author should
continue writing on leadership and focus now on strategic and operational
level skills of officers. In fact in the case of General Sagat Singh, | would
have liked to know more about his approach to operational situations. This

would require a deeper look at their military careers and their military
thought processes.

| recommend that this book be made compulsory reading for promotion
examinations and the entrance examination for Defence Services Staff
College course.



